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INTRODUCTTON

The [Ethiopian Tewahido Orthodox Churel

By ATO EJICU DESSALEGN

It is well known that the hizstory of the Ethio-
pian  “Tewahido” Orthodox Church goes as
far back as the Apostolic cra. It is not wrong to
say that our Church was founded by the Apostles
beacuse Philip the Apostle batpized the Ethiopian
cunuch  who in turn  introduced  Christianity
into Ethiopia and Christianized many Ethiopians,
and also beeause tradition tellz us that St. Mathew
taught Christianity here.

All our culture, our civilization. our thoughts

end modes of life have been huilt upon the fonnda-
tion of our Church. Our civilization is theo-cent-
ric.

Al:o our Church has been the symbol of our uni-
ty. Ethiopia could keep itzelf free repelling and
putting into shame forcign aggres-ors, however po-
werful they might have heen, beeause it= people
have bheen hound together by the ties of their
faith. Tt has been our religions unity that has
kept our visible political unity which in turn
lin= enabled us to secure our continned inde-
pendence for thousands of years of which we are

legitimately  pround.

Our Church has plaved an active part in the
field of art, education, social welfare, literary work,
ete. The Churches and the monasteries have been
the centres of cultural paintings and religious acti-
vities. The Church has kept the morality and dis-
cipline of our people.  She has taken tremendous
measures o prevent immaorality from ereeping in-
1o the social life of the nation,

Most important of all, the monasteries have
liwen the contres of learning, Besides, the Debteras
and the priests have contributed much in the field
of education. All those whom we call educated at
present were onee students in ehureh schools.

Our Church was a great missionary force.
She had active missionary centres in South Arabia
anid elsowhere outside Ethiopia for centuries until,
eventually, she was cnmpe“cl] to discontinue her
evangelical work outside Ethiopia.

Now. obzerving that our Church is the most
ancient with her accumulated cultural, traditional,
historical amd literary resources and weaith, the

eves of the world have feoused upon her.

A glancc into the Ihistorv of

By AYMRO WONDEMAGEGNEHU

Ethiopia is one of the oldest nations of the
world. This is clearly illustrated by the pzalmist
who says: “Let Ethiopia hasten to streteh out her
hands to God” (Psalm 68:31)  indicating that as
far back a: about the 10th Century B.C. Ethiopia
was well known in the world

Christianity was introduced into this country
very carly. During the Apostolic age, for instan-
ce, an canuch of Queen Candace whe had gone on
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem was met by Philip on
hiz way back and was baptized (Acts 8:26-40).
But the Church was formally organized and the

orthodox.org

the Fthiopian Orthodox Church

Sacraments administered only from the time of
kings Abreha and Atsbaha. They were brothers
whe ruled the country from about the year 290
A.D. It was Frumentius who undertook this great
work during their reign.  The royal brothers sup-
ported the work.  So churches were built, clergy-
men were ordained in large numbers and facilities
for the regular administration of divine sacraments
were offered.  In this way from about the year
332 A.D. Christianity hecame the official religion
of Ethiopia.

The work of the Church was further streng-
thened by the coming of the Nine Saints very pro-
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In Ethiopian cunueh as buprizod by Philiy the Apostle | et 8:26- 0,

Labils fram Svea 179 A D These wmen anade
memralie conteilbioti oot He Ethiopian Churely
They translated many books from Greek into Goee
preached  the Goospel amd eatalilishid it i

arders

Churel ol Ethiopia cnteeed o new cra Yared rose

voabont e middbe of the ~isth centur the

at tha i and composal o wreay varicty of
Church music . Noone has 0 fa surjrtsed him,

cind b vk g <t beinge aeed o Churely sevviees,

Plae lvistory of Ethiopian Orthodox Clyreels

i< nol however one of uncheeked progress In iy

tenth contiory of the Christian ora it wa- Faced with

perseontion ander Oueen Judith whao vanhipaerd

the Jewi-ho Gt Soon after <l gained power in
L She fovaded e Axumiie hingedin ol [riat
down the vulin Ay, ey power proved dan-
geronus to the Ftliopian Chureh She desteon ed
churches svervwbierne. Lupel holy eripture. and
other haok- nd - coed the elevey withmp
meres - The vvicn ol Eadithy yshersd Filiopia in-

to the duch g - which continued 1il] the riee of

the Zagvwe Kingdom in the twelflth-contue

1

In the twellth century . ducing the reign of
KRing Tlarhe the Chureli of Fihio

appealed
the Chareh of Egypt to vecosnize it= national an-
tonony amd lee it appoint Bishops Trom it own
membership But owing to several reason- the re

st was ol granted

Fron abiout the vear 1180 1w 1290 4 ) Lali-
Dstlia was qhe King of Ethiopia. Duvinge hi- illge-

trinmg

Ten the Chaeel wained in <trenoth gl i
taline, It was at that time that the ten vovhaliewn
Charelt edifives were e nstemetel. marking the

glory ol the periml

coalynasty came they 1 Le replaced

I /4

iy the s ol the e

onic line as a n

able wark ef Moma Tohle Hatnanm e zaine
‘

“the Clueeeh a thivd of the .- inceine {ram

out 1262 Athough this arvensenent il [Tt

e asingly ever snes the contribngi 1

of Trkle afmenon are wortliy of wote He e

ted ahe Chiriatian Faith in I':Ihiupi.hil.u'(: ualar-
B the weatern proviness varcied cut to g renagke
able extent. ~peial sy wessaml dedicated hinself 1,

find a ~olotion to the mans erving pralilems of 1l

iy - corviees Tor the Chiarel wers STTR I PR
b learves coinently o lie considered one of e

great saint= of the Clharel,

Thiat awre was followed by a peeiod of pereen
ton Jed by Muslim fnvaders Headed by th
Turks who vecopicd Yemen in 1338 the Telami
mvasion took place thaeing the retgn of Lebne Do
gel VOB 5400 andd of his on Gelawdios (Clay-
dius s 13013590 Lebne Dengel had cocured thy
promise of te Portugiese aml gh- Nings of Fran.
ercand Spain for an allicd Craeads againsi the
Mu-line neighhonrs of Ethiopta. Bt the Mu-lim
attich came <ooner than expectd, amld iowas el
by the General Mobmed 1y ferahine Bl Gliagi
hrown u- “ragne” Pvaning eft-landed o Ty
Mucline: pillaged  Clinreles  and desteoyidd ol
linsks T burming in 1539 Howeyer, TR Y K]
Molmad Gragne was defeated aml Killidl in Buatalee,
Sooi after this sueeess Gelawidios rebalt Chorelies
amd procuved copics of e linnks whic Ithie V-

i Liad liem

Fhiese invcidents. how ever weahened the Clr
clvers el Now th Roman Cathabic Chorel
tihinie alvantazes ol this sitnation, hewan to seml
Jesnit nsinaries 1, Etliinpia Iowas e 1357
that they o, Tl weh Gelawdio- celused 1o wel-
e thenn his heather wave them Petmisaton to
preach Emering Eilvinpaa ome alter anotlier. th
Jesnit- Dieman 1o mabn grommnd in e countey, anid

during the reign of Snecnvas 13216650 thes cau-

jianorthodox.org

gt Wb ol bl Lo ol Ethivgion
eitizens Secmg e il hine i LR R TIRTIR FTIT

Con suppieting e ancicnt Lty of | g

Svaenyos” suecrssisr. Fasillibo { [T RTINS
paihny fov the Roman Catliolic fatly oo { [T P |
the door tw Jesuit missionar work . Thi- cndid
P Ll elhapier in the history of il Fihi

opran Orvthodox Churelr dirine which the Jeayit

mission had endeay s ared 1o vomvert i enbloe 1o

the Roman Cathali Faith and veclisinstical ohedi.

cHee.

I coneluding this Lrief survey ol the histon
of the Ethiogian Ochodoy Churel. o waonl [T
e caidd about the waining of e antononiy . Thi.
ue=tions which fuol 4 long history Leeame e
e the present centues il e Bguavial Mo 1
Taile Selassiv | played a noble rale i =olving i
V=avesalt of continged nezatintions the aatlogi
tes ol the Clhireh of Mexanidria agreed te recosnia
e aimtonomans anl avtaeepliadon- <tan- of 1l
Ethiopian Octhadon Churels B 1928 o1y 1ac,
e elergvmen clinsen from ammionz e gpeaglir-
of the Kthiopian Osthadoy Churelr were conerery.
ted Bishops as i fiew e i this divection, Then
i 1959 His Holiness Abuna Baselios wirs dn=talled
as the fiest Patviarcel of Fthiapia . In thi- way the
Ethiopian Orthodox Cliorele b come 1o e g o-
gnized as an autoeephalons Clieh among e oy
tHinlox Churelies of the Faer, Fhe Chureh has now
besides His Holine 11y Patviareh. 11 A lihii=liops-

wnel 3 bi=hii e presiting over s lioeeses,
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HIM Huide Solvssie |

The Founder of Moderi | eolosion: ool Pragress

L S,

s Hotiness dbuna Basilios, Patriarch of Ethiopia
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Abuna Sawiros Archbishop of Gamu Gofa

P
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Alvsna Wichant Bishop of Aryss

Phe Tollowing are the figures <how ing the total
noher of hin
A1 PRI PYEr
Moo 0l G RCHES:

e Clersymen and of  Churel-

Movasteries ... . 2 w4 His
PavebiClrelies e . 12,519
Toral: . % 15,131
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No.

N

OF CLERGYMEN:

Pricsis | | w 5 01604

Deacons .. e . . |

D bteras o ¥ . 10297
Total: ... IT 1

OF CHUCH MEMBERS L3000

Holy Trinity Cathedral

Public attending religious services
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OUR CHURCH AND

OUR SOCIAL LIFE

(By Medadee Selam Sampel Torefe
Trans. By Ato Ejigu Dissedegne
Stee the Bl century, the Ethiopan Orthodox
Clhneels D <harved all o griefs and happiness.
BT stand an the side of the peaple in time of

dillicnltic. and on lapps vecasion= It has not ta-
Ken the <titus of gn olserver keeping itzelf aloof
with vezacd 1o the <ueial activitios of the nation.
T s participaied o all the sovial aetivities and
wellare programen - ol the nation taking a lead-

ing pact o all allaie-, 1 - been the nuelens

30

around which all the affairs of the nation has re-
volved,

In Ethiopia. we do have three terms of rara-
mannt importance, These are Atsege (the Empe-

rori. Etegie (Empress the wife of the Emperori.

amd Eieln
dox Chureh) . These words have a decy signific

gie (the Head of the Ethiopian Ortho-

cance, No seeret of the government has remained
undisclosed to the Etegic or the Erchegie as they
have heen advisors 1o the Emperor in times of war
anil peace,

Though the <erviees our Churel has remder-

et the soviely are ey aind weean whieh e
auire much tme. energy and ability to elaborate
it s appropriate W ooxplain a few of them hege
very livicfly

First. let us consider an gauge the part play-
ed by the Chureh in the educational life of the na-
tion. It s played an aetve role in the eduea.
tional <phere of the nation.  A\s a matter of fact

until very recenthy. until the Toundation of 1l

wodera educational <y <tewn in Fabiopia and the
formation of the Education Niw=tes. all forme- of
struction. he it <eeular. ~piritual o pehileupliie
al. had heen in the hand= of the Clureel . 1 s por
an exageration to say that the Chorele had Deen
the wministey of education

Some ol the voung people graduating Trom

Chureh sehools joined pricsthood. some e
judges and some gencrals. Even the Emperor-

e 2

i FFm=L Eg

i ELYE E=
= 5= =

\
1 e
t""i’ﬁ ]

L

lﬁlt

St George Chureli ¢ Addis Ababa

Pubdic antending o relivions festival
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St George Churele (i)

In ancivnt tvpe of Churel, Fniledings

had studiedl in Churel schaols. The Chureli selonl
zraduwates could join and partivipate in all kinl- of

profezsional careers of thy nation. Th nuf_\ thiinz

they had 1o do was 1o work hard to nmake the qa-
e of God hallowed by all men.

The Chureh <chaol products were renowned
not for their .-n-||u!:|r.~||ip only. but also for thejr li.
e chinra

ced Iy honesty, Kinduees, POTIY -
rality <pirituality and sood and examplary work,
I

thew 1o hecome Saints |

These ide

amd noble qualities enable many of

I <ehool eraduwates are pon

servives to the  sovermment and e

people of Ethiopia, holding post= of governmen

alvisers i povern il other Key positions.

tenerally <peaking,

util hardly  wore than one

s b deeades

oo Chistors tells we thar ey

cation el fuen wholly inthe hands of  the

Clinireh Ve the cstalilishment of gl M

ol Fducation alea (he Clhureh ha- vo

sorve the socieny miving cducation frecly in (R

ration witle Mini-tes of Education

ey of the Chorels =chools, <t

ent= ey o the teaditiongl Churely eduea

aililan

U e cldveation,
The Lollowy iggn stlipeets iy TR tausht in

our Clieele soliale Tl e
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Lo Gevz and Ambarie | [FTETIS

20 Geer and Awbharic literature

3. Poetry (Kinie

Lo Churelr miusie (Lo

A World & Billical Hi-tory

6. Mathematies « Alshisky )

T l’]liln-.uluh_\

d. Biblical CXEEeais

0 Doctrine aml History of the Churel,

10 Liturgic-

T Civil & Conun Law

120 Christian Fthies

13, Pastoral Theology

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACIHERS
The teachers waaally follow the divine con.

mambment, “What he have received  Treely wive
Trevly They dead simple amd lermine life

Most of them have cenmonmecd the eharme-, diipe.

aml ple

res of thi- warlid, thu- transcemding thi-

material world . It s wor Ieen <o mch their

-{-}erfur-hip as e pon ol theie life wnd il

to the righteon-

their ¢l

ool their <onl and 1y uprizhime of

er that - caplivated 1l di-ciple

sownd il

Very <eldom bave e Eawperoes and the po

Bles helped e teachers il olja iplis. bt on the

whale the teachiers the disciples have done
tualvi

their work of teaching and ng respectively

Lar moral, from

without setting any help, ma
anrtpseel.

Now let us come 1o the missionary activity of
the Chureh The Ey i

heen o

Orthodos Churel liae

e consider iry aetivities for

centuries The monasteries have went o preachi-

er= amnld prnpll--l-, whao  have e L d I'.‘ the

Holy Ghost. wha lave transcended e warllly
temptations. who were. <o 0 sy, varthly angels
and leaventh mew. o the people in order

they might preach and teach The efforts of thew

peaple have enabled our o try to he callial ~an

Eland of Cheistianity™  Now our Chareh i~ pres
paring 1o o missionary work in other African

e

eonntrics and also 1o support and <gre
Chiristian Churehes aly iy estalilislied there 1

survive the strang wind of political and <avial

changes hlowing over the continent of Africa

Mareover. our Cla cand nation.

reli s patrie

alistic. It i @ foree which has devated and com.

il W holly 10 the wervices amd the well

m

it s

being of the nation.  Tn tine of

heen a prestee-heeping hads between spuareelling puer-
o= aml parties. It alay has helped and suprprorted
the weak. visited the -jek, amd  Bwelped  the pri-
soners ta b released  Besides, il Clareh has g

sen to every Tamily a prie<t who vonlid weach anl

advise the wembers of the fan i thos helping
e o follow the pisla path in their seenlar and

wal L

~priri
b thes of wars the Clhurel, liaas mnarclied 1o
the battde field with 1he Ewperars amld their ar-

teie= e

s her Crose and her = Tobot™ tir fighin

againsl the o

e desiving 1o invade (e conntry
amd profane her 11 e proclvimed the aesurane
vl Ewernal Life for these wha might i an
extermal uppressor-

Ii_\

leatide field fighting uy

Seceveryvone wanld fig d withont e

ervation. Thus it s given ite soliier treine o -

il suppaort
The wetive part plased by the Chureel i gl

fra=t it of war can li araspead baeat i we rel

ianorthodox.org

between the lines the lostiris ol the batthee of

Vwa and Maicliew During tlies e, a- il

vountry was fighting again=t the Fagior g sion

it suflered an measurable low  Waorde e o
wilequate o explain fully the disaster and anaili.
lation it confronted . Thousanis of - welilir-

amd clergyvinen wers

sacred by the  Faseia
ey Some of these martyre have memorial <.

tuesin the ity of Addis Ababa irelf

To e the relation=hip hetween (il Clinerely
TR
las" specels made an e oevasion of the colehration

of the  fiftlh an

and the Stare, it i fit o quate from AL

wersary ol the consecration of
Abuna Basilios as the fira Parriarch of Ethiopia

words tun as follows. =Tl State amd 1he

Chureli are two faces of (e =ume hook  This hook

i~ Ethiopia™ 1y -0 saving the Bishop explained
vividly the maonolithie unity . barmony el e

ration between the Clurely and the State feam the

beginming . Their COOpeR 0 be likened 1

tand mitual aesistanee betwern i

he cooperati

cieht hand aned 1l fefy Iand wnd between the

sand the Jeft ey

PRAYER

thae Churelcs life - characterized by praver amd

warship It devotes wineh e dn praver aod wor
hip. In certain Churehes there are tinies when

praver and worship wanld Jye offered for 1820

hastirs eontingously, Bisidis, in

L T TTRT{FE N

of wur Churel, there aee oy n

vomnnhs wha do
noloat all ol theaughomt their lives anmld wha
beed on leans andd ronts ol trees,

Frow the Toregoing lirief srves ol aur Cligr-

W serviees o e =ocieny and the relation=hip
betwern the Clinrel anld 1l Btite, we can conel.
e that vue Clhiarel - 4 factor ol parsmount .
pertanee andeelving v histors . eivilization ol

el continued e pendanee foy ol of

Vears




Deparvtement Of Research Mission Work And Publication

G Y URO T OoND CEGNENT

T wowell Known faet 1 Ethiopia is today

P bvaneh o peviod of wreat changes iy all
rhecee af it fife, the Churel is now Feved withy the
St vespansibiline of fullilling Ler gaek hathy
PO Ving te nalinn's spivitwal foundation
b in making  frerself ready to proclaim the
Guspel of Sulvation 1o oll crectures. From thi-
point el sien there are many things whicl the

Churel hae o dos and the Chureli (4Tice has e

sided 1o make o hey e by expanding it aetiv-
e A cummary of the plans made s given
FI"I"‘.
L RESEARCH WoORK
Lerne of the oldest Clirelies in the wirhd the
Ethiopian Orthodos Clirely hae a o

the past the Cliereh s prreoalueed
who nudde tenifican conteibution- in the fields of
theol wieal

il =niritual Biteratore, Chuarel musje.

littraie: qnd winiy others Their contribun; n= Jorm

fract of the wealth of un heritage, and they need to
he hath callect] |

Iopreserved and studied aml
exzanned for o senervation. It e o necessin

Lo inake 0 ey | Sty ef Lie aneient mionasterie.

4 Axcam

el elsewhere. Beajdps,

our Clgee’y | e then

pesiads ol hath

gloey and erisi- i the wasl, These alsa nesd g

- e
Thiey
wiirk

tifie sty eed evaluation, The Researel

patrtinent ploes o offer Tacilitice. Tor all this

MISSTON WORK
ey vears owe v started  our

el

adong ~everal lines, W ith a view 1o

cemmnnivating sound principles of the Chris Lan
Faith ol livine, we are carrving  ona  wide
vanze ol programme over the  rpdio, We ir-
ke

gl

o expusition of the  centeal

istitn Goopel the moral amid

spivituel v e of the Churel, g instruction

an nivh'e This Department i yley res-

pon=ihls vanzeliste aetivities of ¢,

Churel. Thus it recraits and sends qualified e

B preach the Gos el 1y o0 orristia:

i particalarly o e Western Provinee, These

gotothe places 1 which they anel en-

wselbves Toth in hringingnon ity

rele aml i offeving (e Chiristy-

an o narture,  Yissingg

=oare veernited by ghi.
et aml sent ehrosd, 1o places like the
il

LS S0 A We e w33 ConEre

n. Britis= Guotana, Tri

ad aml ovey 1o the

alions g these

aree- whivh ok to us for suihoner aml sprivitieal
=
A PURLICATION WORK

If s carvivd on by the “Pubilic Belation- (RIS

e Undey e

ves various Kimls of polj

Books. penpiler bagazines. and Chaeel Hew -

ters ase pnbdishisd, The  two newspapers s

hronglt ot op

ahtly are = Tekle Haimanor =
i Bete Christion™, Thiee unddevtabe 1

wereh the public in varioy- aspeets of  Christian
st or

to cammnicate itsell 1o thye preopbe. they carey

doctrine and livine, an ol the Clrels

articles an velision, morals. spivitual Bfe gl eda-
vietive jilegs, They alsi contain news of the Clhureh.

heth mational an internationg

Thi= Departsient
puhlishes and distrilutes pamphlets freely o the

tanle an <pecial occasions,

Paese thiree aelvities are tahen up Il
Hewd Oliee of the Ethiopian Orthados Cligreh
which i= i eharge of L stivee adviinistration of

the Chareh, This offjee

eaoall the setivities ol

the Chareh. it being in close tonel with the h
offices of the various diocescs, The Hewl Offive

ol the Chureh coordj

woannd supervises  theis
droveh Offiee - tahing ol

mecesszry steps fur the Turtheranee of it work

activities, In {aet the

Sehools OF The Etiiopian Orthodox Church

e e ARERR A BEKELE

The el ol e Kihio

* Chureli have

Been actinge oo e only o breational ageney il the
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begizning of the 2mi, cemtury. Toue Chaveh tonk
tie dead for many centuries in the fiell of edueat.

o cultural development amd masny other social

e
198 ¢

- Some of the eliareies,

amd e nitarian activit

mondsteries and seminarics were the centers of

education holy for the Chureh and Tor Lie slale,
Many al the Judges lawyers, Gsome of thet mem-
hers of the cabinet and many athers ocapying im-
portant positions in the  government todday  are
graduates of el ~chools. Thus, we van say that
e Chureh sehools were (e places where the
intellegensia of the nation were traj il
FHE TRADITION 4L EDUCATION

The traditional education in Ethiopia follow-
a pattern of itx own, The primary cducation -

given in almost evers ehurchyard and iy some vl

noare tavght to read anid

writes After studvivg the alphaliet. the Tieat pa

age recommended for reading s the firs epristle
of Johne Waen the elild i alle 10 read this in
Greea he i promoted 1o the next grade, in whicy

articolate sl Tlaent reading of the Gospel s re.

quired. Next eomes the reading of the Pealims and

obaer parts ol the seripture: and here ends the
primary education, These and g few other lescons
together constituted the |-|r‘l||r‘|ll::r) edveation in
the r=t.

Aivaneed  elucation wa- also ziven in the
Chureh sl Those who completed their el
mentany education went an pursning their studie-

by moving from one seat of learning to another

wtil they ~ati=fied ey hunger for Knowlede

My of them o izedd i some particalar field

of Ciealogical or eeelesiz tical stuilies. Thi= wa-

aotiieved anly after a long peciod of hard waork -

they bad to earn theis living i aldition 10

aei koowledee. Au cminem prelate Tor

insla av prabahly have “pent 20 o more vears

al varions  monastic e e perfecting -

vilieation.

Some of the subjeer Laey stadiesd cand the

wetad they fullowed o msterig them are quin
different from those that we ~ee in wolern edyeat-

i Stadying the commentarics of the Ohi and tine

New Testanwents from the writings of the varion-

Chure Fathers of anvie

thies: learning the
canrel msic with the msical note prepared by
Yerel the founder of (he Ethiopian  Chaesly
wasie: taking instroction in the rital ol e

litnppey cempising  religion- proactes s g

e wubile tleological  reflections. parti
"

waerelating  ehristological CONEraversies-hes,

were the main areas of stindy for the theologicul

student in the Courely of Ethiopia, Besides, some

sevulie subjects sueh as lanen history,  faw

teanon and civily, and astronomy were also avail-
able o the advaneed student, Mozt of the stthjecss
were studied Dy heart: <o most modern educai-

itmis

would consider sueh ways of teaching a-

by fessiliced  amil unprogressive,  However
suey edacation <till flowri<lies and plays an import-
ant part in the nztion’s caltural and social life
CHURCH EDUCATION AT PRESENT

Now two kinds of education existoin the
Ethicpian Orthodox Cliurels.

Lo There are sehools whien follow oth 1w
sevtlur  aml theolugical sulijects. The seeula

eduation i inparted aveording to the eurriculum

ol the Ministry of Edueation. Thay - Lo =av, sul-
fevls suea as seienee, nithematios, gvugmph_\ are

i tawght in the same

way as in the govern-
et selvonls I addition 1o thie, theologival <l

el cuehas the Bilile, chureh minsie, religions

poctey methads of preaching ete. are aleo offered

these chureh sehnols, Tans g tudent of <ueh o

school D= move sulijerts 1o sty than the student -
e gavernment or private sehools. Such Chureh
sehouls e maindy found in Addi= Abalba aml in

some provinees. These sehools are only at the el

mentary level vanging from grade 1 1o 8,

L There are sehools that follow only the theo-
lwsival studies. Ta eite one example. the pewly
il Memhir  Gabre Ivesus School  n the
monasters at Debire Libanos aims to conserve and

mit e old teolitional education 1o e o

Selioals that e

I ey the

s

aterent traditional Ovthaodos teacling arg.
found in wast ol the ald mona=teries anid
chirelies,
AINVINGSTRATION

With il exeeption ol sehools inoa few

wovinees the administration  aml 1 weneral
s

trad
I

in Aildic Aaha, The work of supervising  and

divection of these schools s vested in the e

aminiteetion of the Ethiopian Ovlicdoy )
fincncing i~ carricd on by the Clinreh,
HICHER EDUCATION

Plrongh it was mientioned abiove than all il
Fthinpian Osthodox Clinrel acltonls are at an

clesientary level, it shouald e added  Wiat 1hi-

13




Prtvment <houbd e aquadified. for theee is the
of thye ol Tr

by School

Fivecalizaeal Cully vowith g

=t

i=tered I'.‘ the Haile

e b Lniversing, Thow win have lini=hied

thair --]1-|||-'||l.lr_| ~chool d have the

ealilication are entitled 10 Join this institution.

Graliates of this - wl and other =evondary

ul of  theologi

~chools who have o 1
~tuddies van eunt -l I
oll el the Holy ) rinityin Addic Alah

studies in the Theal il

arealsa available 1o <tadents Tan

I'“qIII.
FUTURE PLANS

To ~tart secomidary ols at Teast in the prin-

vipal citive ol paepy previnee in Ethiopia is one of

(BT} tin subjects of consideration I the Depart-

wment of Edueation of e Ethiopian Orthodaos

reb The department hopes 1o patallial:
ulf,

Feachers and thus enable them to be i

g orourses for mionk -, pricets, precach-

for the maode and way of modern life and therelin

win modern men and w g Chiriat,

However, ji e smentioned here that the

seneral arg cation ol the Department of Eduear-

ion - coeeenthy wnder review with o view to open-

i wents awd steeamling the

the neeessars e
= offives and their functjon..
MISSION AND pPARISH
INTHE ETHIOPLAN ORTHODON CHURCH
O SAMUEL
I anby o ide over
[ Y I n

corntey and 1hy pl'nplt- i= rather meagre,

wovear ago that | oeame

pia ally oy knowledge of the

&
I lave e ooy areival lere 1o stuily

the

the many aspects ol clipreh life: in !':llqiup'-

tifor mo b e wo fay 1
vovlementary level S, I
expected oo contain anythj el iy fieat [T

Ethiopia has o lone liiste wined its officjal

ligion i the Orthodox Cly o should e g

1= are not Chy

il however. that all Ethiop

e

ans weither are all Ethiopian Chistian- e

ol the 1) dox Choreli, At the <ame t I
tren to <ay that the Ethivpian Octhodos Chiurch
i= 1l single commmminy in Ethiopia, anid

that at i this Charel whiel, | kept the light of

Hee Chiristian Ceaspel <l in this  African

conntes all hvonsh the centuries, In faet in the

ling conpse ol Bistory i is this Churely by Ta-

4 the nation in = mam

wlways stood solidly el

conflicts gl ¢

with URWAVering cupport i

IRt e w Ethiopian Orthaodoy Chur

i linked with 4

Coptic Churely of Egvpt. Bur it

i alse a fact that thie Churel lias developed ey

own tradit msic and

in worship. reli

~everal other s ol cealesiastieg . Thus the

Ethiopian Ortladon Clureh s nndondedly 1

al Clineely of Ethiopia.

Vosreat deal of gl Churen'- =olidharity fjes

=ler

o her parishes and e
1 1961 1

Y parish chorehes, g H35 m

Vecording 1o

tisties taken

Ethiopian Orthadox

Churels has | “-

stevies which are lis wited  along  the lengtly
aed beeadth of 1l |':I||in||}.'u| Empire.  The

prarishes constitute jn 4 eal sense the small,

.'Iﬂfi
It

itsleries

of the Churely’s en

monasteries are places wh

worthy of vote that jn most e the n
nain o sort of e i 0NN aseetis
life, Much of (he

hatiy of CXpron

mary work of the Chureh,

faith 10 the heliovers and

ol

the Gospel 1o non-Cliri

s Jue I till i done by the monk-.
Each of F Iviaspia’s parishes is centred round

the el

where the sregation meets for

worship and celision. o mies of varions Kind..

On Sunday- and Feast day = the clergy <tan the

worship long Lefore divlieeak and conclude il

with the celebration of tine Eucharjs by sl &

o'cloek in the mornin These worship sery

1w

numbier-, A non-Ethiopian  why partivipates iy

= are

sty attended Iy anen

enin large

e <orvices e honnd 1 liee

Cimpressed with

the deep ~enme of devetion I reverenee whiels

e lll'(l[!lf' CX|rress g spottancously for Ve -

thing contected with the chiureh and worship,

ial part of (e

Tl warship 1= ¢ ipletely litury

s

are o use. the worship pray

o alwavs ineluds preaching This may. in faer

A an oatsider 1o carry with |
i othe F:lfli(.jliull e

v the T pare=ston

lon Churel dues ot ar

oamy sisnieanee 1o weacling. This how ey or
+ 3 I -

which has exjated

i~ a mistake, and 4

for «o wan lornnge vannot hee e paeceted

T hanve o

the faith e it< member-. The 1)

dox Churel has, in fact, el

it= own for instrueti

Christian living. Thi= consis- in 4 r custom

of pricsts meeting witly 1y people after the con-

explaining to

clusion of the worsip serviee a

ather Eastern Churehs, the Ethiopipan Orthodox

nher of feast days through-

Church has a large m

onut the year. Two of them, namely Vaskal in

September and Timbat in January, have leem
national holidavs jn Ful iopia. Maskal i= the feq
of the Cross und Timkat s the feast of our Lor

baptisn. In convection with Luoth

large crowds of people meet and
ranged as a necessary phase of the celeliration,

120 In connection with suints days. The Ethiopian

Orthadox Churely recognizes many saints davs jn

a vear. on which not only the saints hut aleo the

morated. Some sai lays u=

chicf angels are can
also some feast days recur every month. and each

HIiM ‘! at “Demera” Creligious festival)

and =i

them e meaning of the C)

lar subjects,

= this, there are three other ocea

B«

widely recognized [or preeching, and they are:-

1 Ieconneetion with the great festivals, Like

a burning torch in His hand

fumily has its own Patron saint or angle, On these
t both in the church and in

davs there i wor
homes. Each family celebrates jis patron saint’s

day every vear. On such oceasions the family con-
verned invites friends aml neighhours, There is
then, in addition o a common meal, a time of
preaching and relizions discourse conducted by
pricst< (33 In connection with assemblios held in
homes. 1t s a wswal practice in Ethiopia that
religiosocial gatherings are held in homes Iy

turns, These as slies are attended by people of
the locality. On such oceasions also preaching is
conducted as an cssential item of the ceremony.,

These are come of the most important ways in




“Maselod™ Feust uf

wiien tie Kthiopian (vthodox Church has con-
i
in thi= land. They have worked well in

ed to Keep the torel of the Chivistian a

Ve past and that ds why thi: Chareh is still o
strong body. Sinee tie community could maintain

- i

s by cuel methods, the need for deve.

bogoines

v School work for ehildren vouth

ion= for

wevewment= Tor the voung o

women dus ot been felt by this Charel in the past.

have hezun to

it veventiv, however, thi o

[is
ehan s tlit Sunday Sehool work e organized

i several areas and g few movements Tor the

et bt been started, We may hope that

s w I <preadd 1o all parishes and that religions

woilds T women alse will he for ol soon.

Thesr evalininne are hound 1o come, hecanse

l‘,'l‘rirllli.r = onow passivz thronsh a very rapidl
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eting all areas of life, A- one of the

counlrivs in Afrg

Etiiopia la-

dAroduced education wlong modern lines  anl

entered the ape of s

aml technology, As 10

cducztion. theugh the teaditional tipe of schonls

whicl wave served the nation for ce turies =till

contizee In oseveral areas, they are bei

g replaced
by the modern pe ol schools, These schools and
e Haile Sellas i
cilueation at g |

fields of knowled

vhleets on the youth, Tn faet the Younger genera-

P University are imparting
v level of proficieney in all
Sucl dlevelopments have their

tion of m

amd women have already Desun to
adopt an outlook on life quite different from the
one which was prevalent aboui half 4 century ago.
Su it s aogreat responzibility on the part of the
Churel 1o keep pace with these movements aned

lelp the youts grow i faith and Cliristian living
as they imbibe new ideas and ideologies.

That even this aced has not been unrecogniz-
ed by the leaders of the nation and the Chureh
i= known from the fact that in modern Lpe

schools Ethiopian teachers are appointed with the

special responsibility of imparting religious in-
struction and the Haile Sellassie 1 University has
the Theological College of the Holy Trinity as one
of it= constituent Colleges. This College is train-
ing men in theological subjects at a university
level. and they may e expeeted to serve either as
parish priests or as teachers of religion in schools.
In addition to this College the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Churely has a number of schools where candi-

dates for the ministry are trained. Men <o educat-

ed in the various wavs, we can loge

ately hope,
will work in the Church 10 sec that the prarishes
hecome effective instruments to lead the coming
generations ol men and  women 1o committed

Chri

an living.

The Etiiopian Orthodox Church has existed

ae u flourishing Chris

ian community. facing pro-
Dlem= which confronted her in the past for many
Jong centuries. Let us hope and pray that it will

courageonsly meet  the  challenges  which  are

£t

lirought against lier in the present generali
trat it will be an offective witness to the Christian
Gospel in the African continent.
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