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Then here is the continuation of the article, beginning with Mesenqo (The Ethiopian sin-
gle string violin).

Iy Hantalom Thadosse
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SYMBOLS AND INTERPRETATION OF ETHIOPIAN
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS IN THE ETHIOPIAN
ORTHODOX TEWAHIDO CHURCH

(Part two)

PEEErRPAPI

The name “Mesengo™ is denived from the Gees
word, “Sengewe” meaning “to sing” or “to beat”
Like the other Ethiopian musical nstruments,
Mesengo has s origion in the Old Testament
(Isaiah 5:12, 23:16 and Job 21:12). The Orthodox
vmbolize Mesengo with St.Mary. The
horsetail strings of Mesengo must be rubbed with
incense to produce the sound. According 1o the be-
lievers interpictation, the meense is the example of
Jesus Christ The strings produce sound afier rubbed
by the incense, St. Mary is known to be the most
respected Holv Lady after she has given birth to
Christ. The mcenses are also related with the n-
cense that the three wise men delivered to Christ at
his birth with gold and myrrh

believers

The straightness and singleness of the string ex-
amplifies the Orthodox Tewahido Faith In Greek,
“Ortho™ “Dox”
means “belief™ and “Tewahido™ represents unity
Accordingly, “Orthodox™ stands for one belief that
is correct or faultless.

means  “correct!  faultless™ and

The rainbow-like handle of Mesengo
also symbolizes the rainbow that God
showed to Noah as a promise not o punish
the world again with water, and the cross at
the top reminds believers the cross on which
Christ was crucified.

The box of the Mesenqo, which is made
up of leather is also the example of Noah's
boat in which he saved himself from the
storm. Here, Noah's boat in wrn exampli-
fics St. Mary and the steon examplifies the
hell. This huas a very pooounding lesson to

the believers that as ‘= boat saved him

from the storm, St. Mary saves the world as
she gave birth to Christ.

Meleket has its ongin dating back to the Old
Testament (Genesis 4:21,10:1) and psalms 60:3),
Peoples used Meleket 1o announce both good and
bad news, meaning happiness and sadness. The
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church relates this
with the Day of Judgment (i.e. the second coming of
Christ for the last Judgment). According to this in-
terpretation, the good news is the call for those who
fulfilled His orders to be saved in the heaven forever
while the bad news is for the sinners to be thrown to
the everlasting hell.

Meleket is also used to declare war. Like wise,
the believers relate thns with the declaration of the
closeness of the Day of the Last Judgment for the
Christians to prepare themselves for the heaven ful-
filling Christ’s orders. In other words, it awakens
them to fulfill Christ’s orders and be ready for the
heavenly hife.

The name B is derived from the Geez
word “Deredere” meaning, “to beat”™. Its origin also
dates back to the Old Testament (Genesis 4:21 and
Pslams 32:1-4 and 91:3). Begena has ten strings
made from horsetail, whicl, symbohize the ten com-
mandments of Christ. The two wooden standing
{one on either side) are interpreted as the notifica-
tions of the Old and the New Testaments. The hori-

zontal one that connects the two stands represents ¢

the Holy Bible that consists of the two Testaments

The Cla

1 remnis

;sical sound of the Begena is believed to

-at of St Mary's prayer to her child,
the forgiveness of the signers

34
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Embilta has also been used 1o praise God begin-
ning from the Old Testament (Psalms 1504,
“hronicles (1) 15:28 and Job 21:12), Regarding the
interpretation,  Embilta  and Trumba
(another trumpet) have the same mterpretation as
Meleket.

Washint also has its origin i the Old Testament
(Daniel 3:5). According to the Orthodox believers.
Washint represents the Gospel, which is the declara-
tion of the comimg of Christ. The four holes of
Washint are the examples of the four Evangelists:
Mathew, Mark, Luke and John

Though they are not parts of the above-
mentioned  traditional musical instruments,  the
writer would like to interpret the symbols of Qeshe-
n {The Tingdereb) and Maharam (The hand ker-
chief)

Qeshemara is an embroidery uniform garment
that the clergymen wear around their waist while
chanting during the celebrations of holy days. They
do this to symbolize the rope that the Jews used to
fasten Christ at His waist to pull forward and back-
ward on His way to Kerena carrying the cross to be
cructfied on 1t

It is a picce of decorated cloth that priests use to
hold their hand crosses and professional crosses. lts
symbolic interpretation is related to the piece of
cloth that St. Mary was shroud at her death and also

believed that she gave it o Thomas (The Apostle) at
her ascension. This was to show to the other Apos-
tles as a witness to persuade those who might doubt
about her ascension. It is also related with the hand-
kerchief that a Jewish lady, Selomie gave to Christ
to clean His sweat at His suffering before His cruci-
fixton

Nowadays, the “modernists™ are complaining
consistently about the use of tl
the Church. They want some modemn instruments 1o
be used, substituting the traditional ones. However,
the church strongly refuses such attitudes because of
the above-mentioned reasons and to preserve these
traditional musical instruments symbols as they are
our heritages. The church also argues that instru-
ments used for sccular occasions must not be used
in the church for rituals.

sse instruments by

The church also advises the young chanters to
reduce their o fast rotation while beating the ka-
baro (the drum). Too fast rotation while beating the
drum is not welcomed by the church for it is not its
tradition.

Desta Tekle-wald. Addis Yamargna Mezgebe-Kalat.
Artistic printing press, Addis Ababa (1990)
Haile-Gabriael Girma. Eminetna  sira’ate-

Bete-Kristian. Addis Ababa (1991).
‘Hamer”, A Journal of Ethiopian Orthodox Church

(Megabit/Mazia and Ginbot/Sene) 1990 E.C
Kidane-Wold Kifle. Metschafe sewasew we Ge'ez
Mezgebe kalat. Addis Ababa (1955)

Brehan  Tesema  Mikael.  Yamaregna
mezgebe kalat, Artistic printing press. Ad-
dis Ababa (1958)

Lige Kahinat Tiume Lisan Kasa. Yariedna Zemawe.
Tinsaye zegubaye printing press, Addis
Ababa (1989)

Abba

Kesate

We regret the error.

Page Paragraph Line
S8 4 I
58 5 4
59 5 2
60 4 10

The following words are erroneously spelt in the 2™ edition 2001of kirs Bulletin

Wrong, Carrect
Greek Geez
file face
priers picces
falling facing

mas
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hiopian Fossis Unify Homo Erectus

Ethiopian and American scientists have an-
nounced the discovery of million-year-old fossils
from Ethiopia’s Afar Regional state, indicating
that a single species of human ancestor, Honio
erectus, ranged from Europe to Africa to Asia in
the Pleistocene. The finds appear as a cover story
in the March 21 issue of the journal Nature.

Ihe Sit

«  lhe fossils were found near the village of Bourn
in the Middle Awash study area.

+  The Middle Awash lies within the Afar depres-
sion, about 140 miles (230km) northeast of
Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa.

«  The Middle Awash study area has produced
other major discoveries such as the hominid
species Ardipithecus ramidus (4 1o 6 million

years old) In 1999 the same team announced its

discovery of Australopithecus garhi, a new
hominid species, found in older 2.5 my1 sedi-
ments at Bouri.

L e s

The most important of the new Homo erectus
fossils is a calvaria (skull lacking the lower face
and teeth), was found by Berkeley PhD candi-
date Henry Gilbert on December 27, 1997, on a
normally clear day in 110-degree weather.

+  To enable safe transportation from the desert to
the National Museum of Ethiopia laberatory
where the new find could be carefully and prop-
erly extracted, the calvaria was enclosed in a
reinforcing plaster “jacket.” In the laboratory,
working with dental tools, the researchers spent
two years removing the skulleap from the ma-
trix of sediment that had tightly held it for a mil-
lion years. Dr. Berhane Asfaw, of Ethiopia, lead
author on the Nature paper, describes the fossil,
as one of Ethiopia’s most important

he Fossils

« To date, 7 hominid specimens have been recov-
cred from different Early Pleistocene localities
of this age at Bouri.

+ The Homo crectus hominid fossils reported by

the team include the calvaria, three thighbones
(femora), a shin bone (tibia), and other frag-
ments.

+  Each of these fossils represents a different indi-
vidual, Some of them were found miles apart,
but all are from the same geological Member,
and all belong to the species Homo erectus.

+  Without the dentition, the rescarchers cannot
determine  whether the adult Daka calvaria
represents a male or female. Fossilized leg
bones found at nearby Bouri localities indicate
statures of approximately 5.5 feet (1.7 meters)
for these early hominids.

B L e L L LY

The Environment

+ Today the Middle Awash is a remote desert in-
habited by the Afar people who are pastoralists.
Their seasonal villages dot the Afar rifl valley
floor.

+ Project geologists and paleontologists have es-
tablished that the Daka sediments were deposited
around the shores of a shallow freshwater lake.
Many animal fossils were found in the sedi-
ments, ranging from rhinos, horses, and ele-
phants to baboons and hyenas.

+ When Homo ercctus walked this landscape, its
grasslands were home to thousands of grazing
animals. Project member professor Elisabeth
Vrba of Yale University’s Department of Geol-
ogy and Geophysics studied the abundant ante-
lope fossils in detail.

e L i

The Culture .

+ Dozens of Paleolithic archacological sites from a
stone tool culture known as the Acheulean
(characterized by large, bifacially flaked cleavers
and handaxes) have been know from the Daka
sediments since the 1970s.

+ Many of these hand axes sites were excavated by
project archacologists team, led by the legendary
Berkeley archacologist J.Desmond Clark, who
published a major monograph on them in 2001.

« Dr. Yonas Beyene of the Ethiopian Ministry of
Youth, Sports and Culture studied the stone tools
most recently recovered from the Daka sedi-
ments. He reports evidence for the stone tool
butchery of large mammals.
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+ A key volcanic horizon below the fossils to
1.042 + 0.009 million years with the argon-argon
laser heating method by Dr. Paul Renne at the
Berkeley Geochronology Center. This technique
is a highly accurate method that determines the
time elapsed since the volcanic ash was super-
heated in an eruption. Argon gas trapped in the
rock after it cooled is measured. This gas is a ra-
dioactive decay product of natural potassium and
accumulates at a known rate in volcanic rocks
and minerals.

« The argon dating results were corroborated by
establishing the gcomagnetic polarity of the sedi-
ments bearing the fossils, These sediments in
which the hominids were embedded were re-
versed in magnetic polarity, and therefore must
have been deposited down more than ca. 800,000
years ago (when the earth’s field changed into its
‘normal” polarity), in the Lower Pleistocene pe-
riod. Analysis of the evolutionary state of various
animal fossils confirmed these results. According
to Dr.Renne, the combined dating results make
the new Homo_crectus fossils among the best
dated in the world.

+ The new Daka Homo erectus fossils are nearly
contemporary with other hominid fossils from
Spain, Italy, Java, China, Eritrea, Tanzania, and
Kenya.

+ The species Homo crectus was discovered in
Java in the late 1800s by Eugene Dubois.Later
discoveries were made in China, near Beijing.
By the 1960s Homo erectus was scen by most
authoritics as the ancestor of our species, Homo
In the 1970s the carliest Homo ercctus fossils
were found in Africa, dating from approximately
1.8 million years ago. In the 1980s Richard
Leakey's team found the ske won Turkana Boy,
one of the carliest representatives of Homo erec-
Scientists have hotly debated the status of Homo
crectus_as a species for the last twenty years.
Some advocated splitting the species into two,
with the carlier specimens from Africa being la-
beled “Homo ergaster”, and only the Asian forms
being classified as Homo erectus.

Recent studies have shown that some Javanese
fossils and the newly- discovered fossils from
Dmanisi, Georgia (former Soviet Union) date to

-
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as much as 1.5 million years ago. These fossils
and their dates indicate that once Homo erectus
originated--probably around two million years
ago in a yet-unknown region-- the species rap-
idly spread across much of the old World, rang-
ing from Africa to Java.

+ The new Ethiopian fossils, the most complete
evidence of Homo erectus in that country, are
very similar to other African, Asian, and Euro-
pean contemporaries.

+ The team’s detailed cladistic analysis compared
characteristics of the new fossil with other homi-
nids from Africa, Europe and Asia. The analysis
showed that it is impossible to cleanly segregate
Homo erectus crania from different continents.
According to Henry Gilbert of U.C. Berkeley,
the analysis showed that as of one million years
ago, Homo erectus was probably a single specics
with gene flow across its known range from Java
to Italy to Ethiopia.
According to Professor Tim White of U.C.
Berkeley, a co-author of the study, once Homo
erectus had originated, its way of life allowed it
to spread widely and invade new habitats. Like
other widespread large mammals such as the ti-
ger, Homo erectus was a specics that comprised
local populations (demes) that differed slightly,
but gene flow among them prevented subsequent
species-level splitting.

+ The report notes that it is possible that the global
effects of the major Pleistocene glaciations that
began about 950,000 years ago did split the spe-
cies, with one branch leading to Homo sapiens.

+ There are anatomical differences between the Chinese
fossils from Zhoukoudian (“Peking Man") and fossils
that are more recent than Daka in Africa. The differ-
ences suggest that by 500,000 years ago, the ancestral
species Homo erectus had split into at least two
branches. A Furopean branch would later evolve into
the Meanderthals.

+ The Daka fossils arc intermediate in time and anat-
omy between ealier fossils from Kenya and Tanzania
(Turkana, Olduvai) and later fossils in the same Ethio-
pian study area (Bodo, Middle Awash). These newly
discovered fossils complete an evolutionary sequence
in Africa between 1.8 and 0.6 million years ago. Ac-
cording to lead author Dr. Berhane Asfaw of Ethiopia,
this latest Ethiopian discovery represents one more
link in a series of fossils that clearly show human ori-
gins and evolution over the last six million years.

sunrce:- The Middle Awash Research Group.
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The geological formation and situation of the Rift Valley enrich Ethiopia in Paleontological Collection.
Lucy, relatively complete body, 3.2 million years old Fossil, Ardipithecus Ramidus 4.4 million years old and
Australopithecus garhi 2.5 million years old are few among others. The above-mentioned and others discov-
eries of the country raise the interest of scientists to come to Ethiopia for research works.

The Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage is authorized to give research permits

to researchers in the field of archacology, paleontology. paleoanthropology. ethnology and related field of

studies in the country.
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Coordinator of the
rescarch project

Title of the research

Place of the rescarch

Professor John Fleagle

Ato Zelalem Asefa

Palecanthropological Reconnaissance of Mid.
and Late Quaternary Deposits in kibish Forma-
tion,

Kibish, The Southern Nations, Na-
tionalities and Peoples Regional
State.

2 Dr. William kimble
Dr. Donald Johanson

Paleoanthropological Research at Hadar Homi-
nid Site

Hadar, Afar
State,

National Regional

3 Tertia Bamnet

Hararghe Rock Art Survey,

Around Harrar town, Harari Na-
tional Regional State

4 Philip Jacqueline
(Jacke) Sharon

Shire Archaeological Survey.

Shire, Tigray National Regional
State.

Busidima-Dikika  Paleontological Research

5 Dr. Zeresenay Alem- Project Afar National Regional State.
seged
6 Excavation in Progress in the Moche Borago [ Moche Borago, The Southern Nations,
Dr.Guther Xavier Rock Shelter Nationalities and Peoples Regional
State
Neolithic and Rock Ant in the Rock Shelter of | Wolyta, The Southern Nations, Na-
£ Dr. Poisbland Benoit Wolayta tionalities and Peoples Regional
State,
Paleontological and Geological Survey of Pa-| The Amhara, and Benishangul Gu-
8 Prof. Johan Kappelman leagene and Neogene Deposits in Westemn Ethiopia. | muz National Regional States.
Archacological Survey of the Highlands Es-|Benshangul Gumuz National Re-
9 Victor M, Fernandez carpment Edge Near Assosa. gional State,

10 Prof. Marcello Pipemo

Paleontology Research and Open-air Museum
Construction Project at Melka Kunture

Melka kunture, Oromia National
Regional State.

11 Prof. Horest Seidler

Paleoanthropolgical Research at Galili.

Galili, Afar National Regional State.

12 Dr.Kathryn J.Weedman
Dr.Steven Braandt

Toward an Understanding of Stone Tool Variability,
An Ethnoarchacological Study of the Konso Hide
Workers of Southern Ethiopia

Konso, The Southern Nations, Na-
tionalities and Peoples Regional
State.

13 Prof. Helmut Ziegert

Axum:Environment,Settlement and History.

Axum,Tgray National Regional State,

14 I'rof. Rodolf Fattovich

Archaeological Expadition at Bete Giyorgis
(Aksum).

Akusm, Tigray National Regional
State.

15 D, Oshjorn M. Pearson

Assesment of the paleoanthropological poten-
tial of the Gorgora MSA and LSA site.

Amhara Region, North Tana, Gor-
gora Town

e e e e e A e A A L b Rt st A S S At

16 Dr. Kaye E. Reed
Dr.CharlesA. Luckwood

Paleonthology, Geology and Prehistoric Ar-
cheolology

Afar Regional State
Middle Lady
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Homimzation

Lucy,

blessed among women,

three mullion years ago,

when there weren't any lepends yet

but only a loving search

for dandruff in the fur, was waiting for somebody
on the Iakeshore, but no one came except death,
suitable for the species

Australopithecus afarensis,

a small death with human walk

and the skull of an ape.

Lucy, excavated,

partially ascended into heaven

after restoration with plaster,

a forgotten nursery-rhyme,
geny-mecny-miny-mo,

and she's stll waiting.

“And mybe we too,

even if there’s a plaster shortage.

And maybe we too,with all Pliocene hopelessness on
the lakeshore.

perhaps they'll find us some day

ance there are real people.”

The late Czech poet,Mirislay Holub
Translated in to English by Ewald Osers

ICCROM-International Center tor the Study of the Pres-

ervation and the Restoration of Cultural Propertics.

1COMOS-International  Council on  Monuments and

Sites

WCH- World Cultral Heritage.
[COM-International Council for Museums.
NWHO-The Nordic World Heritage Office.

The Study of ancient cultures peo-
ples ana periods of history by scientific analysis of

physical remains, esp those found in the ground.

The Study of Fossils as a guide (o the

history of life on carth.

The Study of the human race, esp of

its orgins, development customs and beliefs.

is stone made funerary structure where the de-
ceased 15 rested under a single slab of capstone placed
upon at least two supporting stones or under a capstone

without supporting stones.
p

rial purposes.

is stone made funerary structure mostly

round or triangular in shape
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: is a stone Monolith erected for funcrary or memo-

If someone is rude, if someone is impatient, if some-
one is un-kind. T will not respond is a like manner.

If 1 come across someone who treats me harshly or
unfairly [ will quictly ask GOD to bless that individ-
ual. | understand the “enemy” could be a family
member, neighbor, co-worker or stranger.

1 will carefully choose and guard my words being

- il e

I will find ways to hel share the burden of another
person.

I will forgive any hunts or injuries that come my
way. :

1 will reach out anonymously and bless the life of
another,

| will practice the golden rule- do unto others, as |
would have them do unto you-with everyone | en-

counter

My smile, my words, my expression of support, can
make the difference to someone who is wrestling
with life

| will only as much my body needs; | will eat only
healthy foods. | will thank GOD for my body.

1 will spend a httle more ime in prayer today: | will
begin reading something spiritual or inspirational to-
day; will find a quiet place (at som. point during this
day) an listen to God's voice!!!

Getahun Begna

Abone to the dog is not charity. Charity is the bone
shared with the dog, when you are just as hungry as dog.

Jack London

Real joy comes not from ease or riches or from the praise
of men, but from doing something worthwhile.

W.Gren fell
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i woreda of the Amhara
i Stawe approximately 700 Kme north of
tal city of Ethiopa Lalibel:

D00 residents 15 situated

Lown
1 alti-

we see level

I hie town has potable water, telephone and 24 hours
power services, The rocky and mountamnos

iality aimaort

Lalibele airport 15 23 km far from wi due to the

L omonnanous nature ol the ared

In addinon to @ number of small Restaurants and
ce well-oreunized Hotels namely
vernment owned Hotels, and
I with traditional Thatched

R
I

and Schat wy

private ownued Hh

= houses

The s by town of Lahbela bud served as

e cipital « “Ethiopa between 127 and 13 century
tawn 15 well known for its 10 monolithic churches,

sd by King Lalibela

1 Lan Syum the
W Matinve

1 1s the second son of k

her was the

the help of st Gebreal
and preat 1 When
of bees rest on the body of the

baby and sud thit rin of bees knew that the baby

called “Lal bella™ which means
So the nume of the ¢hild

¢ owas O, he

would be

sanetuary i

poncipal and di

Lalibe d hived i Jerusalem for five years betore
- e became & Afier that es told him that he
Iithie ehurches by cutting out fro

e tock wath at establishing

New Jerusale:

Wiien

fronn i

chdwewn churclies

tarvelons arehiectun

of b bahbwelba chunche
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The custence of a large number of churches has

pela town resemble to the Holy city of Jerusa-
| | tie construction, which aimed at making New Jeru-
sulem in Ethopia, is represented on ever-skillful crafis-

mianship and talent of the time and depicted the people’s
dedication 1o faith

of all 10 Rock-hewn churches m
Lalibela i~ atrributed to king Lalibela (1181-1221) who
devoted his time, power, energy and fuith for the sacred
cause. Lalibela built the monolithic churches n to three

The constructie

waDebresina/,

H

Deragle

Bete Medihanealem s the largest monolithic chureh
cha™ 1s found It

where the sacred cross-called “Afro Ayge
is separated from the main rock in all sides

1t has 34 outer and more internal pillars. Most of the
outer pillars were collapsed due to Earthquake during the
16" century but an lahan expert called Cambus replaced
the collapsed pillars with stone brick i 1954, He also

The first group comprises Bete Medihanealem, Bete -

Hete Meskel and Bete -

nserted a lot of small iron like nails on the wall and cov- +

e painted red color called * Cartame”™

| with concocted cement and sand. After that 3

After 13 vears the same nationality expert called

it removed all forcign materials from the
relini used the local people who had no
1 conservation to remove the nails, they dam
aged the wall of Bete Medihancalem badly while they
tried to remove the 1ron and the red color

Sanjiro A
wall. Si
idea at

Now the heavily damaged Bete Medibanealem build-

ing has temporary shelter made with scaftolding and cor-

ed ron sheet

et Mariam (house of Mary) has 3 doors and 4 inde-
pendent interior pillars. 1t as partially one story mono-
ive wall painting including

lithic church and full of attr:
aneles, seal of Solomon, sun, moon and other pictures
aus practice. Bete Marnam is the only La-
libela's ch bearing the symbaol of sun and moon on
the wall The first built rock-hewn church. Bet Marimn
o1 of the first group of churches

Lalibela is found m Bete Golgota

depicting re

locat

The tomb of ki

fiesd e i fe e d I e R R e
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Debresina’, the 3" engraved monolithic church of the
same wroup. The stafl’ (standing stick) and cross of king

: Lalibela are found in this church.

From the first group of churches Hete Golgota

* Debresina, Bete Denagle and Bewe Meskel (house of

cross) are not fully detached from the rock

The second group of Lalibela monohthie churches
are located some 300 meters far from the first group to
the southeast. It has four churches called Bete Gebrial,
Bete Libanos, Bete Merkorios and Bete Amanucl.

Bete Gabriel/Raguel 15 more difficult to deseribe
character and situation than the others

The 7" built monolithic church called Bete Libanos
has 3 doors and 4 independent pillars. Itis detached from
all sides from the rock at bottom but connected with the
rock at three sides on the top. Hete Libanos seems a
standing pricst carrying Ark of the Covenant. 1t has a lot
of long cracks on the wall

The 9 constructed church, Bete Amanuel, has very
decorated architectural structure and is partially a one-
story church similar to Bete Manam found i the first
group. 1t is the only church in
from the rock m all sides. The
rounded by rock fence, 15 ba

cd

uch 15 sur-

> 50 called

s and

repeated conservation activity caroed
Angelini, both an Talan citizens

Bete Libanos has temporary she tructed
wood pillars and corrugated iron sheets, It has recen
building with stone bricks and cement at two sides of the
monolithic church. This newly constructed part of the
church reduces the long-standing beauty of the church
There is legend, which says “Bete Libanos was created in
a single night by king Lahibela’s wile, with the help of
the angles

Bete Merkorios, the second largest church of Lah-
bela next to Bete Medihancalem, is partially collapsed
due to earthquake. The exact date of the collapse 1s un-
known; it might be in the 16" century according to the
pricst

B P P PR PP P

It is the symbol of heaven. The Ark of the Covenant
(Tabot) and other religious relics of Bete Merkorios were
put in Bette Emanuel for long years. But now the church
is renovated with stone bricks by the collaboration of
priest and clergy and now starts giving religions services.

The writer has seen some four collapsed pillars out
of the church. It should be restored kecping the original
style of the church.
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Bete Gebrieal is full of ravine and has one story. The
ground floor 1s full of water. The first floor has 3 doors

ane is ideal due to the ravine natur of the area. It has also |
hol

3 huge internal pillars, Bete Ge
ol Hell

cal Tufael/ 15 a sy

The most cle

terrace near the contluence of the two nvers locally
called Yor and Adanos make Yordanos s Bete G

s

It 15 the last built monolithic chuecl of Dalibelain the 3

shape of cross, Bete Giorgis has 12w
windows as well as thr

¢ doors

bol of Noh slap

All

N are

ture.

The other most strik

' ar but |
not the same. Each church has its own quality and strae-

ant of all the monolithie churelies of
Lalibela lies isolated i the south-west an o sloping rock -

It has noomdependent §

ng aspect of the crafismanship

is the interconnection of the churches with one another by -

a maze of wnnels and trenches. Sull there are unidenti-
fied trenches. Due to this reason, people use wooden
bridge to enter the churches. Angelim unearthed a num-
ber of trenches.

Since these monehithic churches are built out of fight
rocks, they are highly vulnerable to damages coused by
rain, wind and heat of the sun. Deforestation of the sur-
rounding arca, which causes soil erosion, 1s another re-
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\ lated factor aggravated the damages occurring on the

buildings. Moreover, the plants growing on the building
are posing serious danger by cracking the churches.
Human activities on the site is the living another fac-
tor that exacerbating the damage of the churches cut out
from rocks some 800 years ago.
Daily religious practices and special ceremonies are
still taking place at the site. Christmas and Epiphany are

the largest religious festivals at Lalibela. The writer has

got the opportunity to attend this year Christmas and
Epiphany ceremonies. More than 70,000 believers and
pilgrims assembled at the site. Especially Bete Denagle,
Bete Meskel and Bete Golgota/Debresina/ exposed 1o
danger. 1 have scen a large number of people on the top
of the aforementioned 3 churches, This additional load on
the rock roof of the churches had contributing for the de-
teriorating of the churches

As provisional measures to protect the churches from
rain and heat of the solar radiation. out of the 10
churches, five were covered with temporary shelter. The
temporary shelter are constructed with a large number of
inter connected wood and corrugated lron sheet. These
shelters cover the beauty of the building, despite their
advantage to preserve the churches from damage.

Therefore, preliminary works 15 finalized to replace
the existing five temporary shelters with aesthetically and
technically more acceptable one. Member states of the
European Union have pledged to give Financial aid for
the preservation and conservation of Lalibela rock-hewn
churches

The Eurapean Development fund extended to lah-
bela project originally estimated at 5.5 million Euros but
now it is increased to 10 million Euros in order to ade-
quately cover the preservation and conservation compo-
nent of the project.

An International design competition for shelier of the
five-lalibela churches was conducted and an Italian com-
pany “Teprin Associati” won the competition. The com-
pany Finalize the working design and submitted to the
Authority for rescarch and conservation of cultural heri-
tage. The construction of the shelter will be started as
soon as possible

In addition to Lalibela churches, there are many
monolithic churches in Bugna woreda of Ambhara re-
gional state. Genete- Mariam, Bilibala Giorgis and Bili-
bala Kirkas are few to be mentioned

_ Genete Mariam rock-hewn
church is located some 24 kmi far from Lalibela via the
old Lalibela-woldia road. The site is located northeast of
Lahbela

Genete Mariam church has 24 outside and 4 internal
pillars, 3 doors and 24 windows of different shapes. It is
very similar with Bete Medihanealem church by its struc-
e and with Bete Mariam by its wall painting. Now
some 80 priests are serving the church.

There is a dispute on who built the church. Priest of

the church said king Yikunu Amlak constructed Genete
Mariam in 1263 while other people argued Yikunu Am-
lak had no time to construct the church due to public un-
rest during his time. The writer would like to inform the
reader that the need for further investigation to know the
wruth about the church. The writer also calls for scholars
and researchers for further investigation

Genete Mariam Rock-hewn church

4.2, Bilibala Geiorgis: - | arcund 38 km far from Lahbels
town to the northeast. The church remains attached by the
roof 1o the rock on one side and is only separated from
the rock by a shaft-like twnnel leading round the church

On four windows there are sacred swarms of Dees,
which have the same age with the building, according 0
the priest. The church, w hich was chiscled out with great
care, has 3 doors and 4 independent pillars

On the roof of the church there are various paintings
including sun, moon, like Bete Mariam and seal of king
kaleb. The church was built by king kaleb in 514-515, the
church priest said

is located at 31km via the road
of Lalibela- Bugna towns The church, which has some
30 priests, is found deep in the forest. The sanctuary has
1 doors and 7 windows but all windows are shut down
with stone and mud as well as cement 1o protect the
swarm of bees from lizard and the like

All the pillars, ceilings, arches and wall of the church
are covered with faded or partially damaged paintings
Mast of the paintings are depreting religious thought

On the ceiling of the sanctuary there are WO Crowns
chiscled out of the rock. . The sun and moon like Bihibal
Giorgis and Bete Mariam are represented on the wall
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S painting. There is also unknown faded script on the wall.
3 Some priests said the script is Hibru,

&

The priest of the church said king Kaleb has built the
church from 508 to 522. But some other writer argued
that the son of king kaleb built Bilibala kirkos. This also
needs further investigation to know the right history of
the church. The history of most monolithic churches is
ambiguous due to lack of adequate written documents.

The sanctuary priest said that there is a book called
“Tarike Negest” which tells about the building at Bereh
Kidanemihiret, in worchimeno found in the same re-
gional state. 1f it is true we will get the right history of
Bilibala kirkos.
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5. Conclusion.

3

3

: Lalibela is located some 700km. north of Addis
E Ababa. The town has an altitude of 2,700 meter above
s See level

&

'E Lalibela town is well known for its Monolithic
% churches carved by king Lalibela (1181-1221) to make
* New Jerusalem in Ethiopia after the Muslim Conguest
* halted the Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land. The exis-
% tence of large number of churches has made Lalibela
¥ tovin resemble 1o Jerusalem.

The ten rock-hewn churches of Lalibela, constructed
in three groups, are similar if not the same. Each has its
own structure and beauty.

The stories about Lalibela Rock-hewn churches arc
somewhat different from person to person. The writer
read a lot of written documents about the churches and
got various contradicting contents.

. One of the reasons for controversial idea may be an
% unqualified guide in the town. Guides may tell incarrect
i story about the churches to tourist. These tourists
o4 disseminate the information they got from the guide
) through various publications This has a great treat for the
% true history of Lalibela.
<
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Therefore, | suggest the preparation of a book on La-
libela monalithic churches to be used by the guides. The
preparation work of the book should comprise old aged
priest in the town and scholars on the field.
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MEL A RUNTURE
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Melka kunture is the name of a ford in upper reaches of the
Awash valley.

In 1963 the hydrogeologist G. Dekker accidentally came
across the first prehistoric antifacts in the Kella area, The same
year, the French prehistoric archaeologist G. Bailloud carried
out prospecting in the region and made numerous surfaces finds
of Early and Middle Palcolithic anifacts.

In 1965, J. Chavaillon made a few sondages and, in the
years that followed, until 1981 and then from 1992 10 1995, he
undertook several extensive excavations with the support of the
Ethiopian authorities and a team of Oromo workmen.

| tirst ebiahine P Telha hantur

Homo erectus had already made his appearance in East
Africa more than 300,000 years earlier when groups of homi-
nids, about 1,700,000 years ago, reached the banks of the Awash,
at Melka Kunture, and populated the surroundings savanna, the banks
of the river and its tributaries

They remained there for several hundred thousand years, develop-
ing an increasingly refined lithic technology using obsidian and other
voleanic rocks that abound in this arca and on the pebbles beaches lin-
ing the course of the Awash,

About 200,000 years ago, a new species, that of anatomically
modern Human, replaced Homo erectus in his technology and way of
life, leaving evidence his presence, albeit less conspicuous, in the Upper
Pleistocene sediments along the banks of the Awash River,

Tools, Fauna, Hominid

From the most rudimentary Oldowan tools (choppers amd 1
ping- tools) obtained from lava, basalt and obsidian pehbiles, t il
phisticated hand axes and cleavers of the more recent Acheulean ploo o
(about 400,000 years ago), the flake tools of the Middle Stone 5
(about 200,000 years aga), and the more recent ones of the Fate W
Age (about 200,000 years ago) the archaeological layers of Melka b
ture conserve evidence of prolonged and intense human presesie 0]
in elose association with the lithic artifacts, these layers have vl

also a sut p Jogical doc in the large s
Melka Kunture where © ding an arca ol
m’ have been performed, remains of hippop  clephan

antelope, horse and pig inform us to the dictary habits of Homw crel
of the slight climatic changes that occurred during this long perical oo
of the consequent environmental modifications.

A powerful adult humerus, a position of a child's mandible, 1«
portions of a skull of Home erectus in the site lying between 1700100
and 00,000 years; three small portions of skull of an archaic 1
sapiens in the Middle Stone Age levels dating to about 200,00 oo
ago. From the end of the Pleistocene up to the present time, the wu
obsidian outcrops in the Balchit arca were systematically exploited -
an excellent source of raw material.

This is shown by the large heaps of flakes, blades, cores and wau
ers that may still be found in the tef fields in this area,

Excavations and research have been carried out in particu
lar at the sites listed below, by difTerent archacologists and in
different times.

.
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No | Sites D i s - | Excavations Explored Surface | Cultural  Peniod Chronology (in Hominids
covery years)
| |Garbal 1963 | 1965-1975 Abaut 240m’ Upper acheulean 600,000400,000
2 | GarbaIll 1969 | 1970-1978 30m’ Upper Acheulean and | 700,000-150,000 | Three carinal frag-
Middle Stone Age ments of archaic Homo
sapiens
3 |Gabm IV 1972 1973-1982 About 100m’ Developed Oldowan 1,600,000- Mandible of 2 Homo
1,400,000 erectus child
4 | Garba XII 1977 1973-1979 About $0m’ Early Achulean 1,000,000-800,000
5 | Gombore | 1965 { 1965-1981 250m’ Oldowan 1,700,000 Distal portion of Homo
1,600,000 erectus humerus
6 | Gombare If 1965 | 1965-1975 and | 50m’ and  other | Middlc Acheulean §40,000 Left partial and frontal
1992-1995 limited excavations of Homo erectus
7 | Gombare 1 1973 1974,1976,1978 | 22m’ Developed Oldowan 1,400,000
1,300,000
§ |Gombore 11-]1974 1974,1993-1995 25m’ Middie Acheulean 730,000
butchering
site
9 | Karrel 1976 | 1980 About 4’ Oldowan and Developed | 1,700,000-
Oldowan 1,400,000
10 | Kellal 1963 | 1965,1970 10m’ Late Stone Age 20,0008.C-2000
AD
11 | Simbira [T 1966 1973-1976 12m’ Early and  Middle | 900,000/800 000
Acheulean

Source :- Prof. Marcello Piperno, The Guide and Images, 2000, universita di Napaoli “Federico 1"
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Objectives of the Authority

The Authority for Research and C onservation
f Cultural  Heritage has the following
hjectives:

> Carry out a scientific registration and
supervision of Cultural Heritage so that,
Culturat Heritage, as bearing witnesses to
history, may he handed down from
generation to generation;

v Protect Cultural and Historical Heritages
against man made and natural disasters;

» Enable the benefits of Cultural and
Historical Heritage assist in the econontic
and social development of the country and

. discover and study Cultural and Historical

Heritage

www.ethiopianorthodox.org






