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FOREWORD

It is about two months ago that his Beatitude Patriarch Justinian of Ro-
mania and his csteemed companions visited Ethiopia in response to the invitat-
ion of our Emperor Haile Sclassic I. The visit was indeed an important event
and this publication is being broughtout as a tribute to its memory. We are
most delighted to write a short foreword to this book and there by to assoc-
iate oursclves concretcly in the cxpression of joy which it tries to put on
record.

As an cttort to perpetuate the memory of the visit of Patriarch Justini-
an, the book contains the specches made both by his Beatitude and by oth-
ers during his stay in Ethiopia. Patiarch Justinian is an important ccum-
cnical leader of our times and his speeches are an cloquent testimony to the
great passion with which he pleads the cause of ichristian unity. Our own
Ethiopian Orthodox church is taking some keen interest in - this line, and thus
Patriarch Justinian and we ourselves are united in secking the unity of christians
everywhere in the one church of our Lord Jesus Christ. We therefore agree in

our ultimate aim.

We hope that this book will be widely circulated among our people, and
that it will help them perpetuate the memory of the visit of Patriach Justin-
ian. May God bless all endeavours undertaken by men like him as well as
by organizations like the world Council of churches to bring together christians

all over the world into unity and mutual understanding

Abba  Theophilos
Acting Patriarch

hodox.org




AT e v

Ap 1

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Sccialist Republic of Romania is
in size among the European countrics.
The main riches of the hills are oil, methane gas, coal salt, minmal

waters, forests, vinyards and orchards, The plains take up almost one third
of the countrics arca. The most extensive of all is the

237,500 sq. k. m ranking 12th

Romanian  plain
which is the biggest granary of Romania Romania ranks scconds in Eur-
ope as far as its oil output is concerned.

The Romanian language has its origin from Latin language. Its
grammar  structure derives from Latin and has preserved num
in a form that is nearer to Latin than that of the other Romance language.

On the basis of the guarantee given by the Romanian government of
worship to members of all Churches and religious communitics, in 1949 the
Holy Synod issued and promulgated the statute for the organisation and fu-
nctioning of the Romanian Orthodox Church, expressing  the  ecclesiastical
principle of Orthodoxy according to which the confession of taith and spi-

ritual life arc based on the Holy scripture, the Holy tradition and the
Holy canons-

erous clements

The Romanian Orthodox Church js organized as patriarchate and has
now five Metropolitans and twelve Bishoprics. The central delibrative
bodies of the Romanian Orthodox Church are:

The Holy Synod and the Church National Assembly;  the Cen-
teral excutive bodies: the Church National Council and the Patriarchal
Administration. Each bishopric has deliberative body: The Bishopric Assembly,
an excutive body and, the Bishopric council. The Bishoprics arc  composed
ot admimstrative district known as deaneries, which in their turn are div-
ided into several Parishes. According to the Romanian Orthodox Church
the Parish is the Church community of Orthodox beleivers under the gui-
dance of a pricst, comprising at least 500 families in the town or at least

400 families in the country. At present we are told that the Romanian Or-

thodox Church has almost goo Parishes. According to the information

we  gathered, in Bucharest alone there are 228 Parish Churches and 400
priests and deacons. It is also said that Orthodox Parishes have been orga-
nized in Romanian Communitics existing in  others countrics, which maintain
dogmatic and canonical relationships with the holy Synod of the

Orthodox Church- WWWwW.e
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Theological teaching in the Romanian Orthodox (}?l.m;};ni: ,ur;c!ic; rii\:g
direct supervision and leadership ot the holy synod tor the tr " égdmo!s. o
and the formation of the teaching staff necessary .fOl.- its ow oo
Romanian Orthodox Church has theological institutions on two levels;

1) Six theological scmil.'iari.cs and | DA

2) Two theological  insututes {_)r University  leve
course for the doctors degree is also given- | o

The Romanian Orthodox Church on its foreign relations, mccsxh}i;ﬂllls
work for the strengthening for fraternal relations I:D‘Wf;.rds t:c 1t:q:upr('n: ;
understanding and co-operation with the other Christian Churches,

On the basis of this; the present Patriarch Justinian o.f .thc }:)or;)xa::l;ir;
Orthodox Church has extended an inviutioTt to the Ethn_}pl:jm Orrzhzdox
Church Patrarchate through His Impenal Majesty. Th.c Romﬁman Ortodox
Church, hence on the decision made by His Imperial M:{Jc\‘qj, was  vis ‘c,(d ’;:
H G. Archbishop Theophilos, the actng Patriar:.‘h being ;coénpz;::itvc(ﬂ a)t
Bishop Abraham, and Abba Gebre Mcc!h'm G!. \oh:{.n.nc:;.- N n.m ed
Bancasa Air-port on November 6, 1968, Then His Bcz*l.‘m:ucauzsztmdm aq} M
Rv. Bishop Antim Patriarchal vicar, the Rev. coundillor Const: s
Ethiopian Students-

special

o datriarchal  pala-
After his arrival at the Romanian Orthodox Church l..u_r‘mrc ad Etha.

ce he was reccived officially by His hcatitudc. Patriarch _]jsun;? an oher

Church officialss The two church lcadc}rls, havi:;g cxchlacr:;gn:; EPZLrChapptr;dng
i ¢ Patriarch of Romanian has made a weleo pecch, .

f{l::cii?f;;‘ici;, traditional; cultural and gmgraphica} su.nn];mrcs C)éls;lni;; bcrl\::rcl;

Romania and Ethiopia. Then. H G. r’\blfma Thcctp}}ﬂm responded by g

an answer to the speech made by l-‘amarch. _].u‘st;r{mn- e berer:
In his specch his grace approved thc. similiratics that C.Xl.':t m:l cn o

two countrics by reckoning some historical as wc‘H as \scr‘;p‘ . Majcst;

Finally His gracc presented a greeting letter and gifts sent by

to thc Romanian Patriarch. ) | .
Then atter reading the greeting letter from His I\‘Ta}csty.r‘ b?t}lon(i ult;c

leaders raisced their glasses wishing a good health and saying g

His Majesty for making it possible for them to mect.

Thus, for the next ten days his Grace Abune Theophilos continued his

I" Ia ormwd hl‘: m Ehd.[ was arran gcd l.”r th( 1 atriar Ch (}ﬁ?lCC‘ I h(.
[ L E I . S¢ 3 1C!

0oTd 1T -h hulldlngs, monasteric muscums nunnecr M

DI o . 5 scu 5



Ap 3
towns and country side parishes, theological seminarics, theological institiutes,
libraries, workshops printing press, painting sections; summer residence of the

Royal family. modern Hydro- clectric power station, etc.

During the ten days visit, among the government officials whom His
Grace has met was the minister of culture The minister explained the pre-
sent relation between the Church and the governmrat in such a way that
both Church and government cooperate in every possible ways very  much.
He indicated that the government pays the salary for all Church men, repa-
irs old Churchs, monasteries and supplys the Church printing press with nec
cssary materials  whenever the Church is in nced of some help. Besides the
minister emphasized that all these happen because the Orthodox Church of
Romania deserve to be so for keeping alive the history of Romania as a
whole.

On the evening of the last day of the visit two films have been shown,
where one was about the Romania Orthodox Church and the other about
the visit of His Majesty to the Socialist Republic of Romania in 1964. Both
tilms were remarkable and educational.

Finally, a far-well dinner was given by Patriarch Justinian on the eve
of the day of the departure for home, in  which government and Chu-
rch officials were present, At the dinner hour speeches were deliverd by both
Church leaders, where both have expressed their joy for they were able to
sce the wish and desire they had for along time, that is to establish frie-
ndly relations between these two Orthodox Churches, have received its fulf-
ilment through the cffort made by His Majesty. Then both spriritual lea-
der have promised to continue widening and strengthning their relations by

exchanging visitors and by sending Theological students from Ethiopia to the
Theological institiute in Romania and to the Theological College here.

i
|
i
3 F

Ap. 4
On the morning of their departure, that is on Nov. r5th 1958; H. G,
Abune Theophilos extended an invitation to Patriarch Justinian to visit Ethio-
pian and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church The invitation extended by the
acting Patriarch was on behalf of His Imperial Majesty Haile Sclassic I
Thus Patriarch Justinian has joyfully accepted the invitation that was

kindly extended to him by His Majesty.  Then according to the immediate

decision made by the Patriarch, he would be arriving in  Addis Ababa on
January 14, 1969 so that he might be able to attend our Timket holiday.
Bericfly this is what can be said about the visit of Abune Theophilos,

the acting Patriarch, to the Romanian Orthodox Church.

The Patria ch of Romania consented to visit Ethiopia on  January 15

(969. While he was in Ethiopia he visited Churches, Monasteries, historical,

holy Places, and Shrines in the country. '

Following is the actual presentation of the historic visit.

www.ethiopiar

rthodox.org
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His Majesty's favoured lctter to His Holiness Patriarch of Ruman;
g mania
» :
your Holiness, Fecrmbie S 1968
We cxui*nd your Holiness loving and friendly grectings
N ;“dt are pleased to say that His Beatitiude Abune Thcoé;;}.lilos has alread
‘»Po_fb? to us in details about the triendly reception which was all m dlI e
&oiiﬁcﬁ-:d w_ﬂ]ﬂt_of your Holiness’ invitation. It is wich great l:::u;' d
anks hat we have recetved your letter of NO\’r‘mbcr 15 '““JGg; ]jmd }i m:l{
. . o : i3 \ .
which you have sent to 'us through His Beatitude ; o
; L ; , eatiude. fo
) Your Holiness well recalls the mvltation which we have senc ¢
) o . ‘ ) : S O you
ol;{r ; cars ago toattend the meeting of the leaders of all the Orthodox Churjh
N was ' 2 > 1 i . e
;V e :\ "}“‘ b; held chen in- Addis Ababa, to discuss the common problem
acing the chur o fing h ey
fach g‘l_u . c:'and to tind ways and means of expanding the church activitics
and strengtt mg s umt'_,' thr{)ugh the c:onpr.'ration and ¢ ab 1 4 i
cerned p it iepp ¢ oration of all con-
IA[thuugh the conference of the leaders of the Oriental Orthodox C} h
. ) .__ _ x Churches w;
he dé; sci;cduhd, unfortunaicly the conference of the leaders of all the Ol d‘“
Ox rches we - : ' ‘ ¥ 9
) ¢ urches was postpond for alater date.. Had this conference been held
would have given your Holiness rh(-(lppm-[uﬂity o visit our ( :
. _ R . ) country an
_chulfc?. I; s our sincer desire that until sych tme as the opportunit IEI d
ise 31 ~ - " . o
n.c,l or the leaders ot all the Orthodoy Churches to convenc the ‘) fi -U S
carly Li’lj«-‘lsagcd'- o be hed, it will be -worh yhile - foy them :1 .
another with a view to cxchanging views on church macters. P o
[t is in this splrit  that we  ex ; -
ot s spirtt that we  extend  with pleasure an invittion © vour
olincss to visit our country and Church tor a period of twn da }ful
S : ays starting
anuat 15, 196y. we C ' 1 ’ 6
l_. : ) 1 Is 069.  we  are fully confident that the ever growing relations
existing between our two (,Ilurchcq will be further strengthened @ ;
i it b 2 as a resule nf_your
' We wish o take this opportunity to  c¢xtend your Holiness our s
o Bormne scpinee SO _ s ncerest
wishes for your continued well- being and for your cttorts which are d: .
for the progress of the Church. ? TEIEARDS irted
(S ‘ yowrs :n Christ
. ). H T 1 ~ .
i Py 3t AILE SEILLASSIE | EMPEROR
Mgr. Justinian
Patriarch of the Orthodox
Rumanian Church,

www.ethiopianorthodox.org
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Bcurest

. His Imperial Majesty Haile Sclassic 1 Emperor of Ethiopia

Addis Ababa Ethiopia
We acknowledge with deep thanks reccipt of the letter in which your

Imperial Majesty invited us to visit your country and church for a perod of

 ten days starting from 15th January 1969. Your Majesty’s invitation isof a part-
4 icular privillege for us- We will arrive with great joy at the proposed date in
4 Addis Ababa accompanicd by two metropolitans one bishop and onc Archima-

] ndrite. Letter follows.

Justinian Patriarch of Rumania

COMMUNICATION

His Holiness Justinian
Patriarch of Rumania
Bucharest,

Invitation “letter is sent’ through our Embassy in Yugoslavia- ‘The 14th

December 23, 1968

[}
/

of Janaury is date of your arrival in Addis Ababa

Abunc Theophilos
Acting Patnarch.

His grace Abunc Theophilos Actng Patriarch, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
We are happy to acknowledge the recept of the invitation letter. His
beatitude patriarch Justinian will be accompanied by two metropolitans a bis-
hop and archimandrite as we could not take our visas from Belgrade please
kindly intervene  Cairo embassy 0 grant us the entrance visas for Ethiopia
We shall be in Cairo from 3 January 18 oclock to 4 January !5 ocklock.

ishor Antim Tirgovistcanul

Bucharst.




Ed]jﬂpiﬂﬂ Em bﬂSS}
Cairo.

From H. G, Abune

Patriarch of Rumanj, Coming

The gues Xpected to arpjy,
Abune Theophilog
Le760 423

Bucures:; 73 20 1800

His beag tude

Abab,

Justinian Patrigrch

His bcatitudc. Jusdnian, Patriarch of Rumanj,
Orth

Referenee to

your cable, A,y
would arrive

Addis Ty,

‘ visit Ethiopia 8rant cntry vig,,

in Addis on January 14,

Icaving for
" telegram whether,

may b considerd definige

of Rumapi,

cen mad, Hoping your begy;.

LA T ST A
s --\”""_“‘l‘l’-‘?'"'f&%@-t el _‘,_f?_f\_.___ﬁl it

His Holiness

Patriarch Justinian,

Patriarch of Rumanian Orthodox
church

3l 1 f6o

your Holiness,

After the unforgttable visit to
will of the Almighty

arrived home safely,

the Rumanian Orthodox Church,
od and with the prayer of your Holiness,

with the
we have
1969.
It may not be possible to adequately express our gratiude to your Holiness
© the members of your wonderful staff for ) you did to make the vi.

sit to Rumania and particularly to the Rumanian Orthodox Church fruitful,

to be met by mctropolitans, bishops
the monastic Community What was of Particular joy was the
Opportunity to be with your Holiness so often, and 1o cnjoy your
blessing and loving friendship. Morcover we would like to assyre you there-
fore, that our visit to the Rumanian Orthodox church was one
lous experiences, of which we have many things to remember.
lam glad to inform your:Holiness that you will be getting soon the ofticial
invitation Jeteer of your visit to Ethiopia. The date will be on the basis of ~the
decision made by Your Holiness beginning January  15¢h, 1969 onyards,

We pray God 1o guide us for the good of His Churches,
Abba Theophilos
Acting patriarch

Our visit gave us an opportunity
and members of

PATRIARCAT ROUMAIN
LE SAINT SYNODE

SERVICF DEs AFFAIRS ETRANGERS ECCLESI;\ST!QUES
29, ruc. Anthyme, Bucarest i

No. 19992
s December 1968

His Beatitude

ABUNA THEOPHILOS

Archbishop of Harar and A cting Patriarch
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Patriarchate

www.ethiopianorthodox.org
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| UR GRACg
f T
: As there ap, fj;‘of‘ Elj UTE T OPHILOS, 4 ; 13, H. G. Sclam, Assistant Bishop of Gemy, Gota
a cw b ung ¥ 2 i 2 . " <
The Nativity of Our Lorg I w:rftswhc?lc:;: f’ ;jat&as;c;or the whole Chmnanjzy, s l4. H, E. General Dregsie Dubale Minister of National Sccurity
! Ttedly ¢, ; . 2 . :
and to seng ?hly Warmes; homagc and beg; wu;hcs.y e 700t his Recasion, : Is. Abba Habtemariam, Worknch Deay of Trl'nity Cathedral anq other
Vemengs ¢, :htcnf-]v;jycaor}d? fg;‘;ﬂlgf}]‘ucry 0‘(’;{1}; bf‘ing prospcn’ry and pey achie- _-1 high _ranki_ng Officials of the Ethiopi;m Orthodoyx Church.
iopy :
health and 's;.)im | Satisfaction Pan Church “nd 1o your 8race, good ; Archbishops vho were ungble o come
unfor cc;b‘;ﬁ‘t of your grace ang delegatioy, to oyr country, paq made ‘ 1, H- G Abung Yohannes Archbishop of Tigric
fnd mpression Upon the clergy ang upon us  ,ng upon he fa 2 H. G. »  Gebriel » of Wollo
'H‘ B""-'Prcscnts a ney SKp in oy l‘tapprochcmcnt. . 3 H. G. »  Petros ) of Begemider and Semen
15 @utiude, the Pat 5 o 4. H. G, ¥ Atnatios » of Eritrea
f9wmg your kind mvitario?; na:ch }[sus;gnanw:s ‘wdh?g e 1o hiopia, f,,. § H- G »  Michacl Agsjiang Bishop of Ertireq
Ring the gropfc ti Ang for 4 formal Jegge,, concer. 6 H. G. *  Yosef Assistan Bishop of Jerusalem
1S Beatityd, vould Jike 0 make (hic .. . 3 .
Petsonally, af.. his visie ¢ Indis, navE] sz:np:s he already mff’ml‘d you 1 ADDRESS of welcome By. H. G. Abunc Theophilos
would b, convenjen;. Y alter the 14, ."‘“Uaf'}’» if this daq. i Your “Bearitug Yok G ooy
dur Beatitude " Grace:s
Hﬂpfng to Tidd 0L Catitu {7 our races
I emby,

» and beloyed brothren:
'- [t is with 4 deep feeling of gratitude (o
I N our eares that we welcome (o Ethiopig your’ Beatitude Patriarch Justinian
of Rumaniz, vour Graces Nikolae of Ardel, and Nikolac of Rang Metropo.
litans, vour Lordshi;\ Bishop '

almighty Gogd and  profound joy

°h, and the very Reye-
rend Archimandrige Bertholom;

Y, on this oceasion when vou hyye come to visj
Ethiopia and the Ehtciopian Orthodoy Church ICpresenting the Rumanian Qyq,-
odox Church. W, e most delighted that you haye graciously paid ys ghyic
H. . Acting T ) Y R ; memorable visit and have thereby enabled ys inl Ethiopia o receve you in' oy
H g i Tewzs A R obievold Prime o o ey 5nd our Chyreh, o =
H. E . Kiﬂcczgf CFH\:;?;E f‘f‘ldancwofd‘ Miniser of Pajace P In welcoming YOu 10 our Church, VI you 1o sce somse of our im-
H. E Nebyre Ed f]::‘;m; ml:g;i (:;Rh-nm()‘{d . perant churches, yng we hope that during your stay with e you will have
H. G e uﬁ?i-?fézz ?{;};Egﬂ Churchnz;lthL a T;ﬂtl::m(:?: (3:::::3: o : AN Opportunity to mee as many of the !cading men in the Chyreh and the natiop
H. G, Timoc:‘n» r\rcl!:b:io O?Snd s possible, We want you to fecl absolutely a¢ home here ang tolet us know if
?L g % Ehﬂl'po.'s i - there is any thing in particular which . can do to make your visit more prof
RSP R e '
. H G Kyrilos Archbls‘hop of Hfuibor Kol come o
LA G Abraham, Suﬂug

Ethiopiy a¢ tme when we gre

| about ¢ celebrate
thiopi;no&hta)%*ﬂfb‘rgu rejoice that You will be able 1 e
' www.e , %
62
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hat your taking part in

our ¢ i i
elebration Ot them this year all the more felicitious

indeed

and
we beseech you also 0 pray God that oyr hope may be realized

Once agai most w
n, a ial w
8ain, t warm gand cordial dcomc to Elhiopza and to our

Church.

A TOAST PROPOSED
GUESTS FROM RUMANIA
T R MANIA.

It gives me 8reat Joy to pro
most honoured 8ucsts, His Bearir
aces Nikolac of Andea] and Ni
Antim vicar Bishop, and the v,
who have 5o graciously paid ys
our humble invitation

We reaall on this occasion th

BY H. G. Abunc Theophilos TO THE

cry_ Reverend Bartholomew Archimand- rite
this fraterna) visit, and haye kindly accepted

visiting them 2 few veeks 280, Now that His
have visited Ethiopia,

We wish them, the Church which they represent and  their nation all pros

perity, both spiritual and temporal, and all success in this world and of all
life, be with them, guide and direct them in all their undertakings.

In order that all these blessing, and more blessings than these, begrant-
cd them from above, that the cordial relations between Rumania and Ethiopia
which have been established in our times may grow steadily, and that the Or-
thodox Church of Rumania and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church may draw
closer to cach other and in God's vwn good time may express their spiritual

unity concretely
I proposc this toast to His Beatitude patriarch Justinian and his compa-

n1ons

ADDRESS GIVEN BY H' G.
ABUNE THEOPHILOS AT THE HOLY SYNOD

We are most delighted to have with us at this meeting of the Synod
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Churzh, His Beatitude Patriarch Justintan of Ru
mania and his esteemed companions, and we express our gratitude to almighty
God for making this get- together between us possible. The presenze Of the
Rumanian delegition with us as well as the address ot His Beatitude signity

the fact that the Rumanian orthodox Church and the Ethiopian Orthodox Ch
urch have already entered on a new era of mutual relationship It is our earn

cst hope and prayer that God who hs brought us to this expericnce will gu
ide us into the realizat'o1 of concrete unity between us in His own good time
and according to His will.

we all know that the only dogmatic isue that separates our two Church

es trom each other is the question of the Council ot Chalcedon. while the Ru
manian orthodox Church accepts 1t and reckons it as the fourth ecumenical

Council, the Ethiopian orthodox does not recognize it Qur Church wrth the
Churches in communion with us have considered the Churches which accept

the Council as having gone away fron the orthodox taith, and they on th-
cir part have ascribed to our Churches doctrinal error. On this underst

andigg of ggch othec_we have continued to exist in the world for over fi
1I2aNOK or

T T T T 1w e e i s




Now we are li\-‘ing in an ecumenical age, n which Churches ] over the
world have come to feel urged to seck

the restoration of their unity
context, the question of how far the s

In this

to continue has come to assum 3 ey

cedon and the division of the Church

recent times unofficia] con_
sultations on this jssye by  Churches of the East. The

persons who particip
ated in them have,

after cxamining the dogmatic positions  held by both
traditions reported that the difference between them on this issue was mercly

rgence at al,
This agreement reached among them by theol

verbal, with ne essential point of diye

in the  Church
based on a question of the
alcedon itself there lay unacknowled ged

on the Church, in Jesus Christ This
is why the two traditions of the Church, in spite of their differences between

me faith.

foning the Council of Chalcedon was not in face
faith, In fact, behind the Council of Ch

motives which had o special bearing

them, could keep essentially 1o the o5

It should b- noted also that the four adverbs used In

of Chalcedon, which affirm  that the two nature
change, division and  separation,

the same way a5 they belon

the Formula of Faith
§ are united withoyt confustion,
bclong to our rhcological tradition in
8§ toyours. In fact, our scholars vho have wor
ked with the extant minutes of the Coundil of Chalcedon have shown that

these adverbs were cmployed for the firse ime by Patriarch Dioscorus  of

Alexandria,

66

plit in the Church tollowing the ¢y

i 3 cognaize the Council of chalecedon
s 1 that his refusal to recognaize t c
Thlshmiﬁ?iﬁinyclingin, to heresy, but it was bccau:ec .of his tear {h}::t
e Coun ‘i:l’r acceptance 0} the Tome of Leo and the insistence 0;11. }:;
c}: Co'unc , arurcp would lead to a violation of the already establishe
phrase in two n
faith of the Church. | / -
- do rejoice, however, that the Chalcedonian Churches 1:)1 t}.xc Ea;;};
g ’ - 10 H
W:l ?hc fiith of the Church by excluding the heresy which h!agiarc e
o i implicit i : dopted by the Council wa
v licit in the position adop y
had really feared was imp : - s
o 1:1a conccj:'ncd to exclude the heresy which Eutych.ts was u;dcri;czoalrca
;p}ljjrcrrlhcy patriarch of Alexandria was led by the dctc-rr;unaclinon\ t a:: bt
; 1 d. As w
; i i h should not be violate
hed faith of the Church s : ated
o :;:f;ls tTlc plan of both sides has been carried out in history, h
s 3 ;
: It is well known that our refusal to accept the Council ‘of }?l};lccdznkinﬁ
b taken by the Chalcedonian Churches to mean thaF we OCht(')t o
L . hich does not admit full and real ma.nhood in ]csusd !'.15 C}m:
'OfftcatChiTi (?;car misunder standing For us, as for the Chalcedonian
in fact, " o
rches, Jesus Christ is at once perfect God and per-fect man. Our fathers

15t [l]at (;’()d tl]c S(Jll ulllttd to ]Il]iISCIi |C3] and p{.‘l’fCCt Il.al‘lh(){)d, dl( same
Illallll()od as our mahho_Jd Whl(]l t]lt 01!]5 Cxptll:}n El]aUChIlSt was dbSOlth-

CI SlIlIC I hC ISO Illakf 18 C]Car that thL maIl]l(lOd W]lIC (l(l thc on
uulttd Esos I Illtlsclfaw as not tac common Of thc l!l:}.l]hOOd, namg I) [}lc ousca-

But while uniting to Himselt manhood, in the union, the manl;ooc; bc::::.
individual.  Thus, tor us, Christs manhood was not only .rca and p h ;
but it also was one which lived in our world in 2 real sense Since the manho
od was united indissolubly with the Godhead ot God.thc Son, our fat a:s
teach that Jesus Christ was onc person and one Nature incarnate of God the

i inue dynamic in Him in its
d. H s trom two Natures, cach of which continue dynamic in 5
S e i st wi ', and He cannot be sp-
respective perfection and reality. So Jesus Christ was one, an
oken of as two. o
1 - . In the fir
Even here, there are two ideas which our Churahcj cmpl}iasmc She I
Y ’ they are r
deeds ot our Lord as y
- that the words and
st place, we teach

in tht (8) p s Sh() d not bf dl‘hldcd and aSCIlb(d, some o thf dl'rln(: nature
me to Lhc hum-an nature bCCRUbL EhC wO[dS a']d dCCLiS came f{)I[h iIOIII
and SO

www.ethioﬂianorthodox.org "




A state of union of the

tWo natures, they did not
from cach

nature.  Secondly, we

God and man a¢ the same time,
as God He is also man. Through
God has taken over
di\'inity to manhood,

believe,
both

His manhood has been divin-i

into Himself manhood,

two natures formula,

you accept all these ideas which
'on, So we can sce ho

v our theDIogians in their unoff;

goal which He has st for us
Once again, we thank your Beatitude and

your fraternal visit to Ethiopia and to oyr Church

Address given b

proceed dividf:dly
that, although Jesus Christ iy

zed, and
csus Christ, the incarnate Son of God,

and in His infinite 8race given

» In spite of your using the
bc]ong to our tradit-
cial consultations came

¥y _Patriarch Justinian at the Holy Synod of the

Ethiopian  Orhodox Church

Your Beatitude,

Most Revernd members of the Holy Synod,
In the tirst place,

let us praise cur merciful God who
has helped us to meet

and know ecach other better and
between  our Chalcedonian  Churches and non-Chalcedon
which your Church is 2 constituent member, there nev
arc not any real doctrinal differences because “we see that the same truth has
been expressed by means of different terminology”.

Your Churhes, which have not recognized the Council of Chaledon, are
not monophysite in the meaning we give to the word nor our Churches
which recognize the Council of Chalcedon, in the sense you considered them
to be. We have reached this knowledge Eccause neither of us have remained con-
tent with divergent expression, such as: “two natures in the one person of
Christ,, or cne “nature and one person, that of Christ,” but we have liste-

, 1In recent years,
to find out that
ian Churches, of,
er were and there sg]

68

Yy i 1 { ll|a l'Cfc[‘Cd
i Iltd to thc lnt(‘rprctéltions, fl‘om ChC ver bcglnnlng 0{ thC lol'm P .
- . i i h main
: Ca« 1 A h m 1 T e h Ve scce h in

. i thCSC lntcrp ctations w AV n a the

P( nnts 0.{ two f(" Inlllﬂs wWe ar Cxp i lth
€ ressin thc sa. -

We realised now that all of us confess our Lord Jesus Christ as being
¢ :

: ing In an inscpar-
| the onc and the same, perfect God and perfect man, having pa

: : i vini f the same soul as the Father and
1 > and unmingled unity, the dlvmlty., o .
::!t ;;lly Ghostgand the entirc humanity unchanged in essence and assumed

- for cver by the Holy Virgin.

Fundamentally, we confess what was also confessed for you by the Armincan

| : Christ
§ Catholicos Nerses Shorhali, in the XII century: We affirm that Jesus Chri

is God and man, the same essence with us, concerning This h:.fmani-tar .thc

essence with the Father and the Holy Qhost, concerning I'ilsd‘D.wm;?;:

slflincGizlinundividcd, heavenly, simple, impartufl aml:'u ctcsa:l in his ¢ ::ul?: -
ure, being earthly, t:xl:cndcd[.hsuﬁcri::)g;i az:dbccll);:f I)m His human ,

i ns as the Nes - |

¥ ls\:/(:t fti:Z f:rsi(:lcntical faith with ours in what the .Right Rcvc]rcndd Bi-

shop Poladian writes to-day: “‘The monophysite theologians strongly deny

ure to V ()f b ﬂl ()f dlc'.lll I Ill II,HII[;]][ natu

ca d
S not bccn dlSSO]. Fl wine one has' Cr tc
rc ha Ucd m a dl\'“lc onc Tadltl thC d“l

i i the nature in which exists in the
i h nature, in a direct vay,
:Is lpml;;;rgi;n:::cli to which she gave birth. The word has made the human
oly

g p
naturt its O {1; t € X

i ” . 257—264).

Ethic’l;;atw: If:?:cr:zliz,cd nt?l'zl.tzlylcls:fdf},)asg nrjt? the gutych;n (-:onccptionh tiz;
1 ne, an objective researc

o v mmrcfi)rof.lsjcsi]:s tlfc:hn:;stl;:a; ]:;c;:r?::;tizn ‘chaz cagh nature of Jesus

SChEI:stSt::c?sic and works as a separate c.nl:ity. Our Churchcshh?:c ncc\;;; nt:..tmgé

ht that: “ The two natures remain dlSthtNCi}'F separate, cach or hp oming

i ions’ mnor that “cach nature {in Jesus Chnsf 15 hyp

by Jhe other oa - Also our, Churches have never considered that the

. thcf gil;r ‘?;t;sm nr;l: made the assumed humanity his own, atl‘ddl thatc(ljlc

csl?; :ot raise it to the height of divinity ”, nor that He has not * divinis

www.ethioﬁianorthodox.org 6o




1it. Rather our

Incarnate word to be the subj 1 divinity and the integral humanity, in the One Christ, that you in your

the unique person  of (hye :
both  human and divine,
You who are the life of
theology),

vhich made in he

¢t of all deeds
ur Church sip Ak
» have been crucitied ™ (vojice I, scdcf:a
or: “ You are the creator wh i
- © with your pyre ,
bcgmnmg from dust , hcavcnly work, havcpbr:n :T:{IS ,d
¢

' turn, have not contested.
i It we do not do that, the words, instead of expressing an identical
b raality and serving the unity  between men, become outstanding entities and

through these instruments tor disunion between men. for no just cause-
During the Chalcedon Synod and in the immediate following centur-

canon of the Rcsurrcct_lon, 1bid).
The

of the one wheo

he ¢ne h
i has dressed y ; o £ who through
1y, O Jesus Christ, e Purity: * You dressed me in in pur-
. 3 but without b(}d}”s deterio-

cc Vl pfasﬂa b )o (Sunday's cll"]y SCI‘ViCc, Voi‘

And how dig Jesus Christ
“from that holy side springs the
the cternal life 7 » (Sunday's car]
canon. Peasna ;)

The fact that oy (&
and the integral humanity, ;
ssion ““ two natures or

raise  his body o a celestial Jeye] when

source of irnmorcaliry, and from the

Y service, vojce VIII, 8rave,

T}] ¢ R esurrection

y refer 1o the unchanged divinity
n the expre-
", must not
our faith is the same, and
consequences,

thus to help
especially when

cXpression, that cach

ought to be lenient, In such ases,

realities yged by the

cach group
s of expression the same

. ) try to prev, . )
of these divergent expressions, and o Y to prevent 5 continuation

cach group ought to specify that ;
€xpress the reality which is not i
other group s js fo.mulations;
Ir{ this present case, you wil]
will emphasize more the mistery
Person, which we g affirm, wh;

find 4 new  common way. Finally,

¥$ say that through oy

|

tes, the divergent expressions of the two groups were still overloaded with the
fresh remembrance of contradictory scnses, used by the disciples of the nes-

torianism and monophysite teachings and cach of these two groups was atraid
to use the cxpressions of the other, fearing that if they did so, they would
be encouraging the wrong teachings which were already abusing these expre-
ssions. Onc group was avoiding the expression ““T'wo natures »» because they
had fresh in their minds the Nestorian sense of “Two persons”, and were

afraid of promoting nestorianism if they adopted this phrase. The other group
was avoiding the expression “one nature”, because they had in their minds
the monophysite sense of the fusion of the divine and human in a composite
new nature and hence were afraid of promoting the wrong teachings of the

monophysite fantasy which had real adherents. The persecution of those who
did not accept the Chalcedonian definition by the Byzantine, empire, inevitably
made them more obstinate in their opposition. ’

To day however, when the nestorian or monophysite dangers no longer

exist, and when in these questions there is no political interferance, we have
no ground for failing to carry out expressions in which will be included
new atempts to leave the old ideas and which will cven surpass them, thus
expressing in a better way the mysterious reality of the divine-human person
of the Saviour, In this we shall be following the example of the Eeumenical
Synods.

The theology of our Orthodox Churches will have to make a great
common cffort, to find the manner in which the actual different expressions

would no longer represent an obstacle in the way for a common confession
of our faiths which are so near to onc another.

Taking In to account not only the divergent tormulations of the past,
but also the way in which cach groups has interpreted them and still int-
crprets  them  we consider that it is possible to find a larger definition in
which will be included concurrently with the two kinds ot tormulas, also the
explanations which determine their common meaning, this being valuable for

he €manence o - -
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h parties. Concerning this, we find a

gin a good cxample in the armen-
catholicos Ners

¢s Shnorhali at the XII century, in his letter addressed to
Byzantne emperor EManuel I Comnen, which says:
Is said “one nature”

a fusion, and

o Conscqucnl:ly, if
for the indissolubly and indivisible unity, but not

“two natures” for a non-fusion, unchanging and

inscparatc,
‘¢ two notions are within the bounds of Orthodoxy™.

Recently, the theologians of the two Churches, in th
Aarhus, affirmed, in their common statement:

arselves to be in the same Orthodox faith. Fifteen centuries of alienation
ave not resulted in our deviating from our Father's faith " “Con-
trning the essence of the Christological dogma we found ourselves in perfect
greement - " If we agree to reject without reservation both Nesto-

Eutychian teachings for a non-acceptance of the Chalcedonian
tynod, this does not imply the acceptance of one of this heresiess Both
groups will find themselves in fundamental line with ¢
hings of the unique and undivided Church, as it was expressed by  Saint
Cyril “ . We sce the necessity to 8o forward” declared the theol-
ogians of the two Churches in their statement, “Mutual assistance has a central
importance for all the Churches from the East and the West, as well as,
for the unity of the entire Church of Jesus Christ”. *“The Holy Ghost, al-

ways present in Christ's Church, will lead us together to the plenitude of
truth and love.

With our eyes directed to that aim, let us also listen at
the call of the Holy Ghost, who gathered us today here, to work, under
His assistance, to build the agreement of our unity, creating historical cond-

itions which will not put any obstacles to our rapprochement, bu will
further it

¢ informal mecting
“ We reciprocally recognise

fan and

he Christological teac-

God’s desire is that we realise, by oursclves, great achievements. Let
us be aware of them and of the sense of the historical epoch in which
we live/

A great victory and a great feast will be the day when in the XIII-th

ccumenical Synod - we will be able to proclaim, on the basis of a common

decision and definition, and under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, the
complete reunion of our Churches.
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Programme Of The Ten Day
OFFICIAL VISIT

OF HIS HOLINESS JUSTINIAN PATRIARCH OF ROMANIA
TO ETHIOPIA

Wednesday January 15. .

a. 3. P. M. His Beatitude Abune Thephilos, Archbishop of.Harar and
Acting Patriarch of Ethiopia accompanied by Archbih:fops, b:.sh()psl zndl
Church dignitaires will be present at the Haile Sellassic T Internationa
Airport. . . ‘
b. 3. 30. His Holiness Justinian will arrive at lthc Hazlc Scll;.ssm
International  Airport and will be greeted by His Beatitude Abunc

Theophilos and all other Archbishops and E")ishopst.

c. 3. a5. His Holiness will proceed to his Residence. -

b. 35 P. M. Official Reception by his Holiness Abunc Basilios the

Patriarch of Ethiopia at his residence.

Dinner Private

hursd nuary 16. , . '
» Z l;rs ;\Y lg;- l-?irs Holiness will go to the Jublee Palace and will have

dicnce with his Imperial Majesty. N
i“ arl(l:l.l A-M His holiness will go to the Holy ':frlmty Cathcdra.l a.nd
;r.il] attend the ceremony of his official Reception by the Ethiopian

Orthobox Church.
Lunch Pivate

¢. 3. PM. His Holiness Abunc Justan the Patriarch of Romlania will go

to the Patriarchate office.. and meet the members of ic Ethx(?pmn Or_thodc:ix

Church synod. During this time some important ideas will be discused.
I1I. Friday January r7. .

a. 8. AM. Visit the Monastry of Debre Lihanos.

b- 1 PM. Lunch at Dcbre Libanos . .

c. 11 PM. Visit the Monastry of Debre Tsgic Mariam.

Cold drink will be served, Then return to Addis Ababa.

Dinner Private

IV. Saturday January r18. '
a. 10 AM. Visit to the Theological College-

www.ethiopianorthodox.org




i iA
refreshments will be seryed. i X. Friday January 24,
Lunch Private, : a. Visit to Asmara, 8 ”i
b- 4. P M. His Holiness will attend the Cermony on the Eve of |

ight in Asmara.
Epiphany Katara. b. Spend the night in

Dinner Private
e LTivater

His Holiness and his companions will be accompanicd by the follawing
V. Sunday January 19,

3, 8 p. m. His Holiness will attend the Celebragion of Timket, Epiphany officials from January 15 up to 23: A
Lunch Private e AN W S —

b. 4 P. M.“—\_fisit to the Monastry of Getesemane in Sebeta

¢ 8 P- M. Honour of His Holiness, Patriarch Justinian and  Hjs I . Bish £ Harar.
companions at the Patriarchal Palace. ' b, Abunc Abraham Assitant Bis op o

VI Monday January 2o "
& 10- A« M. His Holinness will attend the Ceremony about Kana
Zegelila at St. Michac| the Archangel Church,
Lunch Private

: a. Abunc Lukas Archbishop of Arusi.

| ¢. Like Seltanat Habte Mariam Worknch Chicf of Ecclesiastical Affulrs

| in His Lnperial Majety’s Private Cabinate and dean of the Holy |
| ity Cathiedra

:d Archmandrite G. Medhen G. Yohannes. Head ot ‘the Missional‘)‘
Department of the Ethiopian Orthodox Churc}}.

b 3. P, M, Viire St. Mary Church at Entoto.

Dinner Private
—— ‘trvare

Vil Tuesday January 1.
2 9. p« m. Visit to St. George's  Cathedral.
b. 10. A. M. Vit to St- Stephen’s Church .

¢ 1. A. M. Visit to the Menelik 1 Memorial Bata Church.
Refreshment will be served. o ) .
Lunch  Private i e =

——  Tovare

d- 3. P. M. Visit o St Paul’s Theological Scminary. Refreshments will ;! A]_]_ Reference dnd

be served.

| '
|.
¢ 5 P. M, His Holiness; Justinian wj]] Pay a farewell Visit 1o His SpOIlSOI‘SthS. '
Imperial Majesty. . | H G. A_bune Theophl]-os
VIII. Wednesday January 2., I ) ,
3. Visit to the Lalibela Chuch, | Acting Patriarch.
b. gpend the night in Lalibela. -
[X. Thursday January 23, '
a. From Lalibely to Baherdar, then to Gondar.
b- Lunch in Gondar.

¢, Afternoon to Aksum,
d. Spend  the night in Aksum.
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AN ADDRESS OF WELCOME GIVEN BY DR. v.c
SAMEL TO HIS BEATITUDE PATRIARCH

Justinian Of Romania And His
Companion_g
On  their visit to the Theological College, Addis Ababa.

January 18, 1968.

Today is indeed 2 very memorable day in the history of this Theol-
ogical College. We, the saff and students of
th joy that we are able o accord ahearty welco
Justinian of Romania and his most honoured companions. We are cequally
delighted that we haye with us on this happy occasion His Beatitude Abune
Theophilos and  their Graces the Archbishops and Bishops of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church. On behalf of the staff and students of this institution,

I' have profound joy in welcoming  our spiritual fathers and o say a few
words,

this institution, are filled wi-

His Beatitude Patriarch Justinian needs
assembly. He is well known as one of the most outstanding ecumenists of
our times. Devoted, as he is, to the cause of Christian unity, His Beatitude
has been engaged in the work of bringing the Churches of the world to ent-
erinto cordial relations with onc another, and thereby to pave the way for
the ultimate union of the whole Christian world. He is coming to Ethiopia
now on this very errand, Before coming here His Beatitude had made 2

similar visit to India, to the Orthodox Church in that land. We rejoice

This Theological College is occupying a unj
constituent Colleg of the Haile Sclassic 1 Um'vcr.sity, It aims to serve the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the best way possible. The College has a
history of its own. As it is well known, Ethiopia is a solid Christian Church
with a long hisory. This Church has its own traditional ways of training
men for the ministry. But from the time His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassic I
took the initiative in introducing modern type of education into the country,
the need tor ., corresponding  mode of education for the clergy of the

que place in  Ethiopia. A

1

Ethiopian Orthedox Cht-.lrch was also felt. So His Imperial Mufesty founded
the Theological School of the Holy Trinity in 1942 out of Wiy owi Privite
funds. In 1961, with the establishment of the Haile Selisi I University,

this Theological College also was started.

~As the only institution of higher learning in Ethiopia, the (‘n”cgt"l.lm
a vital role to play both in this counury and in the world Ou,: side, I:u'
Church of Ethiopia is onc of the several bodics bc]nn%;m;; tn‘ the
Orthodox family of Churches. Its history, theology :md‘ .‘;ipil‘ilfl.!;t‘l:lf.}-' are hnl;n[
up in many ways with the history, theology and xpn'ltua-.m’;.-' uf' L}u1m 1t
Orthodox Churches in the world, So theological cducation in this Churéh
thould take into account on the one hand its own noble heritage, and on

the other the heritage of the other Orthodox Churches.

When organized in  the light of this vision, theological cducati.on in
Ethiopia will grow commensurate with theological education elsewhere in 1¥u
Orthodox Churches This is indeed most vital, Yut it is not cnur.fgh. \'T;/c
are living In an ecumenical age, and we should not be simply saustied with
a theological cducation that is confined only to the (..)I'Lho.{o:( C{lmrch:‘s.
But we should have a universal vision, whereby to cnable our students ’to
become acquainted with the many problems ot life and L!]u' world .?w-'h:ih
Churches in other parts of the world are trying to face and the way in \\-.1-
ich they are endeavouring to meet them. This will (‘ﬂ;lb!(‘. th%'n: tcl; .r“tnhu.uz
in the heritage of Ethiopia and at the same time to be united in spirit with

the rest of the Chiistian Church in the world

thilities which we are called upon to
These, we know, arc the responsibilitics which we are called I
’
T shat we can about
me i ited wav what we can a
fultilll, and we are trymng in our too limited ways to do v
: 2 . W 1oL
1s Cullege, we place the institution before vou
; we wel > you to this Cullege, we place the ins s
them: As we welcome y f ‘ fore
I its behalf and for vour apostolic ]'WIL‘H]T}:{_}\
for your contnued prayer on its behalf and for you )

1

Y 4 1. o b
[{ XD Im 1P| 1] 51T ¢ wacome to this (.' Lt
\ ) l CXI 58 O Vou 050 w ;} O e
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JOINT COMMUNIQUE

His Grace Abune Theophilos A/ Patriarch of the Ethic pian  Orthodox
Church and His Beatitude Justinian Patriarch of Romanian Orihodox Church
discussed on common issues concerning  the two churches  when the
head of the Romanian Orthodox Church was on an official visic to Addis
Ababa.

The two leaders issued joint communique in regard to the resolution and

deliberation they have reached. The Ethiopian Orthodox Church on her part,
Issued the following communique.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church rejoices that the Patriarch of Romania
and his esteemed companions accepted an  invitation to visit Ethiopia and
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. We are delighted that visits were made in
accordance with the programme prescribed by our Church.

The impressions and reflections and the speeches retlected and  prenounced
_by H. G- Justinian Patriarch of Romania during his visit to shrines, hitor-
Ical and religious places have been of paramount signiticance to both of Churches,

Thirdly, we are deeply moved by the mutual undersianding of the two
churches through intormal discussions and the formal addresses  dcliverd at the
Holy Synod in the presence of members of the holy synod and high ran-
king ccclesiastical officials.

Since the objectives of the visit have been thus, we beleive that such
initial visit can be the basis for future visits to Ethiopia.
> Hence the two Churches jointly issue the following  communique. We
resolved that in order that we may cstablish communication and continue
mutual understanding the tollowing shall be the chains of our communication.

Reciprocal visits of the two heads ot Churches
Exchange of Thcologians

I
2
3+ Exchange of Students and Scholars
4. Exchange ot Christian literature
5. A formation of a Committce in order to sukmit proposals for
ways and means of keeping the relation of the two Churches
Signed
Abba Theophilos A/ Patriarch of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
January 18, 1969
Asmara  Ethiopia

Signed
Abba Justinian Patriarch of
Romania

e -:-.-_—rrmm"—ﬂ'-_‘y;v{{-_ e ey

" Message Sent to Ffis Holiness
Latriarch of Ethiopia

PATRIARCHUL ROMANIEI
His Beatitude

Abuna Basilios

Patriarch of Ethiopian
Orthodox Church

Addis - Ababa

Bucharcst yu
January 1969
Str. Patriarhici 2

YOUR HOLINESS,
Most Beloved Brother in Jesus Christ our Lord,

The wonderful trip we have made o your couantry, by the Grace of
God, the truly imperial welcome of His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassic I and
our fraternal joy in visiting the ancient and venerable Ethiopian Orthodox
Church, all these are, unforgettable memorics for us

The moving encounter we had  with your Holiness who, with great
inner sight, has intuited the vivid love that unites our Churches, will also
remain incffaccable in our heart =t

The visit that His Eminence, the Archbishop Abuna Theophilos, your
beloved collaborator, has paid, in the name of your Holiness, to Romania,
and our visit undertaken in Ethiopia, with God's help, are important steps
in the way for approchment and reciprocal knowledge between our Churches,
and we hope, sincercly, that these direct contacts between us will bear, at the
right moment, fruits for the complete reunification of the Orthodox Church.

We must also mention the fruitful conversations we had with the mem-
bers of the Holy Synod of the National Orthodox Church from Ethiopia.

The Participation of our delegation in  the fiast of the Epiphany, the
visits at the Theological institutions from your country have convinced us
about the great picty of the Ethiopian People and the vitality of the Ethio-
pian Church. as well as about its efforts and possibilities for development.

Forg this reason, coming home safely at our Patriarchal residence from

www_ethiopianorthﬂdax.ﬂrg are directing  themselves, with gratitude, to your
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Holiness and 10 His Imperia] Majesty for the happy oppormm:y offerd to
Us to realise, in so favourable conditions, this brothcr]y visit, destined to

strengthen still more our fricndI} relations as well as between our Churches
and between the Romanian and ~ the Ethiopian Peoples.

At the same time, we Vant 1o express our thapks especially o His
Eminence, the Archbishop Abuna Th heophilos and to the hierarchs who  recei-

ved us varmly, as well as o the persons who accompanied us and made
our trip so agrecable,

We remain, of your Holiness, with brotherly love in Jesus  Christ,
our Lord.

JUSTINIAN
PATRIARCH OF ROMANIA.
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