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P3ritain. British-occupicd Raypl and
Ethiopia, was duly signed et Adowa on
June 3. 18841 included an article
expressly guarantesing E:hiopia’s right
(o make use of the port of Massawa. lor
all purposes, including the import of
arms and ammuniticn, under British
protection: and the Preamble to the
document proudy stated that itbound.
not only the contracting parties. but
also “their heirs and SUCCEssors

in accordacewithlhisTrea!y.Emper-
or Yohannes's commander, Ras Alula.
marched westwards 10 the Sudan. and
duly relieved six beleaguered garrisons.
the only such 1owns where the defen-
ders were enabled 1o escapy

The Adowa Treaty. despile its pious
reference o “heirs andd successors
proved remarkably shor-lved. for. as
soon as the ganisons lad been rescued
by Ras Aluta. the British Government
saw no jurther need of Ethiopia--—or
further advantage in the Treaiy. [nsteiad
of standing by the agreement of 1884
the British Gu\':rmnumlhcruforucl\:d(l-
od. almost imnedinlely. to jettison il

The Britsh Govarnment abandon:
ed the Treaw Jedheriely, inoorder o
further its inlurests he Scramble ior
Africa. Britain and France were then
e principal rivals i that scrasnbie
and (he Britigh. with o view to cutbing
e expansion Ol PFrance in this partul
Ahica. decidei 6 bring i the Halians
who were then just beginning to duever

lop coloniid ambitions.

Tius encouraged by Britain. the
Ltalians decided on speedy action: an
lialian force landed at Massawa. on
Fobruary 5. 1885
and o days aler the signing of thw
Tripartite Tveaw of the previous year
which had promised the use of the port
1o Yohannes, Treativs among Furo-

anly eight montis

Pean powers We olten hroken it
passiyge ol Bme—-but une with an
Adrican countiy i the erd ol the Soant

ble for

worth the cost o the paper on wich it

Afcier thus proved scarcely

Wils wriien .
The Britizh f.]c)\-'urnmum'svohc-[acc
i relannn o eveinds in lar-oli Adricawas

of course swaravly knowiio flae Pritish
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public at the lime, but at Jeast one

Englishiman  was aware-and  deeply

shocked by it. Augustus BWylde, a
sometime British Vice-Consul for the
Red Sea. commented:

“Look al our behaviour to King
Johannes from any point of view and it
will not show one ray of honestly. and
to my mind il is one of the worst bits of

business out ol many we have been

guilty of in Alrica .. England made
use of King Johannes aslong as he was
of any service, and then threw him over
io the lender mercies of ltaly, who went
to Massawa under our auspices with
the intention of taking territory that
belonged to our ally. and allowed them
io destroy and break all the promises
England had solemnly made to King
Johannes alter he had faithfully carried

Emperor Menefik.

out his part of the agreement. The fact
is not known to the British public and !
wish it was not true for our credit’s sake:
but unfortunately it s, and it reads like
one of the vilest bits of treachery that
has been perpetrated in Alvica or ndia
i the eighteenth century™.

Yohannes was naturally no fess
shocked by the British Government’s
volte-lace, Fle accordingly wrote 1o
Queen Vicloria. on August 28, 1884,
expressing his susprise that a Treaw
which was supposed 10 endure from
“generation generaion” shoukd
have become invalid within less than a
year, and wenl an o inguire whether
the halizns had in fact comeio the port
with Brigish permission. At the same

time he reporied further disturbing
developinends whichwere soon tohe

portents of others 1o come: the ftalianis.

he informed the Queen. had alrealy
stopped the import ol aconsigmnent ol
firearms bound for l:._l|1'1053ia—4-ans.1 Nalian
troops had advanced inland as far s
“the edge [o the sall plains™. The
ltalians, it was thus clear. had already
begun a policy of colonial expansion.

To understand the colonial spirit of
the time one should recall that earlier
that year, on JFebruary 26, 1885 the
major European powers had signed
the General Act of Berlin which laid
down rules for the European Scramble
for Africa. These were designed 10
facilitale the occupation of Africabu the
European powers—us well to minimise
potential conllicts benwveen the later.

Article WX IV—which was suun v
have major relevance 10 Ethiopia
stated 1hat:

“~Any power which henceforth rakes
possession of a wacl of land on the
coast of the African continent outside
of Jite present possessions, or w hieh,
being hitherto withoutl such puzses
sions, shall acquive them. aswall as the
powr which asstmes @ profecore
there. shall aceompany the Tospocivy
act with @ notification thereol. address:
ed 1o the other Signatory Pawers
in order to enabie them. il need beto
make good any claims af their own’™.

The understanding al Berlin was in
fact thal the Europeai occupation of
any wact of land on the African cobsl—
such as the port of Massawa and irs
adipcent mmainland erritory— varried
with it the right of oceupation of the
hinterland-—such as the Fhiopion inte:
rior.

The Brilish Goversunens - ony o
the signatories ol the Gieneral Act uf
Berlinwas ol course entirely un nierest
edd in e disimterons conseguences for
Eihiopia of e senttiing of the Adowa
Treane Inoreple 1o Yaohonnes's voar
plaint s the faliont oecupation ol Mas

Yoo o letter bearing Queen Victoria’s
sigualurne wis accordingly denpatchud
1o 1he Ethivpian ruler.on Daeavmiber S
1880, expressing the pious. bt in the
circumstances  entiiel absund. hope
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that he would "be abie 1 come 10 &
friendly arrangement” with lal. To
make up for the manifest nadequacy
of this reply the British Governmei also
sent him fwo ceremonial swoids as a
token of thanks for Ethiopian assis
tance in releasing the Egypuan gar
risons in the previous vear. Yohannes
wis dulv touched—but. in viaw of 1he
inuninent threat from ik wouald doub
tess have preferred a consignment ul
modern firearms 1

Greatle disturbed by the advent of
lifian colonialisin Yohannes
again to Victoria, on April 19 of the

Wrole

following vear. asking her. notwithout
touch of jrony, how he could ke
irfends with the lalians  as she dad
urged—as. for his part. he “did nothave
the: required knowlodge or skill for
this™. The Bridsh

presumabiy no more knowledgable or

Government was

shilied-~for it vouchsafed Yohannes

1o Tepl.

Italian Colonialisin

While this protracied. bur largely

pointiess. diplomacy was procecdiag,
the ltalians were preparing “or their first
outright invasion of Ethiopty In August
1885 an lalian force accordingly
marched inland from Massawa to seize
the village of Sa’ati, 30 Kil¢metres into
the interior.

When news of this advance reached
Ras Alula he at once called the toypt:
jan envoy. Marcopoli Bey. 19 compiain.
Recalling that Egypt. as well & Briciin,
had only cighteen maonths earber gua
ranteed that Ethiopia should Lave the
he said 1o the

iree use U[’ Massawa.
envoy. on August 120" Why du vou not
wrn the ltalians out of here 7 Why have
vou allowed them 1o be there ?7 The
pairiotic Ras's complaimts. [ ke those of
his master Yohannes, were, however,
unavailing. for the Egypticns, then
under Briush  occupation. wae of
course unable 1o take any action un
their oun.

htalian roops meanwhile cominued
1o consolidate their control at the coast
al arca. Towards the end of the voar
1886 they proceeded to seize the riny

anl i R B B T

port of Zulla and the village of wi a.
some twenty kilometre inland. Within
two years of ltaly’s first seizure of
Massawa n 1884 the aten of ltalian
colonial rule had thus expanded to
cover about a thousand square kilo-
metres.

Faced with this continuing colonial
expansion—and the violation of Ethio-
pian derritorial integrity which it entail
ed  Alula sent & message of protest 10
th ltaliair commandaer, General Gené,
on Januray 12, 1887, demandiy that
Italy should withdraw from both Zully
and Wi'a. In his letter Alula declared:

Ras Makoennern,

“The roops that are at Wi'a must be
removed by 21 January. and those that
are at Zulla must be removed within a
month. If friendship is to centinue. you
must do this”. Othaeiwise, he warned.
“you must know that friendship is at an
vl

The halians ware, however, inten
on further colonial expansion and ox
tensive penelration mio the Fihipian
interior, Gene therelore bruskly reject
ed Aluia’s ultimaunn, and spurmed any
sugyestion of possible future friend-
ship.

The Battle of Dogali

Faced with llal's rejection of his
ultimatum Alula had tittle option but w
act-—which he did with his custonnny
promptness. On danuary 24, 1887 e
feft his camp at Ghinda on the edge of

the Ethiopian platcau, and rode to
Sa'ati where he atacked the newly
established ftalian camp. The ltalians
were by then so well entrenched that
hundreds of Ethiopians were killed. for
the loss of only four of the tnemy. To
strengthen his position General Geng
had, however, decided 0o send up
some five hundred maen as reinforee.
inents. These Ras Aluly aiacked, on
Janumy 26, near the village of Tedali
{now betler known as Dogali). Fighting
was againvery fierce, and the lalians. in
this engagement unprotected by o
heavw  losses:

fortifications.  suffered

only eight wounded Iroops suvived.
Though that shiing o Dogaliwas o
direct consequence of the abandon-

lssd T and had
resulied from the on o going liahen !
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ment of the ruiny,

vanee against Ras

Governmet contmued 1o dospuay s
(o

the contrary Britain sided with Tak

interest in Ethiopia’s predicament

whichitregarded by this tmc os g foellio
colonial power. With advice from e
ltalian Ministy of Forcign Affairs the
British. foreign Office accordingly drew
up a letter to Yolhannes which was
signecd by Queen Victoria b deciarad
that the Ralians were "o powernial nai

on”. and added- wali palpabic on
truth
intentions” 1owards Dihwaapia

thatthew had “fiendh and good

The lalion Governeent, so far e
displaying any such “iviendly and goend
ntennons”. was in el preparing for
further expansion a1t Ehiopia’s ox-
pense. hnmediareh: afier the banle of
Dogalihe Parlament in Bome vared o
credit of five million lire 1o soengihen
militany forces ol Massawi, and beann
desparciing  additionad roops, with
farge quantities of srms and anmnuni
lion; and on dJune 1883 a jurther
military vore of fweny million Tire was
given for use in Africa.

Faced with the resulant powerful
militesy build-up in and around Mas:
sawa, and the imminent threat of a
furthier  lalian Yohannes
strengthened his defenee o the aren

advance,
facing the coast. This he didbv triansiany-
ing from the west Torces priviousl

stationed ar Gallabat i the Sodan

i
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tor shusinade-

frontier. Finding i fias
quately guardedihe Sudarese Malidis:
ts (agamstwhenn Yohimnes had taken
action at this request ol Pritain in 15884)
attacked andbroksz into Ethiopian terri-
ory atthat point. Y ohannes lastened to
Gallabat io repet them but at the close
of a victarious battle. in March 1884,
was mortally wounded by a sniper’s
bullet.

News of the death of Yohannes —
and the resultam struggle for the suc
cession—ureated greal confusion thro-
ughout northern Ethiopia. This was
ntensified by the fact the county was
then suffering from the Great Ethio-
pian Famine, @ wragic event almost
unprecedented in s long history.
These difficulties, economic as well as
political. destroyed any immediate pos-
sibility of effective Ethiopian resistance
to italian pclwn'.‘mon.The ltalians were
this at last enabled to fulfil their ambi-
Hon of advancng into northern
Ethiopian plateau. By the end of 1889
they had succeede! fn occupying @
large stretch of higlhiland territory, in-
cluding the then Liny village of Asmara.
This occupation gave them a strony
strategic stranzhold. “Onee they had
made good thelr foothold on the upper
plateau and  Tortified themsel
ves”. AB. Wylde wiote”, no Abys-
sintan force contid vrwe them out”. The
stage was thus sl for the official pro
clamation of the lalian colony of Eri-
trea which took place in the following

year. 1890.

The Wuchalé Treaty

On the death of Yohannes, Menelek.

the then King of shoa, succeeded hime
as Wing of Kigs., or Emperot of all
Ethiopia. He il was who had thereafter
to fage the continued-—and soun great
v expanded- ihreat of lalian colonia-
lisrm.

Helations between Menelik and the
halians were. however, at first cordial
for the latter, concealing their colonial
ambitions. oifered him the hand of
friendship. On May 2. 1389 - less than
after  the death

wo  monthis

of Yohannes-—a Treaw of Perpelual
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Peace and Friendship banveen the o
countrivs was accordingly signed. atthe
village: of Wuchote, ollen written by the
ftalians as Ucciale contiined articies of
advantage 1o bath signatories. Menelik,
who was al hal time still virteally
unknown to the outside world, obtain-
od halian recogniion of his staius os
Emperor of Ethiopia, and permission.

. specified in Article V1. 10 imporl arms

and ammunnition through ltalian colo-
nial ferritony. Yheright to importweape:
s, earlier specified in the Adwa Trealy
was thus restored. ltaly. on the other
hand, for its part received Meneleik's
recognition of its occupation of the
northern Ethiopian plateau.

fRas Alulda,

the

The most famous articie n
Wuchalé Treaty was. however, Article
VIl which was soon the basis of
dispute. This arose from the fact that
the Treaty had two texts. one in Ambha-
vic and the other in ltalian. the senge of
which, though elsewhere icentical, in
that anicle differed maleriatly. The
Amharic version stated the Menelik
should have the power to avail himset{
of the services of the lalians for all
conmunications e mightwish o have
with other Pewers. The halian texi. in
contrast, made this obligatoy.

Though the Nalian text was soon lo
be used by the lalian Government for
entirely untoward purposes. the Trealy
seemed at first to provide a basis for
valuabte cconomicand other cooppera-
tion. Menelik accordingly despatched
his cousin, Ras Makonnen. then gover

ner of Hatar, 16 ltaly 10 nugotiate e
naplementation of the Wuchale Trears.
An Additional Convention was duky
signed in Rome, on Octobwer 1. 11
specifiva fnner sl in Article WL hat
Menelik woull introdues his counig’s
first coined monee since ancient Himes,
and that this would be accented inthe
Talien colunivs, while Article Vi leid
down that the  lralian Governmenl
would provide the necessay guarante:
os 10 enable an halian Lank to ygrat
Menelik a loan of four million lire.
While 1these negotiations were in
progress in Rome. [talian woops weie.
rapidly advancing into the
therceby

however.
northern Ethiopian plateast
greatly strengthening laly's colonial
position. Within a weuk or so of the
signing of the Additional Convention
the halian Government felt itself strong
enough tu procli a Protectorale over
the whole of Ethiopia. The [talian Fore
ign Minister, Crispi. accurdingly wrote o
ferter to his county’s diplomauic repe:
sentatives abroad. on October 11, ash:
ing them to inform the Govermmnents to
whigh they were accredited thal "in
confonnily with Article NXXIV of the
Generad Act ol Therlin” laly seved
notice that unde Anicle NXA b he
perpetual reaty betveen Jiaky an 1 Lith-
jopia .. il i3 that His
Majesty e King of Ethiopia conwents
1o avail binseli of the Government of
His majesty the King of ltaly for the
conduct of all matters which he may
have with other Powers or Govern:

provided

ments’.

it was in this manner—almost. one
might say. by this slight of hand---that
the

the ttalan Government turned
Treaty of Perpetua Peace and Friend:
ship, with i3 seemingly trivial Artice
XV on communication with foreign
powers. ile a clainm to a Protectorate
over the whole of the countiy with
which it was supposed to have perpe
tual peace and friendship.

Despile its preposterous character,
he halian claim was duly acceped by
oi the other European colonial
whose title deeds to African

me
powers
lands were in Imany cases scarcely more
vatid than thai of lraly. Among those

YERATIE Macie §1 9%



recognising the supposed Prolectarale
was the British which
entered into three Protocois with ltaky.
on March 24 and April 15 1891, and
May 5. 1894, defining the frontiers
between British colonial and Protec-
torate territory and the assumed ltalian
Protectorate.

Menelik refused. howuever. to accept
the lalian interpretation of the Wu-
chalé Treaty. On September 27, 1890,
he accordingly wrote to King Umbeno |
of llaly. deciaring that. on re-examining
the two texis of Article XVIL he hiad

GOUGI'I)Iﬂ‘.—!.’][

discovered that they did not agree. and
added: “When | made that treaty of
friendship with Italy. in crder thar vur
secretsbe guarded and aur understaind-
ing should not be spoiled. | said that
because of ourfriendship. our aifairs in
Europe might be carried on with the
Sovereign of lal, but  have not made
any treaty which obliges me 10 o so.
and oday, [ am not the man to accept
it. That one independent power does
not seek the aid of anotherto cany on
its affairs your Majesty understands
very well™

Determined net to become further
dependent on lialy. the Ethicnian ruler
al once stopped drawing on the ltalian
loan agreed to in the Aciditional Con-
vention. and began puving back
part already utilised.

Relation between the two countries,
itwas becoming increasingly apparent,
had reached a stage that could, and
would. be solved only by resort 1o war.
During the ensuing discussions (he
lralian envoy. Count Antonuil, said 1o
Menelik, “haly cannot notify the other

the

Peavers that shewas mistaken in Article.

RV because she must maintain her
digniay™. Menelik's  consort. Queen
Taytu, who was present, s reported 1o
have thereupon intervened, exclaim
ny: “We have also made known 1o the
Powers that the said article. as it s
written in our language. has another
meaning. As you. we alse cught to
respect our dignity”, And proidiy she
added. “Youwish Ethiopia to be repre
sented before the other Powers as youwr
Protectorate.  but shall never
be !'.

Menelik. scarcely less forthright. also

this
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refusad o countenance any  lureign
Protectorate over his age-old counny.
Faced with the lhalian Government’s
insistence on its mterpretation of the
Wuchalé Treaty he took the dramatic
step, on February 12. 1893, of deno-
uncing the Treaty itsell. Inferming the
Eurcpean Powers of this act-—and
alluding to the lalian claim eimbodied
in Article XV as well as 1o the well-
known reference 1o his countiy in the
Bible—he wrote to them. on February
27, prophetically declaring. "Etidopia
has need of no one: she strethees oul
her hands 1o God”. 0

The siage was thus at last set for the
Adowa war. which began in Januay
1895, Theinvaders.who at fiest had the

upper hand. forced ther way through
Tegre to capture the heights of Amba
Alagi. laler in

the year. however,

v

i
1

Some of the dtalian goaerads at the Batile of

Adowea,

Menelik moved north at the head of a
large arnmy. deleating the enemy at
Amba  Alagi in and  al
Makalé at the turn of 1he vear. The
ltalions were accordingly obliged to™fall
back un Adowa.

December

The first weeks o 1896 witnessed a
period of inacdon. as neither co
mander wished 1o take the initiative of
altack. with its consequent risks of
heavy casuallies and possible defeat,
Then. on Februany 25 Crispi exasperat-
ed by the delay. despaiched a faelul

telegramme to the lalian Commander

Generad DBivadien.” This is o militay
phthisis™. it read. "not a war ... a waste
ol heroism. without any corresponding

success .. It is ¢lear 1o me thar there is
no fudamental plan in this campaign.
and | should like to have one formular-
ed. We are ready for any sacrifice in
order to save the honowr of the armw
and the preslige of the monarchy ™
Baratieri responded by ordering his
army to attempt an immediate surprise
attack. which. in large measure thanks
o Ras Alula’s alermess. miscarried.

The Battle of Adowa began early on
the moring of March 1—and resuliec
that same day in the almost complete
destruction of e invading army which
lost over 40 per cent of its fighting force.
aswell as all its cannons. and most of its
rifles and other supplics which were lefi
on the field of baile by the retreating
ary.

Adowa. the greatest viclowy af an
Alrican army over a European in the
era of the Scramble for Alrica. preserv-
ed Ethiopia’s age-old independence.
On October 26. litle over half a year
after the battle. the ltalian Governmen
agreed to a naw treay—the Trean of
Addis Ababa. which formalle annulied
the Treaty of Wuchalé---and recognis-
ed Erhiopia's absokie independence.
Menelilk, whose anmy was by this timee
almost stanving, was. howevor in no
position 1o send his anay more than o
short distance into the well-fortifiod
Htalian colony of Liritea. which thus
continued 10 exisl -and was 1o be the
springboard for lascist lay's invasion of

Frhiopia only Torn vears laier.

Ond l('-n"tlﬁ

What shaii @ sau o g, Ohl lag ?
You are so grand s cvery (el
finted witi naitiy sdeeds of ohl

so
S0 steeped i Bieod wiwre feraes fell
So torn and picecad by shot ansd shell

Seocahm. so sull sa frm. se troe.
Mu throat swelis ai the sigin ol you
Old Flag !

Hubbara farser Ot tiayg,

13

T






