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m fo*u 
'Xagas,ig" ..T,h g*''of ittt"'i:reii*st;'"rb'a colhction rff ilasi dtich

tras ."tim 'iii'".i*c in k*::g#.pft? for mnry:rccnrurics. Jt'"ry -ot!gi:F9t 
'rrriucn

in .Arabic lY"the :Cofiic ,,**#:, pdir ,'.r*aaH 'lb'n tl-'Assd"dPryto$
6 ;d"r; *tGi Cynl'$l',sas,'fatriarrjr "of i*tc*aodria

knqfil :.69 :po : ;bl-':As:;ail-1J,,;r'at
(12!fii2{3J:'"' ''' 

'': ' :"''

l . ln thc lmodnclim p bir llrlig Eg!*Ef {$r Faia }irnst"-q$ ilsniocd *rc eurhsr
; ;:.,|]iJ-|3'- tr-'1oar.-E;_1.:A;i6i11frr*a: *qa'o*tryilrdr' dEi iec*. Cdtu

E rtr; ,-ciri i , a-h;f\ i@r" Gi+ Bliri:c ILf$l nsg' 9' v'
-;|f';;*.d-t.li1a 

c"ilr" 
"i33Uf* 

151isestcd't5h di;;g r31! t6tc Crbtc Esetln
sritcrs tE{inS rhc nene of I!n.al"A$rL l q1 I,cT W ryI=
Dcrbaps ,ir*crs. Tnc o'c- *10 rTac.thc,,+EiF ,Gtlist d th. Flth lq|'!E *|c cBrilor;-
ffi;i'-Fit"-ric rr-'i'iiet.'rnc 'mt ;rl-tE4iil €X ?.De. ':lrirgd C'lb $'*.trl csr

ff*' fG.pgfi* tr i*ti:i@'@i;;'lun- ii' 1gt+rt,-?''lg: q' -c.."tr'
:ffi6k ffin#''&# r*A&.S!g,.$rrl 'ol'S''Pl3E?{aig t N{hr
;ulri-blulioic aa:en*nl:ti'icrtioor *1;rtc;€iirritr'*i'1gcdi xll'''c 'tffir:. lafii*nti
;d''qJJru{ffiii l+qii:tidt'V,L,"o[:'l ofxJl' F: lq a-4. l3:hb;sto'lc !!to
I2ilod,rta .Etiooica {Rorne. fgiuXa pCr lrOriclqF. t9|IlL p. 78. Gttidi stE lg rcknonrleotc

tbc c.o|!trc 'ncss ,of rtrir 
"rcr 

et lFtl h. tisss Absi--Fsda:il lbo $'Altal |i l$tc :Plor 
ol src

Ar.tric rrrrim of lk Fc6. Niles&-

;ir.- 
";;;&" 

'*,d; ;"b-* r, ,norc r, e. vr. ncnrcing tl* idrq of M&ditn
;;;"ihl-;;;i.n, le,-;i'A*;f ; A51E-6." 

- 
t a o,ai@a:'*I ca$s xxxflI eI

di t'rrt 'al-',i.&d {Mi}mo. l*}E}: DErniffir- {snurri di disir Mussl$tato qi
65p11o5 56VI1L : dcl aomsac ii lba d-'Atrel-. ,hea &tE Stdi M' YoL 19
(19{01. +f: t. e9. l-ll-
E -Srcbro eae X-C. lrrra!. s'rirf-Xiinbcks Xairsfgci kts aan fu1t6, ldbwtt *tctts-
t*e** ibcr*Ir yd abaat pn ... (tripag ltSol: W. Riad.L Db Xircfvtett*t,';t,€'tt-& pat UrUt llcxordrictr. sd m Tcil **rw (t i€. tSI C.t.
liallbo. *ort citsd;,.rbor.! ili','8oE t.' .: ,l9l:l' l::;:G'A. C!f1!uol',:L''*tefa;4'*.4 !-1P
igaga-cl& ^11e *lgs ,tttiotc ht.balino {&.tF* tniano fie$.Dg di,,srdi btislrlivi. t94?)-

.Ehc',.*}rac*abu =ifaoar,:*rc cditcd,,iis:,r tr*da: 'fenslatim" .*ilh: 13 i*rodqctio* by-K.L
,.'iichariec.,,,nq,' :Ua8lilhal.:O. '?tochcitos, ltatw: 'Itr?a8&{rrr'::.fuilii Cotgatiad'Cl ,Itorrit
psxbw..*lcid!t!I'*. I8AZL .ead.,,!er.",lcra.,;t5irarled,into),Endirb, 'shh. r -r.crpcagry, by
Lffl:g"*FaA i fr;--i ij *s*. Rggsr lax. Tk Procl*ba lvbrps {Cersbidrr, Uars-
3itt Prc$, lt?ll 5; Co!tr!*D. rrc* cid lboae'rt qotc'3, f-7. a 1L '

1 .

I
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'Ch-;h- opr irn C'm'cr,odo7'Ceru ahtdc' C hirnch farch e*n d-
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ilci?'rt Rona ha €it& in ligfrt of tk it;g t*tun.t ?b &itd boo* til! bc.{r
idlcri&d rs sr A?ibi'r vcrsioa of rnotbcr'tandboot of Ronaa-By:actim }rr*, fA
Eclo8r of tbc gr*paors kq trI,! (lsarriErE] ad Cr*gea*iac V '(€opoaimr*]f
tAbh *rs puhlisH i* . tfuapk W '& yw .726.1 Tk. forurb bpof hs
bccn idcsttH rs .tbc df ibc OU f'@, a compihrioa of ritu:l
ead Boril',,tp*Fs,,fr.oa t&.'finreM, p;@.,.q.ft!'t# Cl4ial irtc4dzliaasir

.Giyss .drg :n{tfie",frrJwd, i5f,r{fo6g:, of,'',lbc.;'rntiqt:foEagcf ;:dil$c . &r
perr of lba ei-''Ass.fr,roslt-it.ir m'rurpcirc lo tr ir ,pcrudcd by pildphs of
Rornen Lsr. R-hr qdrtias uriffi"tl4ca .of cortna, 3uueiemllg, srnumisiolr
rrd *-n,i*nd., rd :rnary eqincie*f Sorq{riry *ib rad 'erecrcion, 'rr; lrlca &oa
Rol{f, 11! -.ggg,,:ipgffilg,, ...'19 _fn*aim. Ia p*ficatu, ltdly. l!*. o
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F;sSy $il pryt slich O=rf '*rt thc dishio!.of onirfe ir croagty iuftraccd
bI Jssri tr liorl4c' Of cour*, ticrc Eitriels crc & tlc FEtbr lfiSs$ ttrorft-c*ba je.S$;FcSr ttrorgt'ts
tie noars"*rrrdir rsursa mirn{,; bd- A ir rat *pao1rcirr ro- urce rrc
bec* to tbdr iaftid cryrrerricr. rd liir ha bEar ulcoeaC ia foorarc m thb

crrtitld *Cohioq of
Ca.soos,t h* b.cmrroo$ faffi ,by r&ohtr lr afbc itmocrm of lta .l- 'Asrd*,

It *rs coopfiicd rs a jniic for rhc 
-OtCra 

CoF Et&g,roa3 ths Msstim pcopie
of "EgFt Tbc Goptic ffi of ESFI g it {sd agr*a it t e *qr rctori-
uri}! f' rttx',Str# .ultn .rrr;!f lb"qDili@ tbrl it o+ltr.& bi:csclglcmd ,r*
oc of-rLs nry*s grcpscd fc"e,!l d? W ly&s*n;u ttnd fuili-
nuiots. d r ,fudiciri 88ttrr ridcl w pcr.l";cd rc .rdjnd*rc ecrb @
:gry Ctrinhlt .et ec Moshn eoa$sors, of EDDI .td €cLGc rseu d rhr
Middc ErrL

S. Se Cw,: rt€rt .s.r!d rloilc tt lde t: 9. Sdb. 7s Wry dct grr ridi*.t
''.arpitc'E' t-X|{ritr, C. IL Ei- f${} .*o-l e Ckitrrn rr|rGca of Arrfft t[ai{b
Ertts. &ir bot rrr rb dy c hrbl,.ths riL cf, 'lst of tbc C.ras 3f $.KiUr"
firllbo, rui Eiall rtct rr c l. * l@.

6, !p.qptr.{6.'. -lq,{q*q+*.i:Jl d,: :of e grs s.e.rl of lr.
C.eii d NLrcr !rc!rF.d frq,.$c fs booir of $c Xio1t:Sin bd bF mq+atcd fu
Cmarrac. (I! tr& srarbdc flo rb Anlic !' tb l'rco&. At|'r4t|r Flh||.rL.
- i661. -se tl funr ilt llfutli Sabs.g '&+cE & a tgz fet
d C*taima -g,'* Azg-i ILir s--t ii(rs i ntiirH b rbe concio d farad.
tuw n C-rgtliotu*.r}t 

"t 
qAla CoWt Oocatg, l?t91" r€L ltr. c. to8-fo!a.

: Xdlho. r€Gf +-d rlrYe rl rc t, p- 105 rlrd & t. lic lrfa trt* ts Cocrso.
ho*t:r=.nrvt,c*rbliH iLrr 6G thftd book m rAkb lb rl-'Arral rcfcd fs ag' dib
cit llcr ur,.rb.=rln!ic'.vcrc de Ho|l of t;co 'Isriarr rad hi s, Gmic
Coeaqosr. CanT!ry.-rlrt, cid rDo*rr"c ii,,g. l,f4 u[. rbo torre. -tr RrlrCopaqosr. C!r--.c. r!rt, cid rDortrr"c ii,,9. l,f:; E[. rbo torre. -tr htr
l.rlrrr (Didso &i kL- &riliE Da@ I&, FL ? (l961L D*,:f>Zta. lir[bo
bdicrrd tlrs tlc Edog qr uar-ora o lb.rl .rlri !,lrtriao. It- i t?tf.-

TtG Edo3e rlr rbo cdnd by X- E t-a"tir" roo Liq;atbd. Cb,bEebt tbvza .F;t
itwmi i-e'anon fuF Lcset a C.a5rcri O'Fdi.!,ltEL r'{ !a bE E1i16d
m F . i& t!ffi-a'. by EIt fsl*.6ciA A idd d .tutq La- 7b E*84
(Croki{E, U*vq*ry Ptr, l92fr- Sc C-r.-qco', rott -{ $ofc tt E 3.-g. t, g tL
gEEo. rci--cir.d.uq. f rc i,-p- t; raltrllirc, rst cid rbors d rc L ?- t29
& tw d pUirrio b tiyE g T|O
Id. i,g. t05::.,rto lid{,".rct ciEd,rborc".r.!otc l.fp. j& fL
CI Gd6, I F*.t{gq, rqt cid rbor! rf,Dra',t,"0- ,trtEl.
Gl- ccFForrsc iB tgft rrns b to*:'bf"'lli'..I-r6i1i;i;, ds,,,ga!r rgralid .id
ogrrlcd ritL tetrs Gq =, EOf. TkG bG is tr rgl dirroot-d rtc boft:
rb +ditir d t90tod sbrr d lt2?: s.E c.r" c.crsq G*+ cird rbr rrr 1 p. l.
Orbcr rqb ,Egrcd-er rd sT 1qr ric AEtr- p--.r-d ffrerb, 13d nFSyriE!
uttrxErG' d lG lidncur Ed Ecd t-rrE; rE E t Drnri. fuT.- io L AGC-'5.: ftrtco dnico lfdtir Ed€p.ao', frr'a Gbfu U X& d b* eid
c Gilll,tizb CM tt93it). e 63-llt'; lld lli$!., *ost cibd rtco,e g na t, ; tC" tr

avr

Cne frtrr 'rPri ' .n C.mr r,o do r'Ceiu e'hrdo C h,-rech
www,et l ' r i  op ianor tho  d  ox .orq
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d his .sadncss 'r'ras" .tfu ,,lattcr replicd &at eq {td{ difud SaE,iulricr in hb
:culdirt;,qas',r*i$+admiaistcrEil*lpqr,,..' + of th:'iffil, Tcscariesr !$b!ll$ 'h and
his pesph :itnd, iD tbs *ca.sf th l&ry Tcsarpt lbcn .ho .foford ,tbe fqc-
ror tba lhgrtlflf?s:B',bootof,.la gs,,c&idllird,!ccn ,'Cgrllp-H,,ty & 318 fus of
tbl€qnd'of,:|iiicica',iilndl:ffi!,fu prpn!|I$f4*rs ;b* &y:& .
4q:.iBfu ,boo&";.:1F!tts$,.:*iilil;,,dti{riTt$ji.ffilqd ifo":Aertie.if;qd,.dbd{o&e found
in Abaa&ia; r&y aot sesd goto*oCy to,fctch a 'ospy ,of il? Zart Ydgob r+
spudcd:'rYou hos ,&c,IaqrnEF of'qtisi,:cprymy,ud,6at Eoffiy. Cro .td bring
ps 1fo ,boot! s6{1:,4prc &c;301t#t*;,. r &,.kd's ,@l* Sr boo&'and
nrhq@ teadrcd- it .istor'&'€a;n

qas "inrroiluped into Etbtogia dnring *c .qgip,oFHa Ydqob,d,f#l{58). Thc
story .rcla,rc that qnc &y-a,fq$ fictros Abda .Ssrrd, qn :gg1ry1ian.S, ofigin,
fo,uid rl; '  nlafmr'in a,sail,",uiirod.':1fu &sos'6ti '  ic', i&ii '", ibe.#"i

Arabic }t sislr!

.:i,?*b.'; &, . {iho;zd
ne tt fh-rrd!i.d.!hc

I.f rhe jabqn b ;talen rt f-apq reirQ, tliiaii$cr 
' 

ryts iarrr*lnccd iaro
Etiriopia *ourtirc arourd,'lp *Diddc,,,of,*&e'FifEh f,ji@1r. CID rhc osbsr hsod,
:4itir:rlb- ,firsi ptird of ,91_of_.,&ciffi$-1*-$, Sc
rEiSs of Sw,Dcagnil"'rybg'rdgFad.alc*. opb,too $i6E+o-,1$l?:tr ixb ust
ascilat Ga'cz"'uanrsc6i;rs',€f ,ttc,Fs{tl &a*,cmrcrucdfo Eq:sDrga lihics rrcascfuat Ga'cz'smrscriFcs,,,€f ,ttc,F!&r tra*,cmrcrrrcd-io Euspcsa lihis rrc
from tbc rsi8n of :lobaanes I {l5e--'ffE8's,rd'ft ltrs bm segFstcd t5r hofes-
ror -P.- ,Sand-;San tlp fu ceslirr rc&renccs ro tb *o* nqf :bc,tc l qpoc &c

-:tffi.CI*
if*fff1iit{g&

"€m,{t
tq.iS.
r b i

i5"
a"
I t .

12. ct ++.lrtei*-a 'i. i,*toto bstt*: *q['c,,**,:idrlr &lrrnfx {,rdasAirlr" Be=ercer,*l+ it?6.rr, 1,, E, e ;i, ":r' Cj C6ii ncbi gis6:b *crt Sar:rr Doryrct fit& W) *ubfripir tS?LFrLr.?G
(Ge'e Tcrt): nrt IL p. At_{Ftracb T!d} Tbc ifit of rbil rdr-c. ii *s66 $Jo*.g.- rxi
b ti|c tc*t :fo0mfu.e& ,3:L ',':'1 ' "1 ti::

14. Guidl n fu ,i@ rd {iEd cborc rr ace l. p_.X
15. 

". 
$d" Or*e.t ,S * Fdto f$qtait {195& wrHi# ljbrear. Frdy.of b?- Itrilcscrtr<t I Uni*u:dUI 9. + .-'Ihb droli f5pbl3 co8a.tr 311c oeatr of ''6*113 EIngpD

agtitorr oa +p.qscb d',brodrre.
I&e" .9. ll9. l
w^
frlto olfu-Etfrtim.rro* cilcd.boE d oac la ?. jlg. c" 3- TLir idcrprctrscn b bd
ryo tbc tctrd tbrl 6e lmgs-to *rr ritildb +bcc io Clsct rr rbc ibcrit of Itua
.Ec $ar. {Gr!r- ?q. ft rrs foood b e [irery rr Nircr lr tbc arix Abr]re, rio tEr.
!D?c ql6ry il !!nc Asrbic rad srcd ir b chryrrs-rorl riaioc. rd- tt D- !, c. i.
rac-p- ?. i j- Tr't:a-e=qtEqg rc ErFopb gorcr, tb r*!s AlErbrE:a.yrc ao rotc
b &c rnqrb*bo of tbc boot bro frc'a.
elmgcra $ohr: bgld qtrt rbc rrfcrcocc b ro bc oL- to m rbltA lce ix*pcc
k-oc cralhcc c tiel bc caroel51r=d ft13or rc 'tdanle & c*rlrti- €f tbc b;L

19.

www,eth i  o p i  a  nor thodox,org



ilne fz;hr';Pr.'n fa'tcl-' c'rid'Cinder
wrnrw.etfr i  o pianortho d ox- o rq

$rcs its inroducrion imo E$iopir, tbc F,ctbr Nrgnd bll citcslrtcd ia Eeiopil
in tro rnrnuscrbr icrus Tbc rnorc Gsmrctn forn comitfi &G Gc:cz m rirh
sorae rnerginat 3lmcs in Arntaric zd Cte:a- Th stcsd forn b ddectic: ctEfy
p3s8p in Gc'ee is folbcd b3r a4 Adadc ttia*rioo d enmcmr

Th first prbed cdtioo of Sc Fctbt Nqg fcillqred rte fu fcn; it *rs
pubtri*cd by tinzio GUdi ia lg?F Jst bcfse 

-?935,lrr 
edirios of ths Fdh ltlaFsl

in tb.,didraie-.&'rgr.ryas griucd ,undcr tbc rcp&cs of ,Hir lnpctitl Mti:sy Hrile
Sc$asic'I. Udortularc*y, ,thia :cdirim *ts -DsFEr oetcd to th Psb$s for 5b;
ic tbr pdtd d tbe 19$!.ns!. r[ qfos-PtiEttd tm 

"q ft boed-rEtE
hrmcd- ronErhcr ?i$ tb Pdsti* PEssa So'c ftrrpccs of &b cditioa, eoi-bffiFd.- tqFehcr *i$'"r* 'Ptisiiry 16gf?'|.gnpe xilrlnccls Of e {*eiin, eoi-
nins Ctretqc tOCnL XX,W, NXV'r .pcrld''@F r(lffN; G'{ctt fip$eltst
tr '&c l*rtiocd ;!i!cnr rr: a{S - tt$e,,1,{ lp-jg$!q' r&is' d df _ C"'"1
rlt':,is,:,#bcti&*r' ir,pdnn*t,:ia." ,]la,ls5 I pheio dfta cdirioa of'
I ,'ilirlgb lnl$rtEtigt of Se f-gb N{l't ''E ,Pr*|f!d '$f tte Scftiacnar Sdrs

r
r
r
r
r
r

r
r
r
r
r
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1)

:3
u.
25.

Plilliq Bcss of ,Addir Abeb+!

,weviors, jfiCil': llttson-i l'lb'.cctilB "ffi"'.ttrjlbc *drr ltrrrstinto
i rn , j ryF#*!* , ;g1r ."^  , f f i -  ' . '  ?--4. , l ts3 iB

lS09.r. Sbort portiom:*scrre trrudrd fu Lrlil bt F.A. *tlndP d J. be
rras;r Scwrd.otu ,silrarB diiEh $^tg Ft&t!4 lodt bt G. & Srfrno,
do rd, EGrft ,Stiq''cdcd-'dtcct "rreiousit

nArr*.AUl, S.iti ro
rlrsnic t tridc
FA:{:rirry-riro thir Ahdrsr.t. GoidL.lC- .1 .D- )q |:+t fiqrff+lo tL otswln rb fig-

D- - liror lt&gts! - ir di&an *!E dE rlld Eliqil Nt*. IL nxsdtc
^trrm$ Ecdtrdlsi*'rno"nr"ttOdrb flFtG udrtic d lib,,ru cired rhrc
e: DE 6. IrEd ra Rac rD rE -nEp'lt ggt: it dd ril--b rdd r 3r rort Dt3 6. In'Ed |! Lre |D lE .-ncl! oE[Et; fi rlsu ll,l--b rE r 3rr t0
ccrrrc hia ritb * Atcrirar d c d d 6c trra 4 Sra4 f,dt cid dprc rr
e 15. W^ i-8.
rF:Fer$er-il: {*,q. llls EC. Otgtt). lb Crriti rrrabthorrq* cid &G rt E lr
*rr arilicird lr t ccrpits u&c.
Tnc ,Iraerrirt tnfs tg $9 -l!4 W -&tsioa *tocl.,c!Ed.rher!F. rt,'aoe.Iz 5c .b Hi
*rtjqry1r fficc b rtir'{nadaic.,
Glirr!rr*.tet.?t-r&Lt? (Asrn Xobir sdt ftir|. l*t6. E-C. fltfa)L
w,q.r .ir9d $orr rr 1ce 12.
Wost cibd rborc u, re l-
F:L rtrgofd. .Ifui tSffi::ifu,fu6,-iz-,{ra. '"W Xety ar .t**s
.{r||& s.r. 4tf}., :. . ' : j

t- t. bdm, tuF '.bb .&..tu Odd (E|it4 llDL Af X,flf,
"Prduilit*n of €odis...-, ir r€'rr',ro mdir.ro Ctrf ")O(FF.

::. G- & Src&as rrr r hf olFcrr g tb lriilt Mfi*t Tr$rfunn,*adra; bc p$*gl
r ::frghrn ldiro '!tte3lub-. 'b*d oi.:r !'A16g,rcin,.d fuo:ifurb :r*W
tu (Et*gj) d d tu Nqg''' (IitrC, tt9A 't': ?$ry. ?Lc ql€*."torgE sn Mt ,bc
qqlifd.rs l'rrrdrria-; n it.riltftit r e ftere7 tf, , tlc"b"d citfcrr f96qr-
tlut=.t&rea! ffff.octf,dE kitr ltgrrc. (ffii&Sr ra qrrililg.tsrrriri. rt11 ristrrr
ro Ernopira Frid r,ho GrDt a!!b.l rir &.'ca t.d. ie Tlriflr,; e tEnllr i! ir|
uuo,rrs"ocall-v trrarbd iB Llira by o q"-r'caq; rd u IdAo *er urciirdrad
lr:r{Fd:;t9':dtilStiftno. Gcili :codrrdcd {bri rfc ffiF ci3il,of_. &e ffi *er rrrall
rctrcctcd b ra* if i6;psll;s. Wi, lf,.futo lVqprr, rqt iiftd,rbolre*rt sE lt tt )$lL a ?-

Secd flrl|rl GE tL Fab lt$rr rr* gobiidrcd iE IEib E L & Cso.
Cot*e dk l4ri *i n 'F'ctu lE{llg't- (Livcr. IglZ): ty P. MED dr L@!rre,

:!FET
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Ferros Abda Sayd had considerablc difficulty in rendednt his translation. This
rras parrly due to thc ncccssity of dealing with notions, ju_ridical institutions and
rerminologt which rlcre unfamiliar in Ethiopia. ln additiorl Guidi notes, thc Arabic
wrsion the translator had appears to harc lacled vorcls and sorne diacritical marks
for consonanls, .making undersranding hard.r Whaterar thc cxplanation, therc is a
grcar deal of disparity bctween thc original Arabic tcrt and thc Ge'ea On occasioa.
passagcs arc unintclligiblc or absurd. Frequenrly onc finds inaccuracies of rcndition,
disronion of mcaning and unncccssa4r inscnioos or repetidons. The rcadcr will notc
that this translation somctimes lcvcrts to thc Arabic, to thc glosses" or to ad ser,fitm
rcnditions in ordcr to producc an intclligible Englisb Gn.

Guidi ofrcrs vhat sccns to be the bcst cf,pLssdon of bow this boot, odgim[y
cntillcd 'Collcction of CJnoDs", ctme to be callcd the -Fctba Nagtst". Hc tays
rhat that part of the nomocaooa of lbn d-'Assat &aling with rcligior$ mattcn sas
also to bc found in thc Wos, a book of sacrcd crnoas lnom ro Ethid$a
beforc tbc coming of lbn al-'Arsal'g book-t Oaly tbat Fn of tbe nonocanoa
whieh dealt with scsular mancrs, as found in tbe '€anons (or Ie*:1 of the Kin!F,"
was nes ro Erhiopia. Thc tirlc 'Fetha Nagast" w8s takcn fron this psst; it is I
litcral translgtioo of *Lsrs of thc KinSF-.

That the Fctha Nagast was Dancd for its .ceilar rooti hoset=r, sbould not
hide thc prctige and forcc it obaiaed from its rc$iors sonrces. lAe numerou
rcferenccs rc rhc Holy Seriptutrs, tbc church courcil* 8Dd tbc *ritings of tbc Farha:
of thc Chq{c$ pcrmeate tbe wor} sirb a sprritual ambicocc. Althor4b tbe Fetha
Nagast did 'hot rcf,cct fully tbe life and customs ewo of thc Cbristian Ethiopians,
Ethiopian tcbolars and judges bcld it in high Gstccar rs ro eranph of hos Ctris-
tians ought to ordcr thcir relatioosbipg jrst bocause of tbis rdigious.beckground.
ls prestigc was furtber cohan€d by rhe bdief commoD anont Etbiopians tbat the
3t8 Fatbcrs of tbc Council of Nicaca wcre its autbcr.

Throughout its bistory in E&iopia" thc Fcths Nagast bss bcsn intinarcly con-
nected with rhe Ethiopian Orrbodor Cbutcb" which srill obccnes naoy of its provi-
sions, such as t6oec dcaliog with titurgr aad fasing Ir was iB tb DolasGrics snd
scbools annercd to imponanr churcbcs that the Fetba NsFst ras coarcrrrcd and
available for consultation: it qas by tbe pcoplc of thc chunch, lcsrncd in ccslesias-
tical ccienccq tbat the Faha Nagas *zs teuglrt Great ioporancc bas bccn sttached
to the sudy of thc Faha Nagast crcr sinci is introducrion into Ethiopia, cnd
the names of its rrost distinguished scholars arc still *rll re.ocnbcrcd.! This study

a .

dTcsri di dirino rotidri c- modctli riguudenti di Friogi'. Ul@ @tu oric&,
FontLYol. v (Rorlr, l93D: rrd by R..ncd Ce*vrrt Fclr. Nctat" il libe U RaC&
dcllc Wi AbUedar. olr. ptc e dlaitrari al dmtto trelioe (Miluo, l9l{0. ErcD of.ttrc
rcls ras brsod o Guidi'r tndlrtio.rA sunnlry Gcrora tnarlrtioo of tbc Fcltbr NUra
b G.lC Rcio. ,6crfiia: hc Lab*u.& ,u* nl;bcn srd Slrdicn h ht t&a ,9a7-t9tt
(Ecrlin. l9tt; VoL l. 99. 137&. ir b.scd on &'Srcfeao'l s.
Ouidl t, Fctb N95lrr' rost ciad rboE rt * la p. )OL ?hc ddHcir of b Ea ld
rhc surlrtor iab irldibh Ebrrrdclrrrrdb;r rod crrprr Fq iac, hc rrl& u .cevrtr:f
tbc Anbic rrod tor rorrs-: rs -lif, thc nr6d for -rrrtPtlre-; rt -to try-. &
trFElsioo for .rcirsioo of r coogret of reb": rod D fo[fb- Hc oftro rqonr ro r coafu-
dnf rrpdiat: rhco hc cooa rcross Anbb rordg bNilt tro fcitrb rqi.F (rcordiaf
to rhcir rqliretio ud rbc dirrniJ nrrb d thcb canoarag, a beillc tbcy btw tbe
rmc orrhogryhy). if hc b wrrb nhich ir thc dfirrr rtdilS or tlr cora a- b
truslilc! tbc nrsfr or the rod ttb - &r lcrdhS ir b oa rry, rnd GL b tbc
rlrcrartirc Errr. Tbc 6oicc b ldt ro thc rGd.r! Ouidi, lb&rrr.
Ct Guidi Srorfc, ?ost circd rbort tt loc l, pg. !?-3&
Ttc Pbto Otat Bliti.n. rrott citsd rbovc et aote t2, p. t, c. l. lict rsrq otrcrr It
rrrtrEr l(rc*srghc 6rrt disiplc d Ear6 Abdr.S.td), Lj{F Krbt Stddr Yo, Afrbrc
$'rt Xrytlc, Azj t Ep\ rod Mulr5ar Kidrs ltrrno-
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Thc first,primal'-,cdftiql: of,;ih:'W Nnf$;'lfs[ .'tfu :fui:rbrn; it *es
puitisbd by lgnazio Guid,in lS97,a Jsst befsc l931en dhi@ of .rb Fetba l.A$asr
ia tta didactb forzr ss,.prisrd rildcr tbe errtpba, d lifis ltapcr*d Msi?!*y H.ib
Scfrassie "1. Lafor*matcly, ,this c&ion was 'ssrcr ofud ro the psbsc'&r sah;
in ttc"clLrrdt cjf ;l*i:t19.35'i:!*rilli|lr sjpq-prinad & nfi :yct'r.'bolmd-*cre
bnmcd, t_ggpQqr .afttr,.tft ,!!it&''-fnt$C.a"Sorc'ftrgmcus.cf tbk'"cditioil, co,at i-
aing Chiffis XXII'I, .XXIY; N.XV 'dl'pl;t''of {Sgp,.*l(YI, 11c::1ry1 rt'r!:icnr
ia,the :Irlstioosl USIy st ,*dilis Atri!n:,:-i!a,:'L$f,t[ ,.ttotb ctrtiotr'of, {tc f*'a
rc:a,in ttc',b ,fora',a4s',.1ni:ntcd in.*3ilirrFer,'la':l'66 * phsE6 €ffict',cdition of'
c di(b€iic nrnmcr*fft of thi ftfu ltast t:*f?:?rrFr , ry-'Sc ,3cltreSchsr

ry$ 'iqss of., *{i!ii*1 ff,,
Ttrc ocly +rcriorll iffiir .of'6c colls rcrr,d"4[p..p.trtr"'ttagasrinto

a'o&n; ftireiXn.lasrgq?Ae.k tst of .;E4ii',lib,'.;tFrad 
"'.:fi 

''&to ltr$a is
l$:u Short *x$oas "*trc tntdercd itto l:rio bt'F*L A*uold! rgd J. 3.ch,
nam;x Seterat otbcr",ass'{&icb iarc bm plilldb4 Eotrffy ty G; dc Stcfrno,
do aot 'ffiit- bcirt ,cafu "drcct trrndrtioarz?
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.r Flc A bttd iB,Roaa i!.tbc -t@ ccutcry; it' rpg4-:;-tod'aii*[}:*;Dil ro
cqura hin wiih tk *tratun Gf &c d d thc boot- q &r4 ,r,c* ff,$o* r1
tsc 15. W- 74.
tri,trllt{*: (Rom, lstt EC. (l!S6 I ?le Gtddi rrrrfiinn. rrort citd rbo* rr lrrE I,
*er publibcd rs r'cocrybc vdc.
Tbc &nprril Prdr€r te ltr filaro: Q,Atd €e4\ s1fi cficd .bqvq rr Folc 12- Se.&o Hir
trtdqryt'Prefesc..lo,'rhb @,
s;l*rtzFl.rprF?t*A34{?J (Aro|'r, Kotobc Scb.h PE$. t956' EC. (t96O ).
lV€t .citcd'rbors ti'doac. fZ
w6*'dLd it;i rc d;A r-
f-A- Aqla&d, Lbr; Act@i fsb ttqcr' in; .tua :ery\ eN .&XV Da Ws
{H.fir S.r. tt4l).
J. Srctouo, f^q* ilA ZW Js Mlt {3crfili lStgl Cbrp DCt/-'rgv6$lftis! of CmDip....-. q tddd,'lr ra 1gqdir *, GrD'!! Xt(fr.
G- & $cfrao 4s r lcjrl oGca :r dr lrr iro ir$bry Tr&rrqri b Asr: bc gr$iirbcr!
. dGcgivE lrriiu -urashrio-. b.d oo rrr AnrD.rB
wt (tuaj d il tuk lgggegr {Frto*, ISII}. pp. E.tS. Tb lotL bosrnEa cro bsrily bc
+nlifcd.g r "s:sd*io-: ir L riagty r -t!Er &e w:r of, th Hcc rsl chrrgr firtrr
lttEc_ lhroutt 6fu.oc tf, rlrc hr Nefrrr- Gsidi t!tl. ut grorirs lfuo;5i4 rt-i thfrc qit
ra Erhiopiru prilt viro ordiy rraard tb Ge'cz rcrr iuo T]gitnr: rtc T{fti3or b b

.tr.ttterl bry'& strfuro. @i c@cigd.d thrt tbc trrzlge 6i8in of rbc:t&nshtbl w .rtlt
rcflccrcd in roc of ic prssres- G&L II Fctln NaF!g'r. rrsn sfd rborc rt lstc t,9. )<\A. a-\?_

S+=tcC rsrt:s &crr tbc Fatn !tl|r* ra= gcb&drcd b &rSrE * f Oe Csrrq
Co@b elk LqSf *i Rc -ft{ra.inrrE - Gjr,qrc. t9l2]: bt p. MrttFo dr Ls"
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tworll of rhc Saintlyl Doctors [and thc Fathcrs of thc Cbutchlf lts inponance is
ruch, ho*cvtr, that ii tra5 always bcen considered as a spccial freld of_study, as a
subjcct which reguired spccialization. As thc lmpcrial hefacc to thc Photo Otl*t
Ertition sletes: ttlu'5.1 r (rF:l*rtttr*lt 'ft r lqlF'. r aL.o{t... At ' ?tq/l'
1e4ltt2lQQ, t g,ltttHFo I ioc r 9o? t rta+tht}|t I ?i+ | a?t t lolrno;|-r _locr-l]r-osc stro urcrc rcrscd in tbc study of the Fahe Nagest rrtrE .. . rsardcd thc
nnk of Lhqc, which sord meant one who ercellcd otlrTs in harning, otlc ttt'led
in the studies of lt*'.rt

Onc may form an idca of the ray thc Rtha - Negest ras taugltt from thc
didaaic man-uscripA ryhiclr wcre hsndcd from^8:ncration to gsrcration- Tbe aTucr
.profeseor-, *ouid takc the Crc'cz tcxt end rcad it outr tcotc-nce by- sentencc,
ciplainiog its mcaning in Amharic as hc predcd. .This erplanation raight c_onsist
io'ncte-rnaslarion;i it Cr.cz t tr inro'Arnharic, if the Fss8Sc ttrsdcer-Sorr'-
rillcs, hc would paraphrasc r passtc c insert e word o( lso to derify thc tc*t.
But *.hcre a scniend *as coinplicated or its tDe8ning *rs cguivocrl or unintel'
ligible, rs happ6 vety often, thc professor sould rcson to thc fearous t.1a1f I
ry;Gni, intcrp-riting thc cguivocrl or obecrm p8sslry o-r $ntctrcs in- two- rhrcc, or
area norc Cifcrent ery3. These intcrprctations mfulrr be nade_ by ioscrting :orar
by dropping words, W cbanging e rcntence frorn the ncgativ= fonu to thc rfirne'
tiw oi vici-rata" bychanglog-rhe syngruof $rc scatcrce, end so oo. Sometincs
tbc professor sould 

-nate 
I e+* a bdef cotnnrot; rmirpcs- hc would PG r

tfpoOeticat ese or refcr to e prcccding judicid cesc nrcb s t?3ttlgrFtr.'Zoi'l
-ii'te the co.e of, Zx& Gchu's wifc-; rbrnctincs hc rcdd Drt9 ur of | *l'nt
E story whicb s,o'uld illustrarc 8 coDcGPt ot blpothcsis

In interprcting end cornmenting ̂oo tlc Fahe Negrsr' rdcococcs 1q1e -d-ways
mede to the irarncwork of Ethiopirn tife and ctrstorns. Fc innenaa, onc nigbt dctnc e
prodigal or rpcrrdthrift 8 q''ita.'|fiaa'ar!i,Frlll-!|llrfr!!6{.r tn3 who_ sasrcs his
in"*V by giving it to minsuels, to wandcrer:' eod in &intiaS houtca". Wbcn dealing
with an oblrt to bc bcqucarneO to a rnalc child, tbc intctprcter might cteila r
vivid picture by saying ?rrct' ag+rglfrl-Art|frt''| tstrcttrF}?rrklllr^l"a'ra|? .lst*{laF
ag+,{mJn7r, oone ilo Ucqueaths spccifcally, saying:'I 3lvc 1o A thc scord with-which
I- ar; rrysaf, tbe shield i put oo my ern, tbc spcar I bold in ury bend, ud
the horse 

-l 
ridc'". Tbe Fetha- Nagast statcs tbet e depoeit Eust be lcft sitb r Pc$oo

capable of disposing of end rccciving ir The Ethiopiea conm€ntetors uadctltood
this ro mcan 

-that 
it nust be gven to onc vho could girc it the cetc cquired

by irs nature; thus. bcasts such as cowsr orenr etc., ws?e to ,be entnrstcd to a mar
*a shcpherd", rDd not lo I ?o?rAfr "t'hc son of a totasman".E Ofterr, the
commentitos drcw on erisring Ethiopiin proverbs to explain thc rext. For eramplc,
rhe acquisitioa'jme bclli 

'ts paraphrascd rs Olz0rftfli.rtr6f rA?l,O]r {to rcquire
rcmcthi'gl with rhc ncck of rhc horsc and with tbe language of rhe spcar"; tbe
rccsiwr of stoten goods ic ta4';[]tf Trr[' "rhe rbeltcr of 'the rhief and thc shield
of the robber-; to bring e lawsuit ir nf rlifif r.trf rAt?+r-hz.hcr "to litigatc
lrfiite] holding r stict upright tr laftcrl sppoinring r judp". The strcoglh of tbe

to thc branch of lcarning known as +qftrtL,jtrtl|| r''.study of the

wort citcd rbott d rcrc 12. lmpcrid Hrcc.
Iafm, e. t?l rt a. 21. lttt? r licrrlly dcaotcr I uibe of 6c lrle Trn Elioo. but h.t
ooc to uao -rbcphcaf or toorrd" b conmon Drthg- ?rB?rAlF. tod of r tomrorn-,
b oftca ulcd b thc coanonioo 'civilircd", in oppcitioo to the srrpgcod chelrrcdlb of
norneds or rhcphcrds. Scc E Ullcadorll. An Atttlsk Cbzsqahy (Lond@, Odotd Uniwnity
Pr€t, 1965). pp. 121 ud t3{.
tFl r t thin $k*. orce l dirtiocrinc rnert of en Ethiopbn hury=r. sho aould hold oc
upricht bcforc him durinS eay lirijedon.
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in0uence of the Ethiopian way of life on thc Falra Nagast was suct that in om
instancc, an entirc chaper was rclegislatcd to fit it. CTrapter ,O(IX, llandatc,
was uniformly understood to rcfer to stewardship in rhe house of the Emperor or
somc member of the nobility.

Traditionally, thc Fetha Nagasr has bccn closcly ticd to the kings-wbosc lay
it is-as well as to tbe church. The rccords of is judicial usc, until rwntly, arc
largely from proccedings bcfore the Empcrors in thc lmpcrial Ctilot (altbough this
may rcsulq, as wcll, from thc scaroeness of rccords from otlrcr tban Imperial sourccs).
A vivid description of thc proccedings as they werc iq rhc first part of this ccntury
appca$ in the' abar.rc. a collection of leFl and administrativE documents with
aommcntaqf rclaring to the rcigns of the Empcron Mcnclik Il and Haile Sclassie I:
"... A little behind thc seat occupicd bV tle Afa.Ncgus (tbe King's spolcsman)
sit thc rcadcr of rbe Fetha Nagast urd [othcr] hamd ncn witb rhcir lcctrrns
bcforc thsn... Wbercupoa tbc pcoplc naod up 

-.sd 
tbe Fetba Nagrt is brougDt-

Thc learacd t-&sons, aficr tbcy giw duc considcratiol to thc Erttcr and aficr thcy
rcad and inrcrprct the aniclc which deals wirh &e case, sry: 'He dcscry"s de8tb,'
ot 'He docs not'; 'Hc descrvcs puaisbncnf, or .He doc not'; according to tbe
casc. But if tbe Empqor is not conviad by thc intcrpretatioa of tbe article of
rbc Faha Nagast or if he is of tbc opinioo tbrt it b 

-e 
coatrorccsid aniclc "he

Postponcs the matter until tbe follodng &y; but .if thc inrcrpraation is found
satisfactorlr, tbe pany ia ryhose favor the v€rdic! ir issocd uucss r sbout ofjoy...-.L

As has Ahady bcen aotcd, introdustion of thc Faba Narast did not ovedhrow
thc cusronary IeSaI syscms of Ethiopia It ses wi&ty lo-ora only ia Christian
Ethiopiq and qras never applicd in toto cvcn rbcrc. But it sbould nof bc supposcd,
as foreign scholan somctimes do, t'bat tbe Fetba Nagrst bad ao inporteat 

-bcacng

on the legal lifc of thc counrrl. Attbougb docusrcnt whicb prow 
-its 

oEcial pB;
mulgation F l"* 8te not availablc, thc fect that it ses coasidcrcd urd ryplied as
law is cvidcnccd by rrany rccords.

The 6rst recoro of its application is a dogurucor which ge bacl to tbe rcigrr
of Sarsa Dengel (1563-1597). It starcs: ,q.1+ | qit,i r tt1:21otr. r 3atrgSa r
an{l r Jr}fer> . obr t eq,4,.' +!a, r of r bcl|.tF} I llGjfu| r r.rP+ .'Thi grear men of- &c rindog aad tbc cbief of tbe-eioete 

-ioilcLooca-- 
thcm

(the rebcis) ia accordaacc with wbat tbe Sag6 of thc Cburijh iccrcca in thg Fctbs
Nagail".ls
' In the chronicles of Emperor Susenios (160?-i632), it is rcportcd rbat Tckle

Giorgis, a provincial chicf, was condemaed to dcatb by tbc ireat oco of tbe
kigsdgm and tbc [tp1+ r Gt r hc]+ft r M r ?h?i r -F.i4 r 3]; t ]ar,.]t
"tbe learncd nco of tbc cburcb sbo rqr vcrs.d io tbe Fethe Nagrsi;r

A documeur from- &t rrigo of lyasu n OZ|0-t?55) dcor. witb tbe case of
Surahe Kttstos, the cbief of Wolqaii. Surabc Krtstoo icUcUca agrinrt tbc Uag

ld. Mdrrme scllrsic wold,c Mrq|rt. t'h4r)?c' Et*m Nqa) (Addi Abba Hcrlerr
Prrls, l9t2 EC), Dp. loi, toz.
C.onri Rqlini. rort cirrd_rbovc- rt Dorc 13, W. Il r foootc, C.ooti nciai crprs tb
F|{ qlt -Fah. Nrgr-, -ra rbis smErrr s'Dst rb. ornooiry lr of tlc tili .rnr1
Ia hir haodrrtioa to thc l"ri'n trrglrrio of rbc Fsrb l|r8riq-bo'rcvtr, Guiai lnd@i
I hnrr frwr E fttdrf brcrpretbg rhb rcfcrw j9 153 F;d-!i{trr- rl'OAaiUV tctf
to ^ilr c{b/ Gc'cz raditioo of rhb boot- Guidl n Fcrb iiaas. .roJICrcC rbove rt 

-oor. 
f

9. Xt 4. Srn4 ciEd wort tbow .r Dotc tj. ;. 4
r- Faeirl cbsdcn & slracaros, Rcy dc E tiio?ic (Liba, tnrr- !{rcioad, tED), p. 29t(Crc'e Ert).
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Cr'" eahr':pli"n (-mcr-,oo" ; Cauc'htdo Cr'irr'cn i-c'irh t"-'6 i'-iRCr-T't

wnrw.e th ioP ianor thod

cing in its entirety:
atr;,4 I A? t @pCtt I ttlt . A bol of- law a4d rules nritten by

n+";1.1p s tt1.fA., r $+er I 9octgrs in ,law and -judges in ttrit
M,@.r+ ' aa , 6't t,_tii l ffi#-fjr.frll$",,TT S#draP+ ' hrt",t | ,7F+ r h.T 

"oo- 
eras'6"i'ng nrcrr-uer ofi the bnl*

ff t llt.* r E?Frt t C+7 t lgtt dor feirhl uiy God #"r,r,." his
ft r Ol;t1"a- t *Ftf* | g,oc5., &ingdon, rrrdr. over his arrny and
+L , 77g+ t l"ttl{l hC I gC cntstt hic ffinhs. Arncn.
+d t oe|lpt] t og,0+A t teb :fE juOe !ryre lFqe Tckh Hayma*
?f r @f'7lCC t t4h+ t h47 o noa licge Nochio, Iigge Kokabe Lcdr,

hlb r ^*T+ r tL* t *h11lgn licqc bayyr's, qeqe Ba1c, Azrj Tewodo,
ft-; orL* i ie l}rr.+','ilifr i sio* ezaj Bshsly end Azaj Fasilo.
At I @rL+ | LiFtO I O{l.f r, Tbc crsc oono3rns tbe guestion who
JltL t ohf:k r tpFfilb6 r @h P8y - rec! ssnctttlry to trve himsdf
i#-, qfidp*, .*t_,.ir*: ,F".ff ,f" H,*;Til '3.|*trnh?+ r ttFglt t *fI},cE r As ' '-o 

fotritJton 6a rh- ,orru 
-I'ou*;

a7 | ado,rn+ t o(lohQlt r rlh his vsncnrbh sec b said to * 
"ia 

i"
tf.l r *hA[gnt+ | q1lt r ogfr catlcd thc city of icfug3, i t r* fo,
AG+ t oeyp'f! I lralcr t aorlllgt dg:o. of good dec& rs sGll as for
4ig, , aanpa-r t+a-g t tFtlt evil docrs'
^@7 t g7l2t1f, s ATqA t 7u,q;g r Tbe rcason for this c.sc is tbat
@hhg , , 

a- 
Surahc Krestot, chicf of Wolqaiq took

orr',zr.F i nz+, r7c, ̂a, iT"ff f S *ffil"it# trg
lt{rilo, t (s&dr r hcfiflt t pl7 Tekh Hayuraaor Thc King qucstioned
oo : 63139F7. ,'t0 r lttt? r Ollfr the judgcs lnancd aborcl, i"fong .o
Attt r *hhlg'?f* I *lrhJFo.r !|!m,_:-?tlit_9" tbe passages lrour
7Tl'r' I Atrgo.?+ t fi;)4.T* , tr lloly S.tiPtltc3. conccrning wlro
ooe(Ltro r hrr," , rL+ . or trt*trLtrl"fhHf"P'il#
rhd. r }.@t r ol,h$;l r ll|.4t t
nt?+ | nf,Aili t otlq,tAp , .rnlir",o?f"i"nffi &p;?[+"'hrf 'lll r aofoc r o*lfr , io, lil;G t,i* oi'J,rg.,-*-trr",

9.(L t ao'll r nh4+ r t|tA?. r y9u pay haw placcs ;h#-;ry rr"r,
nEoE t fil.* t rSArD r Aho r who has tilhd aaothcr withour iitting
hUTC r Ffiht, r ha r &tlfh!D. r it may ake refuge. Tbcse cities will
'lfl r 90tL r tl.11. r tftb r lt+ 

be for you^a Ptsa?-of-re-fuge from the

*A , rs.l ' nLfxrc , ',styr if,lfl",fJ,Jio t#JP"r*,ill1l;i
lloo' t ohf? r hurc r flthf r of Deurcronomy, Moecs .lso says:

I|C,|T.E oI IJrs rqE-- tlr \rollgar. .lll3 ClSg was
hendbd by.r group of doqors in law (q'rrar's:lLl. Thc document is the only
court rccotd Lnown to liayc eristcd bcfore Meaclil'r rcign. ead is *"nfr *p.oOu-

Thc EcEc' rho bvrriebly rrs thc rbbot of r|rc nrcnr$crf of Dtbre-Lihnor, rrs thc hithcsrnalin8 Fttlryien lsnbcr of oc crecy rr rhc--tirr *txir rx nraadiia1-i,rr-.n--g,ffi
rppoinrcd by tbc Prrirrchrrc of Alc$rdrie. (Scc nfra, p. to. Hi t se"osutity G;
ovccnc dl oab b 6c Etnpirs.
Nual 33. I l.
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h f h 0 r f ; f r @ h 0 l l t 9 l L t 0 4
.lf t 0!!'E ' flb+ r u,rlft r lru
.tt t ttaA.t , Ah r n*rhA I
ff;C t ho ' gltl I Uf t ffih$ r

nf.rts t **i. o otfl& | .h? t

O+.tfL I h/'hd I fihf ' &h$ot
,ll@ r flLfhff, | ++rl' I ||hAh I
'iiA^a t Lht I fi4rll} r l&c t
@41,o0 | n*|z r rhllA t fltA t

hAr! t f,l,T{l r 00 t o@.(ri t

hfilrg|} t ?.tll 1 l?lf t 9T ilf t

fig t @oif-* r at] t ].P0& t oo
CA r 40A r tVNb r oft{r t o.h*l
p0tL t o?dt? t

drtn r pfltb, E|JaE t 11.1)@
?rF r n$+A I y7P+ t O! t h? "

l f ,  r  OSA, ' rhCAt At \ t rh l t i l?
ftl r 0.llh r tfLht r rtf,hJilr' t

f;Ah I \f*&e I Ir4 r hl r tt
lp-} r mi.g6 | tlh?nfi t L:l& t

AIa r *tlir0l t onZ? t fltf
n f ' f i @ t t s i ? . @ A l o ' t d f h .
o{l} r rtJrUF r rti+++A r o&}t t
f'7r4P t gtag3t I Clhal r Pltr
oft{lh. r ${1ro' r {l}}lFtg* r

ohd0 | 9fL{! , A34 t h?lft
n&'$b r [r$l | {lhaD r h};} r ?.ll
rn'f r t0 r {lf,lL t hA}r t tfLE&
i l . t '+ td t+  r  o iuF '  7 lT+ t
A h a r + " A t t I n n ' G * t h ? l L
h{l.hc I gFt?r @h00 r FGJbr
nrt?+ r h?+r ' 0!ol I h$A I
@WUgr. I [+"irtt r 0G* t hC
n t f ? r n @ . L h + r C l l l r o r i l !
@fh r lrFl? t llt9A t f,1{l
t? t gg{f,l| t PiC+ | @.gn.F
E? t or9}AC I {t'}AF r OltJR'i} r

s?,',rZ r ?{lA I lf++A t OL
n€c I l'?tr r hAo* r f,AI r
otr++A | 14+ t JIT?+ t f'f.\ft
+"elf,f I o.fr, )

n I?+r I I r .P IA]P I  f | la .
Y? r oilf'!,NP t tlc+ I PO t

9. De& lt, a 4, 5.

'Thrte dtics will bc rct rsi& for you
in rhe midn of th hn4 to tbet
thffc mty bc a rcfug: for arcry aran
who tills anotbcr; end tbb is rhe law
rcgarding bim: wlro lrc talcs refugc
ha sball bc sarc4 providcd that hc
filhd tbc othei witbout willing it and
that bc *ts not his encoY from an
carlicr tine. tf oD€ sran rsnt to the
countmidc with enothcr to gut wood,
8Dd if wbih bc tas cutting down a
trGe the lrc slippcd out of his band or
th imn ttcrril- lcs ofr its handlc,
striliog his- c@P8"io rod- Liflintlira'
tc nal ntc reiufP rnd bc ttttd".t

Tbc 3lt Sq3rs rbo nY in sccond
rcction of thc- tcoth cbaPcr of rhc
Fctbr N88!st If e Person killr aootbcr
fot rfiom bc bad no conitY rsd ttrts
kitling brppcocd .ccidcotdly' 3d if
thc lincr- 

-tatcs 
lcfuF, cboodDt to

bccoc I roont, bc ahdl be acccPcA.
U rhc Lirm of thc victb conernd
wrrt to tst3 biE r*rn tbc $bot of
rhc noorstcry .nd dl bb ncn $rll
do tbcir bclc to sre hiu-

Tbcy rtso ray b tbc fonrrb scttioa
of dc forty-icvcntb cb4tcr: If - I
srolc falb rPoa uotbcr DrD bY
misatc 8od tiils bilt tbc rrrilct nry
bc sav=d if bc takes tcfu3 b tbc borc
of God. Morpowr thcY srY in tbc
r*=lfth scctioo of tb troG cb|slf:
One wlro by his PorEr rsd ith
violene tatcs e FroD tcclias rdtUP
io e churcb ont 

-of 
rbat cburcS rbrll

be bca&n aod his bait sbsll bc ahlwd-
He sha[ bc seot into erilc lod tstoab
rhcrc foravcr.

lre rhcrcfore saY: Vbcvcr L,ills
enotbcr rccidentally, witbou rilling it
rnd witbout aoy hrrrod, ir dlorted o
trtc rcfugr rod b nvcd.

Cooccraiog tbe ooc sho ElY Dot
r*c rcfugs, rad rbo mrrn bc Put to
dcath, Mocca 3rF b Ct trGr ThirtY'
6ve of thc Book of Nuubcrr: 'lf r
persoo tillr rootbcr rith l! iron
inslrumant or ritb 8 ttmc' lld if bc

EIIII
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e.fy.. nh/+ t fl{+Jrfr r Oe
@E t fhhq I ltltl t 0??f t
llnljt' @llh{l? r ++,t' 1 6\olt
fAlt9f, A N a F'?,7 eht?tr tttp?t t
ot**te t rrng|' r ohd0 | FOr
nt'rf. t lt!@I t'f[l-$, t @ntr
@O | {ll1l | 1|Ft'At t AhJrhn t
o i ? . | i r o f , f i l t ' ' g t p h r Q f
{LrF t @++Jl' r @nhf r FAAtr r
u r q + t u r c r o . t l p l f L ? r h t
t n r ' q r l ? @ , , ? t  h t l g F t ' | 9
++JF t oog?h r [J}';t1[ r

n$+.tr. nPFz I pllfb l A,
@,'l t h?+f ! [++rl r hAh I ll.t
s o r p f t t A t v r r + v t @ t f l t
o l t + t n t @ , + ? t i l t r ' g l / ' '
llP r trtuf t offi|^f t

p!fi;r| r ?4A r .ltfab r {l}.ll I
rt++A r '$O t A39& | !r+ r
gg''|P t o\:9*o.htr t

@ho t LbAA? r 'fitfrffi r
A0TIZ , 9$ | dDt6lJ. , '7P+ r
E'rn?, t @oer r f r {lltt r @Arl, r
'f.nJr+ I ;|h!D | 4l].tl r oJtJR, r

{l} r hQhr tatrt r t?+ r @r\l|
fi,l r ffidl I @Ag r ltp I I'| r
l n a ' )  r o i l * r h { U t h r @ }
Ti t hC r orlpu" ,ne t fi
h& r @L?E r 'Lih{l r oto?f I
A9lrt t O7C I @+GAr | ,r.ht t
{lhr!+ r ALFh.ll | .ht+ r ir}F r
A h l L A r ' l C A g t n h + o r t r n a
l'A I olfil | a,t+ r et{l r
d f , i t a i l } . | r r o o t l f l ? t A L F
h{l r @n{An t 'f,ia|J r llpt t
f , , { t r t L c u t , \ F ? t n r o [ { t | r [ ]
Cl* t ?p"b r @r\lttt t ?Tp I
alaHt I fi{?tn r oAl r l'4.{r r
ha r &?t11, I }1[1r t tlarllrr tfL@
t 4P t odr.tP+ . @t1o t actt

4. Nuur. S 16 f,.
al. Dc$L lt, tl A
aZ. ll tCE ,0, t5.

brtce the victin rld licr in seit for
hin, bc shdl b 1nt to dc*h; tbc
finrneo of rhc victisr sbrtl lill hirl".o
Mccs dro slyt in tbc ninet*nth
drapter of the Boot of Deutcronony:

'If tbcrc ir a srrn wbo batcs his
ncffrbor, lics in sait for him, rnd
thcn dccs end Lills hin, .!d bc tales
ttfuSB the chids of tbc city tbsll
-od for hin; tbsy Ehdl tale him
flon tbc plece of refutc rnd ddiwr
hin le thc ercagcrr of th bloo4 rAo
rhrn r&ill hin" And yous cyes shall nol
rbow eoy tsty-..|

Tbc 3lt Seges &o rly in rhc forty-
rcvratb e.hrptcr of thc Fcthr Nqrst:
Wborcwr lills r rnrn uajrstly rbell
bc Lilbd iD turn; thc ooc vho is
rddi*d. to Hlliry rnd Eb rcfi4e

rlhrll bG torD rsry fron tbc plre of
rdqr end tithd.

ADd rc ry tbet rly Er! rfio
lrilh raChcr .intcatioarlly dsrrs
dc.th" rld $rll Dot bG jiwo rcfirgg.

[To rbowt tbrt I rebd Ery Dot
eL rdugg it b Fid ia rtc Sccond
Eook of Kiagr: -Thcre *rc e d!f,ul
orn rrtoce DrE rrt Shcba, tbc ron
of Bichri; ba blcr his tnropa rnd
nid: 'We hrrc ao pert h Elevid aor
inhcrirencc with tb .oD of Ini.
RcturE to your hourcq O Isncl!'
Afu 6is he ltat rnd rcqgbt I city
of ttfugs. Joab pumred hin 1s! lgi!
ricar to thc dty. Atd r woman said
to Jorb: 'Iaquirc i! Abh rnd rcc
who brs uoublcd brlcf. Thca tbe
Foplc cut ,ofr Sbch's hcd rad
gare 'it to Jolb'.€ Aad tb Third
Boof of Kiagt nyr: 'Adoaig faned
[SolooooJ rad toot bold of tbc bqas
of rbc altar.Tbco King Soloooa ordffed
Bcoir* thc soa of Joida, 1s lill hirn,
bccruse Adooir brd dc$cd r Lio3:
doo lbicb ?rs nd ittt !o hirn.
ADd tbca Jogb farcd [Solomon[
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L F h 4 t @ h ' l t f r h l g t + t ? P
?0 r lrfia t *{11 | fOA I IrF?
tn r a@h*t r **Jr I tiuf t

os+'h t t7P*2 t FGA- r fl20
1 r h?l?f r $4t(1fr t h$A I @Ah
oO I nth+"& r nh?f t hAP
,ft+ t a?ap+ r l$!a@,|. t
CC | @Qtrtr'+ t lha t fItZ t

dreirl | ?'flA | oht t (trl'rr
@CLt r |,oo1fiq|. ' *a{t I
rttb I {llJL I no'|c r @oi@ I +I
qn t UTP t lf,|os\g1 r alf'
.R1? r hf+ ' hn@ | QtL r lllP r
It|*1,f1ul. I @lLrh?f r @ltflh
p@ | An I t|UP+f I *ojFiil ,
9(L t od'Ahh+ r llo{lh t Ctt I
,lttrb ' 'l*fi t ot>77 r fh.ll r
hlto t lf,tll,lf , atfi7 t ll[?
OA r lrf'10 I l"tlh{l'hf I tlitr
0? r +tF?(i I h''tts?, r tltrltt I
t\"lth,llrhc t trnf r oh00 r FO r
A",lllb | .ft.a r ttl,ir+ r f,fia r
hhrAh?*r 1thtFt?PFr aaQjlyf. r

@fi^ l+n TLFIAP r  f tp
@+ r 1',06rl- r @lfJb , {lh[ r [-p Tbecforc r rebcl docs not dcscrre
}1Ogo- : thrtn t 7TP r h|1a r to liw; Do nra $n! 9.fy O-q ordar

QfL t no?1A I Ull r ;;t{C t ,lt qf tbe- Lio&.-for God^bas said-b His
-rc r orh?rlA{Lrrc r ar"rA{t gg,l ffi 3l ffo ;5i.,.3
,lLC t A?62 I FG t Al?llh{l ADd rhc Apodh also said: *Fcar God;
AC I SCUP t ',la2Tpt r Ah{lCP r hooq rhe liag".o

From tbe abovc it appcan that the judgcs cosidered Surabe Krestos' rcbellion
as an act of high trcason aod a crirne againsr tbe State, as coatcoplarcd by Chaptcr
XLIV of rbc Fcrha Nagast. Conscquently, thcy nrled tbat be w.rs uowonhy of
having refugc and beiog spared from dcarh.

C. Conti Rossini undentood this judgrnent as ooe not essentidly bascd on tbe
Fctba Nagast. Hc constnres the judges' usc of the Fetha Nagnst as a ciratiou, not
of a ruling las whish must b absolutcly applied, but of e rcfetence sorl to bc

a3. IU l(t!. t, t0, 14 25: 2. 2t fi.
4. nr lOa, 15.
a5. Lon" f:, l-Z
6. Roa. 13, 6, 4.
O. ML 22, 21.
tlt. I F:l a l?. Tbc d€lrct b fouod in l. Guidl 'Cootribrrti dL *ori. lcilcrrrb di Abbb

dEiL trD Rc*ooto rul dbino frrilo", Ra&orlti d.IIa Rak Acc&t rb Ne&rolc &i ljlrrlr.
V, voL lt (!92). p. 2t0.

rod tool, bold of thc horas of thc
dtlr, bccausc bc hld connitrd witb
Adonirs; he, too, *rs Ullcd thct!-..,

Ttg 3t8 Farbcrs rlso raid in rbc
forty-fourtb chaptcr of tbc Fctbr Nryrst:
If rcrneoac aiws iaformation reacbe
rowly,to bring bam upon the Li4gdom
ro tbet thc coeoy may sin, end rcv€sls
lb plsn to thc eocoy, be rtidl bc
hrESod end bumed.

We rlso rlry, pnruaot to sbst'*G
herc bcad rod .cco iD tbe Holy
S.cipttrrrq dte! .Dy Es! rho rcbcls
rgaias aad dG tbe ordcrr of rbc
kiog tbatl ltot bc gt€n rcfuge ud
rporcd froa dath, sincc tbe propba
says: 'Do aot rcck my anointcd; do
oot hsrn ny popbas".{ ADd Prul
seid in his kiltcr to tbc Romaas:
{Magfutr8tls rr! Xir=a poqEr ovEt
cmry rcul; nadlretcs erB aot vcstcd
si& this pilrr cscctr by God.TbcEB-
forc, hc cAo rcfusc3 to bc judgrd by tbc
neglsnte rcfuscs 6s coonsDdncot
of God."" Hc also said: "Girt
tberu tribuc, rine rbey rctc not
grvro tbc rnlofd in vein'.r
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crmsrlted in ordcr to invcstigare vhieb juridicat norm shoutd be adopted.t His
ar8umcnt seems to be that tbe Holy Scripturcs are thc only tegd authority rcfcrrcd
to as such in this judgment. Yct this view is no rnorc than conjcauri. Indccd,
slncc_th9 K-ing astcd only for scriptural passagcs, tbc fact that tbc juigrt mentioned
the -Fe.tha !{-"gu.,- poinq to just rhc oppositc conclusion. tt is as ii thi judgcs gere
rcminding him of anotlrr law, about strich bc had neglcaed to ask.

The chroniclcs of tbc Empcror Yoa (!!ss-176f) gve an accouat of a disagree-
mcot bctwecn tbc Ernpcror and Ras Mikact, a porerful Tiglre chief. Wheri tbc
Empqol rcnt rnssEcagcnr to Mil.cl ordcring him to go back to his countrff, Mikact
appgaled-to the Faha NagnsC alting the rnesscnger:: 'What havt I donc? 

-lbrought

thc royal crorvD and gavc it to the Kiag... I hew kitted [orrc who qnsl s relel
:g"rnst thq King'1 authorig. Can that be_comidcr,cd-rebdlion? I bcg you-to judgc-
for yoursclves rnd to consult thc Fctha N.S!st... If il says,.Go', t wiU io;lf
!t rsy.s' fstay', I sitl rray. if it says; €ut ofr your rigbt hrnd', I will cut it of,
but I will not lesvc sithout tbe ordcrs shicb it gives".l

The chronidcs of rhe Enrpcror Tcodros (tt55-tt6t) ncotioa tbc Fech! Nagrst as
a llw rcgulating stain Eancrq including pcoel crrcs. One qucstioo -whicl- alosc
sas whethcr hc *rs catitbd to urc ofraings ne& ro tbc cburdr" 7;r'r+tg1to,

t gtor AlFl I rll? .truq|t tgt'{ fhattUlc+.t|$tP*t O,r?rpUllrh|L+ r 4tfi,
t-tQ.rft,tt ttf'It1r*In thc- disputc bet*en Kiag Teodros end tis mco, on tln One hasd,
and Abuna Salama .ng hir pricss oa tbe otter, tbc Fctha Nagrsn wrs cmsgttcO; tbcy
discovered that it qpid:'Whatcvcr bas cotcrcd tbc churcb Oill not'r" titco out';.
But thc vtrdia idfuristcd King Teodros, who raid th"t thcy . *rre distortinc tbe
sbole tbigg; as tbcy urece both 

-tbe 
readcrs ead thc iltlrprdd tlr.et*fOA.rf.i*Zf,

+tr.').'r It is also rcportcd rhat l ertsin Azaac Aleroye rebetlcd 
- 

rsaigst
Teodros, ris, capturcd at Magdata, end urs coadcolcd to dcetl lte scatcoJ ras
dclivcrcd accordiag to thc law of tbe Fabr NagrS (e+atprr;7'rf,fJipr 1411 rl.e

Other chronicles report rhat shca Tcodroc elcbra&d his anrriege to tbc wonlan
who had cohabitcd with him for tea yaars, tbc cecmoay of Duptisl coronatioa was
pcrformed. epparcatly the chroniclcr ilisappowd, for E reys:'{te Felhs Netas
states that a nuptial coronatioa is Dot ellosrcd in suct r cisc' but oaly in thc
casc of viryin5".tt

Refercnccs to tbc Faha Nagas es nrling law rrc also found in tbe chroaicles
of Menelik II.x wbcn Eopctor Tcodros crEG to Sboa, sone people wbo ploned
against his regimc *:rc broug[t bcforc hio,aad erccttcd by his 

-ordcr. .ThiJaaion
of the Empcror'-the ctroniclcs ray-'leused gtlet fcar and shock to tbc poputation
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C- Coati n'qiti, 'Dbitto coaartudinrrio Ebg-o-. nfua Giry{dta &L{& d Elrtao
O*tsc c Girg;tbb Cobdatt Nnon Scric vol I (t937). e lql
R-K---hslhunt (d\, Elbpbr tufl Crvo;icbt (Addir Ab.b., dosd Uaivcrdty hrrr" t957),
p. 136- ,
E Litun*q Tb Cboaicb of Xi4 fihcdrcs of Abysbdl (Aabrric rcr0 O.cipzig Otro
thrrsoaiq l90l). p. 2t.
Id.. tt 9. ..5.
*, it{ro. Cbeprer )OOV. p. l{2, sn. u |!d t{, p. t{3; C. Cdi nGlbi, .VE& ddl' Edo
ph c ddlc Misioai CtnoliJre ri tcapi di nrr Ai. Dcrrirc IJbil c Rc Tedco,mdo
uo der'EDto ebirsbo.- fotdicoati dclb Rab l&tttu Nebnh A LM, S6ic Y,
rol. 5 (t9l6l p. 5t7.
*3h t )-, I irl".t{l r ?tAh r ft.,rr ,.rF+. f|||'+,t lFtrbt ltrA r:}tla t fl1!t7le,t
Addis Abbr, (Anidc h:rs. f959 EC.). H srnrhric: Cnch Sdhri, Cfaeu ar
elg* dc MerA& oi dcs rcis tEhktgic,2 vob- (hrit "Mrlrasrw FsfE, 
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of Shoq bccausc rhc ki4p of Shoa ug t9 lCiq-Hailcrnchtotte u$d to-judgc evil-
i"g3t 

"itO 
arrtrdcrrrs ea6rdin3 to tbc Fetha Nagrst' Td. q dclirtr thcm to tbc

;;8rr of thc btood. lf ir happcned rbat thc rnengsr of rhc- blood wantcd to har:
iU. Eora moncyr be was gliin thc Donqy - end the murder:r was rscued. The
r"onrt of Puttiig pcoplc to dcatb ladoPrcd Q-Empcror.Teo!19s1-uas-unknown-
;"usrrat to'tlc ioet.'of Shoa aod a-ncs rhing for ,!t .-"t Dcaling wit! tfc
carapaign for thi congucst of Harer, thc chronidca_ say that '5n ohtr8nce of thc
itr.Sifo-O io rbc fdha Nagnsr rfticb sayr: 'Wbco you rcacb I city ro 6ght
I13;"h its inhabitants, oficr Oca terurs of pcrcg' King [Mcoelitl scttt r messagg

itr pca-t to Abduliaby, Eoh -of ]!l*l'.1 Rcponiae r rtgplarion rcgarding
i-Oi, it 

'is 
saia rUt -5n Tcr 23, lSEs (EC.)' rfter coasultillt -tbc -nrou1o1s 9f

i[i-f"ttr" Nagasr, thc Eopcror M;Dctik pronulgtcd l. dgec eyrnt tbct the lands
iiom Wayat Lct t" i*.itr shllt be omncd bt ttr3 holdcrs ss ProFty, like the
hnds of McNtz!'.$

Tbc rport of a judgurcnt imposing e dcarb ;omce.rg8lnn soar conspirators
,rato, -Empcror Urilif 

"s*rnbied 
tbe nctr,opolitras, rbc Ecege,-9F.9T::,

tlrey coadcmocd tbe conspiratofs_to dcafb' folloving GNlstomlty law eacl t"hc tsetna--l*; 
I .crr.io tt i* of Tigry, sho rnurdcrcd tro postDc,s on tbcir s8y to

rJEir aUU" from Hani, ..-as oindaoocd to dcilh rt e-public hcariag rccotding
;d; Fdhs X.g"tr"Jt-i" tbo, I ertriD qDcjraurcb wod8fits 

"tlP ?*1ntt4 of
;,nd;- conOenica ro dcrtb iccorOing to 6c F-ethe Negtg ud' baving bcctt
delivcrtd tiy,"the rvrcoters of rbe bloo4 crccutcd"-'l

Morc reorrlablg bourcnf, *rs tbct in a Rcgulrtion irsrrd by Erapcror Mqrclik
to define tbe powcri aad tbi durics of rhc Minisrcr of Justice, it wes crprcssly

fu"id; rLi r[. Fctba Nagast sbould be epplid rs bs ia errry judSpcot An. 2 of
ihc Rcgirlation providcd i .t-Lr.zr,.,lt'ccft>a.rog.|a"rrJF a'lillatrFlrt{l}*tb1f7
qU. fki"istct bf f*rio nust Oitigenlrt DrIc suPcrvbig6 to assut rbrt ewy judg
mcat is nade tccordiag to the Fetbe ltrgast'-el

A Rcgulation regardiag rbc crccurioo of nurdscrs bsucd wheo Eupcror Heilc
Settassie l-was stilt Crown-hince of Ethiopit, 3onc ycan eftcr Moelik, scgtcs tbar
a surderrr is to bc put to d.ath only if 

-thc 
judg rnd thc Fctha _Na8ast dclivEr

asenteDceofdeath (4.1rfiS, :ldrtttf*1-lp4nhrr4ao.dlJ?*rl?t!?'r).o €
ln 1930 tbe first modc,la Ethiopian co&, tbs P38rt Co&r *ls prooulptcd.

The Impcriat Hacc to tbe Codc- 3tatcs: -Tbe rcason wby we-hara causcd a
rcvisioa'ro bc madc of the law cooccrning daoages for abusc aad scriour iajury
and conccrning the puaishment of taters of life and dl othcr criminals is becausc
we have noted-on thi eighth page of thc preface of the Fitha Negasts !b! nltnciptc
undertying rhe ordes oi thc- Ttrree Hurdrcd which they gra in the Fitha Negasr

I
I
I
I

who di{ et ebour tbc sitrr Tcodtor firrr cur ro Sh6-

S.. Ory!.r )&lv. bft4 tt g.tt; *attt ..., circd lbotc rt ode tl, Amhrrk cd.' p'J0'

ld- (Anberic cd.), 9. ttl{.
td. (Alnbrh cd.), P. 179.
Id. (Anhrric cd"). p. l9t.
Id. (Anhrric ctt), p. 2t6.
,d. (Arah$ic c4). p. 3la.
ErL M.btuu Sdlesic. so* citcd abo* rr aorc tl, p. ?t.
,d" D. $.
TIE Gidt$ nre b tbe Gc'ce Editio of tbc Fctbr NeSsr publisbod bV Gtddi b lt9?. er
. -o-D.rdd votru td tbc ltsliaD rnasluion citGd rbovc 1r norc t: s totc 20 $ovl.

xxlvll
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pe.lesrfator.po-ins out thst-his work was t revision- of rbeFerba Xagast,gna
lor tlus -tlvision" availed hioself of tbe dause thersin whicb rllo*s oac to rer'rccording to timcs rnd 8c!sogs-, thst is, rccordiag ro &c occds of rbe day.

Tbc rnrioumcsa of tbc bgistetor to shos thrt hb worL of rwirioa did aotdcpan fron rbc Fctba Nagast 
-ls 

rtso-deaonstr:atcd by tbc foUowingaF$a[fsom
the Hae: -Tbc Thrt HuDdrcd ... hrrp di_aiqrisb& bct*=ea e ioi*--prs..o
on a,ehild, e dnrnlen tlntoa, r arrdnen rnd r 

-forsEtful 
pcctoq rod tbc *it 

"oeoo a.ttorY! pcnoa of futl uooarrnOog end-rccordiogy ibc,Cooc 6 m"rto .!tE wi|t tbe Filbs NcEilr (Qf. Ftt I.I€. n- 17, p. 
-lOl)-.c 

At in thiseramph, thc- fugi-shror nrdc erpress_ rfeieoccr to thc Fctbr'Nrna ia norc ttrotsvcoty utidcr of rh ncs codc.t Oae c.'r nnegend thb crrtlot rcfcmoe g rpttcautioa tatco to obtain tba eoccprarce of the w codc by I public .rti.t, -tn
tltco' *tl aceustoncd to haviog juagnena rtodctrd on rirc tisir-of G-rau
Naga*er

Tbis trsdirioa brs bcco cerricd forrrrd to thc prcscot. Thc intsoduction to tbcncast Code of l9J7 $uca rh8t 'sb rtocntblc rad' rclt cse8btbhod- bt--;ifi"-
"l 

-.- . ltbq -Eppqe es rercalcd in rb F.,cthr Nq:w- E ..d.Fcd-rr t*=LlntoJ dcpanure".o So dso, -in prcperiag &G Civit Codc, thc Codftcrdoo CdEiFsion --- bss bcsn iDspirEd io G titon-by the-graiu oi gttiopl"o-Ert-t6]ti"*
and instinrtioar rs rg"tarcd by thc enccir ud-rcacnbb norit{qil--i*

l l "
This hst usi of rhc Fcrb ^Nagart *rs Drdc lith tb. bdp of r dcuocotwhich itsclf rho*: the oooeaon's lftscor viulity-r oofio.rion jg -.-i.,.-*.-p

rcd ;tot judicial 
€l_"g supposcd' to berr t-;! dclh,Grld tcnrcco ttc Uio"iagof thc ceotutv and 1935.?r rii prcracc ro rbc curctoo arce:*,- tFiffrcsfroor which tbi narios were e*irptca wcre dcliverra- uy r*g.r wDo rcrr rrcrrcd

io 6: FoF l"g"",_(tL+*rt,s+j, rzr?,,A"t :f{}, riO'ttet rbc dccisioas rcr:based on thc Fahe Nagasr, f,:ariag io rnid--tic-diiircics .r tr._-a.y. 
---

lnde'c4 thc Fabs Nagnsr h"" bcco reftccd to .. rurbodty ia E&iopirs counsevcn afrcr tbe coaiag- inro eficct of tbe prescNrt Civfl codc.-rto sueiffl-ii"rcoun rcccatly rsed oe rau Nqs$t to ruu ,rp"; tbr 
--udity -"in 

.-;flt ;"d.

Ftt"p,.q FE d Codc of t9T 09fl c4); Hrc, An S. ltc atc quoiG.l b e rrar-brioo ad sE.rm: r lror. rrnt raoiiia -'aura ms:;.:y* itttlrdl. ; il;6t ...-: : p. 3 of rhc rnrirletios. iE--
rd- Prtfecc, AlL 16. Thc Fcrhr Nrirsr r!.r'r ttfcrcd ro cqrEpadr to |trt in thc r-ttialm u p- 2t9.
Thc -rsrcrrioa cwooo! g.+ *.r rbc Errrioptaa had codc of t9to loDid rtc codc ofsirta- rilb r fcr clrritcr -c 

'ioco,rporerco-iuy re of G br of lado6inr- ico-ddcr€d-bv J. Grewo ro t -srcrhir-;d-'--E;E-A{it o@r, elfr;prasbrc iserf eod ro r_ dc4a hrdv of rbc r."lr-.- J.' c--i nrnffid ; tr
t-p* of Erbiopir-, J. EtL i- vji-i fi-c6.i. p. d,; ,j.- 

-
s. Loran'oia, "TDc F.o.r svncar of E'bfr,-, t. E h. l- vo,L 2 096+ 96r. 3t{-3&i.Feo- C- Ingsirl Hrcc.
Ci". C- IEDGrid hrf,rcc.
Aa oririoel of rib -f$?g i Go;Gd b rbc Archircr of rtc Frqrlry d tr*. Heiles'. tF"'t I uuiwnitv' egg 4uta- i -b;d,pboc masrrtm or u-coucoa i4s Erc-h
: r 9,. coru- of publbrioo rr 6c tiroc-oi 6b_rsida&-T* -hoca- q3 Errc ?ithtDe PurDotc of pnorrinr r bsir fol rhc rort of eg q{Ed cdlrler.T.iffi,oH'AG lrrrodrnbo ro 6c souran of Err*pira-i;J,j:E{E ilr G96O tm.2tt-2t{,"

tbe cooditiorir of tincs endicasons'-.05 This ercetpt that until pronulgatioa 6f rhir codc, tbc l8w
PloliT!.-1r_o18r. was gffi5rally..considcred ro--bs tFl f:*g p !" Fcth; Xrgasr.

IlVrx
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936-to thc coning bto forec of rhc Ch,il Code of 1960.4 ln uorhcr judgmerqrr
thc Supanc lopcrid Court ras rcguird to dcci& sbcthcr e petirion ior-divon*
iD tbe crrc of r rcIigiors nania3c lu S b submittcd to rbc rcligiors .uthositics.
Tbc Couil nrled rba! sucb e partio Eust b rdcrtld to thc rdigiotts eurbodtics,
bolding. tbat_ otgfy tb. raiq authorirics bave jurisdictior- ovcr rmurtt conccrniag
dissolution of religiors rrarriagrs Tbc Court *rs stioagly ia0ucncad !y dtcd passltEs
from thc Faba Nagrsl, whicb it rqerdcd rs 1r pcrraocot rad secrcd hv io Ib
post, for tbe prescot rnd ia lbe funne". Tb Court'ebo rtfcrrpd to e Decrcc of,
1942 cdrblisbipg the adariqistnrtir rcgulrtiw of tbe Orthodor Cbrn6; bur &b
Docrrc, it rcrnerted, is itscr 'brsed oa ttc trditionrl bu- - thet q rte Fcnb3
N4nsta

To concludq one Ely ssy -tiit e Fclb Nrtrst brs brd I grcrr iniucoe
oa Ethiofia Dot only ts I rource of lcTniqg c lqrl dcocc, bfu lbo s fulcrio
nia3 hr. A rort such rs tbc Fctbr Ne3rl, DlrYrdod ?itb bibticrl rd Cbriniin
FiDdPlcr tqpecr with juddicrl Fildplcs of caimt FfittE, could ac fril to
in0ucocc e people tbd bo8st rocb e loog biHicd rnd Cbrfurian tirditioa" rod
ianea rcnsc of hw. Thc rcadcocy to bhod -crftr Ertler sitb refiiorg . lcndco-
ct connm to tbe Fltbr Nsgrst rnd pcticduly to be fourd iD iE pcad rcctioos,
trs cootribucd to r corccpcioa of br rs reObt trindcrtly rE cd b churctca.
Wbca 11 Frh;epfua ronnoncd sonGoc b tbc uc d ttc br, b ps.d to rry
ofi? | Aretl r "to ltbc nrc ofl $c Divinny of tbc ht', rld no or drrsd
ddy tbcac yprds. A litiStst rruld opco bis rddrcss to tb jsdfe ritb frrUfO*cr
1o4s,l7rzy God coliSltco your honor'; Tbou$ rtb ffil rtdtn& ns prinuily
dcrivcd fros Chdsira grinciflcs dccply roocd- b E hiotil" it ... be dd 

-rhrt 
tc

Faba N4es couriburcd its rbere to its crratioo-

rrir
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A. Frulor Tzdur
Addb Abeb.
June, l96t (G.C.1

E*re of lctrcncrctt Ab. Ncbro, (Ssp. trap. CL, t96al t. E Io., VoL 1p. 2t5.
Sbcnre$ ̂Ct: lqrde worq r, Ni1rru yinr 6up. frnp. A_ t,D(f,lr, t. EL L Vol. 3,
P- !!o- orr thb qrse t . N. Siqer. 'f1c Dissohirios irf faigous 

-illdrg3 
Ar miopir;.

l. AL _I'- voL 4. Ot6A e. 28. flr e.* of Tmbcctr tmuo*trSc d rf 
". 

WiOrid
IT- -qnp. lnC. C-u 1965). ,. EL t- VoL 3. p. 37|. rctcti to Cep. )OOgi of fri
Fathr N.Fsl er rhc rourcr of rhe nrh rcquiriry rlFy||Eor of doubb thc rrnouor of rlr
:encs by oc rho bes rcscbdcd . coa&Et rftcr hrvi4 Eeivcd qrnEs.
I rrn rold by rolrr lcrracd end rdiebh Fctoas thet et kesr uotil rery rlcrotly dsr r=rc rrilt
Floos rEr!.d b tlE khr N.Srg b ronr provirts. Thcre pcrros. cdlcd ?ls+.irt?rr+rAo>.n.l
:FT enpn1cb+ It E4IEB to scrdr dtc Fdb. N.1rsr.- arcr7ra ir. enl grtc rtrcu dnpurlr.
A tcc. Fn uP rn cqtnl th|'cs bt tbc [rinsr *zs '.il for rbc ori'8 of tb3 Fahr lirF.

l
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TR,ANSI.ATORE NOTE

Tbis rranstarion *as msde undg tF. rr.pt"r of thc Fecntry of t:*, Heilcsclhssic t Ualvcrsityr +ddlt- Abab.. My iaitial 
'vort 

*as ?o* oa tbc basis of tbcGe'cz tcrt of tbc Fata- tiegst pubriihcd uy ouiot rtr- trlorr"ti; h"r l; o-tcnsircfy Eyfucd -g.Firy, horevcr, rif*- rhc E€rhaDGo!! sclan rtui-6gnt&litim bccasc rvaitabll- in- tbc wort of rwirioa errd c4itilg-b"rb GoL-b"".bl .qf-ul coosultcd._The fragmcats of Sf ;t-rers-t rt-io irrc xatiJoar Utyand e ridly gfocscd C.'F -."ouscript of tb Fcbr ltattst, rlso ia ttc-...;toorlLibrary, hrvt bcca consultcd as tctl

This treadrrion err lot uadcrrelca witb 'r philolqsicd Purpc iD eildfho*rrrtr, I haw tricd to E'sia fdthfut to. !h' o+- .*f, rt ihc-cost 
"f 

,rrirj,.The *ort is iabcrcotty T Tbiryorrs. 9!q 8*t_irs tg!ig'ir*;tJ;Lili-*,
sbould 6ad thcir nlacc in eny 

-rnnslerioi. 
whcrE G 

-t*r-qi"cipal 
lcxrr dircqsFd

I b.* tricd to chiocc t -oI 
""nprd;sur .ft;fit"-da tolryri6G'ltuin e footnotc. oa gcca$o+ ̂I tboulh t noccsrry-- to ;ept AAEord d;lmatcdal' such as prononic rdcrcoceg-not prricot hn usu.||y..iipUqf-i"--G G'..Thcsc iDsgrions eie markcd by coddn'e fi bd&d ,iG-i

.lo *t"i"g dir=q8eoces-end dccidigt.oa -inscttions, I birc relicd crtcosir3lyo-n-the loliaa traqstatioa of Guidi ssd-rb ldt i"-lh;ib4d"o- 
"r 

67,uroOfsct Hitim. ES ofrers p*u|it .di,""tltes"--

Guidi ilnriabily consulrcd rb Arabic rcrrt to solvp the^ p,robkos p6cd bytbc Ge'ca This e-a6hd F- tg -q3g t rouod ,-d.rs"r-iiot of thc bisroricel raro,cedeats of tbe cre'c4: mbstantial-hctp itr l"t 
"p*t"C;Iot"i 

ou obesue- p"*"g._As the rcader:will obscrrr froo tbc-aorcs, I bav:-rcti-ed cofueli"i-nil-affi*i-for rcfcrences to tbc Arabic tcrt, aDd raw on thd-b*i, .dapt a E.. 
"r 

u,interlincations.

To tbe leeat historis!, ho*:vcr, rbe prevailing Ethiopis! undcrsraDding of tbeGe'cz rcrt' bo*erq ioperfca nat rcxt- rs, r.I 
-b. 

;i ao' iatcrcn rbrn tbctcn's hinorical aatcccdeits. The A'nharic iorcttiootion eod .rpt"";;"li rr.Gc'ez rcxr iro rhe photo of.n &Iition raee io oow-io* oc d'e-;- *i*Ityundctstood. and rbus revefu rhc Fetba *rg"r, ; t ri"i"g uy or l"; E"r*guendy, I hav: freqqotlr- prefcrrcd tbe triaststioa- *hie it sugg=stsr as bcingcloscr to thc rraditioial Ethibpiaa uadcrstaadiag of th. E*L
Scbolars who atl familiar with thc olscurc agd equivocal hagusgg aad tbe lesstban pcrfcct style of.$. r.t$ Nagast's ql.'a *ilt .ffi; bory di6cllr vas tbeask I uadenook. I. .bo.p" gg 6.y *tr not * 

-iJc-b.rrh 
iD rbcir criticism of

;|: ff*ons 
whici tbev uu cou'e rcrocs, s tb.y ;rririt 

",itr 
i" ;"i";iiJot

This nanslatioD sirs {;l.o by_ Fetcr L stre'ss. A.B- IlB., Le61rcr hPeaat Las et the Frculty of [.aq Harl s.tft;i-IE;;;. Ir by cditodal sort

' For tlc oot=oicu d Fof burcrrc{ b Grfcz-.Aabsb-lcld lEDbololl, t br mpilcdr Glonry of iagorrrar lcrt rcnoi u rU-.oa d tbi b;ot- 
-
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is meant mcre stylisric work I must say rhat Mr. Strauss' sort *zs nuch mort
tban that Bcsides gving 8 morc prcscntablc lioguistic forsr to thc nfiolc traDslation,
Mr. Sqauss has suggestcd revision_ of neny passagca -aF hss hclpcd rne in rwising
tbem. Thanks to his suggestions, I haw rried ro enrich and inprovt lhe documen-
tation of Roman l:w sources. Aftcr his suggestions, I bavc added furtbcr footnotes:
sorne of them werc modcled by him. He has edited aod givcn a bettcr arangemenr
to the Forcword. ln conclusion, I must say that, if this translation bas tbc forsr
wbich is presented now, il is thanks to Mr. Strauss' paticnt and scnrpulous uork.
May I crpress my dcep gratitude and thanls to hin

I sould also like. to expruss ary sinere appreciation to Prof, Jamcs C. N.
Paul, formcr Dsaa of tbe Faculty of Law, vho bgalrcr witb hof. G. f.rzcczunowicz
and Mr. S. Irwostcin commissioncd De to translatc the Fctba Nagast- Mr.
Lowcnstein, togeth€r with Mrs. Btcrttt Goldbcrg" also helpcd ia rbe pt"ti.i*ty
editing of my traoslation, and for this too, I ara dccply gratcful. My thanks-go
dso to Ato Scocrcab Michael, a Law sttrdcnt wbo arsistcd nc in vldous ways,
and to Dr. A. Gabrcjcsus Hailu for his moral suppott in ny wort.

Tbe 6aal and moet importaot ecknowledgment wbich I fcel I must Eake is
to His Impaial Majcsty Haile Scllassic I for gFaciously eoadcsccading to giv! this
translation tbe stamp of His- August Frdrcc.

rrD

'Cf,e 
fchroPre'n Ch-.'r, o ariiCrtu erht d o Cnuncf' Earch e'.r, d'' Clnden
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EDITONS NOTE

Tbc wori of rranslating and docuurenting this edition was done entirely by
Abbe Paulos Tzadua, bcforc cditing bcgan. His 6nal draft translation would bave
madc e rubstantial conuibution to haraing as it *as. Tbe job for cditing was
oaly to tidy thc English aad thc fooootcs, ud to t$, by questioning to prod
Abb8 Peulos into ya sbarpcr rendition of &e Gc'ez tctt. No author enjoys con-
rtrot crirical qucstioning of his wct; e trenslaor nrust bc panicularly frusratcd
wbep this corocs, u it did, frorn onc who bas ao tnowhdgp at dl of rbc lan
Ftsgc of tlrc oridnsl to whicb bc nrst rdhcrc. Abba Faulos' paticnce was
codlcsg rad bc al*ays prcsantcd the tnre rdrohr's qriors blcod of hunility and
rtubborn rdhercncc to pocitioo. He dcscrvcs full credit for tbc tucoegcs of this
trrnrlrtion.

Hopcfully, rbe rcadcr will understand some cornpromises cfricb hav? bad to be
nade to usage aad stylc iE rcaderiag the Ge'cz into English. Although Ge'cz
(and modcrn Araharic) consistently distisstuish ba*tcn siagplar ead plural forns
of tbc sccond pc-rsoq tbe rnaslatioa grocrally follo*: modcn Eoglish prastice,
using -you" to rtprrscnt botb singular and plural; the only exception obecrcd
has becn for thc c"se of biblical quotatioas, nfrcrc Abba Paulos rightly felt that
tbe arcbaic usage would bc motp familiar, aad bcocc could bc cssayed. Again,
the Cre'ez dphaba bas scwral charactcrs Equiring gloael nop in pronunciation;
idcally, special ,$Crks should haw been used to indicatc thcsc stops in traaslitcrated
abbreviations and names, but prioting timiiatioas forbade rhis. f,lt tbe comprorriscs
were of this uinor son; at ao point would Abba Paulos havc pcmitted usags to
dominate over what bc undcrstood es the substance of thc tcrl, cwn had thc
editor desired it.

The list of persons who descrrrc crcdit for the publicatioa of this trandation
is endtess. Abba Paulos has already mentioned scrre'ral. Of those who wcrc of
particular help to the cditor, I espeeidly sant to point out Mr. Torkom Aslanian
and Ato Amanuel Tesolde of tbe Central Printing hess" Printing is hard eoough
work when it is in onc's nstive languagc; thcir patience end pctscvcrance with a
foreign tonguc arc responsible for wbatcter nctits thc appcarancc of tbis book
has. In the job of ediling many of my colleagucs willingly gave rheir suggestions
for improvement in the arpas of tbcir specid conpetence, particularly Profcssors
Harrison Dunning, William Ewing Stanley Fisher, Michael Kindred, Robcrt Means
and Petcr Sand. Profcssor Michacl Topping was kind enough to supenise thc last-
minutc details of publication. Invaluablc assistancc in proof-reading was rendcred
by Mr. Frank Horon'itz of the l:w School faculty and by Atos Melesc Telahoun,
Mcngistu Assefa, Mcsfin Tadessc, Tadcssc Tasscw, and Woldeycsus Amar. students
in thc Faculty of l-aw. Perbaps evetJ secretary in the l:w School, at one point
or another, bad ha fingcrs at work producing thc endless manuscript copies of
this translation; particular rbanks in this dcpanment are due to Woz. Yeshi Emebiet
Jemaneh, wbo did most of thc typing of the final drafi. My wifc was rcurte of
cndless patience gnd sncouragcmeal To all thcsc, to the others who bave also
helpcd - snd particularly to Abba Paulos - arc rhanks and credir drrc.

Feter L. Strauss
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(21s32)

POEFNM 2}I

,l i,,'u

NLM

NLF

Deut. 21, 3

Dig. X, l,l
(lnst.)
(Cod.)
(Nov.)

IUAN 9.

TOOTNOTE CONVENIIONS

Unless otbersisc indicated, gtosscs gran in the foonotes sppeat
as footnoted Ge'cz glosscs in tbe Gc'cz text publishcd by Guidi,
s;1.6 r ,.tp+ ' (Roma, l$t eC. (ltgD), Thc alosrcs glwn io
tbc text arc Dow considcrrd Frt of tbe rcrr, rad would bc
found in any manuscript"

Tbe refcrcncc b to fooootc 2 aa page 332 of Guidi, Il Faha
Nagast .. -, (Rom4 Casa Editrioc t8fras4 lS99)"

Tbe rcfetuce is to coluun I oa page 23 of ;a5r t?p+ft41;ql
*ffino., Photo Offsct Uition of a Feilu Nagast Maauscript
(Addis Ababa, Bcrhanncaa Selan" 1966).

A manuscripr of tbe Fctha Nagast, with rnarginal glosses, to
be found in rhc Nationd Ubrary, Addis Ababa

Frag;nrents of a printed cdition of rbe Fctba Nagast, to bc
found in rhe Narioaal Ubrary, Addis Ababa-

Thc refernce is to $e Holy Scriptures, Book of Deureronomy,
Ctrapter 21, vffse 3. (Scriptural r€ferencca, in general, havc
bccn copicd from the marginal notcs of rhe Guidi translation,
and are rcproduced for tbc rsader's convenieacc.)

In accordancc with standard convrndon, tbe reference is p
Book 10, Titlc l, Sccrion I of the Digen of the Emperor
Justinian. Tbe principal works of Roman I:w eitcd att. in
addition to thc Digcst. the Jusrinian Institutes (lnst.), Codex
(Cod.), tad Novellac (Nov.).

Tbe bold-facc abbretiations and numbqs which apFar in thc
text of the translation and, less freguently, its footnotes, arc
taken from the Ge'ez. As the Prcfacc cxplains ar length (pp.
19, infro), thesc abbreviations scre uscd by &e compiler-of
rhc Fetba Nagasr to indicatc the sources from wbicb the snred
prcsepts *:re dctivcd.
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e'htdo Cnicfr pa'rch e'rrd'' Clndex
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+IPnEPACEI

In ibc arrrc of tbc Fatbcr, eod of th Son, rod of thc Holy Spirit, oac God.
Wi6 tbc hclp of God rod witb Hk grrcious fevor rt begiE fo rrite thc hefacc
to tbc collsAiont uade by thc Saiatly Fatbcrs [of Nicacaf. May -thclr p'raprq
tbcir bhssilg rod ths gift of their hclp ba with dl Chtistirns, rorld without cld.
Anco"

Ancr tb cad of tb nrnyn cr+ rficq tb 3tt fthodor Fdhcrlr lof the
CouDCil of Nicecal coroartpd lCiag ColslrotfoA bc_tdd to thal: q dcsire Do3
kiagdon$ benrse tbr *"y of €hrisC .Ed tbe r:y of tbe vorld rre difsenL The
*ei d Cbrirt rod iudccd Ifis coqnrodncat dc.dy ny: Lore yoc cocoics' do
roit to tbco tbt opprcss you-a Tky rry t€c rd dnitri thioF. At this
connrodocot ir thc rccoDdl bv of eertirtoo, il cmnrndr G !o bc prti+
to bc$, to foryirc, to prrdoa, rnd'to do good torr,rdr om'r ri3bbor r,nd to
cooddcr hin g mcrdt

'Hov tb+i'couldlhir= rhir t1e rd& lad ordcr pudrhms rod tbc prnc-
tnel pyacat of &bg without EGtrt, rad eveqr thc op'prcsodt At rrbrr b pctfc.t
nust ncccssadly ebogrrc wbetcvtr il bp€rfGct thc bv of OE Lo,rd .pcor Chfttl
brs, thcrcfosc, rbrogetcd what rrr in forcc bdore it; bB His hr rbrll not bc
ebrogrrcd bccausa thcre b notbb3 norc boaored tbrs iL It b thc hw of prdco.
tioa rad the 6sd ler, riae rcthiry ir oorl hosonHc rhm t!3 rrv of ctqy'
dobg tooq end bc.det rirb prticoce [tbc ftultr of othcrr[-

Whca tbc 3lt Ferbcrs b:erd th rordr of Colaatinc tb:y cotrcrtcd Our Lotrd
Jcnn Ctrisr - Ely Hc bc p'rri$dl - by syil3: 'qO l.ordl fblse b rc bcdadnt
nc cod to Tby l|cild bcceurc Tbou ut hiSlcr tbra rny hi$Dc$, rod thcr€ if
ao bodoa to Tby dcptL Dd-hoSO nor sidtb ro Tby dyilty. fty fingd@ ir

rod Thy pos€r b &oE geocntioa to feocnrioo- Gire Tby jrdgmt to
C-onsteatilc, O Irrdl rnd Tby iuscicc to hb soa' to judgp Tby Fopb ritb ju$ia
rod Tby poor with judgmta Thsy' sdd ihtu 15L uatil iB cDd lnd othcr
perycrl, and cqtrcatcd lthc LoEdl by ranns: 'O l.odl L:t aot thit ftld of ths
throol bc ncenl rov @ it tbc gni! of tbc lHcertalyl Kiagdm, rc thrt it
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l . Glc: ..Tb Fabr Nrad.- Ar I'OEFNM !-3 pobtr oot' lllilO.t r 'tohioa,- I I
sr rfaofilr? lrlE '.- b rlra l. lL . d b |b Eq rtit ny rbo uo
'tilbcb1 rab|y, c ettrril-
xL + ,r4; rr- q n,2a 3,
Brdha no | '{rod}y, rbo,- trtb:r 6rs l".!+ r '18d,- c cl! rrrirc et ra
rlt rlriw rr*tcr to rit: "ILir mradrocat I r br of pfcrikn; rbo, it mq6
c b bc rri:at...' XIEFNM lGt.
()r,'O Lond, Who bt dbrr l-fw'|-f lor ea4' OE d thc vtrdmr d ttc fln ru:
'To Tby eAodil D.ioj tbrrc i r bcfbsin3 rr raC-
Ir. rlJ C'
Incnly, a+. -r0,a.1a,o+ . EE "llil tttoa d 6c fiA- ht to ab lc !
iordd rud, rttrt/i0r+r-r0B r rtb rqrll ul "thir gd 'tlt I b &u
l6rt q tbc EBD&BI d Coo*lruile' FOEFNM Il-1.
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may bcar fruits of justicc to thc pcople and- tbc poo^r. Wc pray and bcseccb Thee,
O Lord. fiir Thou art ncsr thosc who invokc Tbca."

Then Our Lord Jesus Christ acceptcd thcir praycr and camc ro them end
cornmandcd thcm to compilc a book of laws extractcd from thc Old and thc New
Tcstamenr. And lbn al-Assal wrotc this boot, and they_ gavc_ il to Constantine,
thc son of Heten; and hc rulcd in the countty of rhe Grecks'?

Glory ro God Who honorcd us with an crcelleat faithr and dsds' and
rcgutatcd- our cxrcrnal and inrcrnaf 

""ts 
with thesc two La*s: the Firtt aod tbe

i;lt 
-Having 

".iC 
ttit, wc _wislr rc mate it lno*rr tbat rhis book of lrs is

a couccrion frim thc Divinc Books aad from church clDons, and fron whet is
a.a".a tV rcasooing and arrived at by analogt,rl wir!1ou] ab:idgemcot - or ourir
iion. The'book has- rwo sdvanEtes, to wit' it fu *llt dqtailcd and ph9 mtttcts
arat *iO 

"t"J 
collected [in o1e -who!el; 8nd ry tcasg-n of rhese two ednnta;Fs,

.r.w orair.i ii cxptained. ihe Fathen wh9 put it -togethcr did so barnonioudy,u
witti intclligcncc and with carett from . tbe ttcatis* - written by- thgsc wbo wtrc
q""linid to- tcactr and to ctarify [thc meaninS, of the l"y_l_ f"9 ly\ foql -the ctrs'
iom [of the countryl. Whatev:] 

-was 
taken frorn-. the- [$olyl Boots aad fchurch]

canons is indicatcd- with the usc of various abbrcviations. And whatcvcr rras
arrived ar by riiloning and through analogt from tbc lchupQ calroos is aot nerk-
rd lro indicaa this solrcel. But there is tittle of fhiC end_-it docs aot_sPPcar [iD
this'bookJ crrcept for a Gw provisiolsr' [rclatiag e civil_maCcrsJ. ^This -is so
becausc miny pr6visions [rclatin! to civil matlersJ aPPgar in t-lf -Calons [of the- fnsr
for which ttri mark is-MAKl, [and the fcw of them which. havc bcco dcducd
from the church ooo*1 ; 

"A 

-trcatcd 
TPgI?Ely [tbcretrtr !tcy-11c i-n faa fgund

in the fony-fifth of dc t3O lcanoas of MAf,[ and-arc thc -follgying seetions:
Fudranty, piedge, loan, sucessioa, provisions ol punisbments' lianqtc partnenhips,
iobbcry, bbundarics of lands, watcrcouFcs. and similar Datlets. Otbcr caBons are
mcntioned with regard to othet maners laid dowa ia tbis book.

Sincc whatever deals with a particular or a grncral tstthiectl trrust bc- dividcd

fioto chapters[ and this book loiigindlyJ was-not +"id{ tpto .c}p1E!, laos
itrar it sirould have been dividea [into chaptersJ in tbe city i! rthich tbe cenoss

7. lr b a gos disronbo of hbroricrl fra ro rssctt shrr lbo rL^sl|l r!c- r qmtcDPomt
of rhe N-icacan Fathcrs and C.oastanrinc, for tt Guidi Dotca, ilF fotus EvEd iE tbc ltlh
ccrrtory. Thb prc-prcfaf b aor found b thc AnbE tlr't Ql2l-

t. Thar b. rhc chrisrbo frirb. Aretrc tsrr:.....uirh thc b6l hilh |Dd lbe bG$ dcc&- (l/3).

9. Thc Les of thc Old Tcsrurat
t0. Thc I* of rbc Ncw Tcsrenuu-
1- Ar.tic rsil: .... .tttc prcErpB rifd! iDtetlil@ end rcerooinf dcdts froo lhc rid craoar ud

rbich any bc tnc.d Uct ro tttc crtrog by udoty- Of!).
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FOEFNM I+2.
Anbb t ir: .Thb booL h.s br.D rrnnrpd iD loci r try thrt it contis trEnitt *itb
cornplerm lt h|s rhc t*p vitnF of bciaf |8 crhrurtirc Eatbc rd r Et|tb. 9ct ans>
;s apin, errd b coori*nt ?ith othcr colkaimc nrdc ?ilb iatdlifc-.-- G)/3)-

Gbs: rF;ldr** r 'arovisioos- nths rtren F|qA+ r "[juridic{l ocjotbtior.-
Atab|ic rsr: .3Tbo!c pstl rrhidr sGrr Bot trt'|crcd frosr fbc flry Scripunr |Dd lbc clDocr
ht dcdrrd throush- rodorr rad bceria3 oo iodicrtb, ue fc* b auobcr; it rrr e'
||rt to bb& rtrcar Othc foof bt|lc cra if tlF crnoar stiocotttcts ia nriqt.
0rct do mt trE t lhca crbrusrircly' (3tO

t6. Tbrt b, frtnity bB. POEFNM t5-3.
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wcrc laid dowo by thc council, yct tbis boot corrpited frotD thc Holy sctiPturcsl
JiO oJt reach ur 

'OiriOJ 
Fao-chaptc6J or [ia t]1c fout -o0 l-Jo-ptetc collec{ioa,

as is witncsscd ry *r.-tiing in tirc trcati* [of thc Fathcfs]r?

Any dccision giwo on thc basis of tbis.[bookl is.jttst' !t-tqno-".o mdicc.end
hrtrcd irom thosg 

-who 
haw disputcs corrccrniig barins and from thosc who hgtl

coatrsded debts or ;.-itt"d 
'cdncs"lr 

fUi Uoor szs srittea to fecilitate tbc
t"r, rf ,r" 

- 
jodeo it i"Og"g Onc wbo considers e ase fully- bcfore dglilcnrg

iudfgteot requircs tine 
'to -giie 

en oPporturity for ref,cctioa, for lu$c hads to
'*r"Ti 

O*itil"i.ii n oo* of tasc, *Toog judgpcnts. are passcd and for tlrc same
casc, diffcrcat *ot* * dcli";d. enl 

-enoogjtl 
f9P! thse gc lcXal. provi-

*-it--oo--r,ti.h j"dg*-b.* Oar ;,fenl$l-Thc hpos{cs hary- seid ia .thc
r.*oO pntt of thc'-.f,i; *tp- 

"f- 
ti 

'Uaascatia on t!5 prrov*io-os-.rc8a1ding
t1O*r';Ercry O.caT-gJ-fot al"" if it is dorc for his bcoe6t" Sincc vith

r.Stti i" .""i Oiogl in-O. csDoD$ tbc canonstrcatthcninscmfrldrapcrs' rnd

sooetitDcs deal witblh;; ;;rh;usio *ay and sorraincs rnention thcrn in

,-ill"".alt *"r Dccesssry to lfoup tlcsg. Lnoy. togcthet and ro suramarizc
ocf oi. ol- thcn i! its cbd&r. Al dt? bgrl provisions oa busincss lte not sct

out in dcrail lia the canonsl,- crcept for a little part of thccn, it wss lccessaty to

ii-iit-il'ali";1-'or n*.].F 
-provisions 

ia ieordane ?i& tb judgmcnr of

inatligcace on tbcm aad thc pmab"'

This book, then, is Bcaot for thocc vho re rppointcd ttttdgFl in coasidcra-
tion of tbein.etcclleat livts aad dccds, but vho do aot here thc tao[,hdge- P€ccs.
;; t ;;'; judgcs. It is rrrssSd 'to hclp judgcs gip jdgrcots ritb diligence

"od 
to enable tiud rc nrlc oo cverything; ud to hclp tlrcrr to bc cascful sot to Pass

on auyonc a judgmcat due to uothcr-a

In tbe tbirticth provisioa of tbc claoas rbich stG ?y-€oE-ooc in nunber' tbe
epostres-s.ia :'If ri baw onitted sonah!9e V-oy na{. -judry^P vou. = !: b*
g3io:iL SpUt of God is upon all of u.- And ia -tfoe thirt!'-ffih provisi'oa of tbe
oia canooi Ory =ie -f'somahirg_ bss bccs ttipp4 by uc .,lt bithop ,:hl_l
nake rneatioa 6f iL- And iD the 

-forty-*rroth 
of the eforcsaid caooas it ts

seid: "tf rc omittcd anythiog O dcarci' urly God tffil h to thoec who rre
r,orthy, and may G C[ur*"be ted propqly,^ to lhs blvea ed tnnquillirtyi Th.
Ap"stG J* oii io tbc tishope in ihc- DidascaliE: 4 .tsi1ce Orr Lo'rd bas

Tfb fngepb L rrry obcurs, 1gd b truLtdd savm.ScaFClEFNM 16-2 rod thc^tr-
tic t rt in ttc folloainr foootc.
Thc Antic cquivrhr of thb .od thc ecccCiof psrUlt-rads.: .'.'F tl* tlst of thc crnor'
rF;b--rfi; Ed;631-i! ttr13 $oL c-aicatobcC cplidtly or crPtriocd -$mqryilv'
lhaEforc it bccooa cty O po,nt ost llfit.ry rlid snnrdy. -..13 i dclr' lros
c"tr, rlrr $a rtriit" Octi tri ba rprd6crl. b thc--citict b l|rid tc aDool rs:
;;-, t rh" Gtr*;counCtc: but rtrcrc'rpdiitiw did oot racb ur ltcrtfqt' rtrt
b--de; i|l a9.diet ta d Ed; thc gtdg of cescrPlidsty.PEovidd fr b th[eD-
-btt t""il6q..d-rrr-e of-funb rtEl erota $q: -Ylg !t*3 Fca rad cilrs
coarnid fss6 drmr clrd by rickd Dcrroa, rre follorf (l/5).

Tbc Antric r-lr trF tbu rioqrr rbc ldp of r aoraoam, 1Fe rould rsoaits gcod e
toid ric:trr"r-f-oulr I jud3rar,but rirr Ob rort of titc i not d*rlrrtrilrble,drre'
t d,,i"3 lb !o Ec drltri of e tirty rad rloos iodgmt t2lS).
Alrbb tcrt:..ttcre rtt booLr rlrit rrc lr.Dtd ryrtranrricrtly, ts lbb lamc|loo 13' -.--

o/o
tlc enUcrcetr':ttrt.. -.. 1UF rity o,f^e looqoo L rbo dcoooryUbytbc nl|.
.f.t e6-th. afuu1;s ... bsrr lgriica i coetrOca t rc..rDd tb Ssipnra abct
tjodEl ro b? dtc nraet foDq3 !o tlt clc rad ro eyj*l fIfu o oE clt I

nrdrirrit uLiEb b epForirte o roou,- O/5}.
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also reid 3o you:'Whosoewr you shatl bind uqgn- ?{3h. shsll bc -bo?"9 dso in
hcawn, and wiosocwr you sbat't loosco upon Garth-shallbclgo*F dso in.hearea"'z
you .h"U iu_d,g.. wittr iult Powcr lilce God,." rtA 1h: :.1* 3".t1"11:J$f
iand awardedl lonr pcDanc6 to sinners' they tavl Power to the cbtclse to

iniiig"t oi ro agerivate [the pcnances] to the stent they dcemed -it proper, accord'

ing-to rhc natrfr of thi aeia. The-justi6cation tE b-"sing oncl.s co1!_ud on-this

ini"rpter"tion is Uc woiO of Our tird - Tay . He -.bc Pf"rtc{! : Who said to
ttre disciolcs: ..Go and tcach all natioru. Baptia thern in thc namc - of - thc

F"tU*, 
"-"a-of 

ths Son and of the Holy Gbosr- Tcach-ttsn to obssrve all things,

whatcrcrlbavc *tt-aJyo.; 
"nO 

*no|d- I gn-with y-ou dl the days' evEa to

tbe- consurnmation of tbe 
- 

world.-x lt is obvious that - thc- Apodles. cguld

oot t* for"t* aoa it is manifcst tbat He has dcsignstcd bV ltesc words. tbosc

sho rrrc to eome afl,er tbem, snd wbo wctl to bc appointcd to tcaclt ioncad

of them. And Hc confirms this by His sayiag to thcm: 'Whtt I say to yorl I

s"y in- Af.';o Ttrerefore, the canoas of thc a1qtly^-cotlEcilt' Td [1h1 work$ of

ifl S"inUi Doaors and wisc nca, such as Abulides,t5 Fatrisrctt of Romc Basil,

liiitr"e 
"f 

C""ot"", and other pcrsons from among tbe Patriarchs of Alcrandria,

are acceptcdt . i

Sincq as rhc Aposrle Paul said, thc purposc of prcactring is limited- to faith,

and thc itropts ,pf 
'lifP 

last forever, the prcachcrs of the Gospcl ldt rhe rcs-
ponsibifitj rof stutar affain and laws to be discbarsed ia tbc €itq W -suler
i,H.fs. Sincc tbe Apostles invited rlen to gvc uP propa! eatbely' fhcy. did not
lay dowa spocific piovisioas on toans and partnerbip; and sincs.thcy invitad nen
to abstaiu. irom m"rriage, they did not lay down laws on rnarriage; -as thcy for-
bade the lorc of the iorld ind of what is io it' they did pot lay dora la*r on
trade and pro6t"a

And in promulgatiag tbc corporal aad cxtcrad rules according ro wbich -judges
Bust pass iraggeat oa meo, ttrc lposUes dcemed what vas containcd in the
Aocicnt Lai'sifiCenq that iq the Mosaic laa, ss hid dora ia iq cbapcr [of
the Scripturcsl. Thereforc Apostlc Petcr said ia the twclfth_canoa -of--thc [caooas
shich aiq sci,eoty-onc [ia oirmbcrl, 'O bretbrcn" the [HolyJ Books shall tcach you
thc remaiaing preepts; *t say to you only what bas bcco commandcd to u$"
ADd rhe Aposties rirncC their- cfiorts to tbe las of pcrfcaion aDd to that con-
pletc corcciioo of tbe intctaal spiritual dccds shieh nust bc obscnrcd by a wisc
rnau, but over whiclt [sccttarl judg.s baw lo Po,$et' such as lbc corrcctiou of
conscieocc, charaetcr aoO Oe inicrud iurpulscs whicir arisc suddenly, to the _cxclu-
sioa of shat is done witb the crreraal parrs of the bodn lndecd, rbe pcrfecrion
of maa, composed of soul aad body, in carryiag oo spiritual aad - corponl acts'
is acbievcd Uy Ois last corcction. Sioce it is the soul that lDovcs the body, rhen
tbe moviag agsst is conetcd aad pcrfccr, tbe actioos done by thc movcd objects,
that rs, thc body, str conEr" bccause it is the instnrocot of tbc soul-
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whatcwr thc chiefs -may supplcmcnt- or rcpcal is found in a chaptcr at the
end of this book. Thcy hlve all powcr in -this regard. In a subecqudat section
dealing wirh observance of thc provisions found in the qrnons, thc word of the
Fathers asscmbled at Nicaea is found and it says: -lf somebody transgrcsscs what
wc haw said abovo, hc opposcs not us but God. lle must eonsult Inc boots of
God and cramine the book of the cturch and he shdl undcrstand that God has
commandcd us in all thesc things." And from thcir canoas one can undcrstand
that cveqything contained in them was not claboratcd upoa in detail nor was it laid
down cxplicitly, sucb as that which is found in the Diviac Books aad in the
Apostolic ga[ons: if that wcre the casc, tlrc aontents of thc canons of the [Nicac-
anJ Council would be an unnecessary repetition. ln facq [rules of conductJ were
stat d [iD tbe Holy Books] implicitly and nol expressly, and later on the Council
Fathers statcd them cxplicitly so thet thcy would be understood aad opcn to evalpa-
tion,r as we said carlicr.

Such is the statc of this book and othen like it. Amoag thc books which
come later, therc are some sbich rcsemble thoce [which carneJ bcforc them.st

Wc bescech from God merc1/, concordr and help.

Koow that this book coaaias a p'refaca and two collections.$ The prcfacc
contains two parts. Wc haw dready dcah with the first parL The sccond eoumF
rates thc books and thc caoons collectcd i! this book 8trd explains thc abbrevis-
tions uscd thereio.

As for the Saered Books, the abbreviations for tbc Gospcl is G. For the Acts
of the Apoales and thc "Apostle,"3+ it is rhe same of thc respccivt euthors.
For the Epistles of Paul, the abbreviation is cither of thc DaG of the rcspcctivr
city and person to whom the Epistlc was addressed or of , some other nanl For
the Epistle to the Hebrews it is EB. For ths Episib to Tinothy it is rET. The
books of the Pentatcuch are dcsignated by two hrcrs: TA for the first book, TB
for the second, TG for thc tbir4 TD for thc fourth, asd TH for tb ffth. Tbe
lettcr which follows the sT' indicates the ordinal D'rnb of tbc book.tt

tll As-fgr thc books of the canoos, thc 6rst book is the book of tbc caaoas promul-
gated by thc Apostles whcn they assemblcd in the Cenacle of Sion gftcr the
Ascension, and after the desccnt of the Holy Ghost upo.n them, bcfore &cy went
forth to Pre?ch the Gospcl. The Melchites and the Ncsiorians had the difigtnce to
translate it from Grcck into Arabic; it is also fouad with the Jacobitcs anA Swi-
ans, shetc it is unitteo down.r With the Melchitcs the uumber of thc canins
is thirty: thc abbreviation used is ,the lerer ..ayn."

Anbic-lc*t: "[ThcCouncil,Fathersst ted thernl by rdhcd4 ro ud rnelosizios from what
ves said implicirly b rhc Holy Scripturcs" (2i9).
Arebic tcrl: "Aod such is rhe reladooship of this book..-to rhoec tbrt c*isrcd bcfore it*
(3,,9)-
Arzbic tcrt: -essinee- (ai9).
Thl b, rrvo p.tls. Gloss: '6yil and ccclcsiasricat laur. Ir b rbo rekcn to rmn tbc o|d
ud rhc New Tcsramcnts-'
Tbc Eptuths 9f rhc Apo$lcs rirb rhc crqdon of Sr- Erut.s Epi$lcs (2/tO).
Thus *frilc the |ettcr ''T- $.^ods for "Taunt' iL 'Pcatslcuctr,- tbc lcttcrs *trich follow
it (AB,G--DJ|,) corrcspond ro &e Arabic Hrcrr wblt rre cquirnhnt to l.?,3d5; b &is
oontcrr thcy urould mcel Teunt Eook I, Ttunt Book 2, cic. (j/t0).
Anbic t!rt: "tr b'-ed rld coad@ rs rn rutboritetirs rmrt bythc SyrieoJrcotrircs- (6/t0I
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Othcr canons which thc Apostlcs promulgated and sent to all the disciples

"nJ 
f"ithfrl by the hand of Clement' disciplc- of Pctcr, Princc 9f .the Apos'

tles. Thc Mctihircs and Nestorians translated them into Arabic in a single
book: with thb Melchites they arc cighty-thrcc in numbcr as they are with

thc Jacobitcs and Syrians.lt but with thc Nestorians they are - eighty-two.
as it is said in thc book of all Chrisrians compiled by the Nestorian Walda Tayb.r

The abbreviations used arc made up of four letters; the first two indicatc
tbc name of the Apostles. Thc third indicatcs the namc of tle disciplc
ifriougfr whom the dnons wcre scnt.t lt is said that the Patriarch Abba
Mikail of Damiata collcacd all thcse caopns, which a'l contained in thtee
books, and compiled them one by onc frorn the wriltlgs of -the Apostles.

No person othei than Abba Mikacl rnade such a collection-a Thc fourth

btaf indicatcs the numbcr of the book"

Thercfore, the fifst book bears the lettcr RSTfr vhich lncans "Clement
goof t-"rt' The Copts indicatc the nunrber I with "alel," the number 2
with ..bet" and so on until l0: number 20 with -kaG" numbcr 30 with
..lamed" and so on until thc cnd. The.Cops have published thc samc book in two

sepanrc books. each one of which containslhe main partof what is contained in

rhe othcr. The canons laid down in one [of the two booksJ arc scr€nty'one in
numbcr snd the abbreviation uscd is RSTB, tbat iS' "Clemcnt Book 2"'and
the canoni in thc other book are ffty'*ix, and the abbrcviation is RSTG,
that is, ..Clement Book 3." Thc contco15 of all thcsc thrcc books ase vlry
similar. but rhe number of rhcir respcctira chapter varies: one adds but
little' to thc othcrs.

The third is a book known among thc Copts as 'the Didascalia" or "thc
doctrine." The book says that the twelve APostleC Paul the choscn one,c
and Jamcs. Bishop of Jcrus.rlem. gatherd in Jerusslem to comPose it. Th.
Copts had thc diiigence to issue it and therc is nothing in it vhich is less
ttran the canons..l Moreover. pass:rgcs from thc Gospcl and the Old Tcsta-
ment are quored ia it to corroborate its contents. It is in forty-three chap
ters and iG abbreviatioa is DESQ, that is, Didsqelya (Didascaliat.

The Epistles of Peter to ClemenL lt is abbrwiated as PET, that is, Petros
(Peter).

The canons of thc first Council, hcld aftcr the [passing away of rhe] Apos'
tles. in rhe city of Ancyra. one of the cirics of Galatia. The number of
thc bishops wai twelvc- Thcy called tln Couacil as a result oJ scveral apostasies
committei py somc christiansJ at the dmc of thc pcrsccution The canons, accord-
ing to the Copts. are twenty-fitc. aod they arc indicated by the name of
the city, IEI{QORA, thar is, AnclraJ'

Ar.bic rc*t: "SFiaD Jacobitcs- (f.'ll)-

Arabic rcxr:
nom€non of lbrnr-Talyib (ltxg), ,rtd.

Hctc. Gcrncot
Ttrc abora Fssasp is obscrrre ud is tralsbtcd d *nsnt.

RS is rhc abb'reriatioo for rhe Arebic sord 'rugd,- llcattittS Apottlc. T b the rbbraiatiolt
for Clcnrant: A corrcspondS rs tfore, ro $re nunbcr l. Hcocc, '€cocot Book l'- .!d
so ir roes with RSTB ead RSTG (Sitt)-

Sca Acts 9, 15.
Arrbic Ext: "Tbse ir oothi4 iD it ther coofir:ts wilb tbc G.eost- (AfA.
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Vl The canons of thc sccond Council held in Carthage near C-acsarea-s Therc
werc fifty bishops prescnt at the Courcil and thcy enaacd founcen canons
on marriagc and pricsts: the abbreviation is QATAG, that is, Qcnagsna.
(Canhagel.

VII The canons of the third Council, nanrely, Gangra; it *as attendcd by fifteen
bishops. They werc asscrnblcd to crcommunicatc those who assertcd that
eating mcat and marriage werc unlawful. To cope with thesc and othet
similar things, they promulgated these te"nty canons. The abbreviation uscd
is GEI{ER, thar is, Gcagra (Ganera).

VllI The qrnons of the fourth Council, which was attcndcd by rbirtecn bishops.
They held a council in Antioch as'a rcsult of the hercsy of Paul of
Samosata, when be said rhat Christ was a lrerc nal. Thcy deposcd him -and
cDrcted rweatpfivt canoos on priestbood; tbc abbreviation uscd is SAf,
that is, Ansokya (Antioch).

IX The canons of the fifth Couocil, wbicb was tbc frst of the grcat Councils
(Ecumenical Councils) hcld in Ni.aca, in thc year 325 of Our Lord, tbe
ninetceath year of tbe reign of Coostantine the Grcat' first of the Christiaa
Emperors. Three hundred cigbic.n bishops, setectcd, il is sai4 from 234O
bishops, attended the Couacil. Thcy sert asscmblcd as a rcsult of thc
heresy of Arius wben he said thst tirc Soa was a creatcd beiag. Alcxander,
latripnch of Alexandria, coafroutcd hin aod owrEanc tria [ia argumcatl.
The Council supported his proposal to depose Arius aad scod him to exile.
They wrotc a book in whicb [the doctriae ofl tbe orthodox faith *as con.
tained; and afrcr the judguent agaiDst Arius they promulgatcd a great trum-

- ber of canons..t This book is ia two parts; io the first part therc arc
twenty caaons, followed by a great aunber of maxims. All agree on &is
first part; it is abbraviated s MQ, that ts, Niqya Nicaca). The sccond
part is of great use. The Melchites aad Nestorians had tbc diligencc to
translate it; it is also found with thc Jacobites aad Syriaass The aumbcr
of thc canons in it, according to the Melchitc vcrsiou, is eighty-four, with
numerous marirns attached to the anaoos. But the Melchirc vrrsion has somc
special supplemants to those caaoas; it is indicatcd as NIQYA.

The canons of the sixth Council, that ir rhe Councit of l-aodicea. The
bishops prtsent there wc"e nineteen: they hcld the Council bccausc of
Manctc and other men of falsehood like him who pcnrcrted the faith. The
bishops enacted fifty-nine canons on priesthood. ascetic life, marriage and
other similar things. They are of great use and thcy are indicatcd as DAQ,
that is, Lodoqya (I-aodicea).

Thc caaons of the seventh Council, r'hich was attcnded by t4O bishops.
They asscmbled ia Sardica. a city of tbe Roman Empire and Palestiae,r
subsequent to the revolt of rhe Arians agarDst Athanasius, niaeteenth Patri-
arch of Alexandria, and against the Parriarchs of Antioch aod of Constan-

Arabic tcrt: (... rcfcrlcd ro by ottrcrs rs Cacserca- @.112). Guidi rep that ir ir thc
Courril of Nmcrerca of Cappado-ie (ail2).
ArebL l€xt: '...t|rcy cn ctcd craons m jud3mcos- (3/13).
Anbic tcxr: '1Syrien Jecobitcs- (5/13).
Antric tcrt: {hcy cene from rlp cornrry of rhe Grcc&s (Bfzaatiac) rod frsn Frlcsrirc
rnd garhcrcd h S.rdicz' O/13).
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t: tinoplc. As thosc Patriarchs scrc drivcn away by thc Arians. the Fathen of
thc Council rcslorcd thcm to thcir sces and promulgated twenty-one canons
on the hicrarchy of bishopsf tlrc abbrcviation is SEDEK, that is, Scrdcqya
(Sardica).

Xll The canons of Abulides,'e Patriarch of Romc' which are thirty eight in
number. The Copts had thc diligence to ttanslatc them and they arc of
grcat usc. Abba Gabriel, Patriarch of Alexandria, incorporated some of them
in thc canons he collected and the abbrcviation uscd is BADAS, that is,
Abulides (Hippolnus).

Xllt The canoos of St. Basil thc GreaL Bishop of Caesarea, on priesr, ascetic
life, marriage and similar things They are obscrvcd by thc Copts and the
Mclchites: nt"y * t60 in numbcr. Tfuy an of grat usc and are abbrel
viared as BAS, that is, Basilios (Basil). Somc passagcs taken from his rvTi-
tings on ascetic life arc included in the chaptcr oD tnonks,$ and the
abbreviation used is also BAS ,

Xlv The canons known as thc Canons of tbe Kiogs and containing sccular pro-
visions. lt is said that they art four books collectcd for tbe kiags'usc and
cxtracted from several maxims of the Couacil of Nicaca and that they were
written alr thc Coun of the Ernperor Constastinc. Thc first book, kno*n as
Abtelis.rr"' is io fony chaptcrs" Thc Mclctritcs compiled tbem in a book,
which is very good. The abbrcviation used is TS, est ls, Tatlasat. Thcc are
130 chapters ia thc sccond [book] whieb is usd by both churcbeq that iq
thc. Coptic and the Mclchite- The book is found with the l{sslejianq ald
Abba Gabriel, Patriarch of Alexandna bas quotcd [sonc canonsJ from it at
the end of his book. It is iodicated as MAIQ that is,'[Book oll Kinp 2"t The
third book is thc one translated by the Mclchites; it cootains twenty-{even
chapters It is indicated as I|{AG, that is, *[Book o{l Kiags 3." In thesc
two books therc is little that is of use to us and littlc of it has becn
incorporated hert. The fourth book is in tbirty-five sections; section t7
comes first and scstion l2l comes last Mostofitwastakcafrosrthelassof
thc Pcntatcuch. and some of the provisions .from the New Testament. Only
a few provisions havc bccn incorporated in this work aod they are indicated
as MAGH, that is" "[Boot of theJ Kings 4." In most cases the numbering
of thc ernons in thc various versioas is diffcrent.

Jln the Fetha Nagast] therc is nothing extriacted from books other than thosc
mentioned above with the *ccptioa of [thc writiags oll thc Nuncio, Dionisius,ss
which are indicated as DA, [the works] of Gregory [of Naziazcn], indicatcd as GER,
tbose of John Chrysostom, indicatcd as HA, thosc of Chrystodulc. whose name

Anbic rc*: "... o! the rppoinrncot eod provisions refrdint birhops" (2/la).
St. Hippolyttrr,
(ltapct X io this book.
A{lraLat r A{I.D{L4+ r 'Abtelis. Abtelisat " is e dinonioo of ftc Grcck u,ord
-titloi" (t,15). A litrlc lowcr onc r:ads +?n4+ r rlarbsl" wbictr is . bencr reodition
of the Grect.
MA is rhe abbreriation for rbc Arabic "malut't ncaains liags. For tEasons *trictr erl aot
epparcnl rhc tcxr ,'tx thc lcncr K rathcr dlaa B to sifnify rhc aumbsr 2" aad for Book
of Kiags 4, MAGH n hcr than MAD. Scc nore 35 spa zd (lll5l.
Thc Arabic rrcrt s.yr th.t b@ls of cznons ottrr tlrarr tttce mtioned lrcre te quotcd vcry
rirdy. (2/lt. Thc rsm -Nuncio" dG oot er b rhc Anbic rcxq rad b a disronioo
of &c Anbic rcro for +?r?," ibd.

- t -

I
l
i
I
i
i

4t .
49.
50.
-(.1 .

T
T
J
J
J
J

I

o Crl*ecfi Parch e'r'dClnde;ll
wrnrw,et hi o pia n o rtho d ox. org

53.

rrvww,eth i o tr i a north o d ox, org



'Ct'e 
fchroPti'n ffiCiT:r*e'hrdo Cn.t"ch farch e'rrd' Clndex

wnrw.et lr i o piano rtho d ox. orq

means 'Senqnt of Christ " and who was oas of the Patriardrs of Alexandnq in-
dicated as KRESTA, and finally those of Trmothn indicatcd as TIMO. wtrln 

"canon confiicts with another. thc one moct commonly used shalt prerrait if it is in
accordance with the times and docs not ofcnd r€ason. Such a confiia ariscs bccause
of thc words uscd in interprcting the canons, whcrcas crrors .in words arc caused
by lalk of attcntion." 4Td the diligcnt rcader musr aorrBct [such errorsJ according
to shat scems elqar to him.tr The cnd of this Prcface.

The entire 6rst part fof the Fctha Nagastt consists of twcoty+wo chaptcrs on
thc dergy and thc laws of the divine scrvice. Glory bc to God, world 

- 
withour

cnd. Amen.

TINDEK TO TIIE FTRST PARTJ
The churcb aod relatcd naficrs
Thc fundamental boolcs acoeptcd tby tbe Churcbl
Baptisur aad those who cmbracc thc faith
Patriarc*rs
Bisbops
Priests
Dcacoas
Admiaistrators of tlrc Church
The clergr [ia gcncratl
Monks and nuns
Rulcs and provisions regarding laymen
Mass
The Eucharist
hayer 1
Fasting
Alms
Those appoinred to disuiburc alns
TrthcC first-fruits, vows and charitable legacies
Sundays and fcast days.
Mart!'rs, coafessors and apostates
The sick
The dead

Ead of [the index tol thc first part.
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IINDEX TO TlrE SECOND PARTI

. [aws$ govcrning seculartt m:rtters.

l:ws governing a single man deal with his pcrsonal sclf and his character'
such as his- food, Itottrin{ habitation, marriage -a1d th9 prohibition against concu'
bines- Most of the taws gJvcrning [scveral mattersl item by itern have been laid dorvn
in thc chrpter on thc riles cooLining laymen, fgr.qla{Plc. how evcry man must
behavc with his wife, his son, and 

-his 
slave. Public laws dcal witli commercial

nclotiations, litigation, and judiciat punishment for crimcs's

Tbc chaprers [of this sccond part dcaling with secutar Pattcts] arc- -twctty-ninc
[in number];' togFilo with thc chaprers of the firtt part, [the Fctha Nagast] com.
prises 6fty<ne chaptcrs.

XxIII
xxv
xxv
x)(vI
xxvll
xxvlll, "H* 

, ' t '

xxx
x)ofl
xxxu
xx)gu
xxxry
xxxv
)oo(w
xxxvll
xxxvul
xxxIx
XL
xLl
xLu
xlnl
XLIV
xLv
xLvt
xLut
XLVIII
XLIX
L
LI

I

Chaptcr Food, clothing habitations and trades
Betrotbal, dowry aad marriagc
Prohibition agaiast . colcubincs
Donatioa
Loan, guarantcc, Pledgc and mandate
Frce lola, such as clothing animals aad other things
Deposit and sinilar thiags
Mandatc
Slavery, liberty and graaumission of sliaves
Guardiaas aod the guardianship of minon' in dl their dealings
Salc, purchase, and matterr concerning them
Joint 

'ownership 
and things similrr to it 

-

Cocrcion and violeoce
Lcasc of houses and land rcnt such as *gammata"se

Construction of buildings and rclared matters
Loan
Adnission of liability
Fiuding lost things, such as animals or similar things.
The making of wilts to disposc of propcny
Suecession
Judges and those who sit with them
Kings
Provisions from the Old and the Nes Testament
The punishment of aPostates
Homicide
Thc punishment for fornication
Thc punishment of rhieves
On various other fauls
On other things in dctail

End of thc lndex.

I
I
I
I
I
T 5t.

59.

The tcrm f!|d;lq r tdrniobrration" has bcen rranslarcd ts 'lav' in thcse Passa86.
all..r@t+ r 't subr or rcnrporal lawr" in contradigirrtiott to thc Prcccding ccchsiasdcal
lar:
A disrincdoo is rnede [cre bct*ccn b*s gor*rairy rnan as a dnsh iDdividu.l, fernily law,
zod larr refardfuU e saial ttoup or a seisy GtlT).
1aU t a quaatity of crop peid by rhe fanrcr to tbc lrDdlord ls rcat (z.,tt).
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ln thc Name of God, Onc in Divinity and

Three in Persons and in Bcing

CHAITER I

rHE CHURCH AT\'D WHAT CONCERNS IT

G. A chureb is a housc of prayer.r BAS 9{. A church shall be buih oaly with
the permission of the bishop. If some ooe darcs to do otters'ise, mass shall ncrrcr
bc said in it: and if a priest dares do it, and, cclebratcs masg he shall be rcmoved
from bis ofre.

Chapters 15 and 30 of thc Didascalia cstablish thc ray in which a church
should be constructed and what [is intcrna{l arangtment should bc. lt must be
lighrcd with many lamps, in thc likeness of hearrca: espccially during the rcadiag of
verses from the Holy Bookl such as [thc Episths ofl Sr Paul, the "Apostlc,"2
thc Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel of thc Kingdom [of Hcavcnl, Dust it be
brilliantly lightcd. PET. lt shdl bc' lightd with wax and with larnps when the
bishop consecrates the Tabot3 on the dtar: during the conscsrstioa seven priests
shall be with him, and he shall make the sign [of the cross] on the Tabot with
chrism, whiclr" is the oil of happiness, as it is thc scat of God. lAftcr this has
bcen donel 'the sacred mystcries may be cclebratcd in thc church. The Gospel of
St. John thc divinC shall be rcad on the altar.

Mass shall not h cclebrated exaept when the priests with their chief and all
the deacons arc gathered to attend, so that it may be an honor and a joy. lfthe
altar breaks or is transfirred elscwhere. it shall be consecratd agar!. Tbe Tabot shall
be such that it ean be transferred from one place to anotlrer like the stone of the
children of lsraet which could be transferred from one plae to another.5 BAS 95;
BADAS 29. Thc dust which is swept from the saactuary shall bc thrown into a running
river.

RSTA 2& No man shall trade6 in conscsrated objects belonging to a church,
such as vessels made either of gold or of silver. for it would be a tra$gression of
the law. lf one does so, he shall be driven away frop the churctr" after being
punishcd.

RSTA 59. Tbe bishop shall say mass in his housc if infidels prevail agaid
over the Christians and prevent them from going to cburch. If they anr unable to

LL 19,46.
Scc rhe Hecc. n. 3f.
ln thc Old Tcsrenrrrt. y'Ot , rncans the Ark of tbc Corqranr: in thc eborc Gottcit,
ho*crct ir cormorcs the rccangular abh of wood pleccd oo rlrc alrar lalgartojlr)'
on *{ridr mass b celcbntcd. ln r wi&r :cnsc l0t r abo nrcaru "llnr.-
^tlh? r "dirirr,- rnay also be intcrpracd as "rhcoloCian * ID fact. St. John is frequcotly
callcd Frlrlli t tlrHi r 'tohn rhc Theologien"
Thc Ark of rhc Corcnant coonircd teo stoDc rablas oa sbirt the Tco Coluneodmtr rqe
inscribd. c!: FOEFNM 3L3. :
Antric tcrt: "No one 6r8y usc [coasccrarcd obi-tsl io bis horrss' (2/20).
4lo t 'tFb,- b oot formd in rlp Arebic rcrr (3i20).
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gathcr in a housc or in a church. each one shall_say_-thc psakns,- rcad. and pray
il,tnc at rhe placc where hc finds himsclf. DAQ 5& [n normal times] mass shall
n6t bc cclebrated in the house of the bishop nor in the house of a mcmbcr of thc
faithful, bur only in a consecrated church. GENER 7. r*hoever trespasscs against
thc church and does in his house things which should bc done nowherc else but
in church. shall bc excommunicated.

BADAS 29. No one shatt suy [to qrrry on a con\crsatio{ 1t the placc where the
alUr is locatcd; onc, 1nay stay thef" only to pray and worship bcforc the altar.t 19. No
one but priests may entcr thelhce wherc the altar is locatd to rcccive the Holy Eucharist
DAQ 2d, No oni may inviic others to sit !13 trDqlst or to e8t in thc housc of
God, and in His saintly Tabote QORONTOS 14 Do not profanc the church-of
God by drinkiag and eating inside it and do Dot humiliate-those who havc nothing
to Gat-o'r driak-by geuing-diunk wbile thcy stay -bungry.to DAQ atL Womea arc'
not allowcd to cnicr-the sanctuaryrl nor to pray in il

G. Vcndors and money.changers may not trade in thc church.r2 ITESQ UL The
doors of the church shall be guardcd so that infidels and Christians who are cxclud-
cd from rccciving thc Holy Mystcrics Ea.y ,sot eatcr it"

i i , r '

9 .

t0.
i l .
t2.

t. Arabic tcxt: "Oac shrll ruy ...to pray end for no othcr purposc, and oneshaltwotstrip ia
froar of rhc dr.I" (5/20).
'Tbc housc of God" is the errcrral pan of the chursb surrounded by an eoclosurc:
"rhc holy Tebot" is rbc inrcrael pen of rnc cburch O/20).
I C,or. l!, 22, 21,
The bner pen of l}le drurch in *irich rhc drer b placcd.
t"j'
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I

J-t-
CITAPTER U

TTIE DTVINE B(X)TS WHICH MI,'ST BE ACCEPTED BY
THE HOLY CHT,JBCTI AND WHICH ANE EIGHTY.ONE IN NUMBER

BSTA tl; RSIB 55 Tbe [Sacredl Boots scc.ptcd by the faitbful in rhe church
[are]: Thc boots of thc Old Tcsiarncot, tbat io, Tb Lsw (Pcotatsuch] 0vt bools;
boc book of Joshu4 the son of Nun: tbc book of Jlrdgps; thc bool of Ruth;
tbc boitt of Judith; .the books of the Kiags, forn in nunbcr, of wbicb tbc first
asd tbc rccond fotn ooc book 8rd sirtril8dy the third rod,thc fourth fo'tzr aoothr
boot: two [boots oflParaliponeaoo; tso boob of raqh thc scribc; thc . bool of
Estber; the book of Tobias; Machabees, tso bqots; thc book of Job; the Psalns
of David, onc book; fivc booLs of tbc Widorn of Solosron, thst r$ Proverbs,
@bclcqt the Songof Songs, widon2 lPidon of Sagod; sirtcco books of tbe
Prophets, of whom the grcatcr oaes arc four, aarncln Is"i'b, Jcrcnisb Ezckiel rnd
Deaiel, and the lesser ones are twelvt, to wit, Hosc8, Ano6, Mic8h, JoeL Obsdish,
Joaah, Nahurn, Habakkuk, Zcphauiah, .HatFi, Zcchsrhh and Malachi. Bcsidcs tbcs,e
ttrcre are rhc Wisdom of Jesus, thc son of Siracb, for tbc cducatioa of bop and
also the book of Joscph the Koryoa, shie.h is [anothcrJ boot of Mscbsbccs,.

The bopks of the New Testamcot sre: Thc four Evaagelisils, tbc Prcac,bcrs,
Matlheq Mirk, Luke, and John; onc boot of thc Acrs of:tbc Apostlcs: tbc book
of the Apostles,t that is, tbe scvea epistlcs of which two src Ectcr'l thrcc John
the Evangelist's, one James', and oac Jude's; thc book of Paul [contaiaiogl fourtccn
epistlcs; and the book of the Apocallgcc of John the Evangelisl Thcsc rrt tbc
lass that'wc have irrposcd u-!on you. RSTA 55; BSTB fl.r If someone iD or&r
ic' deceive' the people, takcs a falsc bool uittea by apostatcs ead introdsccs it in
thc Church of thc Holy God as a genuine book of God, bc shall bc crpclld.
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E*ircc.
l|Hl r Enint 'trLdoc\- corrcrD@& to Cbrpcrr 25-S in tb boo& d Provsb Ql/2tI
."On t O:tC I ms'ar '9ildoo of Eltpr- cotr:rDoadl, rsdial !o GddL lo 6rP!.t 30
b tbe book of hovcrbs lad tbc W.qdotrr (Sfiqrdi) 0/2t! Tb rc lrfpr L r cclgtio
d rbc lliblicd A$s, ll'w. tO, l.
Gbrl: 'Ilireory of tbc ,crr -

SE lb Freficc, s 3a.
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CIIAITER IU

BAPTISMANDT}|osEwHoEMBnACETt|EFAITHI

Mcn aad somgn' childrcn and the agcd, nust tll F baptizcd' for Our Lor-d-

*y-ii. 5.-pt"ir.diar"i53iot G.-..Unilss 8 rnan is born aFin of satcr and of

G'ff"fy 
-Cdoat, 

fc ca"ioi-entsr into the Kingdon o-f God.'n He also said to

;ii iii*doi-;bJ *a tca.rr-"tt n"tio"sr--bpd thcm in thc aame of tbc Fatlrer

"aA 
of tfc Son end of the Holy Ghosl"! |

Aad thc canons enaacd for this Ptlfpoec arc: DESQ 2tr only 
"- 

uirt op o, I

priilil"fi'tpfr;; O.-a..-* shalt,ass1st thcnr. PET 4 No one shall aocept 8

ifU. to U"pri"" 
"irgttto, 

-oot 
shall anyoe setl for_a_pricc ,!9- ef, of th9 floly

ciost. bEsitzn wbnii.t"tl:not bairLc soyo-q1 f$--r* lf someorrc is bar
dr"d- by f.dd_ f. ir-"ot 

" 
111.o5ct if tnc iaithful. DESQ 3l; ltnQYA 4 M*

sfail a6t *and is eodf.thert to soncn nor shqll wonro land as godmother to

;;;, ;;, tfr. *l*-i[aU slana rc tbe malcs, and thc femdes to thc fernales'

nSTB 3{ Baptism shatl bc admiuistcrcd a! a ru1aing. strcam or in watcr that

r*t-io-tt bapihcry; i" -* of aeccssiqr. ge-w'aF drawn elsewher:' sball bc

port a i"t" 15;'baed;r'''. DESa_ g;.ROIrG & Our inmcrsio in-*zt6 synbolia
-our 

association witi tre OeaO oi Ctr;st, and our coming -oqt of. thc -*atcr qtm'

b.li"* our rcsurlcctioi *iO Him.' BAS iln If thc ry"iryd qryntily of waler' that

is, aough *"tct to 
"o'"er, 

-ift 
foa of thc one who it tq F -baptized' 

js.nbt

"nif"Ufj 
three haadfuls of *atcr shall be taken, and his bead sbdl bc sashed in

the aamc of the TriDitY.

GER. And he who cao rcccivs baptism, when the tirnc to rcccive this privilcge

adves, 
-s6"U 

aot defcr it untit tomotrow,t One shalt oot &lay baptism to -rv"it
i; G 

"u.iog 
of pareats or fricads, nor proc&astiqatc o.n atcount of some dres

of, shich onJ *aa-t* to naki show. Nonc shou{ wait for the comhg of- thc

tauiarctr, tte maropolitan, ttre bishop- or a [spcei6cJ ryrest to adrniniScr the bap

iiir; oit.t, [one sf,outd wait] onty ifor a ririnistcrl who is cntitled to administcr

ifri tcl'.-*t'of baptism, since thi iower of baptism is -one a3q cqgal. tVhat is

;q"it"d-i;iirs projer aaministration'is ibat the- g-r-tcst vho baptizcst not- alien

io'tfrr church, that is" a heretic, or one whose rcbcllion is ootorious. The rich man

it"tt oot rcfirsc to be baptiz:d together with the Poor' aot a master with a slavt

1STB 31. They shall be undressed aad the babies 
"b"4 

bc baptizad first; thocc

who caa Alk sbali spcak themsclves; but if thel a|l - sl:h that thcy cannot talk,

thc parcars or so6e'rclatiw shalt spcak oa thcir bchlf. Aflct [tbe babiesl' tb3

l. Tbc de ildic|lt thrt..bprilr-rrfc6 to the rho ttB qlPdtcd ontbe f6tidhdeyrftcr
Urar-tfO, -fifc O. *or4r,'..rhorc *tro cnbreccthcfrhh,"nferrofbo-rfto 3r beptizrd

lrsE b ffc.
2 .  J o . 3 , 5 .
3. ML 23, 19,
1. Rm- 6 r.
S. Antlic rcrt: .{Ybologvlr cea bc hptiad rodry rad tciicvc rnct r fnet bcacfit $rn Et

Foq:.sdurrt orrr bb b.Ptiro" (3/23)"
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rrca 3hall bc baptizcd rnd tbco tbe wornco,' ri& tbefu bair uaticd rnd witbout
*rariag any gold- ornaneots on tbcir baads;t !o oac rhall *lar uything whea hc
is inmerscd in the PEtEr.

BADAS 19. Thosc wtro arc baptizcd sball wash tbcnselrts wi& watcr on tbe
fifth day of the [HoM Wcel! aod shall c8t; thcy sb.ll fast_ on lthe Holyl Friday.
lf a woman is meostnrating she shall weit until dq is pura Oo [&e Holyl Satur&y,
the bisbop shall gathcr thosc who 8rc to bc baptizcd 8nd comrnlnd thcor to turn
thcir heads toward tbe cast; hc shall crtcod his hsrd ortr tbcm rnd pray. Aftcr
hc has nadcrtbco sscar thcir rcsunciation [of tbe dwill, hc$8ll blos oa thcir
faccs aad nale thc sign of thc croes on thcir mcobcrgr ry &at th.y q"y bo
diligcnt in every saiatly :tring ald praFr. At catcow, thcy she{ E - pt"*d
tbe watcr of the bdtisc|}', and thc bisbop rbrll praf or:r tbe blcsscd oil, by
which thc oath lrcnoiracing thc datill is rsora- Hc "helt grc it to r- Pricst, rbo
sitl staad u hia kft 16d- prsy ovcr tb Ucasd oil whicb is tbc oil of tbanLs-
gviog. Thm, he shall girc it to anothcr Pticst a6d tnsls hin stsnd et his rigbr
The bne who is being bapti&d sball turn bis facc fron tbc drst o thc wtst and
sball dcoy thc dcvil.- f 6ca sbell ate hfu rigbt bro{ aDd sbdl turn his facc
casturards, to*ards the vatrr; bcforc acppiag into tb: !*alc:r, he sball confess thet
he is a belietrr ia thr Fathcr, io the Sot and i! thc Hoty Gboel

Thus dl shalt be baptizc4 eod tbea tbcy rbslt reccive thc Eucherist; tbey, rs
sell as thosc who fastcd togctbcr with tbcn ro shsll tastc nothiog bcforc l.ting
the Holy Mystcry. But ct tbc cld of tlp -''.s tbcy Ery c8t rthat thcy wish.
BAS 1115. f$ey sball rccciv€ thc Errchadst bcfore otbcc people do.

GLOSS I, from the crnons: A dcrnrnao rfio brs r tol 4nd ooc
year or morc and docs aot hsvr birn bsptbcd rbstl be forbiddca to pcrforur
his priestly scwice; a lapran cfro omits to do this rhall bc crpellcd [eod
preventedl from recciving tbe Eucbarisc until h bas tis so,n baptizcd-

QATAG 6. Pregnant wo6co sbell not bc preveatcd fron bcing baptized wheo-
evcr they wish. Thc baptrsul shall aot bcoett both tbe nothcr ead thc [uaboral
child, for cwry pcnson urust profcs his faitb ildividu8tly.

GLOSS II: An edditiond caloo says tbat if it is fcsrd tb.t s child
sitt die bcfore the purificalion of his notbcr fron tbc blood of cosfine-

. meut, hc shall bc brought to church by aaotber Fson and baptizd

DESQ 3. The bishop shall anoint tbe hcad of the wonaa aod thc deaconess
shall aaoint the remaiaing pan of rbc body, bccausc it is not propcr for a nan
to look at the nakedoess of a wooaa. Ia tbe Coptic Cburc,h this las is laid dosa
in a scparate book on baptiso"rt which is compiled from tbc caooas aad dcals
only rith Christian baptism aad with tbe praycrs which are uscd io it E8ptiso

Ib thc goscr rhc 'btics' erc [lcocd to thc rstrb rtro roonnccd thc ffi of Our Lord,
tlE "nE ro dr drcgha& rtro hrd thc raooumt fiErt, lad tbc'.rml to tbc
Ap6b.
Anbic rcn: 'TbGy dtdl 9nr id<tc dE 1old orD.trsa 6ct rter' C2l24).
Tbrt ir llob Thundry.
erm r AQrtrc r 'fu rhrlt netc rbc dF of tbc crrr oo tbir oanrbcr:,' b rbo
t*c8 to ma llottfo? I pltl r "bc rbdl uooiDt $cn bodir' DOgryt O-a
Tbrt il, tbc fedpucas.
Antric td: "lo thc Csptic Aurr6 e p|l boo& oa rb rdnidrrntio of bptb rrs
cosild- (l/2O
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b to be rdmioistcrrd rccording to thet boot ud oDG nttst obcffrc its rulcr rctuPu'
budnn

ISTA {3. Thc cooduct of tbc PGtsoD rbo ic prtpriag hinrlf to bc brytitcd
tbdl be cramincd. BADAS 9. Duriag tbc iastnrCion g!9D to Socc rAo -rrc- PryFt'
ia8 for bptiso, orc rb{l inquira:ebout thcit tits W as^liag- tbgt -if tbcy bart
diac good- dcfd& ADd if tboec wbo havt brou-gbt q.. fq beptisnl-tcslifi -tbrt
lbcy firr don to, rbey $stl bc dlorrcd to bclr thc rod of tbc Gospel flon
tbc- &y &cy rre troqfu Aad wbco tbc- dey of tbcir hPtiso rrrirt+ tbe birhop
$rtr;!tc iU ftc dta-crra f'rcrr,tt o*by^ oDq ro-b. T.Itoov that&occ to bc
Uptizra rrc pur3; if orc ir foqDd ad to bc- Pmc'- F- +.[ E rcpqrqd- fron tbe
otrictr rnd rejc.tA bccrur bc brr aot bcrrd th [divincl losd ritb fritb-
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12. Al|E ra,: {a ltb rddbr5oo d bpdal A bot - !o b r^rhGd b' Q,{8-
t3. Anb F?: "...t3 U$op &dt Erlc .ri c d 6.8 d OtI).
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CHAPTER IV

PATRTARCflS

Most of the provisions dcaling with bishops bold good for patriarcbs as wcll,
becausc the latter are callcd tbe grcat atrd thc first amoog the bishopc or, ia other
canons, tbe chiefs of thc bishops. This chaptcr is divided into two Frts: [one is]
takcD from [various] books aad [tbe other is anivrd atJ by rcasoning.

Prrt f, lulcol frou [rrriousJ bools

Fatriarcbs are thc successors of Christ aod His Apocttcs to whon Christ said:
"He that receives you rcceives Mc."t And the po*rr of a patriarch ovst Christians
is likc tbc princcdom of Moses orrcr tbc lsraelitcs. Tbe Council of the Saintly
[Fathcrs of NicaeaJ, NIQYA lL cornmaaded that thcrc nust bc oaly foru patriarchs io
thc world [at one timeJ, Iike tbe forr books of thc Gospcl tbc four rivcrs,2 tbe
four orders of the world,, thc four dircctions of tbe woEl4. tbc four wisds, 8nd
the four elemeats of creation.t Thc chicf, aad prince arnoog thcn must be the onc
who occupies the sce of Peter, [that is, the scc] of Rorc, in acsordance with what
thc Apostles commanded. After hisr comes the ooc who occupics [thc sec ofj Ahx-
aadri4 the g;94t, which is the sce of Mark- Thc third patriarch is thc ooe sho
occupies [the'$le o{J Ephcsuso the see of John the Thologias, and the fourth is
the one who occupies thc sce of Antioch, which is dso tbc sce of Pcter. Tbe
bishops are spread [orar the worldJ, each uader the authority of [one o{l thesc
four patriarchs.

F:ch meuopolitan of thc grcat cities shatl consccratc the bishops of the proviacc
uoder his jurisdiction. but noae of his bishops Eay coosecra,te bim as mctropolitaa"
bccausc he is superior to them. Each ooc shall restrict bimself to his juridicion
and no one shall usurp thc iurisdiction of another. The council sball cxconnunicatc
whosoever transgfcsscs this ;aw laid down by u.

3& The Patriarchate of Ephesus shall pass to the impcriat city [of Cosstantioo-
pleJ, so that it Eay h an honor to thc kiags and tbe priess togsther.6 Tbe bishop
of Ephesus shall bc respecicd, and shall Bot be dcspiscii becausc the patriarchd
dignity which hc had has been taken away from him. Hc shall bc bonored witb
the g:rcat name of Kotolika,T which is a name givca to chiefs. He wbo occnpies
the sce of Tbessalonica shall be honored because he desewes ir Thc Bishop of

Mt. 10, {o.
Thc four rivcrs of rhe crrrhly parad&c, Gcn. 2, l0 tr
Thrt ir rhe forr saroo$
Thc fonr cerdbel poins.
Thcrc four dcmcag rrc l*ltlf\4+lerf-lo3,*t 'lir,-'ttrc,- \rrter,- ud .arttr."
Cf. FOEFNM 5O-3. Anbb t&n: "four lile tlrc Eva4rlins, thc rirrrs, thc wiods eod lh.
clenats- G.l27r.
Morc preiscly, "ro tbrt it (Coosrentioople) mey bc thc pridc of thc tiqdooo .sd thc prilsf
boo4-
Thir tidc, dcdvcd fro6 lh. Gtet. tztlolicos, crrtics ri& ir th booos drr io ptriercrr
h$ Dot thc ao'rtr:-
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Jcrusalem shall not be subjcct to anothcr bishoP; talhcf,, hc -sball bc .cralted and
honored, becausc hc is apiointed ovtr thc Holy Clty and bccausc the Cross of
Our t-oid Jesus Christ and'$e. placc of His rcsunGction atl in his hands.

Honor is also due to rhc bishop who occupio $9 - scc of Baghdad. thst is'

Scleucia, which is.in the east and is catlcd the city of Mcdyara.. Hc also shall bc
f,on"t O with the namc of chief, and, as of aow, shall be pcrmitted- to- consccratc

-"uopotiuo1 just as thc patriarchs do. Fbir isl to spare the Orientals tbe ncccssity

oi g"ing ro 
'6c 

Patriarch of Antioch and returqing from hirr. Thc Patriarch of

enti-ocn-fras indccd given his coascnt to this" as bc *as rcqucsted by tE Council

nor to rcgrct the ficr *rar jurisdiaion orrer tbc cast sas taken away from him.

ff,. Coofdl reqrlestrd this io bring pcacc to th3 Christiaqs of Pcqia. 39. If it

becomcs aeccssary for the bishops io 
-hold 

a, council in- ^Roman tcrritory, and if

if,. 
-titufai 

of Seliucia knowa as rhe city of Baghda4 whiclr 'o=s -ori'Ea1y callcd

Sit"; ;d Fs abq IrleOyam today. panicipatcs F.o F councift he sball, a5iry

thc scssion,'bc mori cxalid and honbrcd t_tr- qtt tbc^orbcr 9*ro4o.tita1s.of the

io-"o EJpirc. becausc hc bears the tith of parialctt in ttp East;.-his. chair shall

* *t se"cnth in ranh next to the Bishop of Jerusalcrn. Thc council shall eteom'

;;;; anyonc who iransgrcsscs this rula aO Thc- 3rcat couocil 9"y. not a"semble

"i 
S"t.u.ia io promulgatc i-aws without tlrc pennissiga oI tbe patdarch of A,ntioctt,

b.*"*, 
"ftU",i'gf, 

thc- Oricntals' cbid bss thc ry! ol f-"t"S bccausc he bas

asked ro bcconc Oi-.q"d;I"f othcr patriarchsJl the gFeq!8ls' howcrcr, -do aot
have the Dowr to loosci and to bind ihc taw of the Cburch" to 8dd -to it or to

i.p".f texistinC hwsJ of their own desire. Ia ererythiag thcy are subject to the

supcriors aad the asscmbly of patriardts,

GLOSS IU: Aficr this sessioa, tbe Patriarchatc of Epbesus was gitcn to
ttrc 

tone who occupies thc scc of Consantinopll Yb9- was placcd second
in raali aad was tiird afar the Patriarch of Alerandric,t

42. As fgr the Ethiopiaas, a patriarcb shall not bc appoiatcd fron among tbcir
tearacd mcn. oor e"a tiey appoiot one by thcir oso -will. Thefu roctropolitan is
subject ro the holder of 

-the' -scc 
of Alexaadrie wb9 is- e-ntided to appoint over

their a ehief *bo hails from his region and is uodcr his juridictioa. Aud when the
r"id ;;1.ttopolitan is appointc4 with-the titlc givca-to rbechid,ro be-is a9t psttnitted

ro coosccrite other miiropolitaas as tbe olhcr patriarchs do. Hc- shall only - be bonor-
ed with the name of patiiarch, witbout cnjonng the powcr of a-parriarch. And if
it bicomes necessary tl trotd a couacil in Roman tctritory aad if tbc me_tr_opolitaa
of Erhiopia bfes iarr, he shalt bc scarcd eightb.- Dexl - tg the titular of Sclcucia,
vhich is'one of thc citics within the boundaries in which Babylon. Iraq aod the
kingdom of Sabur arc found. ffhc mcuopolitan of Ethiopia comes in rank aftcr
rhai of Seleucia] bccause the latrer is pcrmitted to coDsecnarc bishops - for his own
counrr1r, bur nci-ther is penhined to bc appoiated by the vill of tbe bishops [undcr
his jurisdictionJ.

4{. The patriarch shall watch owr all vork doae and orders made by- hb
urctropolitans ind bishops in the countries owr whicb they are ap'poiotcd. If bc

t .

9 .

lr ms dccidcd th.t hc would bc rhc nornbrl pcrr of othcr prrirrcbs bu rher bc rould
nor bc rtgd sith tbcir po*tr (t/29).
ln rhc rcaria3 rrr.116110r. thc fir$ scat (et thc cratcr) !!s 1tvcq ro rlrc Prrriudl of Romc.
nc nltrirrt*r of elcreaOrir *zs scatcd ro bb ridrttDd dtlt of Coasuotinoglc ro his left.
Thc bncr rns plrccd'.s.cond in nnt- constins froo lhc Fatcr t9 rhc lcft, bur wilh rls-
p.ct ro trof bc ct51c rfrcr thc htdl3sb of lcxuCra, errd rtg pleced third (3/29).

Tbtt i:, kotlolicos, te t- 1 mptz.
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discovers something improper, hc sball - chryp it :"9 F"F it conforn witb what

;;;;-pt;;; J" f,ii,'"ii*- i" r rirc *re farlcr of -all -[mctropolitans and bishopsl.
aad they arc hrs 

"triiOtco. 
Thc metropolitan -appointcd over tbc bishopc sball bc

[oio,"J'r, oe .raei'uiili.i"pponao' ovcr bii-brothets, and must bc obcycd so
;;;-ii, lur ano "iiii6i'atio'J 

*itt bc good..e *.t19' t his power' is.likc
ffit5o oro u, chitdren. And as a parrilrctt has authority and PoYer ovtr. thosc

who arc undcr him, so atso thc titular of Rorle has porFr over ell othcr paliarchs'

bccagse he is thc 
"fr1.f, "r 

*.r iA.t, wh;- hed po"'ir ov'or dl Chtistian chicfs and

thc comraunity of 
'E[titti"n--..ott 'ia 

his capacity as the Vicar of Christ' Our

lorr4 upoo His people and His churchcs.

{!L Thc bishops of ev:-ty city sbslt gathcr with rhcir netropolital $T t y3t

to cxarnine with hin what is to b ohrl aod to sce him' so tln! whg the

ardble &y [of judgDestl sni]€$ qty.6 tirc- e vali! rycouat 
of the oFcc- to

whicb tbey r!!e 
"pFiotiO--fC 

if"a 
-dtiLtli' 

thc- nctropolitans 8!d thc bishops

shalt gather with their patriarch -* 
" 

dl'13ttt i"dtb of thc Israclitcs ttscd

to report thcir diftcultics to Moecs"

nSTA'!. The election of a patriarc,h sbalt tale place only in the-prcscncc of

dr Hffp."*J-,i" tDetropoli'-!, $; it 6t at 'l'Usfop. if Ocre is a dispute

about his elegtion. it shall bc sctlld in''a&rOane wftb t|rc advie of the E jority

of thco,rr aod the one who is fit shall b" 
"ip"l"t 

a- ortr tbcm- I\trQYA- 37' .Esch
citv and villaee, tie oi"n ff, *dgf the jGtAi,iioo of tbc patriarcn sball bc ollig"-

ili;;;'.;;-dft;* t" in, p"u.r"t-ia-prop"nioa tayb.t thc city or village
-r 

"fE-J 
t";;;, and that ofreting shall-bc scot to bin e6ry-Far' to bc a

hctp to him. Failurc to obscwe tfrJ pro"l*oa-"f Ut cbapcr dc aot cotail

ercommunication.

{9. {bc metropolitan aad his bisbops .aT -not atlourcd to inquire into thc

guilt of a bisbop uadcr the metropolit 
";rj*itaiA"o.-Nor-,caa 

they iu.dryhim"aor
;"*pt his repentance, without lcarc of ,h;;*"t"hls aod without his knowlcdge
aud cornnand. stl. NL cbargc brought 

"g"iki;p4ri"t 
U by one of the mctropo['

taas under his jurisdiaion shatl Ue acccft;ld. Ot, if a^patriarct i"-Pl,yil:*
onno, po pt.i.r.a.g itAi 13fi pfa".t'*f..t'one of'fris thrce fcllow patriarchs

akes part in thc acc-usation aad ia t* i"q"n y 
-into 

tL Datt3r. No ooe of thc

tnree iauarchs may authorizc anotlrcr accriscr' [to proccd] aqinl t-t -**
patriarih, nor shall [any of the threet suppon ao icsuscr without the autbonzauon
6f 

" 
f.no* patriarch'arid without inqirmJi ftiur*tf iotg thc mattcr as said carlier'tc

51. No patriarch. -.u"p.iiitat,- oi-Ui-tft-o-p-l;;i6w; io- toosco what anothq [qf
cqual rankt has donc cxi:pt after the unlr't-otttl: but ',he parriarch is -pcrmincd'
aiter haviag inquired ioto the matter, ;; i;; what [metiopolitans or bishopsl

I

{

r
r
r
t
l-
I

t
I

Accordiog ro rhe gloss, ..cuisrLn chicfs' srends for ..Apctlcs,- end '€uilrirD urco- for

th rvcnry'licciPh
Anbic trrt: "...to enmirc st r tnrrsr tc crrniocd' (a/30).
Arzbic t st: "...rhc raejority of rhcnr aod of tbqc ots dprn hc b to bc eppoinred"
(r/3r).
Oeh+ | coatrolsr "titlg-
Arabc tcrr: "...rnl€s tbc prrirrdr is sith tbn" (2/31).
Al.bic lcrt : "An eccusetioo broudrr rgiDst r p.tsiardt by r rnctropoliua rto b. undcr
his jrui:dicrioo shell aot be eegtcd, rmbs anothcr Ftriat€i, hb brotbct, atgpory tDc |c'
srstriou rnd thcy iDquirc bro {ic D.nGr. Nor rbrlt I fOo*, mclrrmotitra dlon' tbc rccrs'
bf cooeoliuo 

- 
ro io srdr e rhra3 6 rrpgott ttc dt rSs withoui rskios the-- pcrabsioD

of uothcr p.tri.r!tt, rad wirhout ioqrdirs inro rlr nlrrer in rhc ars DrEiHl lFve"
(2l3rr.

- 1 9 -
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havr donc, if hc deems that so doing is good, for hc is the msster of the housc,
honored abovc them and ovcr all.

?5. When a metropolitan appoins a bishop, hc shall send a cborcpiscopus wirh
him.r? so that hc may introduce him into his city and his church and cnlhrone
him on the first day hc occupies his sce. Aftcr the bishop dwclls in his city for
three months. he shall go to lhc rnetropolitanrt to visit and grect him, aad the
metropolitan shall command the chorepiscopus or the archpriest or the archdeacon
to tcst thc bishop on the laws of bishops and sce if he has fulfilled all thesc
prescriptions. lf they find that hc has ful$ obsencd thcnr, then the metropoliran
shall ratify his appointment and shall giw him pourcr to nrle orcr his dioccsc:
thenceforth, his oiders shatl be obsenad. The metr6pofitans must do the samc: wirh
thcir patriatrhs. Woc to him who tr&nsgressas this provision; tlrc council will

"tt"f*f; 
T ooroo who is under tbe jurisdietioa of a metropolioo ,r,]

ask permission [dircctlyJ from the patriarch in any mattcr, but shall do rc only
with the'permission of his metropolitaa and aftcr informing him of ir No metropo-
titan or bishop shall attcrnpt to sce the king without tbe pcrnission of tbc patriarch.
The council will ercommunicatc anyone Vho transgrcsscs this. RSTG 25. The bishops
of . every country must know their chicfi, aad nust accept him as their superior.
They shall not do anything, eithcr grcat or litttc, exccpt sith his advice. Nor may
their chief do ?py importaot thiag without the advice of all his bistops; thus they
shall remain in' full accord.

Prrt II, lrrrivcd rtJ by rcesolriog.

The patiarchaG stands in the place of Christ in the world, to prcserve the
faith and to rule the faitbful in accordancc with spiritual la*:. Aad the patriarch's
appointmeag which helps to pr€scne the preccpts [of the CtrurchJ, is imposcd oD
the faithful and binding oa atl of theo. This is sho*a by law aod ctrstom. The
first is evidentJ from shat is laid dowa [in the prcceding canoas].re The second
[is also evidenl] becausc it is a natural custom' of inalligsnt pc?soDs to look for a
teacher to lcad theo to kaowledge of the *zy of justice and doing geod. flhcyl
go fonh to a chief who will prohibit them frour doiag irjustice and adjudicarc the
quarrcls and enmity which may be among them.

If oae who is worthy is appointcd, then thc law is fulfilled. And thosc who
choose him must, in particular, choose a clricf for the pcople.a The rcquiremeots
applicable to thosc who choose are of three kiads The first is the knowledge of
uprightocss which has beea mentioaed in the chapter on witaesses. The sccond is
intclligenee, through which they can know well wbo is worthy of this oftcc.2r Thc
third is that they Eust bar,e prudeace and sidom, to lead thcnr to choosc that
Persou, vhoever be rf who 'is the Dost suitable person for the time. ffbis isJ tbc

ha r LLft r llJt r '.drorqtLscoptg," bcloatrag ro tic drss of ?tyt? r J:lJt r lli* r
EpLroli anaorcs (Cf. Dillneqn. Itxicoa &,?.c A.rtiqie, c. 805).
Ar*is r.rt: .'... thc occopoliuo sball 3o to virir biE (tbc bbtropl- @/32).
Anbic tcrt: "Tbe frst poiat (thc bw) is lnade ctcar] by r68t b d€att with prceiqrstf
(3/33).
Arabic tcxt: "lf orc *tro is rncrirqious b vcsrcd [*itb petrianLrt di3aityl, tbc prcccpt [rcr-gdinS tbc rgpoinurcor of rbc prirrdrj b frrElbd; if oot" tbc dcstotr aus ctocc" C1ft.
Or, rccording to FOEFNM s}t, "tbc tmd b r dqrcc of cdrstio by slrab &:y cea
tnos wbctbcr tbc caldidetr b a lcencd nra--

t

t 7 .
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t9.

20.

21 .

I
I
I
I
I
I

I

- ? o -

'Cfo 
€rt-ropl.l..n C'n-cr,oao7 Cerue,hrdo Chr-rnch paich e.r,d (-incier<

www.eth i o pi a north o d ox. org



f"Oo Cn.rt-ch faich ernd Clnde;t
o o i a n o r t h o d o x .

can nrlc ard show [thcm tbc true wayt.a

As fot the qualificatioas rcquircd of tbc onc who is worthy of rhc patriarclgl
rank, lbcy ate of two kiads. The 6rst ere taten from the books end are mcntioncd
ia &c first chaprcr -on bishopa. ffhc recoadl are deduq4 by rcasoning aad thcy
arc of four L,inds: The first [two] are pcrfcct conditions of sanitn aad hcalth ol
tbosc parts of_thc body witbo'rt wlich oae csanot futfll tbc duty of a chiel, namely,
[the orgaas o{l sithq hcariag ard spcatirng tbe bssds td tbc legp. Fbc rhird] is
abgcocs of illncsscs wbicb would prcvcot tbe patri4l-rh fron associating with the
pcoplc undcr his.jurisdiction, such is $rcs:t or-teprcy.. Tb fourth is doiag good
aad giviag wise advicc, th.yilgl crpcricagc ead tbc prudcncc with which a rightcous
adni'ristration aad thc good [of &e sdniaistcrcdl arc *tll fulfillcd.a

Wbca tbc elcctot: iad nany pcrtons bcstorcd with tbe qualifications foi this
ofic$ tbcy rnust elcct oac who bas lrosre qrrclif,cttio'rt ud rtton tic pcopte arc
cagcr to obcy. tf such a person tcfuscs rod ds Dot rccqrt thc o6cc, tbey may
choosc anothcr froa anoag tben; but if tbcrc is no ons who is vottby [to replace
hinJ' he Eust scgept. If tf,cre ue two pcrsons rvto ere eqruly quslifca 

'tbe 
itacr

of rhc two sball bc c-boscn 8!d rppoist d"2r 8u rs beiag oldcr tbaa aoothcr is
Dot Mcessary rcquircmeat for clpctiol, it is lsvful etu if thc youog:r pcrson is
appointcd. If oae of them is aorc h?raed sod tb othcr fu morc cxpcricoced io
admiairtratio& thc one whom thc cxigeocics of tb tine norc g4eotly,.deoaod shall
bc cleccd as thc shephcrd [of thc faitMu$ If taowtcdgc of thc [ffo$ Books is
ia greatcr demand, because of rbc rppcarsncc of sonc baesies, thc osc who is
learscd in tllc Holy Books sball bc . appointed. If, oa tlc otbcr ban4 a wise
administration is required, one who d'ni.iits: rcll sirall be appoiotcd patriarcU. f
$cy -"rc equally quatificd ia every rcspcct aad othcrs vic to hrrc thcir s€spcErivc
fricads appoiatd rhe qucstion shall bs $ttlcd by lot oa tbc dtar. It is 

-bcttcr,

ho*evei !q choosc pcople 6tf,6 rhro thcse two, if others,rre available, bccausc thc
competitioo for the appoiutmcat tbrow: diseOit upo! tlc ioatcoders. Thc tbc tbet
therc is a Iaan of grcatcr pcrfecioa docs aot irotnO" .oae of tower rank frorr
bciug electd providcd tbat hc is pcrfcc in obicrviry rhc lanrc bccause gr€aer
pcrfectioa nalrcs ooe eligible to electioo but docs Dot asslrc tbat ooc has the
locessary rcqursmcots.

Thosc who elcct a patriarch shall elect a pcnson qfio is worthy to be a patri-
ircb, and if thcy rcfirsgu they commit a sin. Thc rank of parriarch may not bc
held by tso pessoas simultaueously ia oae sce, and if tro rre clcctcd b ooe

"ity, 
tbc apporntmcat of the oac wbo sas clcctd first sball bc rati6ed. If the

o6e is givco to [two] pcrsoas sho are [equtly] worthy, but in two diffmeot
cities, it shdl bc hdd by the ouc sho rras appoiatcd firtt is tbat plrce ia which
rbc clcctioa is crstomarily bcld. If it happcos- 

-ia 
one city tbe o6ca shdl bc hetd

by hio who was appointcd 6rst- Whcn [tro elcaioas] ate ptacc simultaneously,
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Atrbic tctt: "...tbc eloaioo of c sbo oa tct doos ?ith 6c s of tc timc rad rtro
cr! m i[s rrroh;rgarioo b &G brlc rry" (6/33).

litA I frm. thc uab lA?al I Ort L b b rfrcccd bry opca rorlr c acebatrtr,
Oanros, Lctba Ingtre Acthiopiw c. tolf.
|!qF tttn: "...[tbc sood chrrad.rl rticb bdpr to rule rlrbirlc rld to rdsrinbta rfirirl'
e/r,).
Asrtrac E!: "... ltbc oldrr] rnrU b jrro Drdcrlocc- O/3a).
AntrG r!-r: "..-. if thcy rre iadifrcrtd- @13J). Acconlinj ro tb ffq, |tG r:f,urrl rdcrs
both Eo tbc adidrrc rDd tbc dcnor:-
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both thc elcctcd shall be rcmovrd and the ehetor: must choose one of the rwo
who sas appointed first.? lf they arc equally worthy of this ofice. the ma[cr
shall bc scttlcd hy lot on the altar, and this outcome shall be reslccrcd.

lf the onc vho is vcstcd lwith this rankJ makes a statcment in his will about
it. that is, nominat$ his sucressor, his will concerning the designation of the
patriarchll office is not sufiicient. The efestion shatl be held, as would normally bc
done in tJre clase of any other [candidarcJ, and his elestion will depend on his
diligence in all. his acts, in which there rnust not bc blanc.l Thc people must
know the name. thc face, and the charac'tsr of the person who is to be appointed.
It is not rhat only one of thcm knoss hin or that only one is conccrned [to
know his name, his facc, ac.j: rather, dl the elcetor: [shall inquireJ into his charac-
ter and [the candidateJ must bc one sho is constaot in the pcrformancc of his
duties.

All shall makc ioquiries about him aod sball consider whether he meets the
following 6vc rcguircments.t Thc 6rst is tbat of kecping of the faith as it has
bcen laid down since its esrablishment and ir aocordance with rhe words of the
Apostles, the acceptcd councils and the Saiatly Fatbcrs whosc rceshiags are acceptcd
by all - kecping of the faith by uprootiig the hcrcsy of tbosc sho arc scparatcd
from faith and by puning an end to quarreh$ so that thc faith may be safe-
guarded from scandals and thc peoplc tnay b kept from falling into crror. Thc
sccosd requirem*ht is rhat of passiag judgncot witb uprigbtncss aod puttitrg aa ead
to disputcs. The third is that of giviag dooatioa to him who is worthy, without
favoring one or slighting aDother,sr and of giving it at tbe right timc. ocither
early uor latc. The fourtb is that of appoioting tbose rfro 

-arc 
*'orthy and of

gtving alms to the good aad tbc faithful.n The fifth requircoent is that of rakiag
carc of all busiaess and ad"'inistcriag the afiain hitDself.tt Ncither shdl he say
"it is advaatageous to me to authoria othcrs to qrrry out [afiairJ," Dor shdt he
attempt to dray beneEt for himsclf from aoytbiag; ueitbcr sball hc bavc tasty food,
oor dcmaod to bc the only one scncd by othcrs, for only God caa be seryed
indefinitely.x He must coasult wisc persons oa punisbmcag and judgmcots, and
confcr with prudent perons bcfore punishiag and rccroving bdorc biadiog and
loosening.

lf thc patriarch perscvercs is fulfitliag what be mrst fulfll and pcrscrercs in
teaching the precepLs, his subjccts must obey, exalt, hoDor him and accept his word
as just. lf his intclligence is affccted by sickness, but thae is a chancc that he

Arabic rcil: "..._[thc o6cc irdl bc fiwoJ ro tbc ooc of rbe t*c who is oorc rortby of
bciq elcctcd- (l/35).
Anbb rrrr: 'ADd it (thc $ll) $rtl bc ooe of tbc ih-ttr wlri6 uuy fevor thc succEsor's
dccrioB, provi&d sb.t drcrg b oo fred b tbc sill" (3/5).
Asrbic rcac '1lhc pcoplc Eust IDos rhc nm.rad ctrnctrr of thc pcrroa rgpoiad prt-
rbEh. but scc?r sbole r&o almirc [his quefifetiosf. otbcrr Dc.d'Dot tno, higr pcrroa-
dfy. EtsyboOyEu$catnrstdl .tfrfus n hin, witbout opp6iDShir!- Five ihinF rletcquircd
of him-..- (qt0.
Anbic rcxt: "... b! rrlb3 oa doubtful as- (lFl).
Anbic rcat: ".. -!o dlot pecotr to rbolc rho dcrcwc rbcor withorrt evbf rrc lrudt or
rco lirle' O,,37).
Arabic tcrf : .... -tod tO CIETlil rlnrr to pctlori sho ttC eble Ud tru$Gd rdhintt!2lolErr
(3ltrr.
AnbL tcru "...to dcrl ?i$ trqDcttl tbbfr ed lo c:rrailc, by bbscf, rDccbl cerrs- OX)
Anbic rat: "He rbdl Dot dcvotc binsdf ro ?ostt of pLty, rad o dcroriolr lto tbc prcitldicc
of his duty], bccenrc dcyotioEl btt= tbcir grsprr {w- (IFD.

1 t ,

?t.

29 .

30.
3 r .
i t

33.
t4.
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illness is short-lived. hc shall not be rcmoved from his oftce. But if his tinre [of
sicknessf is long he shall bc removed from his oftcel. No sick Pctson shalt bc
barred irom holding the of,ice of patriarch becausc of a short illaess, provided that
hc recovers soon after. sincc one should hold the officc only after he racovcrs
completlly, and to bc rcmoved from office a complcte deficiency of hcalth must bc
appa6nt in him.33 lf he is bound by the ̂ rope of- illn€ss --or any similar thing: one
siiuld wait and bope for his rccovery.$ But if the illness pcrsistq thosc who
elect must replace him with a sucoessor. If he will Facover, a healthy man shall
replace the pitriarch sith the conscnt of tbe lattcr until he rccovers and tlturns to
his place.t 

-But 
if it is known that he will die and cannot rccove& somebody else

shdl be appoinrcd as we said bcfore.r

Complemcntary mattcrr regrding pauiarchg. thcir appointment and similar things
arc fouad ia thc &nons dealiig with patriarcbi; witb the exccption of-thc_Patriarch
of Alexandria, bishops of the ftace of a patriarchal scc rnay not appoint [thcir pa-
triarchl. t

, i  i . '

At rhis poinr. the Arabic rcrr ras completely dinoncd in treaslrrdo- lt shoutd ruo: "Whtt-
ercr impcdimdu thcf,c uray bc prior ro e pcroob appoinrment [as peuiardt] shell nor gcdude
him fronr srlymg in offce [oe elecred], bccarsc just rs rcund hcalrb b reguired et the
beginning fof rhc dcctioo], so elso onc mu$ be rorelly <ldicicot iD hcalth to bc rcanowd
kocr officc" (188).
Io thc AratrL tcrr this passagt carrics eoothcr EsiDs, to wit: "lf hc fe[s pri$Dcr or
sourc aimihr thiss bcfdb him, everyooc must nalc rn efiort to rersrc hio, rnd bc rcanim
ctricf rs loa3 rs $cre b hope of hb libcrarioo- (2/3t).
Aratic trrt: "lf thc imprisonmcot coltinuca, 6e daors anuc eDpoiat e vicrr (a b&bop)
rtro drrt! rsr es prrrhr&, md if polsibk, ii f prgcaCf to do rfris sitb hb constot (the
coosar ,of thc bpriroocd pariercb); thc vicar thdl .st es perirrt$ ullil tbs bncr b scs
frrc rnd tll||tls to bis r."- (3/3t).
Antic rxr: "llf b dc.tb (thc dcarh of impdsoocd nalrct) b rsccoiac4 thc vicat th.l
be eppoiod rt FEirrcb, proyidcd ther bc b sorrby .ccordiag to thc ceroaicl prwidms;
if soq rootbcr rbdl be rypoiatcd- (l/39).
Antic Et: "Tbs tt$ of tbe cbrprcr o pluiuchs rcerdlr rlc conditiors of rbeh rDpoistoeat
rodnraibr rnettcrlrrcdFlt sith in rtrc Lros uoacr rc badhB'1Bisbop,'tbcc6aprtierch
B tb btubop d bL :: rbcrcforc thc Prtriercb of th : of Alcxrodrb Fn.ot rPDoiBt r
ELbop of rtrtcxro&ir: €/9).
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As eid ia thc Didascatia; a bishop is lilc a shcphcrd and must bc coosidcred
from thrcc pornts of vicw: [J bcforc his clcctioa and Eoasccratioa; [Il thc procedurc
of his clcction; [II] afier his coosccratioa- 

,
tll l'fu 6rrt pobt of vlcr lrs &cG nbdivldoos:

Tbc first, ta1 tays dowa ug&r wbat conditioos b is dcstncd -worthy of lciag
a bisbop. Thi 

-lccoad, 
[bJ, dcsls witb fsdorE whicb .pruvcttt bin frou being e

bishop. The third, [cJ, dials with mattcrs rhich rcadcr hin unworthy but, neverthc-
tcss, do aot disqualify hio from thc episcopal diSpity.

[a] To be appoioad bishop; s Pcrsop,Ellsc lncet efuEt acquircmcots" Thc firsE
the sccond, the tbird, and rhe fourth ste bebavior, e.bataf,lcr, hcaltb aod bcing
elecrcd.t Apostle Paul said: TEf 4 'ffhcrc isJ a faithful saying: if someooe desircs
to be appoiated ,b6hop,: hc desircs a good wort. A bishop must bc blaneless and
the husband of ,6ne wife, sprigbtly sad ryisc, a confortcr, s lotrr of pilgrins, a
tcachcr'lot given to mueh wiac, no brawler, but modcst- He aust rbt bc quarel-
somq ror sovetou:r of riches, but oae wbo nrhs bis owo house tcll, bnings up
his childreq and induccs them to obedience and dl cbastity. If be kno*: not how
to rulc Lis owa bousc wcll, how shall bc ntlc scll the houSc of the Lord and
His churcb? He sbdl not be a aeopbytc, lcst bciag pufied up witb pnd., he fall
iato the tortures of tbe devil. He must dso bav: witoesscs ia his favor from anong
thosc wbo arc against us in the faith, lest hc fa[ iato rcproach aad the soarc of
the devil.-' DESQ; And similarly wc heard Our Lord Who said:'*The shepberd
who is appoiatcd bishop io the cburcb, ia evcry p}rcg must bc witbout rcproach
aod error, and must bc frcc of aay buman iojusticc, rrot bclow 6fty 5tcars of age,
aa4 if he cao, he nust havc a completc knowlcdge of docriae and ntst be aa
expen ia cxplainiag things." If thc sce is smdt, md aa cldcrly aod norc eged
man is not available, but thre is om vho is youager, and h is cefiified by thore
wbo dwell with hio tbat be is worthy of beiag appoiatcd bishop and that in bis
youtb bc showed, joyfully, rcgularly, and wiscln tbe rraturity of aa older per:oa,
be too Eust bc t6ted- If he is rcally what thc otbers said he was, bc shatl be
appointed lbisbopl ia pcacc. But bc bc youag or old, bc nust bc kind, buuble,
asd calm, for God bes said througb thc prophet Isaiah: *To sbon sball I have
r€spcst but to tben tbat arc bumble aod oeck aad tbat uemblc, in any tiurc, rt
My wordslt So also He said iD thc Gotp.l, ia cbapcr 5: "Blcssed arc the lreek,
for they sball iaberit &e carth."t A bisbop shdl bc nerciful" bccausc Cbdst bas
said: "Blesscd are tbe mcrciful, for rbcy sball obaia EctEy."' ADd hc ahatl bc
pcace loviag becausc the Lord bas said: "Blesscd rrc tbe pcacc-materg for tbey

/- l. Antic rcrt: '.qrcricc lld pndcar- (t/rOI
2. T.bc rcrr rln Ll.ftllfif r 'tpircoFd rr!L,- h$ b rb fforr oa radr llrl r "biiroD.-
3 .  l T I n .  1 l [ '
1 .  L a 6 Z
5. ltt 4 ,L
6 .  M L l 7 .
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shall bc callcd &c childrcs of God.q His cooscicocc abdl bc aood eod evoid eoy
cvil or injustice, beca"sc tbe Lord has said: 'Blcssed rrc thc pure of heart, for
tbcy shall see God.'t The bishop must be paticot aad ebidc by atl good rulcs. He
must not bc impatient or a dnrakarr4 sratMul or a lovrr of *ralth ad gold.
Tbey shall invcstigztc ald scc whcthcr bc is blameless ia ercrything of &is world,
bccause it is writtga: 'They shatl tcst tbe one who is appoiutcd to this [o6cc] so
tbat he may bc blameless.q He shall Dot bc wrathfut, bccausc rhc Widon 

-says

that anger ruius the prudenr He shall be r lortr of mco, bccause Ou lord says:
"By this shdl dl mea know that you rre My disciplc* if you have low one for
anotter, bet*tea you."to TS 2& As for tbose sho cboose hin, it is ncccssary rhat
cach of thcur bc ovtr thirty ycan old.

The 6fth rcquircment is that [thc caadidarej must be a nonklt fronr rmong
tbocc rho harle the [bolyl ordcrs of thc rldlrtt or [e levfully mardd erixtl
who has bcca praised [by the peopl+lt [Ar e nrh, ho*tvrr,l it is not good so
appoiar as a bishop a lpricst wbo isj lawfully nilricdl. uahss tbcre is ao othcr
choice, and then only after he binds hiEself to obsenrc thc sscrcd caooos. This is
ia accordaocc witb what is said in the c'noDs of Atbanasiuf Patriarch of Cou-
stratinoplc, and is [a nh] laid down in our cbE cb, thst t$ tht he nust bc s
rnonk or a priest.ls 

. r
The sixth rcquirtmcnt is tbat he harc th approval of lhc pcoplc ovtr wbom

he is appointd, and thc approvzl of bis Ftriscb- DESQ 36. Ar b, & phasrle
of th! Holy ,$pirit a bishop shall be appoinrcd pursustt to !D dccrio nade by
all the peopli. MQYA 9. If somcoae deircs tfc eelscopat o6se end hrs thc
appronal of all the people of his city, but aot thet of thc Ectropolitrn of his
proviace, hc is aot allowcd to bc bishop without tbc approval of thc Ectropolits:D-
lf he transgrcsscs this, thc couocil shall excommunicats hin and h rbdl bc drDoscd
from the eprscopal oficc. But if thc Eajority of tbc pcoplc $pport hin, rnd bc
rcceivts the appronal of tbe metropoliaa aod tbc patriarch, thc ctoica of tbc najor-
ity shdl prevait. RSTG l. A bishop shatl bc appoioted with thc approtel of tbc
metropolitan aad the people of the placc,t6 and tso or thrcc bishops sball coosc-
crate hin. 2. Priests, deacons aod othen of lo*:r raak shelt bc ordaiocd by onc
bishop only, aad only onc bishop shall bc io communioat? with thco ed shall
blcss them-

The scveotb rcquirement is found in the canons of tbc Kiugr. MAG. Tbe cpiscopal
rank shdl not be giyen sith unduc bastc, bcfore the elcaioa tales placet, lon

t-
l-
t-
T
t-
t

I
t.
f
L
I
L

M u a 9 .
M r l L
Thc dhdoa $rE !o bc to l.cr,. 2t, t? CU{l}
,& t3, 35.
Glc:'t virlia.-
ltrt ir, froo roo3 tba rrto Ery rry Etrr.
Tbrt iT r bwfully drrid Fbt ?io hrl rhc rppronl of ths grr1pk,, FOEFNM 6l-3.
,u4
Gbrc: "tf e noal b not rnilrUc, r prbr lto b brf,ult nrrrbd (OA r }.t r) rhdl
b rggoiarcd.-
Aretb rcrt: ..diorrr.- (5/42).
Thb rdcrr to tbc rdrtioorhip ?hth b strblbhcd brr-.o tb birbop rod Oc Fid, tb
6rst by tivbs tbc qdbdoo rod rb hncr bt reivbf iL Tb Antii B ryr: "fby
rlrll hew tbc rpprornl of lhc tir@ rsd &rt d tbn e-ntc- (6/f2,).
AnUc'tctt: "[...Hqr th bvcdilrtioa rld tb &rrl rre mdaof O?t]z].J t .
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thc basis ofJ thc candidare's faith. learning charactcr- and-tln tcPutation he cnjoys.
Thc candidarc shall [firsrJ bc admittcd to the priesthood and.shall bc promorcd ranh
aftcr ranl progressively.- lf his conduct has been impecc.:ble in all the ofhcls he
has held. hc shall be appointcd [bishopJ-

Thc cighth rcquirement is that the. bishop must h elected by sTny [electon].re-
BAS ft No one-shatl be appointed bishop unlcss tvelve pensons bcar witness of
praisc for bim. RSTA t3. tf it is a country with only a few faithful in it" and the
numbcr of community membcrs does not amount to twelrlc, [the number requircd]
ro if."t a bishop, tiey shall ryF- !9 thc churehes in- the neighborhgod of that
placc, vhcrc theri-arc numerous faithfg$ so.thal thrce choscn Persons from among
ih. titat may comc and carefully advisc thc fonncr on th9 pcrson thcy dcemed
*"ntrv f'o b; apmintcd bishopJ,t and 

'rnay 
sqe if he is of good character, not

. Uf"iplie-ct ot'i hypocrirc, and if he is capable of intcrprering thc Holy Books.

[bJ Tbere arc sir causes whicb impcdc a pctsoD's appointment-as bishopr noi,
nsfb'Se A per:on posscssed by the devil may not be 1 bishop-. SToud- .aad third:
RSTG 52. A'blin4 

-dcaf 
or fmlish Frson may Dot be aPPotryt' a bishop,- not

because it is a sain [on bimJ, 'but becausc bc cannot exGcutc bis duties and t]rc
work of tbe church. FLurth: nSfG 75. OBe who was an infidcl and *as baptized
latcr [in lifeJ, or who was' a wicked tDan ,aod bas rePeotcd, -shall Do!- F appoiated
bishoi immidiately afar his coovcrsion,, bccausc he concs from sin::r he shall not
bc a ieachcr, aor ihatl the people rccogoize hiu as an uprigbreous mana unless thcre is
a manifesratiou, from God.23 Fifth: RSTG 15. ODe sho voluatarily makes himsdf an
eunuch shal ndt bc appoiotcd bishop, btrt one wbo was rrade ag eulrch by force
shall aot bc disqualified' ftorn bccoming bqlop. Sixth: TS 2& If someone opPoscs

[thc appointmeot] and says that the candidate docs not ASryt to be appointcd
bistrop, 

-the 
ctecrion shall be delaycd for tbree moaths, and the ma_ttGr regarding

trim jtralt be examincd2. in tlrc prescDee or absence of tbe opPoscr. If somcthing is
knowa agaimt the candidatc whicb, accordiog to thc _caDons. bars his appoiatrcear"
he shatl 

-be 
barred; othervirc, hc sball be appoiated. The man sho accused tbe

candidate and could not provs the charge shall, if be is a clergyman, bc expelled
from thc church, and if he is a layman, he shall bc duly punished-

tcl Tbe third dcals with causcs whieh render one unworthy but do not impede
his ippointmcnl RSTG 7L A ole-eyed persoa! 'or a lame pcrsoa it qot barred
frorn 

-being 
appoinrcd bishop, if hc is wortby [as regards other rnatt€rs[ becausc a

physicat defect is not a [rca[ defect but the [real] dsfec is that of the soul.

19. Arabic rcxt: ".. -that PcoPle rnsst tcstify tbat hc is boncst" (l'43).

20. Arabic rexr: ..And rhey slrdl cramiac the qualificadons of thc one wbo is wonhy to be
eppointcd bishop* €'43).

2t., O+ln, t.141 r ..on acsouDt of his prctious !talc." b rtso iatcrpracd to tDGa$ rhat, duc
ro bis previous sletq he may aor bc alpgiatcd bblrop, or Eay not bc so appoinred if it is

. .pF cot thet hc still pcrsists i! it, POEFNM 612-
::. Anbic rcsr: .....since it would bc a fault rol'a hin rcach *tilc his ttPtightDcss is unprovcd

rod uoklryl- tl/'f3).
23. Thar is. unlcss somahinS supcraatural occor:. la colocstion with thb . stoof, ^fZh t b told

eccording,to nrhich r ccrrain T:rrzires ses &crl bistrop bv a supctlanuat alanifcsratioo. Hc
fdl do*n frorn thc rop of e roof aod rms aot birIrgd, nor did bc spin $c sacred oil.
Guidi bdiercs rher rhe rubjcct of thb tory srs 7:rrziln., Parri.rch of Alerendria b l(X}2
(5/a3): FOEF|IM 69-3.

24. Arzbic tcrt: "...within thrcl tDdths" (l/44).

25. tlC r $|3 tno8lstcd .s A1.c t .}39 r 't oF+16d 1E!6," b tlE PCIEFI{M ?G-2;
Guidi, on thc otlEr band, treadagl it rs "leo,- "6rot$€t!ds (1,5',/144).
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Il. His coasccrrtioo:

DESQ 37. The bishop shall be consccratcd on Sunday. All thc people shall bc
prcsent at his consccration and aet togcths with the pricss as his wirnesscs. Thc
bishops who comer to imposc their hands on him shatt wash thcir hands and shall
consc'cratc him. Tbe peoplc, sranding up in silence and with fear, sball raisc their
hands and the bishops itralt irnposc their hands on him and say: -Wc lay our
hands upon this chosen serviant of Go4 in the narnc of &e Father, of thc Son
and of the Holy Ghost, so tbat he aray rcmain in thc good and pcrnane?t scrvicc
of the uoiquc and spotless Church of the living aad iavisible God, and uray deliver
right judgments and show sanctity, pure gzca, and faithful tcaching. This is a
Plrson who is appointcd over the congrcgation of the ciurch by thc Hoty Trinity
*itb- .th. mystery of thc Cross." Aftcr this the seaior bishop shatl inposc his l4nds
oo him and sball say the praycr of ttc odsccrarion, end dl tbc people shall say:
'rAE!o-t'

GLOSS lV: The prayer of consccratioa is in tbe chapter sc have alrcady
mentioacd; in the ltrurch there is a book for ordinatioi and ia that bool
can bc found this pray6 and, othcr Fa'€rs.

Then the bishops shdt kiss [the newly coosccratcd tristropJ rsd rtl thc priests
and th9 people shall say: "He is worthy! He is wo'rtby! He is worthy!" esa aU
shall kiss him aod iavoke pcace upoE hin.t' Thca tbey shatl rcad 6c scripturat
PassagFs apgqintcd for this occasioa 8Ed "'o.s shslt bs cehbntcd. First h- sbslt
give qle Holy Mysrcry to bimsetf; thcn bc sbell girc ir to sll those prcscort
according^to their nnk; then he shall rtismiss tbem ia pcaca. Tbc'' sbatt ccteb'ratca
spiritgl feast for three days, in the likeoess of tbc rn:i:tery of liin wbo rose on
tlt_e tlird day. RSTB 52. Aftcr the aewly elcctcd b'isiop rcccivrs the approvzl of
al! the people, the priests aud tbe bishops shall gatbcr 

-oa 
Suaday, and"thc scoior

[bishopJ shall iatcrogate the priests aad deacoas and say: -Is tbis tbc onc wbo
ryqlrd your appronal to bc your supcrior?' And whcd thcy arurtr cJ6s," be
shall intenogatc them a second time by sayiag: 'Is he worthy of this honored offce?
Has he bebawd wcll aad with prudencg aod caa ao blami bc impued to hb?' If
all answer sayng rhat it is tnrty so, and tbat hc is tnrty vonby of thc ofica, aad
not- electd by favoritism, he sball ast thco for a i5;t'6 r""re end say: .ts be
truly -worthy of this oftcc?', for in the urouth of tso or three, crcry iord .hrll
siand.! And if for tbe third time they say, "He is worthy,- all shall- soctcb and
clap thcir hands. Aftcr tbey do this unanimously, they shatl fall silcot and the
deacons shall bting thc Holy Gospcl and opcn it on thc hcad of tbe pcrsoa to be
consccrated. and thc bishops shall install him on the chair rcscrved for him. Since
all have accepted him, the l-ord also has acccpd him.

BAS 46. No oae shall bc cousecrated bishop uuless [aaotherJ bishop eoEes frou [ano
therJ country, 1o! aot bio oaly, but t:wo other bishofs with 

-him, 
aod [rbrul oe 

-shall

bc coasccratcd by tbrcc bishops. Hc sbdl bc coasccratcd thus: WbLo tbe Gocpcl
is pur 9a his hcad, tbe seaior bishop shrll pra! ovcr hb. whea hc faisbes prayDg
he shall ioposc his baads 6s hirn, kiss hin, aad blos oa his facc, sd thar he
may be flld-with tlre Holy Ghost; aftcr thir thc other pti*ts sha[ kiss bim. The

26. Anbb tan: ....-rto rre prtscar tlEE- O/t4).

I
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ll . Ttry 1'n ,ry -orcr hin thc rtn I ali- r 'o Lord, grat hir! pcrcc,- r Frtcr rarihrrcd
ro sL Brdl o/a'I

A. Dcst 19, 15.
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odinary pcoplc shall liss his hand; only the bishopc and rhc .pricsts shall liss hisr
on thc rnouth. Then they shatl 6nish the rnass. DESQ 3tL We command that
Ushopa bc consecratd by threc bishopa and in casc of nccessity by two bisbops,
but aevcr shall a bishop bc consccrated for you by one bishop only, for thc
tcsrimony of two or thrcc has more weight- - BSTA 5& lf h9 !vho, imposcd his
haads on him was one bishop onln a diginaion must bc madc.t lf it oocurrcd
tbrough accessity or by forcc, or if it was not possi_ble for thc community [of rhe
faithfu[ to gather bccause of a maaifcst persccutionn or for other similar nciasons,
be may consecratc lim alonc but must ha-rc- the pcrmission of many bishops. They
shdl pcrnit him to consccnarc aod it sh8ll be donc pur:uant to tbeir order.

m. Aflct Us consccrrtlon: i

ITbis aspcctl is dividcd into ciglrt parts" Thc 6rsr is whst thc aen'ly consccrared
bishdp Eust do wi& rcspca to himsclf. DESQ 23' A bisbop shrll fast for thres
*ccd aftcr his coasccration; hc rbdl not tastc anytbinS crccPt oa tlrc sabbathlt
of cach wcck. This is done if the pcriod docs aot fdl withio tbc 6fty days [from
Easter to PcatccostJ. Afar this fasr, be shall pass.oDc year fasting thrce by threc.t

GLOSS V: I beliere it says to fa+"crcry &y uatil tbc cad of day fron
Suadayu to Sanrrday for thrce wccts and ia tbc rcst of tbe ycar
to fast thrcc days cvcry rcek, tbst t$ oa Wedncsdap Fridays aad
Mondays. As oo Saturdays and Suadays thett is ao fast, oae
caalot fan during 3 woek 'tbr!e" [days pltst 'thrae" 

[dan cgual
to six daysl, while one can fast ccordiag to the iotcrpraafion
giveo above, [tbat is, thrcc days *tctlyJ

Thc food to bc taken by thc brghop throughout ttre .p1r of his fasting is
bread, salL'oil, honey aad vegetables; be shall not take sine. For thc rest of-his
lifc, be shall fast as he cao, aad shdl take tbe food he needs" ia the propottion
rcquired by his pbysical constitutioo. However he must absraia fron 

-mcar, 
not

bccausc he beconres impurc 
'by 

eating it" but tcsr his hcart become bard and his
inallilence bccome dark and uaable to bc varchful [over his Eockl bccausc of
much comforr Ia fact, oae who wishcs to do a bisbopis vork must, cnoose loneli-
ness,r and bc wbo is given to loacliness docs not scek any [raatcria$ profit beyoud
what is DeTs1ary-fc-r thc sustr-nance ollrir body.s ff duriag th. y* tof fastingl
the bishop fdls vicrim to aa illness which rcnders him incapable of observing whli
we have said, he may cat fisb and drink wine with modcration for a few days, so
that he will:'uot falls and tbe church sill not be-depriwd of bis nrle andtcachiag.
He shall make sure that be receivts the Mystcric evetJ day, if nothing obsrructs
him, so that he may dways live ia tbem. f,srA 5 The bisbop musr fast only

l
I

29.
:t0.
l l .

32-
tt.

v.
35.
x.

t
I
I
I

FOEFNM ?l}-3 b fotlor,ld IEG rad b thc lttediaf rcrt
Antac Est :"...fbu* oll r ridcanrd [parccuriof' (qS).
tlt0A t O0if t f|l)0:l I nEt!!, lircnlly tetco" "crccpt oD Srturdty.- Honcrcr. FOE-
FNM ?.1-t oortlErl tbb to t.y, lrL}'.Ff . tti}l't r OIC r 'cl.ter on Sua&y rod Srarrdry.-
Thet ir, rhrcc drfi ructly.
IIG{€ thc Gc'cz rcrr rF lttA+ r O?O} r }frh r Ctlf r O?O;} r .ifloEr Srturdey o Sr&ldrt -
hn eccordif ro FOEFNM ?4-1, thc frrttuU pqiod nus hldD.e r loh r i}4U r .:Eu
SsaAy to Srntr&y.-
FOEFNM 7ts2:. "...Eusr stroorc Eodcrilioa b cetirg;-
FOEFNM ?!Z
Arrbic tcrt: "...p tltrr bc ritl lor ttty b b.d for r loa3 fu'fJ/17). [ar[.JBJ;f r
ct Q . b .I!o int tDtrclcd to rrr8 thrt- lbc ddl crt ... rnd driDt ?iEG vitb oodrertiool ro
ther be will nor tdl linto dnl by crtiaf rnd rlriofbs crccrsivdy.- IbA.
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on the &ys on which all pcople fast" bccausc if hc concs to thc church and
sgTgong brings Tmcthing hc mtst ear with.thc- -conqrunity. DESQ { The bishop
shdl takc cnough food and drink to sustaio himsclf, so that hc will not be too
lazy to tcach thosc who arc unschoolcd.

A bishop must not bc extravagant, nor must he bc a waader€r or a rowr.
His liviag rnust not be full of pleasures, nor shdl hc eat ehoice food. Hc shatl
givc bimsclf to teaching witb his wbolc beart- Let him dways teach and read the
Dvine Books. Let him know well thc vqrcs fof thc Holy Bootsl, in order to bc
able to explain the books cxaaly. Hc shall iatcrpra tlrc Gospcl, the Pentatcuch and
the hopbets. Tbe Lord has said: 'Scarch and see thc Scriptures, for they givc
tcstimony of Me."t? He must not scek profit, whicb cutails, shamc, by associating
[with othcrsJ, espccially witb infidels; nor shall bc dcsire to have tbe greater sharc.
He shall not opprcss rhe people oor befricod the rich and bate thc poor. Hc inust
Eot low one who slandcrc othcrs,r nor shall hc tdiry fabcly or bc irascibla Ile
shdl not nand surety for aayone, Dor shall bc hungrr after the position of the chief
or be double-hearted or double-rongued, nor shall [s bc one prone to listcn [to
storiesJ. He shall not go to the fcasts of [infidell peoplc, nor shitt he love luxury
9r g9v*- money, for -all srrch things arc cnemics of God aad companions of thc
devil. He must be wisc and prudeat so that he nay kaow er,il aad avoid it HE
shall suive to bc belovcd by dl meo. .He shall try to bc thc bcst of meo, becausc
the shepherd, if he staads far from injustice, dra*s his disciples and cocouragrs
them to esrulate him ia his good work aad in truth. Ia fact, the prophet Hoeea
oidj l'!Io* ,$p priest l$ tbus the peoplc will be.-t Our good- s;$cr, Jesus
C'hrist, Our God, also 6rst began to do aad tbcn to tcas6o aad said: ..He that
docs and teachcs, shall be called great ia the Kingdom of Heavcn.'{t

Aftcr his coasccratioa, the bishop shatl bc devotod to tbc scwice of tbc dtar,
aod shall Flaf daf and uight And if in evcry hour hc p'ra;n for hinsclf aad the
people, he does good. He shall be alooc in thc cburcha asO if tbcrc is soneole
with whom he tikes to stay or if thcre arc two ot three persons wto are 8s onc
soul with him, he shatl have them with bim so tbat thcy- may hclp hin in what
is necessary. And especially [shall he bc accompaaied by othcrs during prayersl, so
that !e _tnay ptay togsther [with others] and besccch [the Lordl in barurooy [witb
gqhersl, for the l"ord bas said: "lVhers 

-therc 
arc two or three gatbered togcthcr io

frlY.name, ther€ am I witb t'hem.-.! If hc cannot stay ft! the chrrrchJ ontinuousln
he shall say the [cauonicall hour [whererrcr he is].- 3t. He shdl bcscccb God
wholeheanedly aad witb errcry efiort, so tbat thc words he'utcrs may bear fnrits of
!!e {gly Ghosl 2il. Hc must know cvcry word he teaches, and rlmembcr that he
himself must put each iato practice before Gachiag it, so that hc ruay Laow erac{y
what he says, beeause if he knows what he says, thosc who hear him sball know
what hc says to them.

The sccond [part of this scction] dcals with what hc must do with rcspcct to
his people and shat be must command then. Apostle paul said to Timothy, a
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37.
3t.
39.
4 .
.lt -
42.

13.

Ja. 5. tg.
Ar.b. tcrt: ..He sbrtl aot bc a slrradacr- (3/ztS).
Hoe. l, 9.
Aatc I, l.
Mr S, tC.
Th3 tndition l iorcrpraatioa is ft.t bc ahrlt ptay .t e qukt coru ia $c chrlrcb shcn hc
ds ur hrrc b prry ro8erhcr wirh orhs pdccts O/49).-
ML ltr 20.
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b i s h o p a n d b i s d i s c i p l e : 3 . ' t p n y t h c e , f i r l t o f d l , r b a t r h o u b c g i n n c s t t o m a l e
Equeit ro God with prayers, supplications rnd tban*sgivirys for ltl rnco, rbat they
may stay in patiencc, guict" silcnce and in fcar of God. in Putig, bccausc thcsc
thiigs lead to God, thc life-giver, Who wishcs dl mcn to bc sawd and to come
to thc knowledge of His truth:'!. 5. "Bc thou an erarnple to the .f;rithful, in word,
in thc lifc of pcrfection, . in charitn in faith, and in ctrasity. Until I Bome. attcrnd
unto rcading io &aching and to exhonadon. Neglca not His grac" th9! is -in thce,
which was givcn thec by prophcsy and with tbe inposition of thc bishops' hands:
ratc heed tto thfcttl anA Uo [wholei in thcsc tltiogti for in doiag this, thou shalt
sap both ihysclf aad tbcrn thai hear thcc.'$ 'Rebute Dot lgcd urcn, bul- entncat,
comfo4 and- gladdcn thcm as fatbcrs, 3b! yotmg Dco ss rby- brcthfen, _old wonrcn
as motlcrs, yiung womco as tby sisters in-dl.-cbilnity and booor. Witb- regard to
orphans rad-widJ*:, do eccordiag g iqs{cef Against e pnesq rcccivr-lot lq-
aciusation unless therc is tcstinony offered by tro or thres PcrsoDs; than that sitt"
rcprovc bcforc magistratcsd Sbai sll Dca msy haw fcar- Do aot do anythiag
through favoritism to cither sidc. Hastca Dot to^ irrposc he"ds uPon any onc; aeithcr
be a 

-paraker 
by this of other ne!'s sins.'{

6. ..As for tbose who bavr comrptcd' tbensclves aad bavc goae astray aad
considcr that tbc fear of God k a GoEDerGe ad fio, let tbcc be far from tbem-
As for us we hart a grcar SBi& that is thc fcar of God, alo'tg with eaough food.
Wc brougbt notbing into the world and *t bow that rc cal carry aothiag-out
from it Thereforg- it is oeccssary that wd t:rke fron the world only tbc food
and the clotbiag that is eoougb for us" But tbose rfto lovr richcs and desirc to
bccome rieh fd[ inro temptation ad into tbe saare [of ths devil] and bto many
concupisceaces which lcad iato error aad pluage [a penouJ ioto comrptioo aad
pcrditioa: for the desire of money is thc root of dl cvil, aad many persons have
coveted this and have erred from the faith and have brougbt thcoseltcs ioto many
tribularioas. But thou, O maa of God, iee tbesc thi-ts aad pursue justicq uprigbt-
aess, along the-path of faith, cbarity, paticnce and burnility. Figbt for the rigbt
and good faittu and thou wilt have thc eamal life for which tbou art callcd.
Commaad the dch of this world oot to be p,roud Bot to trust in thcir riches, in
which thcrc is no coafidencc, but they must trust in thc liviag God Who givrs us
all things in the copiousness of His richcs for our bcocfiL Let tbc faithful be
rich in good works, and let them give pronptly with equal ma.$$tt aod lay down
for themselves a good foundation for thinp to comq so that they rnay hold <in to
rhe rnrc life. O Timothy, keep what is cntrusted to theq and avoid the hearing of
vain thinp and thc drolleries of the lying world.€ becausc tbosc who scek such
rhings havc dcviatsd from thc fairb. Gracc be witb thce, ancn."So

DESQ a. Be eager to tcach, O bishop, and if you caD crplain the words
raken from all books, satisfy your peoplc and culighrcn them with the light of your
liaws, so that your peoplc may bc rich through the abuodance of your rcaching.
And you. O bishops, rnust be vigilant and watch over tbc people, for you are tbc

I Titr. 2, t f.
I TrD. + t2 f.

4 .
45 .
4 .
47 .
t3t.
19 .
to.

Anbic rcrt: "Rc!pc.t widorr: that erc vido*: bdccd- (4/50).
Arabic tr*t: ".-. tdqoaitlr thsD io froot of gvtrybody- (5i5O).
I T L r t . 5 , l f i .
Arebc rcm: ". -. of rbc falsc detritr- (alSl).
I T i E . 6 5 f r .
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-?:. %Tn1.r'| _r!nd. qd h"r said..througb rh9 nronh{ Ezekid witt rcfereae to

Arebic gti :F you rhc eusrodien. rntcb orr rbc pcoplc, bccrc* Jcrr! Cbilt rarchcovcr fou- 0/g)-
Ez 3, 17 f.
Mr. tL tt.
Mr. lt, 10.
Nunr. lt, l.
l ; z -  12 t .
Ea r4 tZ.
Ar.bic t!tl: ..-.. bccasc of rhis dD- (2,53).

I

I

r
.-,

I

you: "Son of ma''. I harc raadc thce a-watct'iraa'of thist p.rpk, ,;.rh;i,""
mays hcar frorn Mc tlrc word and announce it to- ttre people'-i ;€1gh-or,."'rrr.
peoplc. -Fince, if rhou tellest not thc sinner !o kqp irray rron so-"oo-ii *ratsinner dies in his sin, I. will require his blgd. from tiy trarios. gut ii th*d t*given warning -!o thc 'sinncr from the bcgin-ning and irast spoken t" oo*fii 

-t 
i,frol_-{otng evil and hc convtrts not and -dies-in his sin, &ou trast Oclirsca 

'Ury

*ul."o^ Thereforc, lcach thosc who lira without kaowledgg ana corfort-tl-J*rro

":" 
torpgS bring [ro $" -ttuol thqr" yh9- har: crred, aio speat to 

-in 
r-i*n

about their error. Maiauig yoursclf, 9 birtop, -ia purity in 
"n 

yorn-rorf 
-ana

lnow tbe de8rcc of y.our digrity, since bccause-9f yoir oiteity you 
"tr 

fite 6lO ia
:F_"y: "{ +r pcopte, and iave become cbicf oirr ru-pcdpti End;vcr 

"rr-o.rlDS$ the JudSPs' and- the Pnesll rhc parcots and thcir cfiarco uAo ep lcarucd,ead over sll thosc wlo arc sutfccr to your connand. stay ia yo; ;i;;'-;dg€ach tbe divine w_ord, sincc y* n"r- tiie po*tr to jtd; 
-tm 

6ne,s.- i"a*a- t"
you !o. bishopsf, christ has said: .wbscri 

-,you shill 6ind upon eanrr- ,-t"u *bound also ia heaven."s]{gg *iO polcr doihr !o God\ acceit whocwr ,"p.os,bccausc thc lord is a God of nrcrsi. Reproadr whoeve*ioi 
"ia 

dri;;;i'";"y
him who docs peaanoc.

- - Take care' O bislropl of tbe salnatioa of evrry EaD, as ro you otn Lord hassaid: _'Scc .-qtrat you despisc oot ary 
'oic 

of tcse tiatc oacs.-a Ard t"d u" ol,that Hc will want Ylu ro accoult fior wharcvcr was catrustcd to 
-voor: 

,oi'o opou iavl to know thatJ he wbo has had nucb in tnrsl sill bc dkE'for-iucr,.
$ f{ame!gg},3o that no oae siu be scaadarir-d bccaus; of yo,, A I"d; -*,fo,r himsc[ but you hara caried a g.nt burdco" rt is wduh tt"r G'oa oil roMoscs: "Thou aad Aaroa chafl bcar tbc sios of thc hc;dl; 

-p."Db."* 
T;".bthosc who arc heedless and know-tbat you 1{l ha* 

" 
F.at ,""r;a 

-ir 
y* d" uas sell. as a grcat punisbmcnt if you ncgtccr ir If 6n9 who hrs-a'rr""i- socomT to- you, aeglect him nol Ia conacction sitb the bisUop who adcctr tis

4!9p1.'. the propha Ezekiel has said: 'Woc to the sbcphenrl oi-f-.-i"*fo ront-h9{ sfceP ̂ t9 fecd atone. Are you Bot tbe sbephcrds *bo, feed tn Aocf"l- you
drink the milk aad you cl_othc yonrsel'res with tbe 

'woot 
aad kiU ttat rUcU- gj5 fat,but you look oot aftgr My 0ock. you streagthen aot the *eat, you a."r oot o.broken, you scck not the strayed, you rcoover aot the lost you t-;h trr.ta roi*ittlove. but with derision- eS Yy- sheep werc scattaed bccause tbere was- oo rrr.pn to,and they bccame the food of thc tio-ns of the desett."$ And He atso said: i.t *iUjudgc between sheep and shepherd and betweco sheep and male goaB.'.sr 

-

And he who has sinned,- vhom y9q g bishop, have driwa away witb er@tD-
nunication,s do aot teave him out' but briag hitr, back to Oe ctrirch. Scef nin
:.t" jt astnly, and him-wbo hopcs for no satvition, uecause of the gcai uum*r orhis sins; you shall not havr him to be lost conrpte'rcty. Thus also, ile uiiuojnusr
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himsctf bcar the sin of the sinncr'-8n1^ToO do-as !I ht Pi 
sinncd rlorrs' and-say

ro him who bas o"]J'-'il "i1:l?1''?ni-l-siit 
'"Yi'dcath 

in thv stcao as

!ia"ii!t,o-*ryj1,,S.';'"fd;illi'tn*:.'#ilL',fi iff"Jffi
H{*#fJ::3'r*'lH Hil.''"':"''"; yF r-;a;A T5**54'l*
st"d#xt,+;.iinil*l{n3f'.ia$*Js5;H':utii*r:
said: ..He tearcs- ,rJ'nii.,v*io: il tl.- rnountain t* ?FriL1[i ria. oti"o i

*,l:ry{"il*tF-'; j*jfirff ';rft"";sgr#n't$v":.'t
iiihrigt"t .Phftgbeatth need not 

" 
pi"yri'*, uut tty that are ill'"e And the

:{ff-gf itt-.il-l 
He camc, bccauryi'j"iffiLri-""t i..pGat"' 

bas saved-a1d

m'"Fnqp"#il"tr,:ffi"tr#T*"#-Ti;'';'t':*#;-S;o.a"ors te qrt "'*oJfiol'r5-"b:'frt:}ffffit'g"T:"Ffft
i[:g,l"rg'-TT#-.!T-'5*";;'eT 

rovrg'n* or six o"v: 1.o"h
iii;;.-,h",-I..,3"1"T{:lT. ?"}'fk*[ HTJ ff trffil 

a'd rcspcct
tt' 

ll5l"r,ll ,oo"* m'sr_look at ot' savior _"*.:* Kiog 13d. q-Icd.

rcsus christ, ", ,o'l'"i'#l"lt-:fi:.-''"'* +u 9P:*8, f.rt#i' T1

ip#.ffi$'itrt;'u
ffi;; 1an accountl'of the administra

**ot"o,rlli'shalr 
takc the-r.1di1o 'aort'ing * **-S 3'#i;J"t"? f;"*n"'lil

forthcoming 6 5i16aio scn'-es' He' shatl never adotn Dll

what is o*.y'io-;;;-his -body'Gtnoot 
extr:r-f'e ol'amcEts' You are' now

iir,1 er ry* r"$:;i.J ffi #ir #tr$$rFfft'frFtjF J
itte HotY Church'
the chiefs over ',i#,;;;"-:ry-fa- "atinistriton; 

yoo'are inc pcaccmakers

bctwees Goo ani-iin: You are His'-faithful scrrants ittg* of cach person's

sins. and it is vorl fi;';'*t'-ft';fi;;' 
Y; qq atso-rcceiw a 8f,eat rcward

f romGodaoat ichooo, .o!H] : . " ' ; .J ; ; i " .g l " ' ' .Yourcnderagoodscrv iceto
theHolyChurch.Asyou-borcl!:-. l i ;1e'erylna,oyou-*l i tgke-food.clothing
and shatcvcr you nccd from everyone'

DESQ&Beskil l ful ' ius1.. l ikc-1!lsi lversmithryP"$'testiag.metalslSnsttr
u"stl. A bishop J.;ffijl]*" -"-ti'*iit' tl't'olT d r-ps 

-aot" 
t9 h!n' Irt

him heal those who arc falsc. "na. 
,irril. ii'd;it lictnas 

-bJ 
oo temedy' he shall

drivc them r", "Jiy-irori'-tir, 
urt iliu"' ooi a" so irrcoarably' as by excon-

muoicadoa. X.""l"if,iii'ii.'"o*r, ,i- l*ittJt' *t'o-toJeint il' the lsp'iritua[

I .
I
T
l
I

I
I
I
I
t
l l

I
59.
60.
6 1 .
62.
63 .

Jo. 10, tl-ll
ML tq rz, rr. 5 

a- 
: sho is 3ick sirh si!' (Utc).

i.uJ'tt , "Bc taou a phFician to thc off

Ul 9, la
Arabic text: *"'df'o. hirn a*ay fromthcchsch' but at thc srnic tirnc scnd soncmcrftcr

ffi; utlog ttit b'ck- (3't{)'
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e'hldo Crot"cf' Pe'lch e'r'd' Clnden

fte shall not belic"c anf filsc witness agaiast thcfi. As a uan of you shdl

ML t& IJ fr.
Ar'bic tcrt: "" ' thou shelr behave with hittt as orr bchavcs rith e pa:en slro is coovcn'
cd from his cr"6s' (2/5O.
Arabb trxt: "Thc rtst of rlaecr ...3hall rtterrd to tuPpliciliols-(ji50
Anbic tcrt:..1f the wound sgcads, bwn it and cut ofr thc eril, ead if thccis oorcnrcdy
- . - ' ( l r ' t t ) -
Dcut 17, 7.
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t-'p"tirnt, aqd not hasty ro acccpt. the word of oae who sccuscs his btctlrcn
i"l*iy, througb enry or wickedness, sioce such Egptc [by thcir acasatioasl destr.oy
ttre 

-continuoris 
rcig; of peace. Obscrvc thern kccnly atrd_ F fty -o{ tbcof so that

""" 
*ilf not los€ thosc who are not sinnce lf you fiod that thcir accusation is

ir*, you shall dcal with it according to the tfching of thc Lord: "Takc the

"""to.i 
alonc and riproach him. lf he docs not wish to rcpcrt aftcr thy rcproach'

take with thec one *itacss or two, and tcach hiar, geotly, thc spiritual dostrine - lf

ti 
".optt 

thy couoscls, it will bc good for hinr But-{ be docs- Dot mcnd his

iy., thou shitt a[ tbe council so that it will rcbuke hin' aad-if he obcp aot

Oel coun"it, thou shalt tcll the Church; and if hc hcars not the Cburch, thou shalt

takc hisr for a heattrco-"iA puUticao.'fu He shall not communicatc with you until

he docs pcoaace. j

lf he rcpents ss thc publican did, and meods his waylg be sball bc allowcdo
to entef the'churct to h;'r thc words of Go4 uatil tbc fnrit of PclqnF bccomes
visible in him. Do not, O bishop, allow tben to participate in dl thc prayers;

rathcr, after the rcadiog of the GosPGl bid them to haw so thFt they uay-regret
ih"f ;"rr, while thc rci of thc cougrcgatioa sball dcvotc thcoselws to-_tlF [Cbrist-
iant calting.c Whosoerrcr sccs them sball fcel sorry fs3 rhgn, ad sbsll be_ careful

not to fali into prevaricarion, and shall be afiaid lest wbat bcfell tF'o,-bcfsll brE-
If a sinner falls once or twicc, do aot abaadon him nor Prev€ot him &ona iusso-

"i.tiog 
with the faithful; he may also talt mcals with ttrcoi; sccspt his-'pcoaacc and

Oress iim in clq6hes similar to 
-tbosc 

of tbe repcntcd son who returaed to his fathcr.
Gy your hand' on rheo, iastead of baptiziag tbcn, bccause_by lbc inpositioa. of
oui itanOs penitents rcceive thc gracc of OC Holy Ghoq- Restorc thcsr to thcir
former ptaci. Ia tAe same manacr, heal tbe sinncrs and nrpp_ly them -witb good
and sofi medicinc, and fortify them with words of adrnonition. Dttss tbeir wounds,
aad if the 'wouods are profound and full of Pus, tbey strould bc hcabd sith
srrong medicine, which is the word of admonitioo, aud thcs with words of comforr-
If ft; wound sprcads and cuts of thc limbs of the bodyd and aotbing to curc it
is found, a *isi physician should be souglrt with grcat carc, attcntioa, sod couosel.
Hc may, in spite bf ttre pain and sorrow, cut off thc qpoiled limb so tbat thc
othcr limbs wili not be simiiarly afcctd, sinee thc Sacred Book says: 'Take away
the evit out of thc midA of you.'{ Do uot hasteg to cut, nor be daring and
hasty to saw with a sharptoothed saw.

And if the accuscr is falsc do not listca to him. for know that if you pass
judgment against someotrc unjustly, a judgment of vcngeance will lcarc your mouth

"g;intt 
you-rselves. But if you page irupaniatty y99 1U know who accuscs his

niiehboi falscly. When you discovlr hia lie, puoish b!9 ryrblidl -aad do to him
whit he wantft to do io his compaoioo, and makc bim koosa in tbc nidst of
thc comnuoity, at thc killcr of bis brotber- lf he rcpents, ordcr hir" to fast, and
then you strail-imposc your hand upon him, aad rcccivc him, aftcr he promiscs
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30 ncithcr rcturn to nor pcrsirt in his error, neither oDcc tltotrc nor twiee.6 lf he
abandons not his malicc, he shall be crpelled bccause he 'is an evil-docr, so that
hc will not contaminate the Church of God. Pass not thc same judgmcnt on atl
sins. Your judgmcnt on one yho sins by dced must not bc lite rhat of one who
sins by words or by rhought. There ar! somc who deserve reproach only, and therc
arc others who ari commanded to girrc alms to the poor: othe"s are commanded
to fast. and still othcrs are expe_lled from the church in proponion to [the graviry
ol,l thc sin they have committed.?o The law docs not prescribe the same punishment
foi all sinners, for the punishment of one who sins against God or agiinst the
priest or against the sanctuary is not like the punishmcnt of onc who sins with
injustice against thc king or against one of his companions; nor is ir lite the
punishment of one who injurcs his own companioo and scrvants, nor like that of
one who sins agaiast his parents and his rclatincs. Nor is oae who sins voluntarily
the same as one who sins iovoluntarily, for to sotne thc punishment of dcath--il
due, and to others, iogging [onlyJ. Soma dcscrvc fincs and still otbers the punish-
ment thcy desircd their neighbor to !Ft. Know rhc ditrercat punishments due to each
sinnefr so that injustice may not bc among you, for as you punish and judge, so
also a judgment will be passd on you.

tL tf a bishop must pray that pe?e bc upon aDothcr, thc norc [rcason there
is] that peace bc in him: otherwisc hos could tbe people lhrc in pcacer if this
ptayer lfor pcaceJ is not in him?a And rhis is tbe will of Christ, that thosc who
are savcd be qraFy, and rhat from the number of thc Church ao soul be lost. And
our Lord has f 'said: 

"He that is not uaired with Me? scatter thosc who are
with Mc."t'

lf you are separated?t from the shecp, you arc their enerny, and God's adver-
sary, and 4 scatterer of the sheep whosc shepherd is God. How is it that you
scaiter thosc whom we gathered 

- 
from many peoplc witb uiany languagcs"?6 with

roil, rribulations, vigilance, f,asting. by lying on the ground, with exile, cbainl and
with long-sufierings, until we fulfilled the will of God and we fitled His housc with
rhc chosan peoptc, who arc rhe Church. the Holy Community. 19. Srrerch. O
bishop, -'-our right hand and, as an administraror of God, carc to provide for the
needs of widows. orphans, and those who have no sheltcr, tbe indigent" and alt
the poor fairhful, in such a way_ that they can fcgd rheir childrcn and [bc able ro
ovcrcomel the sickness which bcfalls them. l& Cdt the orphans w*ro follow you.7t
take c"rre to fced them. and do not let them fall into povcrty. Take care of the
youn-e virgin girl until she rcaches the age of marriage, and have her married to
one of thc fairhful. And so with respect to boys. train thim in some trade, reach
and feed them so that they c.rn have something to live oa, untit they can suppon
themselves with the work of their hands. 2lL Thc bishop must correc! tbe laymen.
so thar they shall not utter cunses. Carc must bc taken of all, be they clergymen
or laymen. BAS 29. Thc bishop who dresses in silk and 6ne clothings 

-and 
idorns

Arabic tcrt: .'a!dn' (6'57).
Ar.bic rert "... for a6:,ed pcriod of timc" (t'57).
Anbic tert: "... to evcry sin- (l:Jt).

Arabic rcxt: "Orhctvisc, how could he besrow ro orlss wbat hc has Bot?' (2i58).
Arabic tcrt "... who does not collccr erc" f3/5t).
Mt. 12.30, LIL lt, 23.
Arabk tcxt: "[f you arc] one vho scatrcrs thc shccp.. ." (4i5t),
That is, by rcaching in maoy Lan3luatps.
Anbic rcxr: "Lct thc os?hans bc vi$ you .lwalrs- (3/59).
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rruerhtdo Cnicfi fa'rch c'r'd'- (-htdex-

his tablc with vzricd and tasty food, wbilc tbc poor of his city go hungry and
nakcd, is not a bishop.

Third. The pcople must obcy thc bishop, and do what he commands thern-
DESQ t. The bishop is, next to God, your fathcr who bcgot you a second time
by water and the Holy Ghost. Hc is your God on carth afrcr thc Lord, the rue
God. And thc Lord has said through thc prophet David: '| have said: you at!
gods and all of you are sons of thc raost High.-z Hc dso said: ..Thou shalt
not spcak jll of thc gods,4 by whidr was meant the bishop. ?. O man, it is
thanks to bishops that God callcd you His son; know in this how He has honored
you and honor him who was for you thc causc of this higD honor. Do Dor the
l^H9tyl B"9kl say in connection with thosc who bcgot you in body: ..Honor rhy
fa$er ao-d thl mother so that tbou napst havc flongl life, and hc that says an
evil word to his father and his mothcr shall dic the deatb.'€ Must you then not
honor mtrch morc your spiritual fathcrs? Thcy, iodcc4 are the mcdirtors bcrtrccn
yo9 and God. Thcy havc bcgot you again by natcr aad tic Holy Ghosg and harrc
fed. you thc milk which is thc word of lcaraiag Thcy bavc strcoghcaed you by
their canons aad have rendercd you worthy to rcceive if. Uoay oitbc Saviorand
the venerated blood that is the blood of Our Lord Jcsus Christ- Tbey purified you
frgm all your sias and made you wotthy of His saiutly gracc and 

-a -partakei 
of

His iahcriancc. Fear them, for they gp gta by God tb. 
-poscr 

of life- and dcath,
in order that tbey may judge wboevcr sins aad delirer agaiast hin con&mnation
to the etcrnal fire; if he docs pcnance tbcy sbatt forgive thc si1 aad shall save
H*. TfJefgry v9u must love the bishop as a fathcr, fcar him as a king and
respcct him, jas the Lord.

You must give what is duc to him, and he uusr admiaistcr what is entnrsted
to him. Becausc he.-is the julgg cbosca by God to sct ia ordcr the things of
the Church, you shall never ask him to account [for his administration]. Thc-6nal
pan of this word is found in thc chaptcr on aims. NIeyA fi. The'gift to bc
given to the bishop shall. be.imposcd 9l ?c! city [uader nis lurisaiaionJ accord-
ing to.the prosperity-of thc city. Thc gift shall be biougbt ro 

-him 
e"ed year by

the priests. who will go round to thC pcople of thc cites and to the iro-nascri*
[ro collect ll__a4 _to_-bring ir ro thi bishop, so that he will be hclpcd in his
necessity.tr _-DESQ 7. If thc shcphcrd fatls into cvil, death is ctcarly *forc him.
RsrA 52- If therc is a-bishop who, bccausc of lack of wisdon, loras-vtngeance,h
is oot a bishop, but bcars the falsc ritle [of bishop]. He is not from 

'God, 
but

from men.

Fourth. On the bishop's rclationship with priests and archpriests, and with
qriesrs in -panicular. Apostle Paul said io Titus,- his disciplc 

"ad 
Uistrop: ..KDos

that I lefi thee to set in order the thinp that are waating and to ordain as
priests thosc who arc blameless."n The rest of this trxssaget is found in the
chapter - on priests. And in the chapter on the nass, it is said that the bishop
shall take his Place before the -altar, and his namc must be mentiooed ia every
prayer- RSTA A1 Tbe bishop shall uot be haughtv towards the pricsrs aad deacous,
nor thc priess towards the peoplc. 51. The bishop shall btes! tbe [priesrs], aad
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ncwr shatl the latter blcss hirn. He shall confcr ordinations' and rcceivt thc euloglr
by thc hand of bishops and noi by tha! of the griests;' 'hc shall ̂ {.pg1e any _pricst
*ho dct"r"ct to'bc dcposcd, but nol a bishop, as he cannot do tbis alonc. NIQYA
ffl. He must record and know atl the ranks of rhc pricsts and thcir positioa, lest
disputcs arisc bclween them regarding it" and hst thc rnen of tle Aposlolic Churcb
bc'cqual in rank with laymen. _ot. -[nt- ttre priess !c cqual in rankJ
with 

'the 
arclrpricsu. DESQ t. Bq O bishops' of - a - singlc heart _ a9oDg

yoursetves and 
-commiscrate 

with the sorrowful;.sa!,c- thc _brcthrcn -an$ fecd thc

oeople with harmony and purity of hean for their rcdemption. Teach them to be
bf in. witl, of one- spirit and of one body so that thly tnal bc one in thought

uiO io counscl, in accordancc with thc commandment of Our l-ord.

RSTB 11. A bisbop must not -leavt |tf: sn and -his city and go to. anothcr

city, unlcss it is to rcconcile other bishop likg hin, -wbo ary o-f -use- to the-pcoPlc

"fif,"f*ontry, 
by prornulEating la*s_ for the remissioa of thcir ft5:1^[la this

casel he shalt stay tfr-ere unfif thi need they hara of him is orrcr. NIQYI- ?. No

bi;h;p shalt rcceive a man ercommunicated by aoother bishop, rcgarg-l* of whethcr

tt. J..o*uaicatcd man rtas a pricst, a monk, or a layqqn- Neither shall he

looscn the excommunicated, nor say any,Pnyer of absoluriol, lest it bc a sign of

tr"t 111p1 for rhe bisbop who,cxcourmuriicated him. tf the bishop who extornmunica'

ted hini is wicked and-oppressivc, and his wickedness is knowu a!rcDg the bishoPs'

" 

-t"oon 
shalt bc made- io his supcrior, thc mc$oPolit'a, and the other bisho!,s-

lifr.--litn so th{r they may vrite to himabout his conduct and speak to him. If
hc pcrsists hc shall bc reqroVed-from his office.7L A bishop sltdl uot-go.to any
olace other than that to which hc is appointed, cither because his country is great

Ii r-"it in size or .because there is a scarcity of inhabiaots or Efts.rs He shall
not scck'a bcttcr sce tbaa it; he is not allowcd to do such a thing;-since errcry
man is givea his share by God. This pctl is comparable to -1hat- of laymen who
-arty r'-omcn. If in facr a man is on- bad-Ffltrs with his wifc, for rcasons- otAcr
ttran-adutary. and dcsires to rcplacc hcr with anotherroman betrcr than she, he
sins gravcly. Similarly, bishops and priess who seek what is bctter than thcir country
iii" i;.3r.fvl. We 

"iCommunicatc 
and deposc such men, for such a habir is a bad

bne. 
-,{nd - 

if there is any ground tbat justifics lcaving the city, so much so that
there is no alternatiw but bcing transfcrrcd fron it' hc may [eavc itl, and must
be scnr ro another city, if it is recognizcd that his purity, his good administratioa,
and his faitb were noi afrected by this. If hc is woGhy, hc shall bc transfcrred to
a higher [scel. bccausc he, did not leavc his first sce of his own will.

DESe U. tf a bishop comes to the sce of another bishop in- scarch of honor
and praisc-, and stays there for a long tirne bccausc he 6nds it advantagcous to be
away'from [his secf and if he knows thar the bishop ol tha-t sce has lirtlc lcaraing
he 

'musr 
ait dcspise or scoff at tbis bishop, nor shall hc bless tbc priests who

gant rhe full btessings for only tbc bishop of the scc is csritled to bless thcm,

I

I
t
l
i
,

I
I
J
T

J

j,
I

I t4.

t5.

t6.

Accordinr ro POEFNM 9rZ, l'.@.En-, I "antog." in this coolert ra ns P2GS t lo'i
;.rft ff"fi Eucharisr": h*. a trishoF shall rcccivc rbe Eudt titt from the hands of another
Urfrop. lior.'crr, culoSr. propcrty spceti4, b tlrc blcsscd brced shbh b dilributcd amon3
rtrc cUrfy et the cnd of rhc mass.
Ar.bic r€*t: ... . -u6lcss hc b rrqucsrcd to oomc by eaothcr bistrop fc rhe relidous Mt
of thc fplc of rhc city hc is goiog ro" (2/62)-

Anbic tcrt: "He stratl oot 3o lo roothcr co|lrttf| on ihc 49n9- thrt hb o*a counry b
arid, !ndl, sparscly popgbred. or hrs roo fcs rnog srcrks- . --(4,'62)-
oetri, fii-i, di,.trttti '{ull blessing,- b rtso brcrpracd to lrra! il:t+' 'irPpobtmcot-

FOEFNM 95-2.
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tcst Oc pcople dcspise hinr. He Erust not ordain lPriestsf ltd ba abccat from his
chusch rior-rnust he absent hirnself for rnorc tban lhtct *=eks to anend to his
own afrairs. And if he strys for a long tirne at thc place he weat to for some
purpose, he shatt not be accompanicd by-.morc -than threc Rersoasa-RSfG. ?(f, No
icsti1nony of lreretics shall be acceptcd againsr a bishop. RSTB lil Thc tcstimony of
onty oni bishop against him shatl Dol bc acccptcd-

Fifth. Oa the bishops' qlnd, whictr must take placc twicc a ycar. This part
is in tx/o scctions.

Firsr- RSTB t7; RSTG 2t; S,l8 20. Tbe syuod of bishops shall 9ke place
twicc a ycar, and shalt dcal with mattcrs pertaiaing to thc churcfi and with matters
of inarfraaiion or arraagsrncnt which arc diEeutt for somc. t|rc bis-hops -tEU put
an ead to the scandals f;und in the churcb- If tbcrc are cnrriticq they shall scttle
ii"- ecaofuUy. The 6nt qrnod .hell be calld on tbe fourtb ltck of tbc trly
[days 

'betwccn- 
Eastcr and irentecoa]. The second slmod shdl ba called oa the

l2th of Tckcot

Sccond. 1rltQ ?; MQYA 15. Tbe bishops of cvcry placc sball mcct their ractro-
poliras or tbcir- puiarcL twiec a ycar. Thc frs neqfag shall tate pEF _before
iiot, to rcmov: cvil aad aBger, aad to nake their sacdfice during tbc Hoty ̂ kntco
tine purc and aceeptable to God. Tha secosd shall be hcld is sutuns, aftcr the
Fcast'of thc Cross,'Uccause epidcaics aod srddcn dcath are norefrequcot.-il sumrner
aod ia autuma. Fhur it is- hddJ to 1qsurc love sod !9ace before dcath artd tbat
they nay go tg',Olur Lord Jcsus Cfuist clcan aod pure. lftcy sball ncctt to cranine
scni"nces 

-pas[d 
on pricsts and othcrs-nAon the bishops havp crconmunicatcd'

lest thcre 
-be 

spitc or anything tikc it; and thcy ltre[ judge accordiog _b wb4 -theY
deem propcr. &O if it is knowu that somc oac of thc priests has ofiendcd a bisbop,
hc shall- ie punished scvcr'ely, and shall bc prev=ntcd from eatcdDg thc chrncb and
from associaiiug with tbe faithfut. If he obcys tnc _bishgn tby acccpting thc puaisb-
mentJ, he shalf Dot bc rcproached by the synod for his iin, for ltc has confcsscd
to obtain pardon for tbe hate, tbe anger and thc evil he bas committed agaiost the
bishop. Tbey shall rcstorc him to his forarer positioa. If the lgbop bcars malicc
aad ii aogry aod violent rEriost bim, la the bisbop be dcpoccd.a

DESQ .{L If any bisbop is catlcd i6 thic's}'so4 he sball not fail to coEc,
aad must-uot abscnt himsetf 

-unless 
he has a.knowa and justi$iag causc, [iawhich

case] he shall wrirc a lener explainiag tbe. cause and shall be gwco pcrmission.
NIQYA- As they are gathered with the pauiarch to ask aill the questions thcy may
have,re hc shali give his decisions. Thcy shall kccp tbe procecdiogs scq?t ualess
they deem it necessary to reveal them to 'sottteonc wbo has great knowledge and
faiih. No one except the lcaraed men shall sver stay near the bisbops [during_ the
s1mdl. At the ceotre of the asscmbly room a chair shall be placed; the tloly
Gospi'l shall be placed upoo it The pauiarch shdl sit faciug the bishops aad the
doors shall bc closcd. Thcy shalt staad up togetber and pray, and tben they shall
sit dowa aad examiae secretly the matter that was tbe cause of tbcir gatbcriag. Aad
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Ll?.tf r '.hc shelt oor ordain,- b rn croocous nnsf*ion of "bc rhJl aot ltry out [of
hb diecl- €/63l
Anbic lcrr: "lf tbc ore sho did *tog b the bbtrop, hc lbdl aot bc rll6nrcd to do ro
rld dtall bc vencd end reproecfrcd by tbc syDod for bb frulL If hc confcsscs it, hc rbell bc
fo,ryirco, hn if hc dilPleys-e bac tucotioo, ilDtsr,...bc ltrtll bc dcpoccf (U69.
Anb& t!rt: "...on rcgount of rnattcr ?hi.{ bc nustcreninc:od o sb6 hc nust live
r ndisg- (2/55).
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whcn they arivc at a scntencc rnitigatcd by nrcrsy ?Dd lqf ir against the person
who dese-rrcs ir, as Ood wishes rt" thcy shall malc it public.

Sixrh. RSTG ?t; NIQYA 5h SAI( 23. The cpiscopal office shatt not bc transmit-
rcd by succession. The la* [of thc churchJ docs not authotizc this. bccausc thal
oftcc'is a divine thing [t shall not bc bcqucathedl eithcr to relativcs or to non-
relativcs.r The same hoHs true for the Priesthood-rl

Serenrh, NIQYA 5* Two bishops shall ao_t .bc appoinrcd over one city. lf the
iahabitanrsiof a- city or a villagc disaglce [with their bishopl so that they ans
dividcd into two parts, and as a rcsult 1ngthFr bishop- is appointcd, an- inquiry
sball bc made inro it. And if nothing which warrants dcposition is found against
thc frsr bishop, he shall occupy his placa But if somcthing is found agains hiat,
he shall be oicogrmunicatcd ald shdl bc rcplaccd by anothcr agaiast whom tbcte
is ao blame. DAQ 5?. Two bishops may not be pcrrained to sray both in one
city; it is only thJ abrotros, that is. the Qornos who acts on behalf of the bishop,
who may silay there. lf thc bishop is in the city, tbe Qomos shall not do anything
without coasulting lhe bisbop of thc tjlfgt.o

Eitfith. This pan deats eirh causcs which, if prov:d atninst thc bishop---even if
ir is only oae that is proved-briag abour the tcmoval of the bishop from his
ofrcc. ln this cfrbpter they arc twentydra. Thc 6rst, second, third,,and fouqth penain
to oDe wbo takei tbe episcopal oficc sith'bribcry, violenq or fraud and one nAo
coofen lthat rankl aftcr taking a bribc. RSTB An; MQYA 53; BAS {5. The
bishop, pnesr, or dcacon vho receivrs [holyJ ordcrs with bribcry, shall be deposcd.
as shdl be he sho ordiained him, and no onc shall associatc with eithcr, as l,
P*r, did sith Simon, thc magiciau. RSIB 2f. If oae anails'himsclf of assistance
glven by secular prioccs and is placel orcr the churcb by them,_he shall _be deposed
aad erpelled tog:ther sith those who scrt his companions. RSTG 2& Or: whoso'
ever promises to givt bribes and is conscgueotly appointcd by fraud, shall harc
his appointment rejected. lf hc obtains it fraudulentln he shall bc deposcd and shall
be considered as a heatbcn by you. He sball be drivcn away froo thc Churcb of
God aad one shall avoid spcaking to him or associating with him. as l. Petcr,
avoided any association with Simon. thc magician. ad expellcd hirn from the Church
of God by the command of the Holy Ghosr BAS a5. If any bishop rccciv:s goods
frorn a pcnson he ordains aad thc latter is not worthy, he shall be cxcommunicated.
Thc magician Simon mentioned by the Apostles in thcir canons is the onc who was
meationed by Lukc in the boot of thc Acrs [of the Apostles[ when he said: -Whcn

Simon saw that the Holy Ghost was given by the imposition of thc Apostles'hands.
hc offercd them rnoney, saying: €irrc me also rhis poucr rhat wlren I lay my
hand [on someoneJ he may receive the Holy Ghost.'But Simon Fater koown as PetcrJ
said to him: 'I-ct thy money go to pcrdition with thec. because thou hast thoughr that
thc gift of God tnay h purchascd with wordly money. Tbou hast no part nor
lot io rhis faith, for rhy bcan is not right iu the sight of God; but do comc back
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Tlrc Antic rcrt !ays: "Tbe oficr $all nor bc boqueathcd or girto rsay rs e doution"
(|.j66).

Arabic rcrt: {...bcceuse prLsthood is not inhcriteUlc" C/66).
Ar.bic tc*t: "Tlrre rh.ll b. no bislrops, hrt only vicus in the vilhscs. But if a bisbop
*zs egpointcd [to a vilgc] bdorc ltbc conrcndon of thid council [ht fu bc so. but] hc shrtl
do aorhin8...' (4/66). Guidi urcs thc rs"m gerioderte tarhcr than vicer bclieviry ther
thc Anbic tlrnl. 6nts (from whL*r rhc tetm abmrosl b e aomrpted vssion of tbc Grrrt
pri*ttc. Ibitl Horcrq. ir sould rccnr tl'ot abotros b eloscr to tbc Gttl/r, cpitrops.

T* 
"vicrr. adrnisisnabr," erc.
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Fifth [causc]. RSTG ?It. lf, in matter conceraing his administrstion. any bishop
placcs himself under thc protection of outsiders or sccular princes to tct help from
thern in ruling the church, and tries to debase God's people [undcr his jurisdictionJ,
or to bc unduly haughty towards thern, or to appropriate anothcr bishop's church,
he shall be excom.municatcd and deposcd, totcthet with all thosc who helpcd him in
this deed.

Sirth [causc[ BAS 15. lf a bishop accepts pres.nts from pricsts and deacons
and rcfrains from ousting thcm frora their officcs in spia of a judgment against
thenr, he shatl bc depocd.

Scventh [cause], SAf f7. If a pauiarcb, a mctropolir'p or a bisbop-siacc.this
holds good in all tbrcc cssc-rcsigns fron'his ofrce aftcr his appointmcat and
acceptancc, cvcn for a singfe &y or hour of tbc appointsrcoL aod thcn ffecs frosr
his sce, he shall bc rcproachcd by the peoplc of his country until he asscats and
rcturns to his scc. Otherwis€, hG shdl bc drivco away froar the place where he
desircd to rcmain and preveared from associatiag with thc conmuoity. lf be docs
not nerurn after the rcqucst of the pcople of his couotry, tbey rnay choose. lf thcy
wish, they may lct bim stay with thema aad nay mcation his namc [in their
prayersl. But if they ar€ agaiast hin,. rhey sball aot ncatioo his aamc, becausc
they must pray for him only if he bas Faycd fcr thcn

Eighth ag{ ninth [causcsJ, RSTB {1. lf a bishop or priest or dcacoo has been
ordained twild; he shdl be dcposcd together with the one who ordaincd hin, ualess
he provcs that hc was ordained the 6rst time by herctics. R,STG ZL Similarly, if
hc had married twice before his ordioation aad rras ordaincd latcr, be sbdl bc
deposcd together with rhe one who ordained him. But if the one who ordaioed
him did not conniw with him,ti oaly. thc ordaioed shall bc, deposed.

Tenth [causeJ, NIQYA 3f. If there is a bishop who likcs takiag seveags aad is
prone to anger, so much so that he binds and exconnuaicatcs very oftca, never
refrains from this [conductl, is always hungry for honor, aad oerm quis bis spite
in issuing excommunications, he shatl be dcposed. Similarly, dl rhosc vbo arc likc
him shall bc excommunicatcd. DESQ 10. lf a bishop,. whosc duty is to judgc,
dclivers an unjust judgment agaiast aayoDe, the ijudgaeDt hc delivers shqll nrsa
aiainst him. RSTB U. A bishop musr be a leadcr who admonishes thc people
and binds them with the cross. and not with excommunication: never shall hc biad
or excommunisate unjustly. lf he binds oi excommunicates unjustly, with the desire
ro sadden rhe people- or to mislead them. or to make thcm entrcat hisr,s he shall
be bound and excommunicated by God and his priests shdl justly enough risc
against him. lf they cannot s€ttle the maner in any otber way, they shall infornr
the metropolitan or the patriarch, who shall justty enough risc agaiast himt and
shall not allow bim to offend agaiost Christ's shecp, which Hc bought witb His

Acts t, t8 fr.
Arabic tcrt: "...$ct shall r:ircrlre him- (l;6t).
Aabic tert: "... eith the erc$tion of rhorc crscs slrre rhe Dccson elp or&incd thc
pricst res ignorant of rlrc fect thet rhe Druer wes rr.rtid rr icc" (2/6t).
Anbic rcrr: ".-. dcsirous ro serisfy hb cEo rnd ro hunilierc rad sreke the poople sub'nit
rc hin' (5/69).
Antdc rert: "...hc sbdl bc noovcd froo bb offics- (3/69).
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blood. or to erasperate aDd induce then to blasphemc God and dcny His saintly
law. Ncithcr .shatl he bc'allowed ro judge nor shall he command as one invested
wift authority., [And once deposcdJ. hc shall be ststdfast in his faith.r admiring
fairly his faulr. [and doing pcnance for it]. as hc ought to. He shall ask for for-
giveness from God for his injustice.e Thc jldgcs shall not lcaw hirn to Eturn to
his.wrong ways, and the pcople shall consider his punishment as something to his
benefiLro 8s something he dcscrved, and he shall cntrcat God for forgit'encss forl
his fault-

Eleventh lcauscl, RSTG 52; RSTB 5f; RSTD n, * Thc bishop or the priest
or the dcacon who aeglccts to tcaci his pricas and his peoPlc and neglets the
scrvice and fear of God,rot tlt U be put apsrt. If Itc Pcrsists in his ncgligieoce, hc
rhall bc deposcd. G ?. And so Our Lord did aad Aught -from -tbe - begiaaing.
Lukc has siid: ..All the Apostles wsrc pcrscwfiant to tcach the eatirc day in thc
sanetuary aod,the tGmpla"!@ So also, Faul connaads his disciple to bc pe'rscrsaiit
ia tcaching.

Twclfth [causeJ. RSTB 5{; RSTB {t If there is a bishop or pricst who akes
Do care of the priess and poor and does aot givc to thcm what he can afrord to
glne, he shall be sct aparl If he persiss in his indifrereacc, bc shall bc dcposed,
as he is a killer of his brothcr. 

.r

Thincenth [causeJ, RSTB 35; RSTG ,12. Tbc bishop or the pricst who neceives
not the sioncrlpho has rcpenrcd shall bc dcposcd, for bc bas traasgrcsscd what
Our Lord Jcsrs Christ b". said: "Therc' shrll !s great joy in heavco ovrEr ooe
sianer wbo does penaDce.-rs G 7. ADd Our Lord cans 'inot to call thc just, but
the sinacrs to penancs."tor

Fourtceoih [causeJ, R^STB {f. lf any bishop or piest ordeacon is a habitual
drunkard, an cryil-docr or one who does oo good deed* 1\ or sccks usury frou
ens who payr a debt PET 15, or if be is a false witoess aad backbitcr, 2!1, or
is haughty towards othen and acts as if he werc grcater thaD tbey and watches
afrer the pcoplc of God with indifrerence. he will aot bavc a good oame ia lifc, aor
mersl from God aftcr death. 17. No onc shall bc a shief of Clriscians aod no
one shalt bc cntrusted with the goveroncat of tbc ciurch but tbe onc nfio knows
its lavs and its canoas and observcs 6cn. If be transgresscs tbera, he sball bc
deposcd by force from his office. MQYA 19. The one who lies doqm sith a hcathcD
woman, or with a foraicatress, shall be driven away and deposed from his oftce.
No clergyman shall cohabit with such women, hst hc diminish the faith of the
faithful and the priess.tos Hc shall also avoid cohabitatioa with [women] friends for

@9lr1 , Flb?, r moslared .s "he sh.lt bc scadfasr b bb faith," nay rbo mn
e? | 0?f ' 9rA | ..[occ {sp64{1 he sftall lirc s a byunn,- FOEFNM t0Z-3.
Thc rboe cndition b madc posdblc by rr dirt8 tl,*.ey r at\"fur{rLc r ..Hc rhatt .st
fforyi'eocssf frorn God": insrcad of a9+ef r IFEA{HrG r ..God sh.il .sk for en
rccomdg from bin' lEid.
This Xssagc b mady e rcaairion of ubet fcccdcr il.
Atrbic rcd: "Tbe bidrop.. -stro lcgbets to tcrcb hil prilns thc !.ryb ead fcar of God-
QirB).
Asts 5, 4Z
l}- t5, 7.
Mr I, tl.
Atebis tst: "...lhc coofdcnce thc f.itbful bevc ia thc dcrsy end rhe EsDGct rhe forrner
ber= for thc bn€r" (4t0).

t :
f l

9t.

99.

ll2.
t03.
l(x.
105.
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Christians and especially against &eir chicfs, sbo arl raBslss and closc to 6od:
lrc trics to drirc them far from Him and fron thcir sacerdotal dcgrcc.

Fiftcenth [cause[ RSTA 3{, RSTG 24. lf a bishop ordaias 8 prtcst outside thc
jurisdiction of his sce without the conscnt of the holder of rhe sce' he shatl be
dcposcd. SAQ t2" lf a person corrtes to a ciry other than his osrt or Fsscs through
it, with the intention to be ordaincd as a pricst or deacon tbere, [tbe bishop of
rhat cityl may not ordain him. unless he is accompanied by his own bishop, or
unless the rnetropolitan and the bishopc of his couatry havc givea hisr qcdcrrtials.tq
lf a bishop [ordains foreignerst of bis own will, the holy orders of &osc whom hc
has ordained shall be null and hc shall be d€posd.

Sixtccnth [causcJ, BAS :l& If a bishop cxpds a pricst, and anotbcr -bishop
accapts hin with tbc tnowlcdgc of his cxpulsioq thc acccpting bisbop shAl bc
deposed. If tbe pricsts expel a bishop on rvton thae was ao blamc, and replaca
him with another, tbis }atrcr shall bc dcposcd fron tbe episcopal officc he holds.
MQYA 51. No bishop may loosca or bind oac wto *zs properly Grcommuaicatcd
by another bishop who is still liviag: but if tbc bishop has die4 his successor rray
loosea the one who was excomnuaicatcd. The potriarch has po*rr to looscn and
to bind both,ro bccause he is like th1 nastcr of the house.

Scventcenth [causcl, RSTB 5; RIiTG 6. If a tfshop is gr=o to sccular afairs,
he shall be dcposcd. RSTG n. A bishop E8y Dot withdraw himsclf from the
service of C[pgt and bc apporatcd to a$y ofrce of thc Ling. If he fcnantly dcsircs
such a thin$,'he shdl bc dcposcd, since Our Lord has said: 'No sctvant ctn serve
two masterr, for he will either irritatc the one or please the othcr."la

Eighteenth [euse], SAK 11. If any bishop or miniscr of the church gocs to
the king without thc vcrbal or crittcn ordcr of his supcrior, he shdl be sborn of
his raak, prevented from association with thc faithful, aod depdved of the honor
be uscd to harc.

Nincteenth [causcJ, RSTB l& Evcry bishop or priest or dacoa who io ordcr
to be feared by the pcople strikes a membcr of the faithful or aD infdel when hc
commits a sin, shdl be deposed.

Twentieth [causel, PETROS lO A bishop shall bc trmoved from his oficc if
hc bclieves in thc calculus of the stars,roe as will be he who belicves thc talk of
diviners and sorsstrrs, and accepts thcir words

Twenty-first [causc[ RSTG {4. tf a bishop or priest or deacon uas baptized by
herctics, or has rcc:ived their Eucharist" he shall bc deposed, {3, and if he has
prayed with thcm, he shall bc sct apart

Twenty-sccond [causeJ. ENQORA f7. If one is appoiotcd bishop ia his countrJ,rro
but is not accepted by tbe inhabitants of tbat country or by thc greatcr part of

l(,5. TlE pcss4r is e disrction of thc Arebrc tcrr, slricfi runs: "tf hc (fhc Uslrop) passcs
through roorhcr bbhoel dicc or if thc dirsc b thc aim of his Funcy, .rd bc sishcs
ro ordein someone pricst or deacon, he is not dlonrcd ro do it erlea if a sccood bbhop
is sith him, unlcss..." (li7l).

l0D. /e., rhc ooc sho has cxcommunicatcd and rhc orc rho cras €rcomrnuaicatcd.
tG. ML 5' 24; Lb f6, 3.
l(8. Lc., esrologr.
It0. Arabic lcst: "-..b roy cotmnf- (2i?2).
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their asscmbly, or if therc is a dispure on his .ccount or if they want to .tlo lo
another sce bccausc of rheir opposition to the one sho is appointod-lo their-rce.
a disdnaion musr be made.rrr''lf the opposcd bishop hurnbles himself end wishes
io remain a pricst, as hc sas bcforc bcing appoinrcd bishop.- let it be so, and
ii. cpiscolrl iank hc held shall bc recogrizcd, and hc -shall havc scniority. but

"nty 
in rhi asscmbly. lf hc provokes dissension against thc bishop -who rvas lappoint-

cdl in ftar place las his rcplacernentl and alqinst rle 9ue sho consccrared the
tli,.f-ir: hc 

'shatl 
i. Oeposda frorn ihe saserdotal dfnity es *ell. But if he is

*tiAioor of rbe wctfarc of the dioccsa hc sball bcconp bishop cgai$' efter he
beharrcs well, and shall bc takcn out of the rassrdotal dcgrec'

Tycnty-third [causcJ, RSTG A. lf a bishop is eccuscd- by rcliablc faithful..rhe
o6er bishopo shati call'irim and whcn lT *tf,, if. hc ggnfcsscs his sitl' they shan
aOnonish him for *1131 h; Jia aoa chsll punish him. lf -hc rcfuscs to coms they_
;h.U-;"d t" frit ta stvoy ttPrcseotiry -the $sh99r- cirhcr once or twicc' And if
;;;i"r* thcy shall scnd iim an cnvoy for the third tinc. lf he does not oome'
ihe council of ttre bishops shatl ordet his depoeition lcst hc betievt rhd his refusal
to come ro the council bf ftre bishope *as to bis edvanage.

T*:nty-fourth [causc]. MQYA- tf e birhop g6s on e jouracy and lcavcs- his
sce, he shalt not abceni hir11sctf for oore thsn dr nontbs. lf he erceds [this
p.ri.Ot unnccessarily and without pcrnrissiol o,f the Pstrbtch and cclebrates the
icasr 6f Easrcr in a sce other thst his oum. b sball bc suspended frorn his priestly
raAk. ,l i,,o

T*enty-6ftb lcausel, RSTG la !f a bishop rpcciws _ lite - sny othqr Pncst a
priest wtro left bis owa church. and if he docs not scnd him back st tbc tcquest
bf Hs Uistop, he shatl be cxpelled. RSTA 2&lVhosoevtr gtEs money to-bc sPporn-
red bishop iirall haw his aipointmcat ennullcd and he ufio coasccrated him must
be puaisbed

All rhesc provisions [on bishopsl are in addition to whatel:r is found in thc
chapter on piiests and other cbapter:.

g+arltrg r "e dbtirrtion rnugt be ntdc,- ! rbo taken to ttcao "hc tbdl bG dceorcd-t
ifcncc, rbc p.st F Bidls bc Ead,-... hc$all bc dcporcd. ADd if hc hsnucs ...-9OE-
FNM 16Z
Glcs: "rbe purierct--
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CTIAPTEN VI

PRIESTS

This chaptcr is divided into sir parts: tbc requircrnents Dcccssary for
appointmentl, ordination, thc ranks, the preccpts, causes of deposition, and matters
vhich are not causes for dcpositioa.

I. The rcq$rcDols:

Aposlc Paul said to his disciplc Tiru5, 1l: "KDow that I hft thce so
that thou mightst put is ordcr thc things that wcrl waating aod that tbou
mighsr ordain piiests in every city, as I hsd commaadcd thee; lthe pcson
to bc ordained must bcJ onc who is without blanc, rbe busbaad of one wifa
with faithful children who atr not accussd of tuxuty, who atr aot obstiuatg aad
sho are obedient. For it is propcr that a pricst, as thc stGvard of God, be blane.
lcss- Hc must not be one sho bihaves by following his o*l couascl only,r nor
one who nur:es a grudge. who is .givea to nrrdr wine, sho is rcatly to strikc
otber$ or who is greedy for filthy profits. Ratber bc should be grwo to bospiality
and to good dceds. chaste, just aad good, ooe who rcstrains hirnself from cooerr
pisccnces, wbo hclps rcacb thc word of faith" wbo can consolc othcrs by eachiag
justie andilrfho rcbukcs gainsaycrs and dcccivcrs.": QATAG lf. A pricst sball bc
ordaincd at tbe age of thirty. Evcn if he is sorthy [bcfore that age[ hc shall
urait until be rcachcs ir. bccausc Our Lord nas baptizcd at thc age of thirty. and
then He bcgan ro reacb. BAS t3. One who cannot interprct ttre words of thc
Divini looks [acceprcd asJ good. especially tbe four Gospels, sball aot bc ordaiacd.
{7. Aod no one shall be a priest unless firc persons rcstify to his wortrhiness.

lI. O! ordinrtion:

RSTA 4 g. When a bishop waas to ordain a priest, he shall irnposc his
hands on his head: all thc priestg as *rll, shall stand up. touch him, and pray
over him in the manner already prescribcd in the chapter on bishops. BAS 10.
And no one shall be ordained priest or deacou without the approvzl of the bishop
who has jurisdiction over him. RSTG 2. And only one bishop shall ordain [a
pricst,l for the bishop's rank comes third.r

m. Tbc nah:

DESQ l. A pricst is like a tcacher: 7. priests shall b: considered by you as
tcachers of the knowlcdge of God. and you shall receive from them the vord of
thc true faith and the true doctrine that we taught.' Our Lord has commended
us when He wanted to send us [to prcach the GospelJ by saying: *Go, aad teach
ye all aations, baptizc tbem in the aame of the Fatber aod of the Son and of thc

l. The ebore is r lircral translatioo of nl,/'}o.C t A,?ttl t tGtt I but ir racaos rhar trc must
not bc proud. Cf. Tir. l, 7.

2- Tir. t. 5 fr.
3. This eratigous phtzsc may mcen that e birhop is nntsd eficr pricsts lnd dcacoos. Guidi's

conjccrurc is rhat the word "Ihird" *as impropcrly ioscned hcri: it b mott litdy &er thc
rtansbror confuscs ir wirh the nerr trcading tl.?5).

1. Anbic terr: ".-.[rhc rnrc tcadfDsl shictt rbcy rnlormc. ro ,fou oo our bcb.f GFs)-
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Holy Ghost: teach thcm to obccrw all thingf whatsoevcr I baw commrndcd you.r 31.
I piiest has only one powef and- th-at is to tcaclr, fo bap-tiz1 to say mass, - and
ro givc bencdicribn to ihe pcoplc. & Hc shall be sith the bishop whcn thc lattcr
sits-to judec. RSTA 5& Ha shall givc bcnediaion bul he shall not rcceire bcncdic-
rion frim 

-onc 
who is infcrior to trim in rank: hc shall rcclive thc eulogy from

thc"bishop and from a priest on an equll fgoling with -him. He shatl imposc his
hands on the head of the pcople but hc shall oot ordain anyone nor shall he
depose anyone"' He shatt noi cipct one who has ommitted a fault. The rord
yhich is in the bool of the canons of the Apostles [saysl: 

'And hc shall aocuse
the onc who has a fault if the laUer is one wbo dcs;rves- punishment.'{

tY. Tb pcrtilclt !o biE: j

Pctef bas ,said in his first ledcr: 'And tbc priests that arc amoog you, I, q
pricsq tbcir compaaiour bcsccch theu by s8ylngr Fccd -th iock of God which
is among you,. piovidc thcm sith tbe spirit of God rct by constraiat, bttr willing
ly; not 

-wittr 
Ua spirit, but with pcaceful hcan; not like masters who tcnify, but

as a shephcrd to a f,ock, so that, whcn lhe Prioce of shcphcrds shdl appear, you
may receiw a aever-fadiag croeD of gloty.€ RSIB la Priesrs shdl be like thc
senio,rsr. wbo did not talie etro one wifc, so that tbey nay prticipaa io thc
mysteries with the bishop aod bclp him in evcrythiag and gathcr with love around
their pastor.

The inrcmrptor bas said: "I rhint tbtt thc scaiors mentioned abow
are tbe tienty-foru priests who were spirituat mini$ccs.-ro

Thc pricsts who staod at thc right must be sure to belp in the sanctua4t, to -bo_aor the
one wbo dgserves honor and to debasc the oae vho desct'v:s to bc debascd.tl But the
priestg whg. staad to the. left shall take carc of tlrc peoplc Atbered !q tht church aad oale
surc that they att quiet, do not cause disturbanceg bebarc wcll !a ev€r!' r€spcct, aod
are fully oHieat. DAQ 57. Priests nust Dot *alt abead of the bishop arouod
the altar, sor shall they entcr thc sanctuary bcforc birn, lor scat themselvrs around
the bishop's chah until thc bishop scats hisrself in their midst: tbey shall cotcr
aficr rhe bigbop They shall not sit around bim ualcss tbey are ill, or tired becausc
of a journey aad the command fto sir donml is gven ,thcm [W tbe bisbop].

MAG 7. A priest shall aot go to the nuptiial banquct of oae sbo married two sis-
tcrs. As thc one who stays with two sistcrs must do penance, bow thea is ir
possiblc that a priest cat with hirn at such a banqua? BAS 5f. No priest shall
add a burdcn of any sort on thc pcoplc beyoad lthat iloposcd by] tbe canons of
our fathers, rhe Apostlcs. LUQ. "Noq thereforr, why do you tetDpl God and put
a yoke upon the ncck of the disciples which oeitber our fathers Dor wG are able
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Mr. tA 1F20.

E t Pi'ilf, I al.h$ t "oDc po*u fior binrcltl only,- io thc:cosc tbt hc c.i-ot ord.i! prirrts.
Gloss: thrl0@ r 'r!s rball rceuschim." This rnceas rhetepricst rbell aotc*pcl but rccrsc
thc oc vho lns commturcd e feult, PIOEFNM ll0-l .
hAtF r "tbcb cornpnioo,- b iorcrpracd rs tq.lrtfG I dl$ttlfo. r 'trct cdDF-
nion" thcir brothcr- FOEFNM tlG.2; Guidi undcrsaods t|rL pass4ees "I,. pricst, difiqcnt froo
thcm...," that r$ bevisg e hisbcr r.slc rbro thco (tc4?O rld (1,'?6).
l k - 5 ,  1 f i .
RGv. a, A
hrrjih{lcPt..-olF!'t? t... rcodercd as .'to hooor- rod'.to dcb$c' erc telca ro
rsa 04;f. r r+OA | ?-L1.1@", r O&J} I Oai r r+OA | ?.ltQr.? I O*i r 9fotbj}rrn.Sr
Itttc pricsGi sbrlt hclpl ... ro Srvr the Eudrarist to thorc rto raust rcceir= it first rnd tbco
lo tbo.c rDo aust rcceivc is Lr€r,- POEFNM lll-1.
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to bear? For this rsason I say that you must not rdd rny uoublc to tho* who
arc convertd to God. Noq it seemed good to _tbi^_Holy Ghort ud to us to by
no further burden upon you beyond thesc thiagsta which you sba[ not do. "ft
BAS 53. No pricst shall undrcss himsclf beforc anothsr man, crcept in casc of
oecessity.^ lf he nceds anq . wishes to go to [publicl baths, hc shan go only with
othefi of rank equal to hir and before the comihg of the laymea to thi bath.
NIQYA 59. The. pricsls shall gather around thcir bishops three rimes a year and
shall eramirc crcrything they nced.

V. Tbc Drtt tfict dceb rtth thc ouscs fut bitg rbost e First's dcpadtiol:

Mention has already bccn made in the chaptcr on bishops of sonc of thesc causcsr
{and the factl that they werc promulgatcd io *riting seecl$ing tbcir nunbcr. The
followiag arc the caurs: any priest who attains thc rant of pncst witb bribcry,
by intinidation, by favoritisq by deccit, or by prornising bribes, lshall be dcpoicdl.
Also onc who has been ordaincd twie or ooe who has marLd two vircq or
one who neglccts thc cducation of his pcoph, or orr ybo does lot takc carc of the
poor priests nor help them, [shall bc deposcd- Tbc following dso shstl be dcpod]:
ooc who does not accept the repentancc of sinncrs; orc who is tsown to have
given falsc tcstimony or to havr backbittco peoplc; ooc who is bnugbty; olc wbo
knows thc law but docs not obscree, it: one who is giwn to dnralccancss and to
evil doing: ore who habitually neglects to do good; onc who leads with intcrcst;
one who livtsr' with a fornicatrcss" errcn if shc is his goddaughtcr, or does any-
thing similar:,one who goes to the king without'the pqrnission of his supcrioi;
one who strtkes somoone to trriS the people: one who beliews ia the caleulus
of thc stars; one who bclieves in thc saytngs of diviocrs and sorccrers; oae who
was bapdzcd by hcrctics; ot one who takes thcir Eucharist or pEsys with thcn.
other qruses arc found in the cbaptcr on the clcrgr,ri *6 ohis -is 

its suunary.
Tbe fbltowing persoos shall be erpelled or deposcd: oD9 who nalcs hioesctf ia
cuouch; one who is fouad committing fornicatioa, tbeft or s$aring falscly; ooc wbo
bclieves rbat marriage or eating meat or driaking wine is a prohibiad thiag; one
who eats in markeB and drinks in bangucts; one who cats fanimals whicb arc
foundJ dcadr6 or [anirnals] that we'rc half-calca by wild anigrali; one who entsrs
thc rcmple of Jews or who cntcrs the churchcs of hcretics to bc curcd; ooc who
fasts. with Jews and celebrates the feast [of PassovcrJ with tbco, or receives gifu
fofrered] gurilg their fcasts: one sho scads [giftsl to iheir tcuph or to the sacred
places of infidels or to churches of heretics; ona who briap grfu to or speaks
and prays with an excommunicated pcson or with oae wtro is ctrt otr firom tbe
cornmuuity- of the faithfull:t? or oue who goes on a jouney witbout a written pcr-
missioo of his bishop.

The last causcs are found in this chapter and they arc ten in number.

Thc frst is: RSTB 3. A priest or a dcacon who parts with his wife under
the prctext of scrviag God is not allosed to do so,, and if hc divorccs his wife

Thet_t, thc prohibitions 'Fingt ceting food !.cri6ccd ro idob eod cerirU blood. Sc. Acts
!5. 29.
Acts 15, 10. 19,28,
OhO t litcrally "to ley wirh,- connore '.ro cohebir" (2f78).
Cbaprcr IX.
Tb.t b, laio* tbtt rcrr oor shin riruelly.
Glots: '{rcvcrrcdt from thc faitb."
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undcr this prctext he shall be deposcd. RSTG 5. Similarly, if he scnds her away
to dcvotc hinrsclf to a solitary and monastic lifc; lhc shall bc dcpoccdl.

Scconrl: RSTB t9; SAK {. lf any pricst or dcacon is removed from his ofticc
justly due to his fautt. and thcn darcs ro perform the. sacrcd scrviee as he uscd

io Oo bcforc his,.,rcmovat. he sbatt bc complercly scvercd from the church. as shall
bc the onc rrhor wcll awarc of his cas€, has communicrtion with him.

T h i r d : R S T B 2 a S A X S . - " . . l f a p r i e s t o r d e a c o n d e s p i s e s h i s b i s h o p a n d m a k e s
a spccial alur for himself, and if bis -bishop. calls him trvo or three times but
tre bocs nor respond, he shall be deposed from his oftce together with his followers.

Fourth: RSTA 14; NTQYA l4 If a Pricst or a membcr- of thc 9l9tgy or
monk wanrs to go awiy from tris churctr, no othcr churcb shall receive him, and
hc shatt Uc com-penca to retun to his former placc. If hc refuscs to rctung'
hc shall be expelfed and shall not associatc with tte cornmunlV of the faithful' 13.
If he wants to go from his attar to another altar'lt but thosc who are in itre
do not accept hi;.2o and if he wants to trturn to the place from whence he camc.
those in this place shall not rcceive him. and he shall be shorn of his rank at
both places. n3fg 12. Espccially shall this be donc if the bishop had scnt him a
letter 

'ordering 
him to come back to his iplacc, but his lettcr was ignored.

Fifth: MQYA 27 . A priest shall not preveDt any member of the faithful from
receiving the Eucharist because of pcrsoaal anger or bccausc of any other wordly
thing: ind the ,fiiest who disregard! this commaad shalt be dcmoted in his rank.
and 

-shatl 
be privcnted from asiociating with the faithful-:t

Sixth: NIQYA 9. tf one is ordained a priest without any inquiry into !!s con-
duct. he shall bc cxpclled whcn the fault he corrmitted becomes known,a and
thc Church shall never accept him agaia.

Seventh: QATAG 9. If a priest failed to confess a sia wbich was discovercd
later on. he cannot serre as priest; but if hc confesscd of his owa will, although
he cannot scrve as priesr, he may rcceivc the Eucharist-

Eighth: I\iIQYA 2t. Priests and thosc who follow them! shall not stand
surery 

- 
[for anotherJ. nor shall they bear witness in accusation DoI go to the

king to accuse peoplc. They shall not bc backbiten or pcople who harm the
fairhful.!. Anyone who docs thesc things shall bc deposed and expellcd from the
communirl' [of the faithful].

Ninrh: NIQYA 29. lt a priesr or a deacon fails in his dutics by allowing a woman
who is mensrruaring to enrer into rhe church. or gives her thc Eucharist during the days
of hcr mensrruarion, he shall bc deposcd even if the *'oman is from the royal famil.'-.

Tenth: )iIQl'A 15. When priess and deacon lesve their own churches, they
musr Dor bc received by other churches until they explain why they $?nt to stay

It. Thrt is, from his clrurch ro enothcr church.
19. ln tlrc sccood cburch.
20. Arzbic text: ".-.if thotc he r=rrt ro didilc him" (5;79).

2t. Gloos: ..Hc shall not bc elloscd to eclcbnte mlss." or. "He shajl not bc allowed to ttccitc
the Eucharist."

2.. Arabic rcrt: ".-.lwhca hel coofcsscs tbe sils hc coormirred-(2/t0).

23. Th.t b. rhc dcacoss.
24. Arabt rcrr: "...or $ch thar rbcy Scosatc oaily.EorS tbc f.ithftd" (6ito).
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in thcsc f.Sfl churches bcfore rcturning to their o*n. lf thiy feil ro leav" to
ryturn [t9 their own ehurchesJ, no onc shatl batr comnunion witl thcra. tf a pricst

YI. Oo one rbo b aot hpcdG{ fron perforailg bb duticsg

.- BADAS. + 4 p1ot shall not bc - prercnted [from saying nassJ becausc his
wife gara birth: 9. lf a priest havcs [his placal to go to 

- 
anithcr ilacq ana rhc

PticsF of rhis [newJ place accept hisr" lct his Uiitrop bc aslcd to asicrtain wbcther
the forrner fied [from his churchl or nol lf lis city is far amy, he shail be
tested to scc if he is a true minister, aftcr wbich tre itratt talce pai in the com-
munity and shall barrc double honor.

leavcs his church of his own will. *ithout the authorization of his bishop, t"-ri"tt
bc shorn of his priestly nnk.

,i l,,t'

a. Arebb tc*t: 'qoo rrtrt mnor Frrrrcst e pricsr frora can-viry oo hb durica* (tlgll
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CHAPTER VII

DEACONS

This chaprcr is dividcd into fivc pars'

P.rt 1. Tbc rtqdrcocnf Gccss|ry to rpointrcot:-l 
*. Aposrlc paul, aftcr lay-rng do.",, the ptccepts that govern Pricsts' said:

TgT 4, ..Similarty., ;;.;'rh"it ,i-ell aad, obcdicot, not double'toogued, nor

civto to mucu *inelT;;;;*-" q*t luoq and -thcv shdl hold thc mprcrv

6f Ai.o with pure ;;;r;;;nd grcat itrccrfulncss' Tha rulc ssncerning thcm--is

thaq fiFt tncv nu1"'f;6*1-ut-h*' if they arc found btamclcsr let them

ssrvc as deacons. t*t t'deacorr X F; trusUanA of onc wife' ooc who tules

his own nousc anA-ii, 
-"ni'iltco-*=tl 

|.iri thsy - that harc ninistered well shall '

ourchasc ro thcmsctveii 
-FJ 

o.gro 
"na 

t,i"tt gracc in the faith which is ia

bur Lord Jesus Chrisl"t

RSTAlT.Maaherrhassai { : 'Deaconsshal lbc-appoiatsdonthetcst imolyof
two of :,thrcc pcfioil,-S"* ir it *itt 

" 
O"t to" rhe-tcstirrony of two or thrcel

evrrything sbag'be ]I,,ffit "la 
nty shall bc tc*ca in c'cf,!' scflice'z Thc corn-

munity shall rcstify H-;*t'q"+.'titea witf only one wife' aad harrc brougbt up

thcir chitdrea in puiri.' ilt . . u" h.t"lrut ind mild. They shall not gnrmble'

nor shalt thcy bc double-rongucd, nrrr pi"o. to bc angty, ' for aoger ruios a wisc

man. Nor shal at.VT paniaf to thc tl"n" oot opprcss-thc Poor' nor drink much

wiae; rather, they rfi.ff*,tiifJ'tii. g"oO mysteries' Thel' shatl command thc brethrcn

who posscss 
"€dth;-;". 

to tti p""t' and to eitaUtistr brotherhood with the

poor by grvia& Ard':;;;;l _:h;ii rioooi the community with evcry honor' with

iop.et 
-anl 

wittr fcar of God'"

Prt n. Ordinetioo of dcecoas:
R S T A s l ; Q A T A G l { . . Y h . : ] y o u o r d a i n a d g a c o n , y o u s h a l l i m p o s c y o u r

hand on him aod';;y,';hfl; ;i. +{ 
priests and dcacons stand upright' 23' A

dcacon shall be eholn- as we said bcfo;, and only the bishop shatt imposc his

hands on rrim, uecarii',1;;i" ii oia"inio not to-rcceive thc spirit of greancss

ii"iii"ii-t"iii O;f,-rhio., but to carry out the otders of the bishop'

QATAGrr .c losS:FoundinrheRomanvers ionandsays:onesha| |notbc
ordained oo"oitiot hi- attains^t*enty:fiT ve1s 3l.as9'8Td this 'is tc
rule laid ao*o"ii'-ri. xi* G*.. Similaity, the rule of thc Levitcs in thc old

l-awt prescrib"O;il'.-ictirc should noi.t*ara at the-Tabernaclcif he did

not a$ain ttris' agl- UJt"o.rr"t' 
" 

ptoon caanot have suftcicttt-ftaon'ledgc of

this scndccl if ff;"; ;;i 
"ti"inio 

oit tet;] Pi: ,th" 
New l-aw as rcg3rds

the service 
-of 

the diaconatc does aot rcqurc tnts"

t T r m " a t f i .
Th. tb, io therq l icespropcrrorheordersPreccding&Gdi .con.rc(Utz) .
Arebic tcxt: .....b.oJ a dcecon il rhc Nc|r Law bas thc r.t|r' of e Larirc is thc ADci-

cot t-aw" O/t2)-
Arabic tcxt: ..Thc duri6 of rhc Levitcs -r11^$c Ari.nt lrw rrtre grctt that r nn belw

frii-ls.-;"d 
"oi-fulAt 

thcm propcrlv- (9i82)'

Thb pessafr b.s bctrl inrcrpracd P- 11911- 
tlrat irr rbc Ncs Law' ooc sray bc ord'iacd

d .acoDa t r sGady .DaSE: r5 t cDor tg ! | r t ' p rov idcd t l r a ro r r c tns fEcc i r 'Gd thcocccs ra ry

T**l 

FOEFNM lt7-3'
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Prrt IIL Prorisions rcarrding dcrcor:

DESQ 3iL Dcacons shall bc blamelcs$ jus like thc bishop, and shdl be greatly
honorcd and pcrfect in all their serviccs to thc chur*.,4 so that they may ect with-
ost shslrelt e0. The deacon who scrvts tbe bishop shall bc purc in all his work
without any reproacb, as if be wrc scrving Chris; nor shall he do anything by
his owu will, wi&out the consat of his fattlcr who is the bishop aad wbo co-m-
mands hitn in evcrnhiag 10. Pdcsts sd the dcacOns sbsll bc witb yon, O
bishops, r&ca you sit d'own to rcadcr judgmcots. BADAS 5. A dcacon shsil scrve
the bishop and pricss irr everyrhing lilcc oDc wbo sctrrs Go4t2 and Dot only
at the time of mass. Hc shdl also scrvq iDstcad of tbc Hshop, those people who
arc sick and have ao ooe to nursc thcrn; hc abdl inforn thc bishop so tbat &e
lattet can pray for thesr, or scnd thco wbat thcy nee4 The deaon shall slso
[take careJ of the pcople wbo are sccrctly occdy and shall scrre thoce to whom
dms are gineo from the sa8stuary asd by inportant pcfson& It is propcr thar
they give fdmsJ to widowl orphans aod thc poor. ln this *ay [cvtry dcaconJ
shall fulfill his duty and thercby become thc tnE dcacon of wbon Christ said:
"He sho has ,gc.rrrcd Me shall bc bonorcd by My Fattcr.-rt

DESQ. 12" A deacon or priest sbdt read tbe Gospel and *atch ovrr thc people
lest someone doe, slecp, laugh, or malcc fua ofhis compaoions He sball scat tbe
people iq the maaner laid dbwn in the etraptcr on mais. RSTB 35. A dcacon
shall hold the ehaticc if there arc nor eaough priests BADAS 3L He sbau givc
[the HolyJ Mystcrics to the pcople whea he is allonad to. RSTA 3fl. In the
abscnoe of a bishop or priest, he strall girrc tbe peoph tbc eulogics with his bandsr{
at thc -tirne of agape. BADAS 34. A deacon. bas no aurhority to t€ach, to baptia,
to calebrarc Dasq or to bless tbe people; ratbcr hc shalt Le dcvotcd to seiving
the bishop ot the priests and shdl pedbur tbc duties bcnnbcnt upoa the diaco-
naE. RSTA 5& He shdl not grra tbe culogr [to a bishop or a pricstl brr he shall
recgive ir from thc bishop or the priest; atitbcr shall be hold ibc Euc-harisr- And
when the bishop or the priest hotds it, he shall live thg ctalice to ths people.
He is not a priest but one who scrrrcs priests. PET. He sbatl not impoce bis hands

Guidi ut iat inr rbet in thc Anbic rcrt rhb pert, (rhar b, .QATAG t4 ... tbrlc czndidercs)
formr prt of Frrr I, followilg rhc sords.i-.i,irh fc.r'of-Gof b Frn t (t/s3).
JLi} r "supsior,- b inrcrP't:ted rs ..bbbop.-
Follovig thc FOEFNM t!&l-
'"Thc odrers- rrc subdcacons, etc-, slro rnust lir! ofr rhcir rr6t, FOEFNM ltt-!. ta rhc
Atabic ltrt one rcads: 'scvctt [dcacoast ihell bc ureionircd Uy Or Arurct; tb otbcrs sbell
bc voluarccs" (3rt3).
Thc Ctc' a' }lft . vAF+ r b hi$ly eurbiguous, ud coutd .bo bc treostatcd..by tbrc pcrsocr,
rce gt I a2 qrc-
Ar.bb rcrt: .....rDd thcy .slrall be rclpcrcd by dl p,ricsts of thc drurdr so thtt rhcy nay
bc udcsp&cd clorkcrs- (a/t3).
Arebh gt: "The dcacqa is a rcrraor of God; hc rctrts..-- 0tp;.
Jo- lA 26.

erln if $tc city is small.
lf thc city is largc [their numbcrJ shall bc fired frcely by thc bishopt of thc city.
29. ffhis rule is found inJ the book of the Acts of the Apostlcst NIQYA 67.
Sewn dcacons shall bc appointcd and supported by the ehurci, sub.lect to what thc
church can afford: thc othcrs shall bc obcdicnt.e BAS 55. And a deacon shall
bc sclected from among. thrce candidatcs.lo

t4. Anbic crr: .Thc culofics shatl bc ratca frocr trt ba&- (S/S4).
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or give thc Eucharist to onc sho is senior ro him in rank, but hc shalt command
his juniors in the service of the church. NTQYA l?. Deacons shall not bc scatcd in fronr
of priests or beside them, bc it inside or outside the altar. unless tlrc latrcr atlow
them to be so.

61. The archdeacon shall stay bchind thc bishop or_at his side during the praycr
as is proper to a junior. Hc proclairns every praycrlt and evcrl:rhing regnrding
the church. Hc shall scttle disputcs or quarrcls which may arisc among the deacons
who arc undcr his authority, and shall noa rsport anyfhing of this to thc bishop
as the deacons are undcr his command. Hc is the absolutc lcadcr in praycr, aad
evcry matter concerning the church must bc in his handC lcst he losc the hooor
forthcomiog ro him. 61 No pcnson othcr than thc bishop is senior ro thc archdea-
con, as thc larcr is the supcrior of thc pricsti Thc.,chorcpiscopus shatl bc iu rank
like the rwo lrands aad tbe two wings of tbe bishop.r When the bishop tocs to
churcb or elscwherc, the archdcacoo shall stay at his riglrt and the others at his
lefi, and thc bishop shall stay at thc csnter likc a fathcr in the rniddle of his
children. The bishop shatl not grw any ordett concerniog pricsts sithout consult-
iog the archdcacon.r? for the lancr is thc gu8rdia! of the city,tt wbo knoss
the people; be is the leadcr in pra5qr,' atd must be likc the bishop in evtrythingte

Prrt ItY. Ou obcdiencc:

BADAS i&'" A deacon shatl sctde tAe Eattcrs vhich he bas tthe po*crJ rc
settlc and shall consult the bishop--on inportaat affairs so that 

-rm 
fittcr 

'ray

dccide as hc sces fit. An archdeaconD is lilc tbc bisboy's ear$ cycq and aouth.
Hc shall bc with the bishop_with all his hcar! so rhat the bistrop m3y ocsupy
himself 

'oaly 
with importaat lfiairs, jusr as Jethro, thc fathqr-ia-law of Moscs, ad-

viscd him how to administcr justice among the childrcn of Israel, advice which Moscs
accepted and fby whichJ he senls.d all mattcrs trapp,ily.zt

GLOSS: In one of the books of Rome it is said, ?7: Deacoos sball nor put
on their bclB during prayers,. for they arc frcc and havc oo ruaster other than
Our Lord Jcsus Christ" Who is universal King and universal Go( aad tbc
honor of deacons is manifested by tbis. Failure to obccrre tbc provisions of
this chapter does not entail excommunicatioa..

3c. You, o dcacons, must watch over the needy and speak ro your bishops
about the needs of the needy, since you must act as the bishop's soul and boity
in cverything. Yo9 nust obey him and carry out bis ordcrs as you would carry
out the orders of a father. a chicf or a teachcr. BADAS 7. lf a dcacon girrcs
tnoDel to someone bccause th-is person is necdy, but kecps it seset from the bislrop.
and if he is charged tater before the bishop with aegligeocc towards the ncedy, aud

Thet h, be invircs rhc Foplc ro p&ry.
h?ts r lfucrally "siat!,'conoolcs "!Gc,t
Antic tcrt: "Thc tirhop shall oot promosc royotre to thc rzot of prl:n rfthou consulrin3
thc .rchdc.con- (3,rt5).

+!!!.' nC t , literally '3uardian," or 'tutor of the ciry,- mc.trs'.ooc dro lnorr: rh ciry r.c1p.(.tt/5).
Anbic rcxr: "..-thc lcadcr in pnycr ead in.ll the sviers"(jltj!
Arzbt rcrr: "A dcason" Ol85).
Er. lt. 14 f-
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lifc to comel.

Prt Y. C.ruscs fj;' rT.dpg r dacoo ft',oa hls ru],:

Onc of the - -*-: fonnd in &e cbaper on bishope and pricrts applies-to :ll:D
a deacon shalt br ica,oscd if he anaincd this rank by brib6''' Io-rol traud.' or
promiscs to gve r-bs; if he has bcco ordaincd twicc or bas Earticd two wttles:

if ne is g"ci ro i*ri;; aoA aoct cvit thingsl if hc nsglccrs .to do t:d
oftcn; if- bc is e- rto lcnds mogsy witb intcrest: if hc is onc who gves falsc
tcstimony; if bc L I U"fUi*; if nr'ir haugbty; if hc cobabir *ith l foraicatrcso
or gocs 

-to 
tl" Hlg-.irfii- G pct-itdon oi f,iii supcrior; if bc srrilcs-

to i.rtify the pfr: if i; *.r ilaptirrO by hcretics'or has rsccivcd tbeir cucbar-
ist and 

-t"" 
prayoa-.irb th*t: if d divorcid hiswife under-& Pr€&*] of scrvirg

God or OcOi&tiig- x-,..U: 
-,o 

a rnonasric aod rscetic lifc; if bc srs d*osd for
good cause ana ?scO_-res,rsre tbc fuaCions of his formcr o6e: if bG- is --onc.-sho
icspised his bisft f.ft Ut altar,x and Dade an altar Jor himsclf; if hc
did- not answer i5g6 Lffca by the bishop; if f,3 lcft bis cburch for anothcr
and aftcrward ranracd to bis forurcr durc.h; if he rEDt oa 8 - Jour'
ney or wcot 

"1,e! 
to bccogrc 3 moal without thc -FrnissioD of-' -""d

a i.ttct from,s rt. tisno* 
-.rp.C"UV 

if bc s€lt away -vllib crcomnusicatcd;
if he lets a *omaa rfo-t mltasrnritiog cotcr thc chuscb .sd qn*--tcr. thc
Eucharist: or if bc gi"i tha nuprial dronatioa to soncodc rccntly. -Att lhit is
additional to wbar is-found in rhi chaptcr oa thc clcqy fto SFrDcfaIl. Othcr [:fo
of depositioal arc fouod in this chaptcr in dctail and tttcy coasst ol |Ifo qnts'
the fist of"wtrict iit ifqOne 9. If at thc tiruc of thir 

-ordioadoar 
acacgps $nd

themsclves to live sithiut wives, aod they Earry eftst thcir ordinatioo"
they shalt 

'be 
dcposcd from thc rank of iiacoaarc. Tbe sccond is: NIQYA

11. QATAG 10.' |f a dcacon aftcr bcing ordaind coafcsscs to a siD
he comrnined beforc his ordination, he sbalt- be dePocd ed shdl Dot talc
part in the s.wict of mass. lf trc confcsscs to it ind is rcproacbcd -publicf
in the asscmbly, he shall be allorrcd io rcmain at tlre ranl of nrbdeacon.2t

,a

23.

24-
23.

Anbic tert: "tf $c food bc d633 is unlnovn rc rhc bbhog, wlro rescs him oft|.Slccr'
ins thc por, rad t*'--drcs Oc e.oO. tuhom bc hclpcd icsrctlyl_to funblc |9ins qt
bitop. tl triin-frcar-for CoC 

"der 

-Al''on 
.od hb d![tE hc.rd..:-6it5). Se Nsm- ta

2 f r .
Arrtric rcil: -Soarc ofrhcrc ctulcs rrre fouod b rhc cbrprrrr oo t*lrof erd DrLrts' |!d
rhcir cssc b thl or $.lt bc dcpod if ..."(4/t5).
Cttrpttr Yl, a- lt, rrpnc.
A clc.tc rcaditioo of rhc abow D.sc.F3 b 3lrca by FOEFNM 124-l'- rtbict 9ys: l'.tf :
d€.cofti rfict bci4 ord.isEd, confcsscs voluarerily to r si! he cooaittctl Efolc B otlqran-
dm, * dul bc;'drcd d rctn in in rhc nni of cubdceco. tf !c ds not coofcrs hir
sh rnd, bciog lgeu$d by orhcrf b conviacd in e Public td.l (ttl.lq! t tAt' al4+ t )'-lF
$.tl b.'dcpdd;,rd rttitaD"s-'tJ 

"tf",oa 
roperiiCpaa in i* d,i.r of tlrsr'" Tbc Anbic

Gfl t ys:'-'tf adcr35[; rfrcrhi, orainedoa,cinfcss; ro e sb conrniucd _Pric to B-"4T.:
riotr, he drdl nor tc icooscC. bur he sldl ba nothins ro do rirb thc tCnE ol DI]'
if lE dG 

"q 

--.fj3s' -b"r -i,*-L; 
e.Unai reproea;O bry thc coltttrllrity' hc drll b

dcatorcd ro sbdcacm- Fln.
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CIIAPTER VIII

SUBDEACONS, THE ANAGNOSTES OR LECTOR,S.

DOORKEEPERS, SINGENg ANDDEACONESSES

This chapter is dividcd into 6rrc scctions.

Scction I. Tbe rcqnircurcots ncccssqf for rppiotnat:

Tbc Apostles have sai4 RSTA l$ that aa lna8rros& sball bc ordained after
bcing tcstcd. He must not bc alkatirrc, a druatard, ot oDc vho cracks jotes; he
must be well-bchavcd and devotcd to Epod dclds, one *'ho hasteos to ancod
gatherinp at which divinc mattcrs arc bciag discttsscd. Hc mtst bc obedicot, one
who rcads well, kaonr is what mannet to tca4l and is diligsnt to practice
what hc has rcad. He must know that a lector nust fulfll what hc rcads, and
that it is his duty t9 fil &e cars ,9f thc listencrs; hc must uoderstand the
mcaaing of his tcxt. Oac wbo flls the cars of his listcoers must know and
undetstaod what he rcads; [if he fails in thisl, will it aot bc ascribed to hirn as
a sin bdorc 

ip-,pd"
Paul,- 1frcr n'riting tbe provisions ragardiag deaco:rsn said: TET L ..Sinilarly,

womeD shall be chanc and diliec.nt in good wortg faithful in dl thinE; the,y stdti
Dot cause disputes. 15. If thou chooscst a widoq tbou shalt chooce orrc whose
age is 'not hss than sixty years, who has bccn tbe wifc of onc busban4 one
rcgardiag bhom peoplc rcstify that she has done good dcds in her life, onc who
brougbt up her childrcn, who has given hospiality to strangpr$ sho washcd thc
feet of sain8, who has felt pity for thc opprcssed, aad who has done good d6s." I
DESQ l?. The bisbop shdl choosc saintly womeo aad shall appoinr rhcm to serve
other women. wben women nced hclp, it is not propcr that be send a deacon
without a deaconess to their hous6, whcrcfore deaconesscs arc appointcd for this
reason as sell as for the woman who is to bc .baptizod; thc dcaconcss anoints the
womaD's body, after which thc deacoa anoints her forchcad with tbe sacred oil. 3
It is not propcr that a man look at a aaked soman, nor shall wotrlen be touchcd
by a dcacon, except for the imposition of hands.'

Scctbg 'U. Oo tbcir ordiretiou:

RSTA Z7; BADAS 7; BAS 48. During the--ordination 9f an anagnoste, the bishop
shall first give him thc Gospel. The bishop shall imposc his hands neithcr on an aD-
agnoste nor on a. subdeacon. He shall givc tbem a namC so that they may scrve

FOEFNM t2&3: I'lelll r OAjl r OAt? t ota.l t qtll I g2go'i} r ..ODc vlro peys due
arrorio$ to prncrrndoo and icriou of voicr b rcedinf.*
I T i E  X t l : 5 , 9 f .
Ar.bb r€at: "...[ro tb.t thc dc.coocss nay enointl rftcr rhc de-m |8oin3r tc ftoot.(3/ te).
AEordit8 ro tbc caditional intcrprctation,thir A?{lC r }! r 'tmpcitio of hands,- atans rhet
tbc dacos musr bold ttc tr.nd of tbc @coss wbo rloiDts thc sorncob loOlcs, fulgiltFOEFNM 124-2.
?tF+ t {ta? | Aft?furrft r lrfll r tt?. tcalifo r "1p sball Here end 3ire rhcrn tb
aamc of $rb-dcaaon$ or uagnosrcs,- FOEENM 125-3.
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tlrc dcacon. lf the anagrostr has no wife, hc shall aot bc ord.rincd unhss it is
tcstified that he kccps away from womea. Singcrs also shall be blessd by ttc
bishop [on thcir ordinationJ. The bishop shall not impose his hands on a virgin, for
only hcr mystsry makes hcr virginJ

Scstioo nL O! thir duties:

DESQ, at the beginning Subdcacoas ar€ sssistaats, an anagnoste is a lcclor,
elabselides? are singcrs. 12. An anagnoste shall stay al the csntsr of the church
on a high place, and shall rcad two v'srses from the books of the o|d Testament
and frorn any book [of the Nen, Tcstamcntl. The singrrs shdl sing from thc
Psalms of David. Doorkccpcrs shall say at the cntr:roce rcscnrcd for nen and shall
guard iL SAX 45, 6 tfl,5?; DAQ 21, n" 8, {3. Subdcacoas shall not scrvc in
thc placc of deacons nor shaU they touclr ,thc vrsscls of God; subdcacons *hall
neithcr wrar the chasuble Dor go far froru tbc door. Ncithcr anagnoctcs nor siagers
may rrar the ctasuble rvteo they rca{ nor shall docker,pcrs go frr from the door
evea for onc bour. SAf a9. Doorlccpcr tnust not ge far fron the door evcn
for one hour. SAX 39. Assistaotsr and doorkcepas shall aot handlc thc chalice
of tIrc Eucharist RSTA 39. Deaconcsscs shdl oot give bcodicrion nor shdl they
pcrform any of the funaioas of priests and dcaco$, but tbey shal guard the door
aad scrrc the pnests shco tbc laaef Faptize soncn, bccause, ̂ htu is oac of their
dutiec BADAS 5. Deaconesscs sball be honorcd by you brut' shall say no word
nor do anyrhing without aa ordcr from thc dcacons.

No woFa shall go to a deacon or to a bisbop to esk for aaythiog if sbe
is not accornpanied by a dcacoaess. 3: Deacoaesscs sball tcach tbc otber woEeo,
shall rnake them rest [whco tbey fcel ilt[ ad sball hdp tbco- I]AQ ff. It is aot
propcr that womca be pricsts. They shall Dot be callcd by this nasrc, aor shdl thcy
intoDe-pra)€rs in the c.hurci, lor say praycrs to disoiss the faitMul, aor pray in
a loud t'oice. ,

Sectiu IV. 6oscs of dcpositioa aot hftl doi! h the prcccdiog cheftcr eld b tic
cbeptcr oo pricsts:

BAS ,l& If aa anagnostc stcals! he shdl bc drivro. away for bis siq aod
shall be forbiddeo to rcad from the reading dcsk for oDG ycar. After this he
will be allowcd to rcad agaia, but he shall aot. be promotcd to tbe Dcxt deg€s.
He shall stay ia his degree until his death. Bccausc a fault *zs found in him
while he occupied the 6rst degree, he must not be trusted in tbe Dext degtcs-
lf he plays the cittern,e he must know aad declarc..that he will not go baek to
playing it; if he rresumes playng ig his puoishment sh:ll be seven weeks of fasting.
If he vants to continue playing the citEra, he shall bc dcposed and driveo out
of the church.

Scctioo V. Thilgs ttcy nry do:

nSTB f?. Atr anagDostc or a singer who sants to takc a wife after entcring
[church servicc] may do rc. BAS 55-. If thc wife of aoy anagnostc, sisger, or
doorkeeper dies, the asagnoste' singer, or doorkeeper Eay take another wife.

Thb tutu thtt r woora is cligitle to bccorac e dceconcss oot ooly oa tbc bsb of bq
virSinity bur |bo arA.l r td' t rtpiif , l? t.i*eQ . "b'y thc hct ther lbc h|s
uaia.d sinv ytrs of ete end bcr rncoscnretioo bes corrc to lE God," POEFNM 126-1.
Dcrilcd froo rbc @ puha, "sinSEt- C3..9OL
Tbt ir, rubdcrms, ho'rs' ac.
A dieral, lute-likc orsical ilstnmcot
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CIIAPTER TX

ON PRIESTS AND TIIOSE wHO FOLLOW THEM;| TMATTERSJ
OTHER TIIAN TIIOSE DEALT WTTII TN DETATL IN TTIE PRECEDTNG

C}IAPTERS

This chapter is in fiv: sections.

[ScCioo] I. O! lSosc rbo erc rorlby to bc pdcsts rnd ;bt topcdcs oc frou bc
coni4 r pricst:

nSfB 71. A nan who *tnts to 6ll our halds [with wcalthl cannot obtain
from rs wbat be dcfuss. NIQYA l. lVhosoe.rar is cirerrnciscd aftcr' baptisn, or nadc
a eunuch by forcc or by a physician who did tbis to birn becausc of his illncss,
may be acceptcd by the Clbutch, provided rhar hc is [othcrwisel worthy to bc
ordained a priest. lVhosoevcr was arade a eunudt by his .own will without aoy
illocss, shall not bc ordained. RSTG'Z. Slares sball aot bc septd into any
church,office witbout the conscnt of thcir glssers; rhit is donc to avoid saddeuing
their mastrs or ruining thc arasErs' houscs. If a slavc is qualificd for pricsthood
as Onesimus r!b5,2 and his mastcr frccs'.hisr" allo*s him to halh his housc. and
sets him frcc publicly in thc presencc of the peoplc, and if thc sbw is wortby, he
shall be ordained. A. For a Christian vbo has confbsscd [his faithl and *as con-
demned to chaios for Christ's nia$te, [the formaliry oq tbe impqsition of bands
shall nor bg required for him to bc admitred in the scdice of thc diaconare or
priestbood, for hc attained the honor of priesthood by coafcssing lhis faithJ with
martyrdom. Imposition of hands shall bc rcquircd if he is promopd to the episco.
pal rank. But if he is a confessor who ras not brought bcfore kings. and was
not punished with imprisonment and chains and suficrcd no tribulation. but was
driven away and dcspised for his Lord's sake with dl his fcllow Chrisrians and
was punished in bis housc and confcssed lhis faitb] hc is worthy of all clericat
positions. but the imposition of hands shall be ncoesiary in his casc. BAS 49, 50.
No one shall be impeded from ordinarion by physical defects, [as, for instanel, if
hc is one..cyed.3 .lame, or left-handed, provided that such indiiiduals can ..sav
mass and are sorthy. Ary bishop sho dares to pr"vent rbern from bcing ordained]
shall bc suspcnded fiom his ofrce until he acccpts them.

55. If a hyman has the peoplc's testimony that hc is wonhy to be tordained
a Priest, he shall not be disqualified by the fact that he does aot come from a sacerdoral
family. for the Church has bcgot all [Christians] through baptism. cspceially thosc
who obacrve the taw. and the Apoctle Paul re*i6cs to this by saying thit thosc
who are baptized in Christ arc onc..

RSTG 15 f6; RSTB 13. Whosoever takes a wifc for a second time aftcr
baptism, shosoever takes a concubine after marrirage, be it openly or secretly, or
whosoever has married a widow, two sisters, a woman srspcctcd of adultc.4r, a

"hicsts- d4rorcs hcre p.trirrds, bishops eod pricsrs: "ttro.c ufio follos tbam- ers dcr-
ooDs, subd!:roDs, crc. FOEFNM l2&Z
Cf. thc EgErh of Sr- Brul to Philcmoo-
Sce Clragcr Y, o. E ryra.
t 
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fornicatress. e slaw woman, a wornan who is accustoncd a gorng to dancing
placcs, a divorced woman, or I, wornal who has e bad reputati-oa, 

-hc 
stratt not

be a bishop. priest, dcacoa or one appointed [to church oftcel.

RSTG 5q il; RSTG lL Sl. A mcrnbcr of thc faithful wbo is eceuscd of
any 8ct of fornication, lurury, violencc, ot sotnc similar shameful thing or oae who
is raproachcd pirblicly, shall nd be eppointcd to any dcrical office. orrc who is
troubled by an cvil spirit shall not be appointcd to Eny c'trurch scwicc and sha[
not Pri.y with the failhful: but aftcr hc rccowc and is sutr that hc wilt not fa[
ill again, he shall bc eligibtc to hold a clerical office.

NIQYA 3. A neophya shdl oot bc a pricst until he is lcarncd end ustil rbe
sanctity of his lifc, thc firmncss of his faitb, end the purity [of his lifc which arg
prc-rcquisitcsl for election, are proved.t la oonncaioa with &is, the Apostte Paul-has
said: 'He Dust Dd bc e ocry plaoq lcst b bc prfcd up with pnds rnd fall into
the judgmcat of tbc &yil."5 If a long tine pesscs, and a sin or his part is after-
wards discovcred wbich cnails a condemnation of thc soul,t sudr as rrcat faith,
adherencc to doctrine contrary ro thc faitb, or acafigoca of his drry, hc shall
not rcmain in any clcrical positioe-

YOJ{AIINES (Chrysoston) 5, on, Frntly l*,_r!c _fear of God b a good thing
A man must not bc a hadcr who has ao fcar lof Godl rud is aot pnrcot, f&
! know of many pcrsons who soutd deliver ttcasilrc in6 trJ fcccrs 6i-;;.d"
lifel.a-ar-ty,lFl so mucJr so tbat thcy rased tbqnsclvts a*ay wi&-f8$irg sod
Pctsisted jo.rL'^d"g!n! nothiag to makc otbcts !r9w up bcforB Go4 8Dd ttai tby
pencvcred ia fulfitling only tbe miaor F€cc$$t Yct rvtca tbcy rcle cdailn
priests and had ro briag othcrs back [to thc dght *ay], none of ocn oould do
it, a1d rhcy fred.e And sonc of them sho had bcco ordaincd eftsts lo6t thg
sanctity t[ey previously gained, and were ruined irrcocdiaFly. A pcrson sball not
bc admitted to ehurch scrvice simply bccausc he gro*s oli 

-oo 
Oc niOAf ra3hro

but he shall be so admittcd only if hc is dcenrd wortby.

Scctioo II. Os ordbetioa:

-DESQ l?. w9 comrnand that a bishog bc consccratcd by tbrce bisbops or,
if rhere is a scar,city of bishops, by two bishops. But bc Eay aor be coasjcrara
by .oae bishop oaly, for errcryrhiag stands aad is morc clcarly Eratifcs&d by tbe
testimony of 1wo or three. Priests and deaeons chall be ordaincd by onc 6shop
only. as shall bc the others wbo arc appoiated [to chureh ofrcel; but priests
and deacons shall uot ordain any layman as psiesL 21, Dor strdi thcy lrOain
any other Person appointed lto minor ordcrJ. BAS dt No one sbatl be 

-ordained

vithout favorable rcstirrony on his bchalf. MQYA a. Thoee wbo are choscrr

Guidi's rnnslirrioo & 
-folloarcd 

hcre (rcrt/g$.
I Tim. 3,5.
ndtA+ r l|FQt:} 

"'r 
spiriruel iia,- b inrrpracd rs olrsrh r t?tJLlc:t r 1cA.jl r .t rin

shiclr carib condcnuerioo of tlrc coul- POEFNM l3l-t.
|Fj}ir t llrft r ttr8slrtcd rs 'tninor preTrs,- oFn3 'trooartic d-e.L- 67 .in66sdc life-
Monsric life b emsidered rs 'tninor- Orblt r) rbca compertd to rcrdtiDg (f4.tr:lf r tt lt
Jr'!-tc t a** r lo.f r} FoEFNM l3t-3.
Arab tctt: "l hlrc $cn ruary r{ro lcd a rnost holy lifc end u,Gre coasrrldy grosing b
widon h rhc ors of God: b.'t oncc rhct b€rDc Fib... lhcy tiritconicri*- tsigcl.
-'lGtt t llha? r 'tniddle r.trt,' dcaotcs r !rl|B in raoaasrb ffe bcrua rhc oc r'|ro
F_q_gE F9gs3 of lcetliac ead rhc ooc sbo b r rr-ticr ftcrs r |lL1!, r lF Jtflc ' o*:f,r)
FOEFNM I32-I.
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by the community [of thc faithful] to ! - clergyryn anp - to bc blcssed by the
bishop shall bc brought to him by ttrc archdcacon. The archdeacon shall test themtl
and i,ec if rhey arc wrse.d in thc rcading of thc Holy Books and in the lary of
the clerical statc. After this they shalt prescnt themselvcs, and thc archdeacon shall
test lhem and have 'them under his fult authority-r2

An archdeacon is the teacher, tlrc onc who instructs thc pcople of the city and
atl thc dcacons; hc is the lcader in praycr and is responsible for evcry duty per-
taining to thc diaconate.

A chorepiscopus is thc superior of the lcclor at-Pray-er time.ll 57. The num-
bcr of priesti in 

-thc 
church siratt not bc fey, l-ot -n:-y become few -in prayer and

inthe [churchlscnices, and lcst the sce ! 0ryiseC. Nor_sball they be too many.
lesr there bc i shortagc of food [for them] in thi churcb. Rather, thosc in charge of
16e cbgrch shall fix their rumbcr in suct a rtay that therc art enough priess

ffor church serviceJ.

Sectioo ltr. On nnts:
The Apostles have said at the bcginniog of tbe Didascatia: i'rffq ttrc Apostles,

gathered in Jcrusalcm, hayc laid dowa this- 'gaching and ha-1c glwn- evcfy rank its
Ippropriatc name, rnodeled oa the order of the heavealy PrriS;tt the church, too,
ririst * modeled oo the heavcoly order." And evcryonc shdl stay 8t that place to
which he is appoinrcd by God. Bishops sball bc as shepherds,. priests_ as_ tcachers,
deacons as minlsren and thc subdeacons 8s assistan6; anagtostcs [are] l6ors,
abscledisawilaD arc singsrs and the di0usawiyanrt ate doorkccpers. Thc last bclong
ro the .lass of laymen.

9. The kiags who tived in the time of tbe Old Testamerit kcpt tbcir armies
but abandbned war- tbey sougfit pcace in order to savc tbe body. But bisbops
have received priesthood from God to savt_ the body and sdul froo perditioai as
tbe soul is superior to tbc body, so also priesthood is supcrtor, ia boaor, to king-
ship. It punishes whosoever deserves punishment and forgivcs whosoever dcscrtes
forgiveness. 32. Aad if he who rises agaiast thc kiog deserves punishment, ewu if
he is his son or friend, how much more desening of puoishment is he who opposcs
priess? And as priesrhood is superior ro tingship, the punishmcnt of ooe who
bpposcs the pricss is grcater than the punishment of onc who opposes the king
Nelthcr one shall cscapc punishment just as Absalom and Aninadab,r6 CorG,
Dathan, and Abiron did oot etecape, bccausc thc first trvo rosc ainst King David
aad the othcrs against Moses and Aaron.

I t

t2.

t 3 -
1 4 .

15.
t6.

Arabic rcxr: ..Thc archdcacons and rhc chorctiscoPus shall tale rhean rDd $.ll rest tbco"
(31e5).
As a conrinuadon - ir ioems - of the rcxt girrco il the prcccding foornorc. drc Arabic rsr
lcads: '.-. . [rhc archdcacon and thc chorcpiscoptts rhdl rsr rlun onl pricstly rircs or cfiurc*l
larr. If ir appcars ro $crn thst thc cendidetcs koos rlr s.id ritcs ud Ir*, rad sbcrt
rhcy escerrain rhat rbe candidatcs arc wurhy to bc pticsts, rttEf sball Dray oracr rhcsr: rhco
rhc czndidarcs sball be broullrt ro thc bishop ro havc him imposc hir b.Dds oo rhcri and
bless rhcnr and ordain them as F iclts. tf thcy are otdairrd dcasoasr rbc arcbdcacon shdl
taLc thcra ro the cfiorcpiscoprs end thc latcr shall rnrn tdlcat not Bo scrvc et mass. and
ro rcsrier thcrnsclt'es to seyiag rhe prayers u.til they lcara thc dtcs Propcr to pri.sg'
(4lest.
Anbic tcxr: -ffhe chorcpiscopus is tbej onc who lcadr rhe prals in tbc villrfps" (5/95).
Gloss: "An3els, ArchanScls, hinccps, P9rrcrr, Thros, Domiaarions, Forccs. Scraphios, Ch*
nrbc" As rEgards thc tikcocss of thc churctr bicrerchy to thc hcavcoly spitig, sce FOEFNM
t3}l lsd (3i96).
Guidi bdiac tbat shc tcrrn atifusawilaa b e comrprioa of "Acolnhus- (5/9O
Gls: "Achitofct" or "Nabal-
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-nsrc 
?9. Every :naa shall abide io his raat rad Do oric of you shal ar-

l.4Pt to lalic anothcr's pooitio by violencc. lf you do so, you wi[ cal ttc *ra&
of God upon youniclve* as did the sons of core and xing ozia wbcn thc,y otuto.d
the priestly position against the command of God. The soru of Corc wcrc Urimt
with fire and the King's fag was covered -with leprosy. Moscs, ro whom God spokc,
has fred the rcquircmenB for the ordination of pricsts" Hc has statcd who, accor-
ding to thcsc requircment$ will be priests, and has duly exptaincd everythins He
has set out s'hat is forthcoming to the Lcvitcs on accouat of their ran*. anO if
any rnan commis a fault by doing something whicb is beyond his duty, bc shatl
bc punishcd with dcath. tl. lf thcrc wcre not s hw and prescribcd distinstions
bctwce.n each dcgrcc [and evcry othe+ crcry crcaturc would scrrc with only one
namc.rt But whca we lcarned from 6od thc ordcr of thc variors duticc ir set
bigbop alart in order to rnake them the tcachcrs of tbe pnestq and we garrc
Pti+!"d to the pricstq aad to the deacons, thc duty of scrving sith tbe prirxts.
Aad thoac who cxcbangq raaks do aot rise lgainst E$ bd agailst thc Bisliop of
dl crcatures, the Son of God, agarnst thc Tcac,her of all ericsts.

lSeiooJ N'.

[This scaioD hasl tso subdivisions. Thc frst dcats with what clcrgrncn are
comnaaded to do: .

BADAS 22. our Lord has sai4 "wbcn you cornc into a tousc, say: .Feace be
uuto. the pcqplc of this house.' ADd if thcre is a Eaa of pcace, yow pcace shalt
remain o1-!ip" but if thcre is no ooe who is worthn yoir peai shail rctura to
you."rr lfifiace rctuns to the one sho uncr€d rq whco it-tccts ao one who
is worthy, the morc so shall a cunsc Fturo to tbe bcad of oDc who uttcrs it uajustly.
4nyone _ who curscs unjustly curscs bimsclf oaly. Solomon hac agid; -Uic tie
f,iglrt of 1 bir4 -cunscs [uttcredJ uujustly do not comc upon aoy Earr.-re BADAS
3. Thergfore, aeither a bishop oor-a p.nest gor a deacdp Dor-aoyone of pricstly
rank shall stain bis toogue by cursiag instcad of blcssini hss bc- iabctrit i Enrse
in place of a blcssin& Frch must tnow !t *k aad pcrform his work propcrln
and all shall be unitcd io thought aud spirir

GLOSS VII: Percr has ffittcn: 21. No pncst or deacon shall iatcrnrpt
F pgyo or hasrca to 6nish it to spcat witb a Jew or as idotatai;
hc sho does this shall not rcturtr to tbc porn! at whict hc stopped.ro

' RSTA 59. A bishop shall aot be baughty towards thc priests aad deaeoas nor
shall. priess -be haughty -toward.s the pcople, for the Church lunds [on tlre barurouy
lirl.U existsl between them. If in fact there were no laymen, ovet whom wouli
bishops and priests bc- appoinred? M4G 3. Thc good works of the priests benc6t
maPy people becausc the latter imitatc the good example of the priests. Io 

-&e 
sanc *ayi

their sins causc tbe pcople to bc lazy- iD doin! good. 
-DAe 

n. pricsts a;d
olhers appo-inad [to ehurch scrvicel must nor rata taDyrhiugt fr;gt the d!$, Icst
shame bcfall the d*gy; nor is ooc pcrrritted to keep for niisef a [grearcr] lbare,
lor to trke rhe sha[ of othes; neither shatt one'corrmit 

" 
go piousiitttrre

trc:rtet share' to go to his children rather than to other. One s-tritt not froice

Thrt i$ if e€rc rrnc Dot e lew ... rhctt would bc no di*irrtioo of duty.
ML r0, t2-13.
hov. 26, Z
Tbc '.!f-aYea to this Pesssgr is tbar if oa btcrnrgrs hb pnrr - for iarreocs, thc r+
:lls-"{ helms-.to sp€a&-sirh tomGooc. tre_{Flt ;ot rgu;-fr6 rt eotut ;ib;n;
Do, but rhall bcsin afab from lhc $arr, POEFNM t363.

17.
t t .
19.
n.
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for having taken the grcatcr sharc. nor concidct it as e iusl dc!d; ratlrs. onc shall
be guid by what 

-is 
decnred laudablc by the p:ople and- carns -him a good

repritattion among them.lt so thst no blernish may tr found in rhis lauP agains
the childrcn of the Church.s

3{. Pricsts, the scnrants of thc clrurch and the chiefs of thc faithfut, must
nor be prcsent at fcasts [hcld on the occasionl of- rcddings ol t! baagucts.:--rather
thcy shill risc up and go away bcfiorc. thc enrcrtainet:s comc. BADAS 21. All shall

S3ther at cock-crow and shall say thcir Pray-eF y$ halms and rcad the Holy
iooks as the Apostte commandcd by sayrlg: "Until- | ogqg' a$snd- unto rcading."!
And whosoever- among them fails to go [to churchl Tthg-g Sood causc, such 8s
ilncss or a journey, shall be set apatt. As for the ill. if thcir illness is not
scrious, tley .iin reio"er if they to_ to- chureh. [tf -they arre ,sariously_ i(l they shdl
bc visit d it att times by tbosc of tlrc cle$y vho knory 'them. BAS $. No
chrgmrao shall take usut. 39. No o-oe shall sse8r GIcsFt fin the TrannerJ com-
rnan-led by thc tHolyJ Books. dL Nor shall otlc act lgFy' rather he rnust
bc paticnt. 51. Noni- shatl spcak ill aPins- any man befor: he hears what
thc iatrcr says, bccausc it is wrinen: 'He wto spcaks__before he ,hears is a
fool, aad ii shalt bc hetd as a blcmish against him.'zr 63. Pricsts shall not
be scrrrans of aayone, for God has given: thern frecdom. and tlrcy must -Dot des-
pisc thcir frdom-aad be scwants of rnca. e+ !g pna;t shqll scaadati'e the pcople
icsr hc bccome a causc of evil. for if a na! blasphemes God on aoeount of our
dccds or if othersrsia by fotlowing our example' *t shdl be the causg of lhe
evil. 66. Clcrgyrirca shali nerrcr tcll lics, 7a nor shall thy say Pj3ye35 over one
wbo marrics for thc sccoad tinc.

GLOSS VIII: This prohibis recitiag the prayer of nuptial corooetion and
not the Fsaylr of absolution

?3. hiests shall not participarc in gathcrings of Jews or the lile. ?& Thcy
shatl not sit at tbe table of herctics or make any rcquat of theur. tl. No one
who used to pctforzr circumcisions beforc his ordination shall do so after his
ordination: one who was a physician shall not praaie his profcssioo after his
ordination: similarly one who uas a silversmith or a paints bdore his ordination
shatt not make iurages of idols again aftcr his ordioation-

GLOSS IX: Iu an appcndir to the canons of the Kings it is said that
priesa must know by heart the laudes and praycrs of sacrificc. aad whosoever
does not know them, shall rcad them from the books. So dpo, clergrmea rnust
bc carcful not to cohabit with a fornicatress. be she rclated to them or not'
and must rcproach fornicators by [quodng from the admonition found ial the
Divine Books, so that the laner may bc convened.

t7. A clergrman shall oot be an administrator on bcbalf of anothcr,! lcst
it bring trouble to him, and lest shame bc brought on tbe priesthood, on him and
on his fcllow clergymen. tl. Clergymen shall aot cngage in business, but shall learn
a trade in order to live from thcir hands' work. 92. I:wsuirs concerning clergrmen

22.
23.

24.
t <

26.

FOEFNM 137-2 is follorrcd hqc.
That is in thc Chrisrba b*.
Alrcraariw rcndition- .'.. . so thar this shemc [ir.. rhc jrecdittcss for rhe grrater s]rarel mry
not bc e hw.- FOEFNM 137-3.
I TiE" a, f3.
Prov. tt, 13.
Mot preciscly, e clcrgSraan cbrlt not bc ia rhc *rvice of a sccrrlar cfiicf, FOEFNM t3G3.
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thall not bc brougir bcforc scanl8r judges _but $a|! bc brougit bcfore tbe bisbop or thc
erchpriest so that hc mty judgc thea. Scculat judfs have ao poq,cr o judgc shc
Cburch but thc Church has powrr to judgc dl.

The second lsubdivisionl is on the provisions rcquiring laymcn to r€spGst pricstE
on ho*, priests must bchavt in thc prlsrcocc of laymcn, and oa what layrreD must
do for priess:

DESQ 6lL As ao outsidcr, one wbo szs Dot a Levite, could aot bring or'in-
troducc anything to thc altar without a pricst, so also you shdl aot do annhing
wirhout a bishop. lVhatcrrcr you might do would be vain and unaceptablc, as
IiD tbc case o{l Kiry Ozia aad Saul wbo pcrforncd tbe dutics of tbc priesbood
dthough forbiddco to do so. lVas it not King Ozis rfro [while ectiogl as a priest

' wlt covcrcd with hprooy bccausc of tis sia? Sinilartn Do laytan - will
escepe punishncnt if hc- daspiscs God rnd Oarcs to usurp thc drtics of &e cLsgr,
taking this honor by his ora will. Nor docs bc initarc Chdst, Wbo did aot cralt
aad glorify Hinsctf ro bc ctrid of pricsts, but *aitcd until llc head His Father
say: "Thc Lord has ssorn and He witl aot ttpcat thet Thou srt His priet forevcr
accordiag to the ordcr of Mclchiscdcch-'zt Ald if Chdst did aot dorify Hinself
without His Fathct, wbih he *as eqrnl to Hin and oac only with Hin h ewry-
thiag hos cao anyoac usurp thc poycr of thc dergt sitboltr bcing ordaincd by
ortc who is supcdor to hin? Did adt'6rc burn rhc sms of Core, notwitbscaoding
that rhcy were of thc tribe of Levi wheo thcy rocc rgains Moscs ad Arron rad
touchcdt vhat srs forbidden 6 rhern?

ena if ,idhosc who are pricss for-dcvils are bonored by tbcis peoplc, and if
thcsc pcople Devrer perforrr aoy of thcir ritcs - shich ert ridiculors ildccd - witb"
out tbesc pricsts, aad coosider that the psicst is tbc tongr of tbcir nooc fidols[
aud if. thcy hcar whatcver ttre priest commaads tbem, follow his tcaching. 8trd
belierc that the bonor giva to him is giwo to tbc idob,rAo harr lo soul; tb
hos much morc dutiful must we bc sbo bavr thc striaing failb,l tbc nre hope
and the expcctation of acrnal rsryard tbat is full of glory witbout fcar? How nuch
morE rrust we gve honor firstly to the Lord Our God and tbca ro His pricsts,
and look upon bisbops as the mouths of God? Ald if Aaron, fhc brotbcr of
Moscs, was callcd a prophct whea be hclpcd Moses ty spcafing for hin, esd if
Moses sas callod the God of Pharaoh: that is to san King 8rd Chicf of the
priests, and if. as you bave heard, thc Lord seid to birn: 'I baw appointcd thcc
the God of Pharaoh and Aaron thy brotber shall bc thy prophct "r why thca
do you not consider your mediatos in spcaldng [with God] as prophas? And wby
do you not serve them as scnvants of God? Dcacons" take nov arpng you the
place of Aalon, and bishops, rhe placc of Moscs. And sine the lanct has bcen
called a God by thc Lord, you shall also honor a bishop as God, and deacons
as His prophas.

?. Whosoevcr uttc'rs evil words against a bishop, sins against God. Have you
not bcard that God has said: "Thou sbalt oot spcak ill of thc gods?'rt Do oot
belietc that this Fccept was pronouneed regardiog idols: it rcfcrred to pricsts and
judges. with rcspcct to whom it was said: "You are gods and dl of you shall

Pr" 109,4.
Anbk Er: "-.. .nd vishcd for-(l/lot).
Anbic !crc: "... rhc frith rhar cnlithtcns-(3/t0l).
E. ?. l.
e 4z . -

t
t
t
t
t
r

t-
t-

n ,
2t.
29.
30.
3 t .
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l : bcca l lcd thesonsof theroos t .H ig ! . - IMoscsa lsosa id to thepcoPlewhorose
asainst him: "You, 

-iu-uting 
f .fr "4i;+:1;' 

but- against thc l'rd.''rr And

tf $Jr,h'io'"J'r"?JlT"'.lii*ii',':;rp*;Jrtl"'affrtfi ,".H:ii*iifr
of him who spcaks ilt against 

" 
orrnop,-'ni""o ttrc imposition of whosc hands

God gavt You-the HolY Ghost?

Rs:rA ll. Honor, O my eotlr 8s you honor tbe -!t-ord' tte onc who spcaks

ro you tbe sords oi'bra arrd *", trt. E t*t- 
"i 

your life,. sith all your strcngSh'

with tbe sscat of:ViriT*,:J'i"0.*tfr tl-e.ori irf your Foe' And as thcLord

has cagscd you to ;;;,-i?"r-,ntt tfrtld ana tirporat foo0 and thc etcrnal

tifc, thc -or. ,**oTtr'i'" that you pf i-tt^ 
bisiop perishable and' co'rporal

food. It is wittcn.ioi-*a t 
" 

rr*"rdis duc to- hisr who scrves" as it-is said

.dfiion sbalr lot .&;rhr oi.tf"t ;"dt-;"t thy gm. oa tbc foor'"x sDd'

'{Ilretre is oo one dfod; J^"i"trtta -a ott udt tbc fnrit tbGtcof.''tr

DESQl l .No l raynansha l ldo tbe .works tba tarercsgr led to tbec le rg | ,nanc-
ty, Fvins o. ro"n"3i*u"o6oJ "t 

it;ti"t q..gf-for ordiaation' we allow

ncitber the great ooi-ti. #all to pcrforn tbcsc fuocnoos

[Scclion] Y. Cruscs of Puni$mcot:
R S T A l t 1 l 1 5 1 9 , 3 & W c c o m m a a d t h a t u o p r i c s t - o r d e a c o n s b s l l s t a n d

surcry for aoothcr, ;J fit oi. *no-h"t ;-F 
"t-Asd*II 

positioo rale [or giw]

a pledgc. wto#-o.Fao-* suat!;qil; fron-f,is enestlv rank' 2t 2a

If a cletgrnaa 
"#t;t;t*y 

-for -elY -;' l; th"ll- bs dasqd out of the church'

23. lt a'ctqrgroan'L-fo*-rritr.rr i..ffi"f,- ht th"tt 'be- dcposcd from his posi-

don, aad if a rneo#^ii ;;;"ilhf.l .Ooo ihis to binself 'hc shall bc set aparl

A si'ilar provisioo"il. i"ia Jo* Uv ti=Co"ncif of Nicaca' 2O lf a'y aa! makes

himsclf a euauch, iif,e 
-i'-"-clerg:rrnaa*he--"u"ri 

u atpog from his positioo aad

if be is a laymao lr-;b"il i"i d' aocritao io eriestloqt The same is dso com-

maadcd by tbc -t;;;'tli apostlcs,.'iE i' i\' n" g' wJrosocvcr rnakes hin-

sclf a euauctr, i,r u. #""4lig-.n-L rrrar;;d;;-aodapclled frorn the church for

a pcriodof rhrce ycars; if he is 
" 

f"p.i, ft"'itat.b3 Gf,iellad for thrca ycars'D'

If-a ctcrgyraao ir ;il io'ttt-*&,ili "i 
tft. ciryr 

-hc 
shdl be deposcdfrom

his rank if he doJ';;*i;t G *; holds tnb for all the faittrful'

52. If a cletg@an ot a layman Flg$-"t 1,-d-u1b.bbd' 
one-e5red or lame

Dersoo' he shall jT; ;Li 
'RbiC -2+- 

whoso"t'e" is found foraicating' stcaling

br sweariag falsely, frdii* 
-ttt"*a 

iio- rti" ptiq.tv-egsilon' but shall aot be

expclted, for God il;;;;*[9 .*i.J];; ; sii' eZ:''vifroso.ver avoids marrias'

eaiiog meal or Oii-iltg 
-dne 

Ueca.tJ f* 
"o*la""t - them as impurc and illicir

thiugs, o, *hos*#.tiirii"[- ui-r*r.-u.ner 
-oa" 

others. for this rtason's shall

bc deposcd. But ii'ft-J?"1'-.*I .i"F up f3r _the 
sakc of mortification' or to

fu;;;stic ml' or io stn'c God' hc oaY do so'

49 . I f ac le rgymanea ts . i n thea tc rso rd r i nks in . tbe .housco f fo rn i ca to rs .he
sbail be expciled. 

tff'Llirt;;;.b;b"dya;f .r aaimalfoundJ dcador that bas

bcen lhalll eatca by a wild animal, h;;itii- bc expclled' Similarly' anyooe vho

32. Ps" tl. 5.
33. Er- f6' t-
Y, Dcrtt. Al 4-

35. I C.8- 9,7.
36. Tbst b, Ess. hc $eirbs'

I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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GDtatE a tcmple of the Jews to pray, or cntcrs a ctrurcb bclongiag to hcrEtics to
bc hcaH, shall be dcposcd and drivrn -opt 9f the *urcb. 67. Tbus also, aoyone
gho fasts with thc Jews and celcbratcs their fcasts with tbcro, or rccepts from itrem
thc honors of their fcasts, such as the azynus or thc likq if be is- a pricsl, shall
bc d€posd, and if hs is a layrnaa" shdl be crpclled. 6& Similarly, if he *nds
gfs to tbe tcmplcs of thc Jews. io thc sacred placls of the infidelf or to tte
churches of hcretics, he shall bc expcllcd fron tbc Lord's Church.

RSTG 6f. Anyone who, without bcing inpedcd by physical iltncss, does aot fast
during thc Lcnten time or oa Wcdncsdays aod Fridays, shatl bc deposcd-n RSTG
l; BAS a3. A dergyman who talcs a wifc aftcr bcing ordaiocd shatl bc dcposcd
from his rank. It is clear [that this rulc abo govrrasJ bishops and priests.

If a clcrpnaa rnust ddnt iB thc daytigg, bc should stay in his housc or ia
tihe place wberc hc bas drunt; be must Eot go oug hst hc scaadalize tbc peoph.
lf a picst drink+ becones iaebriatc4 aad uncovrrs hinsclf while in tbat statc hc
shall bc barred ffrom any priestly scrviceJ for seven weekg and shall bc demotcd
to a lower position for one year, for hc hts viliEcd this higbcst of positions If
a deacon does this, he shall be suspcndcd for frp srcclcs rnd shalt lcrar -'c clcrgy
for a noath as a subdeacoa. If a letor or doclccpcr il6ss thi$ he shrll bc sus.
pended for thrce weeks and shall bc.flogged forty tines, Dot lcssr by ordcr of tbc
priesr-

57. No c.cftf,mrn slralt uucr cvil uords, be it i! the prescoce of otbcr dcrg -
mcn or of l{jmeo- Nor shall hc scofi. at a Es! who. bas a pbpical ddcct, aor
insult someone by sayiag: "Hello, you bliad nan! Hello, you dcaf nan! Hcllo,
dwarf! Hello, you slare! Hello, O hftbcsdcd one! Hcllo, you lary nra! Hcllo,
you oubider!" or any like ianilts If hG iosuhs a laynaa thuC bc shall be scoldcd
like a cbild; but if thc issuhd pcrson is a clergymao, tbe issultcr shdl be ect
apart uatil his puoisbmcat is rcrmbatcd

2|9. If a man tcstifics fdsely agarost another ia ordcr to bavt tbe tattcr d4o6d
from his positioa o'r puaisbcd, he desewes the punishmeat that yas to bc applied
to the persoo agaiast whon hc fdscly tcstifcd. 7f. If sornGonc' *aats to divorce
his wifc, and a pricst wrircs the bill of divorce, tbe pncst $all bc set apart uatil
he makcs the lrran akc back his wife aod recoacilcs theo.

n. n a dergrmaa is a backbitcr, bc shall be waraed ooce or twice to desist.
lf hc persists rather tbaa dcsist, he shalt be losercd in liis rank until he reforns.
lf hc docs not rtfonr, he shall bc expellcd- 79. lf a clergrman laughs during the
celebratioa of mass, his punishmcn! is one week [of fastingJ. gL lf one of the
clergr who is a pricst is crowned,r he shdl stay out lof the cburchJ for thrce
montls: if he is a deacon, for tnlo months; thosc of the lorrcr rasks shall bc
adjudgsd by the priests. tf. If a priest says sonething, but deoies it latcr, be must
reforgr. Othcrwisc, he must be drivca a*ey, lcst he causc damage to the Fople
whcn they see that he is not discipliaed aad caanot control his toague. t3. If a
clergSrman trkes an oath [using wordst wbict coa0ict with the faitlt or uscs empty
wotds,D he shall be punished until bc tdorurs. Whosocru darcs swear other

r
r
r
l'
r
t-

t-
t-
I
|-

I

n.

3t.
39-

Anbic tcrt: "If hc ir e priesr. hc shall bc deposcd, end if lrc b a hyrnan" bc $rtl bc
qrcjetcd- O/10{l
Tbrt ir' if I pricg rkcl r rccuhr o6cc.
6&* t "canpty [vordsf b rlso relccn ro nEan alr I l?ttA{LilC r alA+,nan+ t
trlri ll-FA r "if one tatcs an olth withosr invoking rhe nrnr of God,- FOEFNM l.tG3-
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than on thc Almighty. the true Crcator, Chtist'-- and. says: '€n Him Who crcatcd

chrisr*.. he shatt bc erJrued 11rom- rhc .ch;Ji-ir rrc-is i 
"rgryi 

i-f.he is 
" 9:tgv-

man, he shalt be d;;t jiiJ- i'"oioden ro rcccivr rhc [H_olv] -Mvstcrics. 59. A

ctergyman shatt swJr'JJi on-irr.-ltings commanded in thc [HolyJ Books'

90. lf a deacon opposcs a priesi, the punishment awatded him by thc bishop

shail last for scven ;i{-;;a ir'a prieri rroi insulred a deacon, he shall be auard-

cd the dcacon's gunltf;1nlot. 
-ti 

a ieetor rises 'against a. pricst and docs not obey

il;],f,.-pti;t fn"#;;to punisr, him without the order of thc bishop'
' '9r. 

ri o* priest is an enemy of a fcllow pncst' both shall be sct apart until

thcry reconeilc trremscrvl-asa-rnarc pecc ^e,nd wuea a -clcrgyman sces a fellow

ii,i;sr;ili,; ;-i;ti;;ft-E*I'him in pcacc' PEx- tl' ooe who is a lepcr

shatt aot nrnt$cr 
"r"it.-'"ttai "T-OoO, 

not *causc hc is.uncleaa, as such is not

thc case oncc bc is baptizcd, but so ltrat tre q8y ?ot vilify th-e priess.of God'

Tbe same rute appiies 
-io- 

+" ."t of one wh6 bas sorts, bccausc hc mutt

not t t". ia thc house of God'

D A Q . | , 4 L N o p r i e s L g r o a k . o r m i n i s r c r o f t h e c h u r c h m a y l c a r a h i s p o s t
and go on 

" 
5oo-.],t;";;-"Oo -ooks tdo sot, without tbc knowledge of

the bisbop 
"oO 

*,it'oui6i, prl'er ovlr:tben'- his *r'isdon aod his documcnt

Ht'#f, L,*:#Ftr1,'*.X-lf 
'" jil"#i*:*'?:tr;1:Ti'trff 3

;rd;;JT;; i" tr,"u 
-d 

b. rccsi'sd uy oq9r Pricsts; whosoewr reeircs him

;;t;" *'"lbfit-"td thc peri{-of cxpulsioa.of ory r'ho has beco excom-

municated slaU Ue-ie;;;";4. ii. Wf,o"o."o P"!t with excomnuoicatcd ot cx-

;ll"d ;;"o, o, poF"*ittr ttt"m sbal bc expcllcd fron tbe church.

$ . N o o o c s h a l t t b i a \ c v i l g f l n r i c s t a n d o o o n e e x c c p t h i s s u p e r i o r s h a l l
juOd'hil. Th; H"L ilLs rcach tha; if a pricst coaducts bimsclf riglteouslv. he

musr Dot * puor.nid 
-bd;";;t=d 

and obeyh PV tlt. lf 5e -cogagps in evil con-

duct and his sin is opcnly known_ and he 
-P.rdq 

in -lis evil wayl thc superior

must adjudgc rrim 
-ailiaiig-it 

.+t canosJ As fo; -tbe pcople' the.y have. rhe

ii;riil;;i;oras orbii-ioia, said as regards--suclr. nrilfs: "Tbe scribcs aod the
pharisces have sat 

"i-ittr 

-"f,lit 
of Mo*. Al thiags tberefore, whatsoevcr they

shall say ro you, ob]]t". .oa do; but fou str{t- nol Jo according to tbcir wo!ks"'&
-riiri'ir-i 

pri.ir'r'rin'lr;;;p."ti knoia, and he does aot persisr io it' hc must

aot bc dePoscd.

Thcpersonwho judges .h im ' ^ i f he |cadsancxcc l l en t l i f e ' g i l l exg rc i seca re ,
io 

"""oiOlnce' 
*itt inJ-*?ta oi Oot Lord, Who said: '{ud-gc not' ttat-yo' -"y

o1,--J'5uJ!"a,-., "nA 
io accordaocc with thc word of His Apostle Paul' who

also said: ..Who art thou that judgcst anotber man's scrvaat? If he stands or falls'

I.-*G"e, to his 
"*o"i*6.;* 

'oo-oot 
judgc your brotheraor desp-isc hirl bccausc

*. Gii ill stand bcforc ihe tribunal of 
-Christ" 

and cach of us will have to accougt

for himsctf. Now, thereforc, wc must Dol judgc onc another' since we are similar

in our u.orks to di--on. [whom w9 jude$. Lct us 1* F forewarned by the

words of Our f-oril iitto 
'oiOt *With Jtrit luOgtncnt you iodgt' you--shall be

j;l-g.d, 
-"na 

*itt, what measure you metc, it stratt 
-Uc 

measurcd to you' Why scest

thou thc stras that li-i" if,V brothcr's eye and seest Dot thc bcam that is in thine

owa eye? Thou nypff;;,-eti out firsr itt U..nr out of thinc own eye; and then

I
t
l ,

40.
4 t .
42.r l l

ML 21  2 -3 .
Mr. 7, t: Ll- 6 9.
Rom. 14' 4.
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shalt thou sce to cast oirt the stnw out of thy brother's G!c.'{t And Apostlc Paul
has said: *Thou art inercusablc. O man. thal jtldpst thy brother, for wherdn thou
judgcst thy brother. thou condemnst tiysclf and reproaclres thpelf. And what
thinkest thou, O man. when thou judgest him who ommits this *rong while thou
committsst the samc? Perhaps to csclpc the judgment of God?nq

Reason makes it clcar that priesthood is a divirc gift which is found in the
mind of pricsts, whosc intclligencc is enlightcncd by that gift: God strcngthens tbern
with it through thc pcrson who consecratcs them to bcnefit His pcople. hicsts do
not have this benefit alone. but share it with the pcople cornmitted to thcir hands.
As the purposc of ordaining onc a priest is to bestory bcnefit on hin and on his
pcople, [one of the followingJ will not fail to occur to him. lf he works for him-
sclf and his people in the way proper to pricsthood, and if he commits no injus-
ticc in carrying out his duty. he is worthy of a double reward; first as rcltrds
himself and sccond as rcgards his peoplc. BEt if hc ds not do pcn8rce propcrty
and deprivcs himself of the honor that goes with pricsthoo4 hc descraes double
punishmcnt; oncc on his own 8scount and oncc oa the accouat of his pcople. And
hc to ihom ao sin can be imputed sball bc punisbod for the sin of his pcoplc
as in thc casc of thc onc who buried the gold of his nastcr in the ground; he
was coademned because he did Dot tsade with the Boncy hc !4.rs If hc has failcd
or si!ns6, not as regards his peopte, .but as rcgasds binblf ooiy, he hinself dcscrrcs
punishmcot, but he is not in&btcd to his pcople, lotr arc bis pcople indebtcd on
his accoual6

' 1 "

Grcgory the Theologian, in his fourth'honily dcaliag with bap'dsur, conrpares tbc good
Pcople and thc bad people to sar, aad dl the pricsts to two scals: 

-thc 
fu scal

is of gold and the sccond of iron; on both thc imap of a Ling is cognwd. lf
a pressint on the wax is nade, there is no difrcrence in tbc impriat of-tbc royal
image betwecn that made by tlrc goldco scal and rbat rnds by the iron scal; it is
not possible to distinguish between tbe pressing made eith thc goldca scal asd the
other. There may bc distinctions amoag thc persons who recchl or do Dot rcceiv!
the impriat of the instrument. But concetaing the impriat thcrr is no dificrencc ia
the image. A priest sho fails in his work may also be cornparcd to a candle of
wa4 thc flanre of which can be tikeaed to hiJ priesthood. fie nre burns thc *zx
and givcs light to the people: tbey arc Dot injured by its 0anc. We silt givt
another example to [explaioJ this better still. Of two tne!, onc is good and thc
othcr. bad. Each of thcsr submits bis petition to the kiug: the pctitioas arc identical.
Thc king has two judges, one good and the other bad. The 

-good 
petitioner be-

s.

M L 7 , 2 f r -
R o o " 1 I t r
Anbic rc*: "And rs rhc purporc of bcsrwing prirsthood on bin b o bancfr both thc
Feogle ud himsctf. he arust fall mdcr onc of thc followh3 druirtioos: lf lr fuffilb his
duty rorards rtr pcoph rd hinrsclf, rtt re b no qrgri@ bsr 

-rber 
tc b pcrfcst rnd dc-

tctrcs I dosbh rg{ard: bsr if hc ds Dot, hc dcnics birrsclf rbc bonor ttrei fs siln $c
priedy r.Dt( lnd h dcscrvcs doublc punislumt lf he fu6tb bb durics rowerts birrsclf, but
not thc duty ttc orcr to tbe pcoph, he b blenrdess as fer s thc duty hc orts to him$lf
toG' but he dcscrs punislrmant for his failure ro net hb oblijerios to*rrds rbc pcoph,
fTl "T _t!a ncrson who btuierl his masrer's moncy in rhe jrorod *rs puobhcd -. -* Mr lS,
It (4/'lot).
In coriauarion of thc pcceding. rhe Arabic lcxt !.!'s:.....just es rhc pcroa sho burLd
hb rnsrcr! moocy in tbc around ulrs puoishcd for failing tq Eedc with 

'ebst 
*rs iwo to

hior. depire thc fecr shel hc hed nor lost or spoiled ir 
-Eur 

if he fuxEltr hb dutic3 nryrrds
the pcople ...' Ci lO9).

- 6 3 -

wrnrw,eth i o Pi a no rtho d ox, o rq



I I

l : seechcs thc intervention of the bad judge in his pctition to-thc krn& and thc bad one

bcscechcs the intcrvcnii.i 
-"i 

ifr. 
-goii 

jud4. in -his--pctition' But the ting is just

"na 
rr. alrcady rnows- *trar uottr 

-juagci 
*ill ast. when both judge-s rcquest thc

il;g i; gr"nt itr. petitions, th9 kiig trans the pctition of the good-man.Pr€scn-

iJit io,iel, the bad l;J;; "oa 
O*i iot rejec't th_c pctition becausc of rhe badncss

"f 
hi l"ag., he doJs 

-i"i 
gr"nt the petition of the bad qa.n prescnrcd through

il';;"i-1".d;; r.i d,._-iooin"* ot.tli jud-ec -diF oot nullify the evil character

of the pctitioncr. eni---Cff-ino*, whcthci ttre Ua{ pcrson has gained any benefit

or obtained anY gracc.'?i
i
I
t
I
I
I

i , , , '

47. Tbcsc lest fcw rincs rr= r€ry obcure: ttr Ar.bic tcxl says: "lf be caa trin bcoc6t' it hap-

T 
*tt God koo*s 

"vcrvtbi!8n 
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CTIAPTER X

MONKS AND NUNS

This chapter is divided into cight scctions.

I. OD ttcit strtut:
Monastic life is the wisdom of the Christiaa law, and nonks are earthly angtls

or hcarrnly mcn, followers of Christ as much as it is humanly possiblc to bc and
cmulating His Apostles in cvery dccd by gving up world goods' by glving up
plcasurt, aad by despising ercrything. themselrts included, to obcy Him and lorc
Him. They fulfilt the prccept tbat Hc prcscnibcd ro those who are cstsr to -5c
pcrfoct They lovc only Hin" rnor: thr! their parcnts, tbcir childt€s god wivtq 8[d
motr than riches. They are blcssed for the cakn tbey achicve by evoiding the
troubles of this lifc - a cakn tbey achiarc voluntarily-and bccausc tbcy escape
and are saved fron thc final aad etsaal puaishmeat Thcy are blcsscd, and greatly
blessed, bccausc a dwelling is thc Hcaveoly Kingdoo is prcpared for them as a
reward for the transitory troubles thcy willisgly bcar.

IL Ttc rcqdnocc Dcccs$ry o becouing e nonlr:

Our Lord Jcsus Christ has said: -Wilt thou be pcrfcct? Go, sell wbat tbou
hast, give to the poor, and come follos Ma"l He ssid ?his to tbe pccson wbo
said to Hio:ir'iWhat shsll I do tbat I may harc life cvrrlastiag?€ And whco
Our Lord told him to fulfll the conmandmcotq bc assn€rcdr 'elll tbcse hsrc I
kept from my youth. What is yet wanting to oc?-t Ou l-ord eaid to His disci-
ples: "He tbat loves his father and nother roorc thaa Me is aot worthy of Me;
and hc that loves his son aod daughar urorc thao Me is uot wortby of Mc. And
he that takes aot up the cross of his deatb aad follows Me'aot, is not worthy of
Me."' A[d Basil said in his book oo asoetic lifc aad tbc r,eauaciratioa of tbe worl4
that it is 6rst of all necessary that bc who takes up this pcrfcct lirte barc a dacr-
mined miad, that hc hesitarc Dot to fulfill what he hls uodcrtalcea to do, that he
Bot go back, tbat he fulfill tbe order: of his superiors, and that he sc* c&at is
necessary for tbe salvatioa of his rcul.

MQYA l. He who has an cvil spirit shall not. take up monastic life. $. If
somdooe desires to become a mouk without the permissioa of the bishop who has
jurisdiction over him, he shall Dot be acceptcd in the mooastry lest it scrve him
as a prct€xt [to abandon] his wife, childrea, mother, aad the like. GENER 15, f6.
Whocver abandons children and neither fceds them nor educates them, under the
pretsxt of scrving God, or whoever abandons his parentq particularly if they are
Christians, or whoever does aot honor them, under the prcrcxt of taking up a
lifc of perlbctior, shall bc excommunicated.

MQYA- Monastic life must bc embraced voluntarily and not by forcc. Wheo
someone comes to a moDastery to become a monk and to dwcll therc, the abbot
of the monastery shdl question him in detil: where hc is from, what his prwious

ML 19. 21.
ML t9, 16.
Mr- 19. 20.
Mr- t0. 37-3t.
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tifs was likc. snd why he sccks haven in thc nonastcry; whetber hc is marricd and
has childrcn and whethcr he wishcs to 0cc from tbem bccause of hard tirncs. lf hc
is thc slavc of a member of thc faithful" hc shall not be accepted without thc
approval of his mastcr. lf he is a frccman and a' son of Christian pateoti but is
a- young man still under thc guardianship of his'!!lbcr, wh9 doai not wish him to
b*omc'a monk, he shalt not bc accepted. But if hc is single, has bcen scparated
from his par€nts for a long time, and is indepcndcnt, hc shall be acccptcd. lf he
has a wife who does not dcsirc him to become a monk, bc shall not bc acceprcd.
But if he is troubled and saddencd by his wifg sishcs to be rid of her, and fices from
her, bc shatl bc acccptcd. tf hc killed a man for whom hc had no cnmity nor with
whom he quarrcled, aad thc killing oeured involuntarily, and if, bc has dccided to
become a lronk to do pcnanoe, hc strall bc rcccptcd. ,lf the kinsmen of the vicim
comg aftcr thc killer becomcs a monk, aad vent to tatc him away, the abbot of thc
Bogastsry and 8tl his sren shall do their bcst to savc bim; for hs did aot kill volunarily
nor did hc bcckon otherq but it was a! involuntarlr thin& [aadJ he took rrfugc in
God ro do penancc and to dcdicarc hinsctf to aooastic lifc, to rsw bis soul by avoiding
sin. Failure to observt the provisions of this chaprcr docs aot catail cxoomsrunication.

m. Whrt r rnont rust do titt hlr rcdtb Dun.lt io ronrstic precticc:

TS 2t. Whosoever wants to bccone a ooak may dispose of his 'propcrty as be
likes bcfore becoming a tnonk, becausc oace he becomcs a monlq all his propcrty
goes to the uroaastcry. BAS. Our Lord and Rcdccmcr bas said: "Go. scll what
thou hasr, gt{t'to the poor, and tbou sbalt baw tscasure ia hcaven; comc follow
Me."5 Aad I say that whosoevrr lcavcs his fanily and cotcrs the scwicc of God
ltust aot glw up his riches impropcrly, for tbey are consccntcd to God; he srrst
disposc of, them as God wisbcs, bV gvisg to cach his sbare aad by scftiag frcs
him who Dust bc frce5 -cither by hiosclf, if he is a wise nao of expericoce, or
with othcr'chosca persoos whose coaduct revcals that tbcy 

"re 
good admilbtntors,

lcaraed, prudcot, and knowa for thcir aduinistration- [He sball do this] all tbe
time bcariag in mind that he is a travellcr and tbat bc leaves his property to bis
blood pareoB, who are Dot poor. If he eutnrsts tbc adninisratioa to one who is
not such a person as we described above, aod this psrson is appobtcd to admiaiacr
the property, this is what is writtcn: "Cnrscd bc bc who acconplisbcs tbe sorks of
God,with negligcocc.'q We must bc carcful ia erary scosc lest, tbrough our aegli-
geocc, we bccome tnansgressors of His conmaadocots by seckiog to fulfiIl somc other
coanaadrnents. Tberefore, rr lrust Dot hatt thosc sho &priw us, by war ald
killiog, of whatever belongs to us.

fV. Tbc obliptions of oools:

In tbis chaptcr there atr six obligations.

The first h to girc up aarriagc; therc ate sooc mouls who never married aad
and therc arc ttrosc vho were Earried but left thcir wivcs lirtcr ou. As for tbc
firsL they arc thosc of whom Our Lord bas said: 'dTbet: are euduchs who have
made themsclves eusucbs for tbe Kiugdom of Hcavca.a Tbe sccond have adhercd
ro His words which say: "Every man who has ldt his wife for My sake shall
posscss lifc everlasting.'t Aod tbcir voluDtary solitary lifc ia this world is aimed

5. Mr- 19, 21.
5 .
7 .
t -
9 .

POEFNM tt-l b follovcd hcre.
Jcr. {t, 10.
Mt. lt, 12-
ML 19, 29.
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ilffffig-]n Cecordancc with tbe words of Orn lord uhidr' w€rr spoken with
r?spcct to thcm:'In the rcsurGctiort thcy shdl neithcr"nasry nor bc rnarricd, but
rhdl be like thc angels of God.-ro Thcy imitatc tbc Apostte Paul, who said to
the Corintbians: "As for lcaving rnarriage, I would that dl tnetr *tts crren as
mysclf; I say to the unmarried and to tbc widoss, it is good for tbeur if thcy so
continue, evtn as I. & I think tbat virgiaig is bcncr for thc trouble of [thisJ tiarc;
it is b.ttcr for a man so to be. Thcrcfore I would havc you be without sadncss,
for hc that is without a wife is soticitors for the things that belong to the Lord,
how he nay pleasc God. But hc that is with a wife is solicitous for the things
of the sorl4 how he nay plcasc his wife. Thcre is a grcat difrcrenc bet*tea
oanied womeotr and virgias; thc unmarricd wonaa thinks of &c things that
bring hcr closc to God, to bc boty both iD body and ia spirit, while she that is
manied thinks of thc things concerning tbe lifc of this world, how shc may please
her brsban4 He tbat has power owr his o*a will and szsts to kccP his virginity,
docs *rll. If the husbaod of a wonaa dicc sbc is at libcrty. And blcsscd sbdt
she be if shc remains thus according to ny couase! since I thint I haw the
Spirit of God."r2

Tbc secoad is to leavc onc's Hood relativrs, richcs, aod worldly plcasure, as
rc said abore.

Thc third is to dwdl in tbe tlolast€ry, to *rar sscb to Sird up tbe loias
with stins pursuart to what *as sritco about Joh tbc Baptitc.

The foi*th is to abstaia fron Bcst Ealcss it is abeolurcty occcssary, rnd to
eat sparingly wbat is ordcrcd for the bealth of thc body and cirniltr things.

Tbc fif& is that tbc brethrea shall livr togctbcr as a single soul, ss scatcd by
Basil in his homily, and shall bavp oac tbougbt only iD qbcir bodirs" Evto if thcy
arc maay in body, tbcir chief is oaly one, uamcly GoG Who uoites [tbcn intol
this siogle sout, which is made ooc by th€ bood of lovc. Esch oDc of tbco
lives aot oaly for hinsclf, but oue for aaothcr, to pleasc God. Thcy sctrc [ooe
alotherl equdly and voluntarily, ss s resrlt of shich pcacc rcig3s sDong thcrn Each
one takes tbe sork of tbe otbcr and tbcre is !o!9 8DoDg thcm at6 srfcrs injuticc-
Thcrcfore thcy inherit tbe Kiagdom of Hcavro. Tbcir Eind is uoitcd b pafcct
oHiencc, and they lirrc as they will ia thc life whicb sill ome rr tb. cnd of tine.

Tbe sixth is that tbe monk dedicatcs his tifc to fastidg and praprs, to fatiguc
aad labor, r:membering God cousantty, readiog His Holy Books, learniag tbe
intcrpretation thercof, ;sding the lives of His Saints to be lite His bclovc4 media-
tiag on the perfcctioa of His Persons. the grratness of His work, His prirnordidity,
the beautiful order of His crcatioa, how He rules thc crcation in oac way witb
no intcmrptioa, aad thc woaders of His ruliag. Witb this in mind, moaks tecp
their bodies far froo tbocc [worldlyl tbings whicb uay inpcde tben from obcying
aad rcscrain thcir toDgrrcs frorn sords that arc usclcss both to hin who uusrs
them aad to him who hears thcm. They sball keep thcir crtcmal scns€s cloccd to
what is impropcr to think or say so that nothing will comc to thcir roiods cxccpt
good deeds. They sbatl control the interaal senses with which thc sriad works and

ML t2, 30.
Rading oal.rlt. 'tnrried womcrr,- bsr.ad of otlrll r ..nrerricd mcri-
I C-or. 7t 7, 26,32-34. 39-{O.
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imagincs. [-.Ih"o. mjnds .shall notl rcmembcr or think of or raain things othct thanthosc mcntioned abovr.l,

v. The rbbot of the molestetl,-bis lry servrat, tbe otber menbcts [of tbc commuairyJ,rhc rdminlstrrtor rad tbe doorkecperl

. Nta]l 78- T$ monks- of a monasrsry shail choosc an abbor onf on rhe
fd:T :l i[:Fryfi1opus. tf. during his tifcri-mc on auuoiort;;;;L-t-ci.-.ano,
,-1 

llt- testament that a ertain person, not rclatcd to him, succcd him as auuot
1__tlt-_P-""uttejlt. and if thc person-so designatcd by the.dcceased iuuot ls ormorc nghkous faith than othcrs, is uscful -ro thi monastiry, is pure, fean- Co,A, anais without any blcmish, he shalt bc thc abbot as cor."ra'.h uy trri ar"."r"JJuu"t.Failurc to obscrvc the provisions of this chapter docs ;t;taii excommuniotion.

yayl No one shall bc abbot of 8. mo'astcDf crcept one who *rs broughtup &crt,, knows its laws, has rivd a saintly ano 
-nona*c 

Efe, is not a i*r o,feebl+mindcd, and is,not onc who is knowri-ro ba; 
"orritt 

J'"-rii"iii,rr-in o,out. of the. monasrety. He nust bc onc with Sood h"bil;- barned, an oGr"ii ofthc canons .of lau ooc who foresccs what. will-'comc 
"pro'r,i""" "* 

*rr" frstrr*,in whar hc dccms to .be lsnt aad futfils rbc elcasurc ;?-A*r im rra.,. Ipi-i",.6hitn,l' oae who rcceived 
-the 

approvat'or tfi-coosrunity'of monks *itirlii-"oyguarrcls or disputcs anong tbem 
-aad 

uras appoiaca 
"uuJt 

by thern"
BAS In his rclations.*i+..1i, brethrcu, aa abbot of a moaase4r shall act asa.true.fathcr'bocs with his 

"tin*" 
*io obey hinr, aad rs the true tcacher doeswith thosc who are Y9o l,p potiler. e fatlcr-is" p|i; uftca his childrco aregbod, wisc, nodest and humblc, 

'as 
the trouor of tbr ;tildr." goes to their parcns.similarlv, tcachers wish that.*eir aiscifi;-L-; ;i;; kaowredge, that theywork and 'bc learned in their tcachers" arts, aad that 

-they 
be. Frfect mco, whoprTul ovel aDyote who -oPposcs them. Bcau."- of ru"t rDcl, tbeir tcachers arepraiscd. rhis . uprighrnes: r..l tF -aisciplol is itr"r+. ruv the tca€hersl whcn theycarrv out their duties. And it is bitoirin! rc 

" 
rputi"i father .oa it a 

-ieactrcr
of tbc wa;-s of -God that his dcsires ;oj rh" 

-"rfin"tio* 
of the young discipleswhom hc is iastructiug'be that thcy becoqe humbb dir"itd ;;,'iooi,-iiig.o,is their spiritual lives,-aad qen wlr6 p*rrf 

"y* 
ft, d;Ii*r *9-ies; thus ihcymay, rcceire the crown o_f glo_ry froni ctr;st, wd ;".[-"thirn His sei.r,aat+ anomay become rcticitous of gLod deeds, clol to Hiill"_rr.* oi Aoa *a-fuinfr.r,of His witt. The abbot mu-st arso rcceive fuu tronoi:rr.-'iir.'-iiL,"iir'i."r",

madt them brothers of our Lord with his-teachinlf* il'roro ia rrii gri"i-.r"thas said: "whosoever shall do the wiil of Mi dther, i. ii-Mv br.di,;il"^
If. th5 mon-ks. ar: n-ot righreous ia rlre scrvice of God, because the abbot rulcsthem badly and leads-_them improperry, he shail be disgralea ou the day of judg_menr. And in this life. if childrtn lre^ bad. tu.y 

-"rT 
rile scorpions Ld"n, nrrtthrow rheir poison at their plsnrs. Therefore,-in.-ri.ptJa-;G;;i;-ii., irip.rlyand..with due rcgard for cach one, accordinC a;-h;;;:; commanding thern, heshall take into consideration their aavanceE ,!.'-rr-i-n.ii"youth, augmenting andrcducing their- toils, gtYlg orders to *ork or tirest from- their work according rotheir ages, habis, hearth-or illness. and accordd-i;;il; 
.[pl;riJi^J;ff,'il:".

I
I
I
I
l , l 3 -

t4.

t 5 .

Anbic rcrr: "And rhc inrctnar senscs shall nor thiuk of or reracurbcr _.- (6lrri).
Arabic rcrt: "ooe wbo underrands manens sfh * thc c+tc of disputc. 6lis thc o6ce ofao abbor wirh zcat, .Dd ras accepabh ro his formcr iuudftljrOl-'
ML 12, 50.I
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Difrercnr qrnons obtain in differcot Eratrcts and ruhrs tarc po*rr to pocscribe
different rules for differcnt peoplc as thcy sce fiL aeording to the cxigencies of
the timeq thcreby futfilting what is.wrincn, wbidt says: 'And thcy used to gtvr to
cveryone what was neccssary to him."l6 Thc following ruh, nancly, abstincncc frorl
cating for plcasure and without modctation, applies to cvetloos. Aad as those sho
arc under the power of the abbot will imitate him, it is necessary that his conduc
bc perfect in all tbe commandrneots of God. lest they eoac to bclievt that hc is
ineapaUle of obscrving the prcccpts of God. His bchavior and his silcoce must be
such that thcy bencft the monks mot€, than his tcacbinp with words. He shdl
submit himsclf to the bishop and the chorcpisoopus.

MQYA. Tbe tay scnrant of rhc abbot of the Dolaslcry, that is, the ministcr
who is at his scrvicc, must follow the cxarrplc of the prophct Eliscus. Notwithstaa-
ding the fact that bc cns the sou of an imponant pcrson frorn among-thc grear- of
IsEacl, be *zs aot ashamed to rcrve tbc prophet Elias, wbo wss oDs of thc inhabi-
tans of tbe couaay of Galaed. Nor did Eliscus -ssy to- hinsef: 'IIow could I
scrrc tbis Quarcaawin; ald to to thc dwclliap of thc childrcn of Israel, amoag
tbosc who Laow ne? How could I sctlp e sandcrcr and poOr tnan?' But, on
thc coDtrary, he bclicved that thc nca of th eoumy ia which his tcacbcr was
walkiug vcrc not wortby to be Elias' scffaats c disciplcs lry scrvanrs nrrt batt
the samc bclicf, evea if tbcy ats Dofie: bonorcd tbm thcir erchcrs in this sorl4
and nust say to tbemselves: *woe to us, bccausc se are Fsoss nao caonot rtpay
our parents for bcgrning us. How much nore Eust *,e rcpoy our sefuihtft fstbcrs!"
Abbots nust,ldo towards obcdicot by scrtzls rfrat Job uscd to do. He used to
ofrcr sacri6a* cvcry nroraing for his-sifc his chitdrco snd bis $wrstsrt So rlso
tcachers must do, by prayrog for thcir disciplcs aod besding rlc[-€:t fron the
merciful God for their salvatioo. Failur: to obecnrc thc provisious of this chsptcr
does not entail excomsruaicatioo.

Tm aLbot of the moaasrcry shall sce sbo ernolg tbc bdothcrs coaducs hi"'sctf
righrcously, fcars &e day of judgncol, and lovts tb Spod of tbc rnoaascry. Tbe
abUot shdl make hirn rcspoosible for tbe noaascry aod its stotls, so that bc may
provide for tbe necds of dl the brothcrs. He nuS be oc wbo respo-nds to thcir
necds prooptly. Hc shall oot dissiminatc bctnlcco tbc great 3a! :rnrll, aor sball
be transgress thc word of God iB thc thinlF_cotrusted to hb adninistation. He
shall bc a choscn pcrsoa, pure and tnrstworthn not wickd or grccdy; he sball
keep nothing for hinsclf. Hc uust not cal, ddntq or slcep in the roo,n of one
who has a bad repuadon. Hc shall Dot sppoiat aay of his rchtircs or frieods
over anything bcloagiag to the tDoaastsry, but shdl do thiap that doriry thc Lord
so that His words which say: "Blesscd is that scrvast whom wb his Lord casre,
He fouad him doiag what He had commande4"te Eay h fulfilled.

The administfiator of the monastcry's propsfty Dust bc a trusted and cxpcrico-
ed person who distributes whatever is entrusrcd to him witb a putt ald pcaceful
hearl He must be a persoD who is dicitors of the tircd a[d who takcs care of
the sick. Hc must Dot bc one who likes rclaxatioa, drinkiag or cating alooq witbout
his brothers at the commoD table visible to all. Hc must not desPisc tbosc who
come to the monastery; rathcr he shall accord then full respcct aad supply thant

Acts + 3J-
SrnsSely caoulfi Etias is called *4$l r '€ytcoilu'- b thc rborc P.sseF. Tbc Antic Et
ru/s: "- ttris nstic naa" (2/ltt). ,

Glocs: "hb coos.iD-Ls end Ns c.rt,.t|ls."
ML 2a, 46.
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with food that is availablc in thc monasleq/, vhich [othcrwiscJ would be spoilcd, to
thc shamc lof thc monasteryl. Lct him give relicf to thc poor and to pilgrims with
that food, lest it bccome spoilcd, lest hc throw it out and thercby commit a sin.
ln particular, he commits a sin if thc food is spoiled bccause of his stingincss and
envy. or if ,he does the pleasure of the devil attd withholds food from the servants
of God, that is, the.poor brothcrc and those who come to thc gaa of the monastery.

The doorkeeper of the monastery shalt bc swcet in spcech towards ,the membcrs
of the monastery and ousiden. He shall be rcry hurnb,h, patient in the facc of
insule; and shall rcfrain from anst'ering bacl. Ncithcr shall he despisc the poor.
Hc must be onc wbo answens Promptly to onc who knocks at the door, and
one who respects everyone as he can.:o And wlrca he bcars thoss who erttcr
and go out spcaking ill of the abbot of ,dre nonastcry, he shall not hasten
to inforgt him about it" lest tbc abbot ,be sorry and the people in thc monaste-fy
bc upact- Hc shall wait patieotly for the appropriarc time to inform him about it, as
thc abbot would bc saddencd if he werq inform-cd [immcdiatclyJ. ri/hen hc does
infori the abbot, hc shall do so calmJ and chcerfully, like onc sho uants to
apologize on behalf of rhe person who spokc ill. He shall inform the abbot after
he hears the latter say that hc wiU Dot bc saddcncd or uFct by tbe information.
Thc doorkeeper sball inform the abbot. of thosc who bonor and lora him and of
rhose wbo bate and dcspise him. He shall do Jo Dot to flatter the abbot, but
bccausc it is thc duty of the doorkceper to do so. Thc abbot of the monastcrf
shall not reveaf,,phat tbc doorkceper tells hin-

The doorkeepcr shall not allow any of thc nonks to go out of the door of
the monastcry Bor shall he let anyone catsr to sce thc brotbcrs sithout the order
of the abbor or somc sigp from tbe latlcr. He shall trot allow tbc brothers to
galher at thc door of the rronastery, to talk frivolottsly or to saoff at others, Dor
shall he acccpt anything from ary of thco, nor sball be kcap anythitrg ia deposit
without the knosledge of the [otherJ brothen. U oae sho does not bloog to tbe
monastery leaves sorncthing ia deposit with the doorkeeper, he shall uot open it
or rummage through it. tVhcn he becomes aw:ar! of the fact that tbe food of the
monastrl is oot enough, he shall make the noment easy with good words and
send strangers away lovingly aod with humility.

Hc shall tactfully exhort all who come to the door of thc monastcry to grve
something from their substaace to the monastcry. Hc shall not scek, by cultivating
friendshipr with the people, to acquire somethiDg which may. cause eamity bctween
the abbot and thosc people, and which may crcatc thc bclief that the abbot is
unfavorably disposed 6wards them, lest. bccause of his falsc storics, hc become like
Judas, who accused his Master because of the womaD who anointcd Him, and
prercnded in his evil mind thar he was generous tourards the poor.

VI. Oo tte obcdience of noals rld tbc obscrrrnce of ltc rnles gorctling thco:

NIQYA. The community of the brothers shall always fast" pray, and read the
Holy Books. as commanded by thc abbot of the monasrcry. They shall work accor-
ding to their turn, each in his alloned week, inside and outsidc the church, in scrvice
connected with priesthood or in tcmporal scrvice. Aad whea a forcigrr monk somes
to thern, they shall give him great honor, and shall acccpt bim at tbeir table and
makc him rest. But [guests who arc] laymeo shall cat alone and stay to one side.

20. Arabic &xr: "-lone who rcspccB evcryoncJ accordiDg to bb imponanGc or his rank"(l ,120).
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Some layraen rnay be invited by tbe abbot of the _rnonastcry td sit at his uble if
therc is 

-some 
jusrifiablc rcason, to the adrrantap of tlr monastcay'

tl. Monks shall live doing good among thcmsclrrcs and tosards all pcople.
Nevcr shall they walk through ttrc squares and the sttceB _withoul modesty and
gravity, nor shall they jokc among themsclvcs irreverently ot flippntll; rathcr, thcy
inust 

-tc 
devotcd to 

-silencc 
and- gravity, espccially whcn tiey af,c among herctics.

Thcy shall adorn themsclvcs with erary spiritual adornmcnt, and aevcr shall thcy
stay nqrr sfomen, Dor eat meat' ncithcr in iheir monast$y nor in othcr monasteries.
Thiy shall not adorn or anoint themsclves, and shall gird up thcir- loins with rough
batlcr girdles. Their clothing shall bc of rough wool' thc clothing -sf qp who
rcnoonoi [tbe wortd]. Ttrus tleir cxtcrsat appearaoce will bc difrercnt from that of
the tayman- in evry rcspc.1. They sbdl avoid laymea's- orDame[ts and habi6 as
did the fathcrs, whosc ieeOs of pcrfection and good [exa'pleJ we haw adopted.
Thcy wcrc tnrc rnooks and coasidcrcd tbcrnsclte as dcad.

As for food, drinking and clothing if rnoct of the monks work on thc land
for the Eoaastcry, ttrcy nlust eat twicc I dan frst at tbc sixth bour and sccoud at
tbc ead of the iiy. iut if most do not ick on thc la84 it is enoug! for thc
moaks to cat only- ooce a d"y, at the ninth hour or 8t thc cnd of tbc day-

Moaks must sleco oa thc rrouad i! tbeir odls" But if tbc'tbbot of tbc raonae
tcry or thc brothcrs who are 

-iU 
srlnt to stccp on tbcir bcds tbey mey do so, thc

formcr because his rank entitlcs hirrr ge it a[d trc mtcr bccause tbey atc iDdisPosd.
They sball Dot take ofr tbeir clothiag Dor sh8ll tbsy looeco thcir girdlcs vbc'o
they *aat tb"stece. Two shdl Bot shs? in oae bc4 aor sbsll tbcy stay si& by
side; rathcr tbey shall bc prcparcd for prapr sld viStlsst, as soldiem rfro prcpore
themsclws for the day of fighting aod the bour of baAle. If thc toil aad wort arp
cxcessive for the weak thcy shall be dlowcd to rcst aad shall be gvca sddcd tirc
to fnish,their prayers alone. As for tbe heatthy, they sball work, evcryone ia his
tura.

Monks shall be givea clothiag aftcr the lirs of tbc Cross. And whco wintcr
arrives, tbey shall n'ritc their sancs oa tbeir dotbcs and drcsscs, aad shall sort
them in the wardrobe of the monastcry uatil suEmcr, takiag tbm agai! st thc
cnd of wiatcr. They shall do the same thing witb their wintcr clothing wbca srmmcr
attlYes.

In surnmer, they shall go to work early iD tbc norniog and shall rcst ia tbe
hot hours, unril thc hour of prayer, at nooo. Aftcr the prayer thcy shdl cat and
then rest uutil the hcat cools down. Wbcn the day gtows coolcr, they shall tctuto
to work until eveniag: and after they say their praycrs they shall akc dioncc. They
must divide thc day into three parr: oae part for prayer and reading; the second
pan for eating; and the third part for working. In the iurcrvalq they sball rest-
As for drinking, they shall take the amount thc body rcquircg as long gs it is
beneficial, as Paul has comgraoded his disciple.ut

If engaging in commerce is a shame to laymen, how much more shamcful sill
it bc to moals if they cngage in commerce?

BAS. A monk who has abandoned everything must not corrct thc dignity that
goes with pricsthood or the rank of the abbot of thc monastcry. The love of
dignity is a diabolic illness, and whosoever falls on this paiaful illuess is eovious
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of thosc who descrve to bccone priesds and to be appointcd to some ofrce. and
sccrctly incitcs people against thcrn. He wishcs for their dcath, so that he may
take ovcr their offiac: by disapproving of their appointment, hc crcates disagreement
beturccn thcm and himself. Thercforc, hc must avoid this cvil desirc. And if it is
the will of God that somconc have dignitn only llc knows whom. He appoins.

A monk who rcnounccs ths world mu$ detach himself complercly from his
parsnts, his relstives and from his sccular fricods, just as the dead arc separatcd
from the living. lf his parcnts srtcr the monastcry, their rclationship shall- be spiri-
tual only. They shatl hot be considered as his p_arents-; qther they_ shall be con-
sidercd is trls :brothers, since the rnre Fatbcr of all iC first"" the Lord, univcsal
Father, aad sccoad, after the Lord, thi spiritud superior who 'leads uronks to the
tife of perfection. As for his blbod rclatives, he shall take care of them by cotrea-
tins G;d that they havc true'faitt, or hc sha[ cxanine thcir acions.z He must
not- fait to take cire of his relatives ''6n tbis *ayl hst tlrc ecduccr put evil and
*orldly thougfits in their riinds, thougbtsshicb wc havt abandoned. [f tt do more
than thisl, we would be like idols which harrc thc cxtcmtl appcatance of monks,
but whicb do not harrc in thcm souls whicb obccrrc tbe perfectioo of raoaastic
fifc. :Morcover, Our Lord did not allos the naa who decidd to'be His disciple
to nike arraagements for the people of his hone, to bury his fathcr, or to look
bchind.2r

Nooe of th6e who eatcr thc sociay lof nonlrsl may bavt any Pcrsonal Proper-
ty,r. Dor may'onc who has trandcd himsclf ortr to God do wtntcvtr he wishes
witb bimsclf. Ercrythiag bclonging to'them is ddicated to Go4 aod oo moak bas
the rigft to do anything for layrocn, for his Uood rclativcs, or for hinsclf, unless
it be for his brothers, thc monks, who foru bis family. Monks have ao Power
over themsclves, to dctach themsclvcs froro their link of spiri$al fratsrnity, jut as
the uatural unity of the parts of thc body caanot bc dissolyd cxcept by death.
If someone says tbat the brothcrs [of a certaia modnstcryJ are bad, *e say that
not all are such. The Apostles. also, did not dissolvc tbiir frateraal union on aocount
of the evilness of Judis, nor could the wickedaess of ttre lattcr so ovsrcome the
uprigbtncss of mind of the othcrs that tbey failcd to obey Christ-

The true spirit of monastic life consists frstty ia rcstraining your sight and your
hcaring,. so that they will nol let anything cntcr that might spoil your soul. I'hen,
[restrainl your thought and your tongpe, so that nothing tbat defiles thcn may get
out of them. About food aud clothing we nust choosc what ,is sufficieat and proper,!
and rcmcmber the following words: " 'I fill heaven and eartlr"' said the Lord, 'l am
a God at hand and aot a God afar off.'"x The Lord has,also said: "rrVherc
tbere are two or three gathercd in My narre, there am I in the midst of them-"'
Wc must fulfll everything as if GoA were watching us io everylhing. t.et the fear
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Atabic lcxt: "Bul *s aae not allorcd to ute care of thern or ro bc sonca:Dd about rhcir
live" (2/123).
ML t, 2-
Tbe doss s.ys Attte r "for rcLrtiveq' rad the psss.tg shbuld nm, ..A motrk shell oor scr
rsidc aonhing lor rhe usc of his reladrts (||tt]rr- r) or for hb ora usc (icAt]. r) " 0/124).
/Atabic text: "Hc strall havc Do propcrty, nor b trc thc oesrer of hfunself oncc hi giyd trh-
sclf to God." ibd.
Arabic t.xt: "-. [we must cioosc] casily arraitablc clorhin3" ell?4).
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To livc in a community is advantagcors for a monk-.fo1 qaoy -rcaso_as. Onc
is that a man cannot providc alonc for the aeeds of his body;^ slso'- ctlistian
charity and thc apostolic prccept command that eac*r one of us avoid- sceking what
is advanugsous io himsclf only, and should rather scck what is sdvanta8sous to
his neighbir' Moicorcr a Elan who lirrcs donc knows not his ddecL and when hc
ries tJ fdfill, onc pf€cept another Soes ry unattsnded; wheo hc gocs to visit a
sick pcrsoa, tt" pilgnm esc:rpcs him. How thco will he be ablc to rcccira the
gfs iif the' Holy SiUr gifts'which are gEn to hirn -only to bc administcrcd to
itlrersf lf thcy ieniin liiOco withis him afar he reccives thau aaotber drass no
bcnefit from ibcn, nor docs hc himsetf &dve any bcncfit from othcn; but in a
s666unijy c*eryoo. bcncfirs frour his o*a gift and from ttf -gft -of othcrs" There
is no olri to isafco &c naa who lircs elboe whco hc htls sdccP nor can- he
6nd by living Aonc wUt nc cao 6nd if he lircs ir a comrnrmity, for _instancc'
words 

-of 
aAri'onitioo to hclp him pcrscrrcre and praiscs of thc brotbcrs to.belp.-hinr

improw [in pcrfccioa]. Hi bclisGs he bas rcacUe0 ultimatc pcrfccioa bqt if he
fiv& afoac hi caooot'reach thc pcrfcction that om by being obcdicot-asdncrci-
ful, becausc there is Bo one wbom he mgst obcy or tosar'ds wbom he pay- be
merciful. Hos can he bc paticot if thetc is no pcrrco to oPPosc his wi[? If hc
says that tbc Holy Book suftccs to Eacb him how to do worts of.pcrfcctioo'.he
mu$ know that he is lib a Etn who tcachcs carpeatry wlm in fect bc .hss
nevsr scea this t1'pc of sork Fasticed.

NIQYA.'Ifyoueat Esat during ao i[ncss, it nay bc scaodalors to you brr it
is not insiOerei a sin. Ho*=vcr, lou nust fcct so'now for &is'dcfcqt you-brrt in
your lifc of pcrfectioa. ADd if driring your illacss you tre cogpelfd to batbc at
ihe public Uittq take a bath oncc or-twioc; Uut if you -stt hcalthy, you sbould
aot baitre.at tta public baths. You must Dot urccp cxccssirdy Dor qy too nuct-
You should siag i,ith rnodcration lest your brothc+s bc diwncd. And wbcq afb
the brother piay together, each oai havcs lto gol to bis place' if hl ca8
fulfill the ptcLpi oi ttre Apostle stro said: 

-'hay- 
wi-thout ccasiog aa{ erc

thanks alwip'nb 6 him dd so. BAITAS 3& Anyone who dcsircs Pcrlisioa
shall bcar ali affiictions which comc upon him. for God's sakc eDd nust dways
bc ready to die. The fast is that Do oDc who secks pcrfcctioo is lcft^without fPP
tations,-just as Orrr Lord cras temptcd by glunony, piid. aod lorc of ricbes. lf bc
is not *,igtant and docs not t:member God coastantiy, h9 wifl fdl oo the worship
of idols, whictr is pridc.

VIl. Crnscs of pnnlstncot:
MQYA- tf thcre be a brother sho rrfuscs the food of the common table,

or if th-ere is a practice of preparing the food according to the brothcrs' wishes,
this pracricc must be ended. jfni if iny one accuses the abbot and the monks for
ttre fooC, be must stop doing so; if hc does it because of gluttooy, be shdl be
awarded the punishment hc descrtes.

If two brothers quarel, for whatever neason, aad .ooe of tbecr strikes the other,
if the one who ras srnrck forglvcs thc bcater, let thc forgiver know tha.t le-has
done a good decd but his bcater shall bc excommunicatcd for a period of forty
days. If the one who was stnrck reacted and struck back, he shall bc excommunica-
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Arabic tcrr: "-. rod kn us not reodcr His prcccpts tsdess- (4il24l
I Thcss- I tl; ar"5;" tcxt "..-land give than\st in all rhin6' (2;126L
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tcd lilce the other. Any of the brothers who strctchcs out his hand to hit the abbol
of thc --m<rmslery tt lt_! F bcatcn forty times and cxiH to another rnonastery, wherc
he shall fast and purify himsclf, doing penance for onc year: no one shall issociarc
with him. After one. year he shall comc back to his ironastry. lf he was one of
the senior brothers in the rnonastery, hc shalt be demoted io the lowest rank of
the monastery.

Any brother who dchmes or accuscs his companion fiatscly] shalt leave thc
monasteD/; he shall not dwcll there when such a fault is 

-provid 
ngainsr him. So

also for the 'one who hurts thc other monks, or"caus* riots'amone ihem, or does
not listen and obey, or is voluntaily lazy in tlp work hc is assien-ed to do, such
as work on tbe land, or spoils the fola of the biothers. eoA if ;i of ttrc-Urottren
is fouad drunk, hc sball be foryivu one, two or threc times; uui if he does aot
dcsist from drinking let him be punishcd for his sin; he shall aot contiaue to
driak wiae. The brother wbo is phyiically hcaltby but docs Dot worl shatt eat alonc
and. shall br F- tess to cat 

'thin 
rhi oo"ti. similaay,--oac 

-;A;-;ft*-- 
.t..ot

at the time of Pnyer shalt bc givea lcss to cat. A brotiicr who commits fornica-
tion shdl bc -pardoned one timc aod shall fast for forty days, rcrnaining ia isola-
gton a1d Purity. fo1, one par. If a brotlrcr lcaves his 

-norisc-ry, 
heedi-css of the

law.s .9f Tonasic !ifc, and gocs to drcll in aootbcr city or 
"oiotty, 

bc sball bc
assrmilatcd to the layncn tbcre; he sball not be as a monh but as a lalman. If
he €laor lmp;ess otbcrs as a tgoodl moah he sill givt othcr rnonf! a bad
rePusruon. rallure to observe the provisiots of this chapter does aot cnail cxcom.
Eurucatoa.

BAS 32- If a mook who cohabits with a wolran says: .dThis thiag crrraet
lring pe baim," both -shall bc scpararcd ead ercommuuicati4 for thc floly foof
has said: "sy'ho is it sho puts fire- to bis bosom and burns not?'ro .lod tde noly
Books tsach us to avoid exccssive familiarity with women, and be*are of talkioi
with them.

YIIL Nro" ud pious drhrs:

RSTA 17. As Petcr said, thrcc widows shall bc appoiotcd. Two of tbem shall
givc aLl.rheir.-rimc to ptaycr for all thosc who are'ii tribulation aod desirc to
l(now. what wll come to pass. The third shall stay with womcn who visit ttre sick,tt
who hasten p glve asistance to thctr\ who varcli ovet them, and who iafom ttre
pricsts of -what bappcns. Shc shall not be greedy for personil gain, nor shall- shc
t.oo1-*h-g- gets druok, lest she bccome lazy- duriaj the scriice-she r=nders at
aight. ,2f. wheu .a wjdoy _is appointcd, sbe shal noi be anointed, bur only the
name [oI pious widow] shall bc givcn to bcr. If bcr busband bas bceD dcai for
1 loag. !ip., :h: shall bc appoinpd -bur if he has bccn dead for a short timi onty,
one shall aot havc coofidene in her. If she is qualified, she shall be rc$ed for
oli year aad then shall.bc appoinrcd-ogly vcrbally.ttslc iiaif bc bid; t"t i-toecti,.t
with thc other widows,t3 buthands shatl- not be-irnposcd on her, for she onf; on
sacrifice and renders no priestly scrvice. The sign'of the crosi is made over the
clergy to appoint them as priests, whereas ia thJ case of a widow, it nerely -on5,
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Atabic lcxr "..-wirh rromcn *to a^re i|l.' (tj!2S).
Gloss: '.rhey shall say to hcr: .scrre!. .'

@t+"r* r "and strc shall bc girdcd up,- b btcrprcrcd sslt+++ r eA**?r 2ct\4t
.gotb"+ I "and sbe shall be bd ro scrvc rotFtrs wirtr oc orher widows" pOffXfrf iZ--l
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taht slrc will dedicaa hcresclf to prayet: all tbis [s praaibcd] for each one,
tpricsts and nunal diffcrently. XI. One strall not inpose hands oa thc head of a
frtgo, bccause only hcr intcntioa makes hcr a virgin

DESQ lL A woman shall be appointcd to the office of widow whcn sbe
reachcs sixty years of age, to gtt! her the strcngtb to avoid a sccoad mardage - a
marriap which would bc shamdul to the hoaor of widows. A young woman,
thcre.fotc, musS not be too cagcr lto be appointcd to the widow's officel: rather,
shc should be perscvcring lt is bcncr, in bcr casc, to tatc ao voss rhrD to take
them aod Dot fulfiIl thcn- A young widow shall not be cnrollcd in the rank of
widorq lest shs bc overcome by thc urcakncss of bcr Baturc. As she is still young
shc rright rsmarry, aad tbrs bccome an o$ect of thc dcvil's laugitcr. BADAS 9.
The honor of widows lics ia prayng mucb, ia scrviag thc rll, and in fasting nugh.
BAS a3. VirSftts sball haw Fridily orlcr widoss.

tf rbcr? is a woman whose husband is dca{ she shall say with tbe widows;
if sbc docs aot wisb to stay with tbc wido*s aod takcs anotbcr husband aftcr
making a vow, shc comnits a sb and incus a grcal punisbmcolr

Widoss lnust Dot taugb immoderatcly, Dor stay et a placc wherc !rcs arc
prcseltr ualcss the latter are their brothe,rr fatbers, or childrn. Tidorr aod virgirs
must not bced the coaorpisoeoce of tbcir bodics; ratlu, thcy 

'should 
fast erary

day to extiapish the fire of conorpisoenoe, ia odcr to sio tba strudc agiast
thcir eaemy. ,Yilgns cspecially must be careful; nooe of tbco shall wall done whcn
shc has reacltcd the age of marriagc. Neiths shall a virgia ap,pcar to pcople at
suosct, nor drink wine unless shc is ill bccausc of cxcessivc 'aortificatiou Shc sball
not fattca her body beyond thc orrect proportioo. Food is tbc *-apon of conotpis.
ccnce ard rclitary tifCs is thc 6rst bond of purity.rc

Womeo wbo go wanderiag fron place to plae caDaot avoid seciog hcaring or
spcaking ill of others: thesc thiags gire pleasurc to thc mind. lVomca sball bc
wary of idleness and laziness. Tbose who contaminatc tbcir tongtrc with slaoder and
deceitful ulk shall aot be calld widows or viryios. A virgi! nust aot raise hcr
voice whea shc spcaks nor shall she quarrcl Dor sue soncons for objects of this
world. She has rcnouoccd the world and is a scrast of God; hcscc, sbc nrust
not be a scrvart of tbc objcct of this world. Tbe work of hcr hands sball bc
sufficient to support hcr in thc solitary life of her housc. She must Dot bc prcoc-
cupied sith worldly afairs, Dor go to nariage fcasts aor to aay neetiog. Shc must
accustom hcr tongue to reciting psalms and must bc pure and obcdient, humble in
her alk and meek, [avoidingt dl evil [deeds] constantly devotcd to thc life of
piety so that she will have wisdom iu all good thingsn and nay be givea to prayer
and vigilance every night. Sleep comes oatunlly to &e body, but to slccp cxcessivt-
ly is unnatural for the body. A man shall not dress his daughtcr ia monastic
dress while she is a virgin, but she nray derrotc hcrsclf of bcr owa will, so
that, if she sins, thc sin uray be imputable ooly to hcr. DESQ. l{. Nor shall
widonrs be easy to an8cr, talkatirc. or slianderrts; tbey shall sot listen to cvil talk.
U. A virgin mun be prne of soul and body, becausc she is tbc Lord's sanctuary,
Christ's dwelling aad the resting-place of the Holy Ghost.

Anbic tcrt: "lf slre promiscs Dot to takc anothcr btsbeod hn dc rbscqucnt to trcr
Drqnirc, drc cornnris a sin" f2il29).
Gloes:'tnortificadoa-r
&,'lEloni6catido is thc oost approgrirarc mczurs to eCeb grrity.-
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CHAPTER XI

ADvlcE AND PnECEPTS FOR rHE LAYUIN rND FOR THE

COMMT'NITY OF THE FAITHFUL

This cbaPer is in thrcc Pars' j

Prrt t dab tith Dtttcts cooccraiag dl pcople

This pan is subdividod into two' r ^-r ^L- E-:,r-
Thc frst deats with ctr;stian tcac-hinFt found in the Gosoel aad the Epistles of

the Aposttes, anO rnis'is 
"fiJ-aean 

*1ft"it ehaot-.Xl-y'.Tf,c sccond dcals with

what 
-is 

found in fr.'- .fr"os at *tli 
"t "! 

tle bcgionigs o[ tn' Ddascalia'

fwhich says]: -Be dfof, O-clrlldreo. of God, that you do wbat leads you to

Lbediencc to God. f;#b.dy-fi* iitttutty. frj ngh$ ieai1st the wilt of God and

sbal bc counrcd Jd-;;;ldly-ninOea tt#tt. Aviid d*{o and tbe arnbition to

.-tc the greatercu"o. 
-po 

not ioa bcaury p q. .bf p*o ro you by God at

vour birth. 9o; aot 
-iof-v"* 

n it .o- iaOer it loog ioO- ao aot kcep it without

#1;gi'il'f,o=Li-'r.iJo ii An ia o-rdcr to at$act so6€'!' wbce 13aP is a6avs

at band. Do aot *ii'-n". rrJrr.., for-they causc deccptioa. Do not *.gar oulti'

colored sbocs sor ;,1d.;-6;; ;igt Cnce att tbcsc are sicss of fornication' Do

oor have frcely flowing disherdcd or ;ffttd ft"i" Oo aoi spoil your bcard by

shaving part of it, nii shatl 
"ny 

-"f 
"h3og.' 

his cxterual ippcarauce from its

i.toti 
"pp""t"no; 

the law forbids all this'"

2. If you are rich aad do not oced to bave a craft for y.our liviug still you

rnust aot be withoui""bitigy:- WUeo y* tg 99t -to. yo.r homg sta' with tbe

faithful and alk *itt-t[.-ilout tle t^#;tuatt lifc' You Erust avoid eanity ba*Pco

;;'il.;"r.iry i-ii;;-.r*. ,r"t gi-v, "* 
br-o6s, wg..do not s8y tbis to the

judges.t wc advisc yiu to do good-d'*yt, by i"tq 6f you will receivc from

God great 
"no 

rno[J|i"i[ n"n6t. If it ]iappcis' by tbe devil's will that vou 'et

angry witi on. 
"noit;Jo. "r. lct thg. sun sct on yolf ang3r. Solomon hai said:

..The soul of thosc il; bd;afice will find death.'i Our Lord also has comman'

ded us to love oot *I-i*; ;tren h9w-- can we hatc out onemies? 11' tf you wish

to be a [good] ctrriiii"vJ"T;* ]"gow the. law of God and cast ofr thc hold

of cvit from yoursctL--iO.' irrose who- qua-rrel oPposc -otrc anotber, or sue one

another 
"r. 

,tong"tt to God, bccausc He is thc God of mercy'

Ever sioce the bcginniag' Hc has called PciPle J!.l1naoce throleh -the just'

the prophes anO 15e ii-nts. 
-ilc 

raught throulh 4*L- Scth, Enos, and Enoch - who

*lenr away-thosc 
-who 

livcd bcfire the Fiood- T6rough Noah, -He pacached to

thosc who lived at tfr" ti*.-of the Flood' and through-Lot' -who use-d to givc

hospitality ,o oong.il.- Coj-nt1.n.a to thosc who lived in Sodom' He taught

rhosc who liveO X[i'16.- nir.a through Melcbiscdech, Abratrasr' and Job, the

friend of God. ft r""gt Uot t H. pre.ihed to thc Egyptians and through Moscs

t. Glors: '1dlc Cbristhol las"'

2. Gloes: "to thY latural bcaurY'-

3. Glc: "vitbout I tndc."
4. Thc ju$cs brsl Dot feil ro pudsh rhoec eho are jrdlty'

t
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and He taught tbe cbildren of Israel.
Aftcr the said men, Hc also taught the childrcn of lsracl through the Angelsi and
ttrc prophets. God preachcd to thosc who livcd bcfore His coming through Joho,
His Herald. ADd He Himself preached to thosc who livcd aftcr His coming by
saying: "Repen! for thc Kingdom of Heavm is at hand."6 Jlrrough uc the twdw
Apostles and Paul who was a chosen rcssel, He preached to those who livcd afar
the bodily Passion He suffered for us. 8ut wbca a nran worls nig[t aad day in
this transitory timc' oeglcctiug what eoacerns acraitn and when hc troublcs him-
sclf about food that pcrishcs and gocs to ruin, despising what is infinia - how
can hc avoid bcing told: "The hcathcns at! mot? just than you," just as the Lord
bittcrly reproached Jcrusalem. saying: -Sodotn is mort just than thee"? What will
you, who kcep yoursclf far from His Holy Church, ttply to the Lord? The skill of
thc faithful consists in lspiritud] wisdonr, and thcir [mainl occupation is worshiping
God. Carry on, thcn, with your tspiritttal skill ia ordcr to bc sise, -as is yeur
custon, and carry oa with it as you wort for your fbod. Ec devotcd ia working
ia God's scwicc, as Our Lord has corrnanded by saying: 'Iabor aot for tbe food
which pcrishes, but for the food which is for the life arcrlasting;q He also said:
"Tbis is tbe work of God, tbat you bclicrc in Him nftom He has scatq

14. Wc. the faithful must not be idlc nor nusil *t rtrrcal tbc nystcries
[of our faith to infidels]: rather et must be cosaant [aot to rtv€sl thc nystcrics]
when asked for t'hern, as Our Lrtd hds comrnaaded us by saying: 'Do aot cast
your pcarls before swine.q A.nd whcn thc irfdcls hcar us talking about Chtist,
bccausc thcy lack knowledge of faith they scofr at us aad it sccos to thcm e lie;
and it is wriltdtr: "Wos to him bccause of whom My aame is blaspM emong
the Geatiles."p 17. Whosoevrr curses u$ustly, cunas hinsdf, and st Esch
widows and orphans to take what God has scnt theo, with gratitude aad fear.

tl. Kep away from those who do eviL just as onc kccps away frorr nurdcrers
and fornicators, so thet it will not be said tbat Christians 1ate pleasrc in unlaw-
ful dccds. Christ bas no nced of our hclp, but *c have nced of His ncrcy. What
He wants from us is that we pcneeveG in our faith and do accordiag to His will.
219. Wc advise you our brethrea and compaaions in woship, to avoid idle r-lk,
cvil talk, shameful talk. indccent talk, drunkenacss and greed. You nust not speak
usclcssly or do what is not good - epcciatly oa Sundan the day on whiclt you
must rejoice with spiritual joy.

- RSTA {. Peter has said: *Do not spcak ill against aoy man, nor plot to do
evil to hirn. Do not be double-heartcd or double-toagued or grecdy, wanting the
greater sharc: and do Dot give bad advice." Andrcw said: "Do not bc envious,
do not scof at others" and do not be given ro killing nor easy to anger, for anger
lcads to killing." 6. Philip said: "Do oot bc lustful, for lust lcads to fornication:
and whcn the devil of anger unitcs with the devil of lustfulness they ruin whosoever
receivrs them. Thc dwelling of an erril spirit is thc wound of sin ia the soul-
When the devit finds a little cntraace. he widens the entrance and brings all the
evil spirits and introduces them into this soul. A maD so wounded canDot in any
way arise and scc the truth-" 60. James said: 'O my son, do oot act by consulting

5. Accfiding ro the jlos. "Aqels" dcrtotcs thc Judges of the Jesish pcople. sr-tr es GidG@-
Mr- a, l7-
Jo- 5, n.
Jn- 6, 29.
ML 7, 6.
Rqo- 2, 24.
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lsstrologi.sq signs, do not be an entrcstcf fof dcvilsl, nor be onc of thosc who
watch_the hours and choosc thc dayq nor i *atchei of stars. Dor onc of tbosc
who forctcll with drst, fruis of trecs or ehells; do not dcsire to Lnow any of
lhcse. things becausc $ey alt lcad to idolatry." 9. Nathaniet said: .o my son, do
not bc a liar' nor a lover of go,!q. or of vain praiscr for all thcsc lead t6 stcaling.
po 1ot @pPle' -bccause srymutrlg leads to bhsphemy. Do not bccome haught|,
but love and be the. 9oqpanlgn of iust and humbli persons, and whatever natpcns
to you, scccpt 'it with thankfulness..'

35. 'The ruembcrs of the faithful shatl rcceivc from the hands of thc bishop
snall pieccs fron the whole brcad thcy brought, because this bread is benedicioi
and aot Eucharisic sacrifce. n. lf tlcre is oo bishop, they shalt reccivc the culogr
from thc haads of a pries! and if tberc is uo pricst, thcy shall receiw it from the
hands--of a dcacoa; but a laynan Bust Dot do or gira euloxy. 3it Eat and drial
according_to_yoru ranl,tt bu do aot drial uato 0nrutcnoess,--test ru peoph dcridc
you.- DAQ 51 A cbristian Eusr Dot go to a au6hl baaqrrt to clip i,is taoos
rhythmically -or to daqcc with his li*t; rather, be-sbdl cat in a quiei way as is
ProPer to saiots. 55. A mcmbcr of the faithful lrust Dot driDt iD i fousc' wbcre
slanderouc and dishonSt -peoptc, aod pcople who buy drinks with money .oo in
wagers, bold their gathcriags.-

- IYIQ!'A- O dcar-oncs,-do roa bc carcless, foolish, or impudcol Do aot desire
to acqutrc 8oF'l1io-ld or eil161' rhrn suffccs for your ltfq fd your sgstcoaocc and
ror youf cto:rlht- tD 8- propcr neasule. It is good fos a layoan to be gvto to
eomnenec' if be livcs ia a place whcrc tbcEc ii Dcitbcr farroiag aor lo,thcri tr.dcs.
Respect othrs morc rhaa yoursclf, aad be tbe brothcr of atl. 

-oo 
ndt * ho* t"quarrel or to. strite- aDyoDe, ualcss it bc boys you rstl to cducatc aad di,sciptne,

"g lhat *.y- -ry be careful in the future; birt oo ev:o ttris with prudeoo, tgst
the boy die by your hand, for many things causc deatb.

BADAS 3& We nlyst always bc nratehful aad aot graat steep to our el,es or
Icst, to our er9!id1 gntil rc harrc fouad the ptacc or 6"a. x; il- rn"ti rl1= -r
h_av,e receivcd Christiaa bap-tisn aad have taklo Cbrists fiesh god an quieti'nor
shall- a mau colsider himsck a Christian Dor say tj is a Ct tisti"o" u,tile ie rri.ser
i-t gr.n to guarrcls and docs uot obcy tlrc- preeprts of chrisi $e ; .- itlike one who takcs 1 bath in a placc firtt of iirt; whco bc gets out or oc tattrwhile he is stitl 'unclcao 

"nO 
to- n"t ya remorrcd the dirt he adds dirt to his

fin- sggtt people ar9 th-c_-obj,cct of thc dcvit's mockery, since arstr oey saia bhim with tbeir mouth:'lVe denythec, O devit!" while'now rhev lasco-to-irit"t"
his evil deeds- And anyone whb sayi of himsctf: -I; a ciristian"; 

"no-6o.,not perforur christian duties, shall * cailed a devil by God and by men. b.o,r*
he docs not hate the deeds of the dwil; rathcr, hc-imitates Ocm. ttrerefore, tre
:l"Jl T. ko.o*t.br.oe aames of thc devidia this- world aud ia the one'to-"o111..
rr oe ores lD rirs lmpurc state, he shdl bc a spoil of the devils.

DAQ 3. A Christiaa q,ust bchave in conforrrity to tbc prccepts of Christ aodmust iaitare Him in evcry deed. He musr nor uc oeicitful or'co"cious of periilabte
things, Dor must he rvase-his property on causes which do not briog about 

-Jr"tio".
He must not do what is abt proicr Dor Eusr he bc of little-urcrcy. H. ,rrrtnot be a lover of womeu; ratbir irc shall take only ooc wife-anit Uii"i-"p U,children in the fcar of God. He musr nor ffec, [abardoning us familyl, in-tide ofdisrrcss; he musr be devo66 to reading and 

-must 
unoeritand ;h"r-ft 

-[orl-frt

tl. Arabic rcxr: ..iD a.o orderly E|anncr- (l/l]4).
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oms. not bc stothfut. aor shall he
despisc his scrnnts: tathcr, he sball consider them as his cfiitdrea. Hc shall takc

Pr 3a, 23.
Pr,or,. 29. l?.
F!ov. B, te.
n Cor. XL t4.
Eph. 6, 14.
Glocs: '{or tb sele of God.-
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or tlve with plcasure, and he shall not ne8lcct to girc ofrerings for thc Eucharistic
sacrificc, as *Ell ss incense.

lf a Chdstian is persevering in all tbis, hc is an imitator of Christ and shalt
sit on His right and sing laudes togcthcr wi& thc Aagels; he sball receirc
the crown of lifc that Chria has promiscd to His belovcd. o lortr of God, do
not lovc silvcr, for the lovr of moncy is the root of all cvit It is coough for us
to find food and thc [nccessaryJ clothing aod ia rcfcrene to us it is writtca: -C-ast
tby carc upon tte Lorr{ and He shall sustain thca-lt DESQ n- k rcady to
bastcn to churc,b in all diligencc, without lazinesg and do not fail to work with
your hands so that in dl your days you lnay cam somabing ro fecd yoursctves
aod the poor.

Frst IL Tl& Frt b h erG! srbrtivtdoos.
Thc first deals with wbat parcnts Eust do for thcir children aad what

childrca lrust do for thcir blood pareat*
DESQ zL Tcach your childrco, o patents, the word of God aad nise thcrn

wcll disciplined ard kaowing God. Teach tbe trad6 which arc uscful to thco.lcst
rhcy,b occupied with idlc things aad,contcmplrts lcavilg tbcif.parcots and cduca,
tors [without -aoy hclpl. If paren8 lei'lect thco and disciplinc tbcol not, asd the
childrca tbercforc renaia idlc, thc lattcr will be hardbcartcd rad unwiliag to do
good. You mq!t- DoE thctefore, fcar to scold or to disciptine thcn, prldnt fcar iD
ttreq -becau5b-if r9u dinipline $co- y-ou rryrill aot utt tiico; ntb;,- you 

-will 
givr

thcn lifg as the followiog words of Solonon uttercd i! his Widoar shos: *l,e-
proaeh thy soo so that be may rcfsEsh tbce aod tnay h of, usc to tbcc, for bc
is thy hopCr and if thou beatcst him with a rod, 

- 
tbou wil dclircr his soul

from dcath."ra Tcach your childrea tbc words of God aod pemt tbco $ron doing
cvilJ witli strokcg to make thea obey yo,r, st rtiag fr;f; tbeir dildhood. Tcactr
them dl tbe Diviae Books aad do not harr theu ia idleocss, hst thy prcvail
over you and disobey your comuaads. Do not allow tbcm to Ariaf piiej wittr
their compaaioos, bccausc thcy will tutr to cflil dcrds" If tb€y sio becausc bf the
regligence of their pefotq-.aot gnly thcy but also thdr earcog sbelt bs puaisbcd.
Tbercfore, you nust discipliae thern, and whea'they arc-ready formarriaje, narry
them t9 Put! womea- Aad Paul said: "The chitdreo ought uot to anass trc$ures
for their parcatS but thc par€ats for thcir childtra."ts

EF'ESON 5. ebildrt4 obey your parcsts as you obcy tbc Lord, for this is just.
The first commaodmeot has said: "HoDor thy father and thy mottcr, oat it 

-nay

be well with tbee aod thou malcst bc toog-lirred upoa cartb-" ADd yort" parcnts,
provoke not your childreo to aDgcr blt bring tben up to be well disciplined and
to know tbc tcaching of Our Lord.r6

Gloss tL It is laid down iu the canons of the Kinp: the first bora is
obliged before the Lordr? to takc care of his fathcr, and biJbrothen aftcr tbeir
father dies: aad [the brothersJ rpho waat to kaow the justicc of God and to be
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sivcn to His obedience ar! obligpd bcfore God [to obey thcir clder brotherJ:rr
;;J 

"*ty 
chief who is appoinled ncrt to his companion nust do the same.re

QUALOSEYS 5. Obcy your Patenq O children" in all thinglr fo1 thil is vcry
pleasiig to thc lord. ParcnG, provoke not your child-rcn to indigration lest they

[ison-owfut.t BAS 2& Teach your children-to ptay the prayet of the. [canonical]
f,ou6 in purity. DESQ 9. Honoi your blood fath* and ,mother, for they arc the

cause of 'your birth

The second subdivision dcals sith the lorc of husbaads for their wives and

the obcdiencc vivts owc to theirhusbaads.

paul said in his lettcr to thc Ephcsians, 15: "l:t womcD be subjcct to- their

husband as to thc Lord, bccausc tle t-usUaoa is thc had of tbc wifc and hlsbaads

must love thcir wivcs 
-as 

ttrey lorc tbcir own bodies. Irt evcry-ong o{.Vo1 lop his

*if; ; himsclf, and la the wifc lorc and fcar hcr husband-ar ln his fitst lettsr,

Petcr said: ..a1rd s 
"tso 

you rr,oDGD bc subjccf b your husbaadf so that thosc

who do not obey the word Day h woa without thc word by -thc good manner

oi yoo, O siws"'when they considcr-thc Purlty of your hcart and- your turaisg to

;il;; aad juiticc. Aod- you sbatt 'adbra 
-yoursclrts 

-tbrs: not with ephcmeral
L-"rn.ot or 

'*ith 
plaiting 6f Oe hair or wiiU.ring of g-old or witb. tbe _puttiog

on,,of fine dresscs,'but idth the oruanents of nan whic.h arc hiddco' thc true
ornatneBt whieh" is fouad in a hunble hcart, aa otnancDt tbat bccooes oot old,
the ornarnent dhat is found in a pcaceful EiDd, aD otlssent that is.iD God forevlr-
The ancieat holy womea who trtrstcd iD God sct! so, aad tbcir otmtDent sas to
bc in subjccrion to their oum husbands. As Sara otrcycd Abrabarn, calliag him -:ny
lord,' so'you, hcr daughters in doiug good dccds'- bc- aot frigbtcncd by- an4hlng
wtriih carrics,ifear. And you mea, likewisc dwell witb thcm according to. knowledge
aod purity; keep them is weak vesscls aod respca then, for tbey iahcrit witb you

the tife errerlasting."z

At the begioning of rhe Di&scalira Pctcr said: '€ mca, scrvanls of God, evcry
-"n-i-ong y-ou ttiti t 

"t 
thc weigfit of his woman. He must uo! be haugbty,

i"r'ai*ifif,'but sha[ be merciful arid uprigtrt, one vbo hastcns to do that w-hich
pleases his wifc. He shall not adora himsclf to make aDolher wornan desfue hin,
iest she sin by looking at hitn-" 3. Fear. O woman. your husban4 and be respect-
ful rcwards him: do.-next to the Lord. only his pleisure: bc vigilant to givc him
rest and to serve him. A wisc woman does every good thing for her husband;
she supervises the work of her sernants and uses,her hands for uscful thin8s. Hcr
fingers:arc $rong enough to weave clothing for $e poo-r and to make two dresses,
oni for hcrsclf ind thJ other for her husband. Whcn she walks through the street.
she veils her head with her cope: she vcils hersclf with purity to defend hcrsclf
from the looks of wickcd men. She adorns neither her head nor her face. for thett
is nothing which renders her ugly and makes adornment necessary. Let hcr d_roop
her head and look ar the ground. and let her always remain veiled. BADAS 16.
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A6bic rexr: .{hc first born havc a dury before God to tate care of rheir mothcrs and bro.
rhcrs afier thc d.arh of their farhes, and tbosc who arc ruled by rhe first born harc a simihr
dulv to rccogtdze his euthority and obey him- (2i137).

Thar is, he must gira assistancc to the chief who rras prior.

Col. 1 2C:1.
Eph. 5, 3?-23.
I Pct. 3, I fr.
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shall aot Fvc bcs drildrro to wet-Burscs, aor sball sbe bc slot[ful in adniaistcring
her housc-aor disobcdicnt to her husband.

Third [subdivisioo], that setunts nrst obey their masters ald that tnastcls m||st
lovp their scraanB.

Paul has said.in his Epistlc to-th Colossians: i "Scnraats' obcy-yo$- wotldy
nras&rs io rtl things, Dot with feigpcd 0attcry tosards thcrn to tr ryt"{ by goo
but sith peacefut 

-hea4 
in thc fcar of God. WhatsocYq you do for then' do it

*troteU.attiOy as if you *tre doing it fot tbc lrrd and not fot nco- And know
that the I.ort sbatl 

-rcsatd 
you ia thc day of His judSpcot bccausc y-ou scrvt

Christ the lard. Thc mc who docs srong sbett pay for th *Toag be hrs donc'
aod thett is bcre ao partiality or rcspcct for aoyone.4 Jr{astcrs, dcal justly with
your tcrvants, observiui equatiiy bctw€ro thcq E$ESON a_'You must bc ttrsstlts
i'bo forgivt itcir fauni in'tbc knowledgp thet y_ou bare e Msslct b heavea' Who
is rot FrtiA aor Onc Wbo aas in l€seact of e pcrrou's fre.€ BAIIAS 3& A

tgoodl Ctrisdao despiscs aot his scrwats but cmddcrs tbcrn ls hir childreo. I8 tbe
A"pt r of Sundays'aad feasts, it is said thst thcy rhrll tavs tlst oa tbocc days.

Prrt In lt[r6.r3 ort cltdl pukhncc:

ISTA 29. A soromcr qlbo rcads oEcos witb fruitl of trcGs, witb thclb, 6 o!
dns! onc cfio cvoles thc"dc84 orc *bo iotcrect d3psol q' ctphht,nrgic riF+
ooe sho fqctclts the futute by watching thc fiStt of birdf oc @ b supcrst
tiously carcful lot to tncct r Lrnc or e- blild pcrroo, op rfto fosdctb fu fusc
oo tie bsddl bf pcopb's tdh 2q so dso c rto folblr thc e*re of tbc
hcatbeas eod thc 

-vnii 
r-lk of thc Jcmr oac rfro docs foolirh thiESF, oc vbo

wetcbes spcctaclcs-all thcse peopte nuC absteia froo tbcra thin8q Othcrsie, ttcy
Eust bc ttrased out of the 

-chrirch. 
ENQOBA B. So rbo, to r diviu, to ooe

wbo gines.shcttcr to sorccrrrs or tte priests aod rniaistca of tbc dcvil ISTAA'
to onc wbo hypaotizcs others, to oDe *bo ties ud uotics thldcl tsotsl q inrctcc
the devils, BAS 35, to o8c who listens to rnagicirnc, to oB rfio mtc.bcs turicc
aad mooarisa attcotivdy and acts lon bs obecnnfions[ to oc rfto serrs uulas
engraved sitb the Oerat Eancq to ooc rfio holds e pi'ce of ito! to &irt off
devils, to ooc who uscs e co{urefs tricLs !d to c vb dls rith bis ftd.

GLOSS XI: llc fottowing is l8id do*a in thc caloas of tb Apocllec rld rrs
iacludod ia thc caaoas by cxtractior, Qfros tlc prccens of Prul: t EGScD:
gcr or oae who ststds iD tbc sacct hotdiog r rod b his h.tdq ooc rfio tdls
felse Eirachs, ooe who *Titcs conjrrations, ooc rvto frowas dubg nidortuocs
ud grurobles agaiost tbe judgpcEts of d' rnd ooc who tattoc his blnds
sith a Dccdle lsbell bc chescd out of tbe chtrchl

23.
21.
25.

Gls:'l iooro rto ir Ft ranllrrld by 6c &nL-
cd. t, 22-2s.
EDL a, 9.
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CHAPTER XII

oN lrlAss

DESQ 12; NIQYA 61. In church, people must attead mass quielly, with purity,
with grear atrcndon to hear the sord of Qo4 with grcat carc, cach one in his
propci plae, according to the positions of ,thc ttg3vgnly spiris: the bishops, in
itreir capacity as rulers, in front of the altar; behiod thenr the priesS as teachets,
and on tnc iide of the bishop, rhc arcbdcaconl aDd thc deacons [shall stayl bchind
the priests as miaistcrs. And bchind thean, dl the pcoph: young in one place sepa-
ratci from thc othcrs" and if thcrc is room eaough to scqommodatc thcm, thc biiys
shall [be grouped scparatcly, otherwisc thcy shal! stay with their fathers.r Similarly
wosrcn shall stay scparacly in onc plaog thosc Darried to one sidc and girls to
another. If tberc is no sepafate place for the grls, tbey shdl Say bchind the
women. The virgins and widows, bow€wr, shnll [36 priority ovcr all the women
in [occupying] places as wcll as in [intoningJ the pray-crs.2 GENER ?7. The kinp
shatl sray in the sanctuary with the chiefs and nrlet:.!

DESQ ta The deacons shdl assure tbat evrryone stays ia bis appropriate
placc, and shpll' watch thc pcople lest some slumbcc, sleep, laugb, or deridc tbeir
iompanioas. BAS 7L Whoerrs laughs diriag mass sball bc awardcd one week of
fasting as bis punishment, if hc is a pricst; aod if bc is a lialrman, hc shdl bc
sent our iurmediarcly and shall not receive the Eucharist..g5. No onc shall talk at
the sanctuary or around the s:rnctuary unless it is nccessary, ald no one shall
spit whilc he is at the sanctuary unless he is ill. BADAS 17. No ooc sball uttcr
[vain] talk iu the church. becausc the house of God is not a placc of conversation
bur a place of prayer with fear of God. Ooe who talks in church shall go out
and for that onc time he shall not reccive the [Holy] Mysteries. BAS qL Unlcss it
is necessary, no one shall go out of thc church aftcr the rcadiog of thc Gospcl
and before the end of mass, the benediction of thc priest and the di$$ssal of the
pcople.. RSTB 7. Whocver enters thc chutch and hears the [HolyJ Books and docs
not stay in thc church unril the end of tbe Pra,'er, srust bc scgregatd.

BADAS 3?; BAS 95. Thc vctments with which mass is cslebrated shatl be
white. as is becoming to priests. and not of varicd colors. Moreover, Our Lord's
clothing became as white as light when be was transfigured; also. the appcarance of
angels who announce good DewE to men is of this color. God commanded the
childrcn of Israel to come to Him in this fashion on thc day He spoke to them.
BAS. This vestment tnust reach to the fect of tbe priesl" and ,a wide piccc of cloth
shall bc placed oa his shoulders. The mass yestmenr shdl be kept io the housc of
the servant of the churchs or in the place where the church books are kcpt; thc

FOEFNM l9tl b followcd hcrc.
@O*At\ | .lb ptaycr" is alrc inrerprcred to mcao O&t r .g+nft r '.dEV sb.ll bc 6m ia
reivi4 lttre Brcharistf' POEFNM lgtl.
.{hiefs" dcootcs hcrc thc spirirual drids $cb as pariarcbs; 'tulers" dcoorcs bi*rops, cf.
FOEFNM I9'Z
The dis-tissal is p6foEDGd by rhe dcacon trlro sa]6 hiFe r Onnt r '!o F in pcace."
itrh r G* r hClrtfl t "the sertalr of the church- is ratcn to rnarD ?Olt r "thc adminisutuor
of rhe cbusdr,- FOEFNM t9e3.
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sanctuary, sincc tlrc Highest God said to Moscs: 'Take off the shocs from thy feet,
for the place whercon thou standest is holy.{ He said tbe same thing to Joshuq
thc son of Nun, disciple of Moscs.?

BAS 97. The mass shall not be bcgun until all thc pcople are gathercd.
RSTB 52. The dcacon shatl carry the Eueharislt to the sanctuaty, and if the ccle-
brant is a bishop, the priests shall stand at his right and left, lilie his disciplcs.
MQYA. lt is not propcr that the pricst celebrate nass without a dcacon to an-
nounae the prayer io thc peoptc and prcactr to them with fear and honor.e He
must be capable of making himsclf hcard by thc peoplc. DESQ 38' 2$ 11 The
cclebrant shall begin the mass with thc prayer of thanksgiving.T Ncxt hc - shall
exptain the word Jf 15e Holy Books Thcn, the pricst sbdl bdng rhe loaf of bread
and the Eucharistic chalice, aad &c bishop shdl akc tbe thuriblc and shall- go
around the attar thrice in bonor of thc Holi Tdnity. He shall grc tbe thuri-bld of
incc.nsc to the priesq so that the lattcr nrey go wrlh it arourd dl thc peoplc. At
the end of the iinEng the deacons shatl rcid-somc vtrses from the leccrs of the
Apostlcs. and laudes irom the psalmc and eftcr tbis thcy shatl rcad the Holy Gospcl
while thc pcople stand up in silenca Tbc readcr shsll be s pttcst or I dcacon.

BAS 9. When thc reading of thc GocPel is ovcr, if a -bishop is prtscot hc
shall take thc Gospel ia his basds aud shdl cxplain thc rrrscs--whicb'*tre readto
the people. If the bishop is not presert, thc pricsts rAo can cxplaia it shall do rc.
QORONTOS f7. lf you spcak ia a dificccot laaguaSc and do aot crplail what
you say, horq shall it bc possiblc for others to uadcrstand rfrat you say? Bccause
then you stratl bc tike the one who spcaks ioto the wind.rr l& Thcy shsll sPcak
one by oae aad another shdt iutcrprct to hin But if thcr€ is no oDc to do the
intcrprctatioq the pcnson who spcaks a difrereot laaguage sbalt kccp silqrt in the
church.l2

DESq 11 Aftcr thc explaoation of tbe Gospc! tbc cclebrant sball pray for tbc
siclq the pilgrims, aod tbe atiistc4 thc windr the fnris of the }rad, thc kings
tbc dead. thosc who bring oficrings for tbe Eucharist to the cburch" thosc who built
that church, the catcchumeos, the pcacc of the uliwrs8l Chuscb, tbc bishops, tbe
clergr, and the commrmity of the people. Tbc bishop sba[ cclebrare thc Dass
staoding ncar thc dtar, witb the eurtaias drawa The priests shall stay behind the
curtains. aad the dcacoos sbdl stand around tbe altar faaniag the air with iabclla
ia.the likcness of tbe wings of the Chenrbs" RSTA 5a Two deaoos shall stand
at the side of the altar and shatl take fiabc[a nade of soft matcrid asd drivc
away the little flief lest any of them drop into the chalicc. DESQ f2. A deacoo
shall stay si& the archpriest to serve him aad sball say to the pcople that anyooe
who does not givs up fraud or falsc prstensc bstnreeo himself and his courpaaion
must not receirrc the Eucharisr- Aftcr this hc shall bid eacb oae of tbe ruco [to give
each othcrJ the chaste kiss of pcace: thcn all mca sball salste each othcr with a
boly salutatioa. RSTA t03, 34 53. Women shdl salute womcg and men shdl aot

vcstments one shall put on shocs at the

Er. 3, 5.
Jog. 5, t6.
Thet is, thc ucoosccrarcd bnad.
Alabic ttlt: "*wbo will edmouistr the pcoph to st y with rptre rnd pofitc" (4/143).
This prayca is tbe "preycr of tbaaksgivin3 of St. B.Gil" stbb bcains:

r r{Vc aivr rhrnks unro drc Docr of 1ood,- FOEFNM t97-Z
Cf. I Cc. !L 9.
I Cor. l{, 27. tD FCTEFNM l9&l: .€Dc ddl sDG.f rod rnorbcr drJl ioccrgret-
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salutc a'oErs!. T[c dcacon shall bring water; thcn thc pricsts shall wash their hands
;;d the dcacon shall say: 'You, -wbo 

do not rccciw thc Eucharist' tst -oul"
pgsq 12. Aftcr this, the-archpriest shdl pray f9r thc-pod9 and shall.inish thc
-"*; the peoplc shall pray in a low voicc. BAS 99. Thoec who sing at thc
sanctuary shall 

-sing 
not with abandon but sith intelligencc.

g. Thc pricst shall dividc' the Eucharist sfowly, piece bJ P1ece, a19 shall bc
careful that nbnc of it falls on lhe ground. And he shatl divide it cqually. !o that
tfc piecc Eay Dor be ltool small -or :ltooJ big but. shall bc such as to fill thc
;;"th of thc'pcrson whb riceivcs it, and suc.b that ths recciv:r can roll it insidc
fris raouO. ffri siffr of. rhe holy cross slatl bc cograrcd into eacb loaf aud on all
oara of it" !fl. 

-Aflct 
alt tbc Pr8)€rs havc bcca sei4 thc pri6t shall make the-ptoforioo 

[of faithl in rhe oaralof thc Tdnity'ssd all ttrc- pe]oPl9 sball cry- toscther
ind,rey: -1Amea, *c beliew." Tbc priest- s-hdll say, lhrough thc dcacoa, "He vho-is
;* lla hin rai:iw tbe Eucharisil, but hg rfro ir aot puc' tct hi! not rcceiv: it'
5o ;Ui ti *il| not bura in thc- fire of tbc Divinity. Tbosc who hart coraity to-
r*rd" their companion, tboec who -hary tbought of foraicafion .and drunkenncss, and
.tbosc sbo w!re- not pr€seot at the ucginurng of tbc D:s$ n?y -aot rcccitl the
Eixrbarisr.- fnESfA. it. ptror who sas Dot_Pl_cselt * +^ !$rytng- of_thc "rass
mgst aot. treivt tbe Egchirist so tale tbe Holy Eody with his haads. Tbcrc arc
tb*r -a**l! ia thc Coptic Cborch: thoee of Besil, .Cregnry and Cyti[ and they
are tbe D.sses that are oelebratcd.
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l l 13. Mcr pr:cirty: "TbsG sc 6re Aupbcrr b-.- Tbc A11rDhorr b lbc vrrbbk prtof
llr Err.
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CHAPTEN XII!
EUC1IARIST

. .R:T8.2' No priqr shdt bring boncy, rnitk, birdq or mcat of any animat tothe holy altar as an ofrcring lf any priest bringsr for an offcdng sornethiag othcr
than that commanded by tbc lrr4 he shall be deposcd, ualess-it is puri oii to
5 ** jor ligrying or incensc to bc 'sed during tic pure rnass. pETi isrc r.
No ole^nBg shall bc brought to the altar except thc host of purc whcat and tbejuicc of pyT gapgs. Tbs- wiae shatl not h-rcplaccd by -y intoxicating drinf
Pr€parca wttb tbc belp of fita The fruit of thc car [of wbeatJ sbstl bc offered in
is scason and the grape duriag its feast, ryb ir b.b* to rip,ale feS-99.-fne
:I:dg :h.ll .t. prefarea froir wbat the clurcb ["q u"r 

'if 
it tas noir,iog,

tle 9tr9nng shall !c_ ryt_ "f9 
gcpare0 fron thc oficringp brougbt to tbc

".hutt.lP 
thc fairhfu!1. DEse 3& EucLarisr shalt bc orerca ;.ty *fi oo- s--day,^wcdncsday-, Ffrd.y and Saturday,-aad- oa fcast days_if thcy rin on-wroays.

Zl Ftv -tbc obtatiol of the- gpod Cl'is"a! sbrll bc becrea durin: tto ."o; 
-tt

gF"tine of rbe following peoflJslatl doi beaoccptcd, nanet: bbsph;crs, [ffi"1
idol worship-perq thieves, ilolmaters, druatardi tio.e *fro ojprcss *do*s andorPhllrs: Pgbliens and robbcrs, wiclced soldicrs rfto vtx the p,oor, tnosc rto putpeo?l!. in feqtbfr unjustty, thosc who nrle witb ryra,aay o"cr ttir ioul*, -o rutrcat them, those who act uojustly [aadJ with opiressi6ql metcbaats iUo sctt 

-winc

-,reg with watcr, and att tr- trinsgresbn of i& hw, ior-{be Lord abhcs tbe
f":lq^ of the impious"r as the wise solomon has saia- meye 3o Do o"t ,cu
9_.p3Tq_-your fi-rst- birtnrig6: by rcceiving somcthing from" ooe who tivrs iD dn_
:l!l^.3--::-Tl"1y do uot receive thc ofiering of thoce cxpelhd from thc ctrurchl,wnom tnc churcb has exconurunicated.

- DESQ 3t; RSTB {{. Oaly nembets of thc faithful aad tbose who bave not
!A1- gxpelled shall receivr thg Eucharist. Et{eoRr rs. If aoy n.-t , 

-oi 
tLfaithful is excommunicated aad pur with thosc ino are-orri or ir. ch,*t, -ani"

j-ay. of death apprmcheg he shall not bc preveated from receiviag ttrc Eu"n"tis'rlf hc recovers from his sickness, he shatl are part in tn" prar; of the faitUuland shall oot be put back to the status of th6se *tro 
"o-ouride. 

TIMO. Onew-ho t: po:lFsd by ell spirts. provided he does aot blaspheme aod does not slaverafter he falls down, shall be Even the Eucharist on r."si aays. DEse 
-gs.--Th"

dcacons shall nritc dorvo daily the names of those *ho bring offcrin|" u. ,n"vliving. or dead,6 in order to remember them duriag th; pray; ana rl'aing; auithe singers inside the ctrtaias and atl the pcoplc toietucr irt.ir poi f* iffi"'
RSTA 30. The brcad which is ofrered on the altar of sacrifice shall be a ne,c/loaf- It must Dot be saved for tlrc following day, bui -*t Uo distributed on that
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Tbe word |r3cd ;D thc ttst ir OA t O r 'to carcr wirh,- but the POEFNM wrsioa rticlr u:cs
A{ll r "to bil8 b,- brs bcco foltoucd bcr€, PC'EFNM 2lDl.
Arr oc}.tc t!i4Lr{lr,|*r!r?i r@}7rrr..dtriDg its fcast- rld -lvh€n it bcsins todpca' sa rhc gar Obg pOEFNtrf ref.
Arebb rcxt: ..-.thocc slro drcar peoplc by usiag felsc rcelcs- (j/t,f6).
hov. tt, !.
More pccbcty' tiettrttAtat+(S r "do Dot nrale your diF'ty cosrcoputlc,- FoEFNM 2ol-3.Thar i'' &c dad who herc Eft ofrcdars fc rbe ctu,"ch b thcir qdrr (rltcv.
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f : day: nothing shall bc left for another day. BAS 9& Thc brcad must Dot havc
#"ir in it- and must be without any stain. 99. Thc *ine shall bc poured into
the chalice and shatl be observcd carcfully to sce [that il is pureJ. lt shall not be
offercd if it is not limpid and pure. 102, Hc who prcparcs the chalice shall not
pour into it old wine. and shall not add uatcr in erctss of one-third of the wine:
if therc is ample wine. he shall add only watcr egual to one-tenth of it, and shall
not: vary 1[is proporrion. lf he darcs to change [the said proportion] hc shall be
cxpcltcd. RSTA {5. Hc shall not fill thc c}ralice to the brim; in- o(ccss of its
measutE, test thc wine bc spilled on thc ground.

RS1B 46; PET. No one shall receivc thc Eucharist unless he fasts with purity,
and if any faithful, man or woman, has tas&d tfoodl and then darcs rcccive the
Eucharist, 

-hc 
shall bc perpctually. expctled from the church of the Lord. BADfSJt;

1STB 43. Evcry membcr of thc faithful shall provt himself rydy to rcccivc thc [Holy]
Mystcries before-,tasting anyrbing espccidly ia thc days 9f fastias, If be has- faith,
tci trirn rcceive [thc EucharistJ, and eran if oae givcs him deadly poison, it will
Dot ha1111 bim. l{. Every member of the clergr must bc cartful lest anyone receive
the [HolyJ Mystery without bcing a membcr of the faithful. Thc following is laid
down io-one of the canons of the'Kings: tbe faithful, men and womeq shall
atways stand during the prayer of tbe Eucharist, siagng laud_es and besceching God, and
shall- rcstrain themselvcs from speaking in the church. G 7. If someone is about
ro put an oflcriag at tbe altar but rcmembers that his brothcr is aagry with him,
he must teavi triJ ofieriog bcfore the altar aad go irst to rcconcilc hirnsclf with
his brother; tben he may come back and lcarrc bis offeriag.T

QORONTOS l{. The maa who cats of thc body of the Lord aad drinks of
His blood unworthily sins agaisst the body of Our Lord and His veneratcd blood.
Therefore, let a man eramine himsclf frst and make his soul good and saintly;
then let him eat of that brcad and drink from the chalice, for he who cats and
drinks of it unworthily, eats and drinks pcrdition to himself. He docs not kDow
thc body of thc Lord and does not disccrn it frosr other thiDgF. Thereforc thert
arc many infirm and ill among you and many who dic suddenly.r

GLOSS, from thc Pentateuch: "If anyonc cas of tbe sacrifie of the Lord

.whilc 
de6led, his soul shall be cut off frorn his .pcoplc.'t

RSTB 7; RSTG t. If thc bishop or any pricst ofrers the sacrificc and does
not rake from it himself, hc shall give the rcason for his doing so, and when he
gives ir. he shall be forgiven. lf he does not givc his reasoa, he shall be put
apan, because he will have made the pcoplc suspicious that he celcbrarcd the mass
withour purity. RSTA 53; NIQYA 17. The bishop shall rcceivc the Eucharist firsl
then the priests and dcacons. and after all of them, the people. Women shall
receive it afrcr men. All the faithful shall siog during the reccption of the Eucha-
risr. RSTA 53; BAS 99. When the priest gives the body [of ChristJ, he shall
say: "This is the bodt, of Christ. tiat Hc gavc for our sins." and the one who
receives it shall say: "Amen." Similarly. the onc who holds the chalice shall say:
..This is thc blood of Christ" tlrat has bcen shed for us," and hc who recrives it
shall say "Amen," and shall receive it with great fear and purity.

Mr. 5, 2$24.
I Cor. lt, 27 fr.
tEl. 7, D.
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RSTA S[ Thc pricss and deacons shall tate care that nothing of tlre Eucha-
rist rcmains. bccausc a grcat judgnent shdl *righ upon thcm. BAS 99. What rc-
mains in the chalice shall bc uken by all th€ deacons who serte at the altar. 100.
Evryone must be careful not to lcavc remnants, with thc purpose to cat it as
ordioary food, lcst what befcll the rcns of Aaron and Eli whcn they dcfilcd
thc sacrificc of the Lord bcfatl them.

RSTA 53. When tbe singers have finisH singing tbe laudes to the Lord, the
deacon shall say loudly: "Wc haye teoeircd of the wnetatcd body of Christ, let
us thank the Onc Who makcs us eonhy to rcceive iL" Aftcr this, the bishop shall
pran thanking thc Lord for the lloly Mysterics they received. When the priest is
througb with the prayer the dcacon shall say: *Bow your hcads in front of the
Lord that He may bless you," ard tbc bisbop shall recitc the praycr of bencdiction
after whicb tbc dcacon sball say, '€o yt b peace." BAS 97. Aftcr tbc thankr
gvilg is over aothing shall be lcft iD the ctelice prsearcd for the scrvie] to wait
for the one who did not coms to the church during the rnass. KREST/L No one
shall drink watcr lor shall anyone cover &c Eucharist bc reccived *'ith brcad beforc
the dismissal, 3ad frorn the satcr ltalcnl to wasb [tbc mouth afurrardsJ, nothing
sball trickle out of the moutt.
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CHAPTER X'V

PRAYER

Prayer is thc ralking o! mag ro'rry n-rgtq God,whereby hcthanks Him. praiscs
Him, and- rqognizcs His domain, confcssing his sin and siring on his paii the
YY -of P-lcaing Him. And therc are prcccpts conccrning onc iho prays: First of
atl, hc shall sand up, 35 r-o ttq words of ,thc Lord: ..whrn yoo ,i* up forpraye\ you shall stand u,p,"t and also t{rc 'words 

of David, who said: ..in the
morniog- I *ill stand before Thee and will appear bcfore Tbee.-2 ftrc sccood
pIcTtJ is to gird oaeself with a Brgdlc, as thc-l.ord has sai4-;1r,y"*-l"i* t
En-"1 q. third is to turn one's fae toqar-ds thc casg- becaf that- ii rtrc
direction from which chlst - may. He be. pr{s9dt - h8s'saia Hi *ili ;p.",in His sccond coming, and bc'causc rtrc prog\t Dayid has said ia psaln SZr Liing
to God who has riryn -to the,,heavens, and froar hearcn, from the ost iiae Uas
made His voicc heard, the voice of powci.q Tb law provides aod co;m"oo, tt12t
gtc yho -Prays must turn his face in this dirccioa froir which His voice 1135 Uonhcard and from which He will come. Accordingly he nust nor tun his head thisway and that"' ias the Lord said rc the childr6 of Isracl lne Oai H. iprf. to
them-

The fourth is to make !r9 iign of the cross in thc likeoess of the cross, from
tbc forehead downward and frorn' the left it +o.-ct;;;g 

"*iF 
is 

-nlnt 
to

driv-e away thc devils, as our Lord has said: -If-i by rhe nig.i of coa o"t- ootdevils .-.."5 And -also the sign of the cross is mide ftorn-thc forehcad Oo*o-ward and from the lefi-to the right to signify that Our Lord descended fronr- hea-vcn to canh aad transferred us from thc-left sidc to the right.

Moreover oDe c"osses oncsclf becausc God. with his cross, aeomptished the rcdcmp
tion. and also bccausc -in this way se remember the gracs of ibe O*- 

-*rto 
*,

crucified for us. Thc Aposrles" . as wcll, commanded th'e same trring 
--nsii 

{9.
tvery time we cross ourselves in the likeness of tbc cross, c,c do it ii6 

-lcartfen

faith to keep away,thc_ devil. 
J]. ep"{es- put tlris 1Fr'oD us so that. through

i1 wc may be save{-.f-rom perdition, as Aoa put thc siit of ttre pasctrat t-nrU 
"othe house of the children of Israel as a sign that iould pievent a."rf,. 

- 
l"gHe kill thcir first-born as He kitled the firit-born of the Egrpriins.-ii,e-tima

when one must cross onesetf are al the bcginning of poy.t and whenever mention
of thc cross is made.

The fifth condition is to recite the sords of the prayer with fcar and trem-
bling- This must be done in lph.a way that the spirit'-d"o touards the Crcaror,cither jn tholght only' or with the ton-gue which ihierprel thc thoughi. 

-rr,.li*tr,

is to kneel dovn and ptosttiate yoursef] with your fai: on trr" j"ti"o, iino ou,Lord has said: "It is writren: tbc Lord ttry boa shalt 
-thou 

adire and to Him

l. Mk. lt, 25-
2. Ps- S, 5.
3. Lk. 12, 35.
4. Ps. 57, 33.
5. Lt. rr, 20.
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"i
only- shalt thou _Prostrarc tys.lf.'* The Gospcl atso tcstifc thar' Our Lord praytd
in- tbe- night of His passion and postrated Himsctf and rnirt 

-ao*n. 
.Iof iu,adoration must bc in spirit and truttr, as otr Lord - nray He ba er;i;l- _ ussaid. The timcs of adoration and thcir number arc fired in oor cilrrirct.

q
I

. wl"T.tr__ Prays shall prostrate himsclf whea thcre is mcntion of the adora-
tion of. the- Higlrest God at the time of praycr. He shall bcgin the p.v* uvpro_stratiqg himself once or t{rrice,t and io aho at the end 

-or 
tno fi]6, h;

shall recite thc psalms ad thc hyrnns.r Therc are somc who oo oily-trair or
thcsc as prostration and do the othcr as genuiexions; and tberc arc othcrs who
S! .bwond this, according to thcir constitution and strcngth. As for the fixcd times
gurile which the prosrration is subetituted for uy gsnuff-;ions, tbey att: mqva 20,
sundays, the- days of Pcatccost, hlleya 34 the feast days of o-ur Lord ind-oui
ld{' *-4. aho- qfar recciviag the Eue.barisl Duriag prai4r oue nust raise oae's
naads_wlth palms outscerched aad_ opeo" qspecialty at Oe tirne of supptication,
since PauI said to Tinotlry: .3-. 

-I nrish thai rrea- pray in erery place'6i nftiog
uq tbcir hands in purity, witlrgut a^lrger or cootcnit6 As t[e'prophci Davii
said,ia [**rt t33t'tn the nigh!- {n1p your hao& ia thc hoty itai aod btcss
lbe Lor4"ro and as-.-hc also said ,in fitatrrsl 8? 8!d l12z -l tiheit rny basds to
thec-"rr And also lit vog ryes to*zrds hcavcn 

". 
onr toJ-- .li tti *

E?rs€d! - did when He raiscd t:zans aad as the prophct sau ia ffinj- rzt'uato Thcc, o Lord *r liftcd up our e!Es"'u eaa-arso slrike ybgr b'rlasts,
when you ask for forgiveness, and during pen lncc, ia order to frcc yonrseiws fron ein,
to rcpent for,the days spent witbout aoing goo4 as the puuicaa wbo struck his
brcast--rn prayer was .praisc{ [by^ ou1 lordl.n [t is also- commcodabbJ to shcd
rears if onc can do ir as David and thc Sbintli fatbcr Aia

what must be rcciyd-- during thc praycr is wrincn ia the GospcUr and thc
canons.rt'G ?. You shall pray-tbus:-.€ur Fathcr who-crt in hcirto ..." ugdt
rhc_end. M_QYA. And tbe faithful shall say the creed at tbe cDd of cwry prayer.
FSTA zL. The qcacr_ part of the daity p".v."r to bc said, night ana day-, -[au
$ .from the-.psa.lms of David, bccause, in'ttJn thcre 

"*-p*'.* 
or iuaat ii"ing

l1ude1_lgpplications. professions of the uaity of the Creaior, and confessio-os of
sin. DESQ 12. Ia thg qornlng pna]€r, psa|in 62 shall te reatea, 8Dd iD that of
the cvenlng, P_salm t10.- -D-Aa-l9. The priests shal rccia e"ery &y the c-anticle
:f 1!: Tht:r f:uoq Meut6 ana shart ar*ar finistr-ttreii prayer *io tt" poy.,
of .our r ady Mary.r? - on Monday tley shail rccitc the cintiite sung by iuoscs
and his sister when they came oui of itre sea, and when thc Highesi G'od savcd

6 .
7 .

t .
9 .

lo.
i l .
t : .
t 3 .
t4.
15 .
r6 .
1 7 .

Mr. ar 10.

l} !!Ep-{Y 4?l ory !l't'.et+ ' ?h+ | ?rJr+'+ ' ?erur ..sirh onc prorrrerion
drc f,grrilr€s rDc unity of God, and with rhrce proeirerions, rhe Trinity of Fersoos-
Arabic tst: "-lhrlc proeiradoas, end sinilerly ar lbe cnd of evcry pe.lm |tld cantidc- (t/tt).
f Tim- 2, E.
R. r3, 2-
h. t7. 9: l{2, 6.
B. 122. t.
Lk. tt, tll4.
Gloss: "Our Fathcr.'
Gloss: "the Crccd.'
D.n- 3.
L l c .  I , 4 6 .

- t 9 -

-. -.
wrarw,ethi o p i a northo d ox, o rg



1

l
I
I
I
t
l
I

thcm.rt On Tucsday the pricsts shall rccia thc Canticle of Deutconomyire on
Wednesdav. the rrravtr of Ann, the mothcr'of Samucl:! on Thursday, the prayer
of the pr6phct ilabakkuk;2r on Friday the Prayer of the proplra lsaiah;E . on
saturday thc prayer of Jonah:! and on sunday they shall recite all thc. -abovc
prayers. The Fathers have prescribcd other pntycrs in addition to those which musr
bc recited.

DESQ 37; RSTA 40; RSTG 5; BADAS n, E; BAS 2& The faithful must
say thcir 

-prayers 
sewn times a day, first bcfore sunrisc. when- people aw-aken and

rise from 6ea. f,ney musr pray afGr they wash their hands with satcr. Let evcry'
one pray beforc biginning i"oit. ttre second _is the p-rayer of the third hour; the
third.'ttie prayer of tt. ihc sixth hour; thc foutlh, tle -prayet of rhc ninth hour;
thc fifth. tfie ewnins Dra]rcr: thc sixth, thc Ptayer of the sleeping hour; the sev-thc dfth, tle irrning praycr; thc sixth, thc Ptay_er .of S: sleeping-iour; the sev-
enth, the pra!,Er'of-mianighL aftquashing tt: .tTdt .with.warcr. lf warcr is ,1o1
avaitable ai tfie moment, t-hey shall blow on their hands and shall crocs themsclves
with sativa from thcir mouihs. lf one is ia the compiny of his wife, both shall
pray together: but if she is not a Christian, the husbaad shall morrc away from
her and alone. Thosc who are bouad by marriagc shall not skip praycr.her and pfay alone. IhOSC wno are D(rutrs oy ryrnary sr|au lrel Jf,rY P-rdJ
Thcy nccd'nit take a bath bcfore praytng; it is cnough if they rrash thcir hands,

for their marriage is pure.

the rcason why one mu$ Pray sevca timcs A by is tbat David said: "Sevea
dmes a d"y, I girrc-praise to Thcc,'O Lord."a RSTA 6& One prays in- th9 -mor-
ning because $br,lrrd has made the ligft shioe oa us and has made darkncss
disa-ppear; at the third hour, bccausc Pilanrs condconcd Our Lord at tbat hour;
at thc sixth hour, bccause Our lord was crucificd tbco: and at the ainth hour,
because.then He passed away. At night you shdl praise the l-ord bccausc Hc has
given you rest froh tbe toils of the day. You shall praisc thc l-ord at thesc times
fccausi He bcccpted pain. crrrcifixion, bitter gall, dcath, and'the descent iato the
tomb at sunset- Ttrc midnight [prayer is prescribcd bccausc] the bridegroom cotnes
at midnight s and [bccausc] David has said: "I rose at midnight to Prostrate
myself Ueforc Thee."$ 

-At 
mid;ig*tt also, Paul and Silas prayed in priso-n.t and

Our Lord also prayed thrice during the night of His passion aod said: *Wateh ye
and pray thar ye enter not into temptation-"r Hc alrc said: "lVatch ye -.. for
you know not when the Son of Maa comes, if Hc comcs at midnight or at the
cock<row or in the Erorning."2s

RSTA ,1S; DESQ 12. The morning and evening piayers shall be said in the
church. espccially on Sundays and Saturdays. And whosocrrcr skips prayer, unlcss
he is ill. shall be cut of from the congrrcgation of thc faithful. If one who is
sick can come [to churchJ. he must not miss it, for hc may be bealed by the holy

I
l
I
I
I
I

I KF- 2, l.
Hab. 3, 2.

Ex. f5, 2(}11.
Deur SZ. l.

ls. 3t, lO.
Jon. 2, 2.
Ps. ltt, 164.
Mr. 25, 6.
Ps. tlt, 6Z
Acrs 16, 25.
Mr. 25, 41.
Mk. 13. 35.
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visit him every day. RSTB o. Tt'a pray6 of the thid hour ani the rest
musN, be said at homc. And whca any of thcsc tincs of prayet arrives and a
member of thc faithful finds himsclf in a place wherc hc cannot pray, be shatt
pray mentally.

The prayers rescrved to the priests must bc said only in the church. lThcse
praygrs 

"tl 
thg pny-er.of baptisor, the-prayer of the TcrifiF of masq the irayer

for the ordination of prigts, the praycr for thc consccration of the altar, thc b*v""
for the consccration of the church, the nuptial pra'€f,, the praycr of absoluiion,ro
thc prayer to heal the sick, the prayers for the dEad at the monreot of their pas-
sing and thereaftcr,tt BADAS 3, the praycr ovnr thc oil aod the fint-fruis of
auy ediblc thing. and ewry priayer to be said for any acccsity. At tbc cnd of
pmycr, one shall say: "Glory bc to the -Fattcr, to_ thc Soa and the Holy Spirit,
world witbout cn4 Ancn."- The, praycr of baptisnn 8Dd the pra'r€r ssid Oriiiog
the ccrcmony of thc washing [of the fbtf as rucntioncd in the Gospel, are
taken from the book of thc mass.

The prayers that arc n9t coqpulsory [areJ: the praycr of dcvotion propcr for
monks and tbosc who lira is the fear [of God] - fo1 thcy pray Dorq 

-ni$r 
aad

&y, 
"t 

is said ia the tcaehiogs and in the garablcs of the l€rd 8!d is tht folow-
ing saying of the Apostte: 'Pray without ceasiDg."x Thc Apostle drc said:
"Be iosilant ia prayer."!' Monks cdn3idcr norniag pr8ycts at coc&.crow as GoD-
pulsoty, punruant ro what is said in thc canoas. nsrB {7; BAS 2t; BADAS 2r.
David said ia [Psaln] 56: rI ryill arisc early ad coofcss to Tbce.-r Tfo1c srt
also prayerslbf meal time to be rccited at the bcginning aad at tbc eod of mcalc
BAS 2& at ths beginning of the mcal, so that &e Lord may blcss the find rfiich
is to be eatco, and at the cod of tlrc rneal, so that the Lord rnay rader tbe food
suitable fo1 the prcscnratioo of thc body aDd heiltb, and so that- a aont nay hara
the strcDglh to contintrc thc ascctic Efc he livrs ia. Pricsts rscd to sit down aad
rccirc it with the people as our Lord did whco He 'looked at hcarrco and
blcsscd thc fiw loaves.tT

There is the praycr for thosc who travel, like tbe prayer Paul said whea tbc
Ephesians accompanicd him on his dcpanure, and whco bc left Tyr to trarrel to
Achaia.rt There is also the prayer tbe monki shortcnedt and adaptcd, lto bc
recitedJ when they entcr their houses and when they go out.

Thcre is the prayer. thc purpose of which is to bring an ead to tribularion;
rhis prayer is divided into two parts: thc pnyer a man says for himscll [and the

30. Gloss: C:ilftj| r t|oA.C r "rhe abeolution of the Soo.-
31. That is, h0ZstrF@''.OAl ' h-tAn+ ,_E?_C ! lJth ' 9a.;}' ..from rhe rhird dey eficr

rhcir d€ath for a pcriod of one year,' PCTEFNM 2t!3.
31. T!t. "pEl.r of beptism,- tl$ t'tt"+ r is rhe rire pcrforarcd in th rirtt on' tlrc dey

of thc Epiphany.
33. The ccremony pcrformcd 9n llolv Thurday. The rcrnr used in the tcr,t b ,4 .&r ..bqsin-

and is dcrived from rhe Grcck nigtcr. Dillraen, Lcxicoa Liaguac Acthbpiac, c. 65?.
Y. I Thcss 5, 17.
35. Col. 4, Z
36. Pr 56, 9-t0.
37. Mr. ta, 19 tr
3t. Acts :lO, 36: 21, 5.
39. Arabic Tcrr: "-. rhc praytt rhat]nas condcnscd for spccial rsc by nonts- (zllsl).
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prayer a man says for othcnJ. The -firs is in accaordne wirh what uras said bythc Apostlc: "lf anyolg of you is in tribulation, let him pray"ro; so also 
-iaut.

Jonah, and thc Threc Young 
-Men 

prayd in their tribulatiori aiA were saved. OurLord. also has taught us thii n'itl ifis- pnyer during thc night of Hir ja"si"n. r,
for tlc praygr for.othen, the Acts'of thc Apostles tittify rnit thc cf,u-r"lt- po.yea
for Peter whcn he ras in prison..r And 

'paul 
also iaio: -pray for ,.. 

-n"t 
tmay be saved."€ Therc is the praycr for the forgirrcncss of sini tfr. ply"t ofthe priest for the people, such as Moses, Aaron and phineas prard.

Th:f.'is the -rr, tyer -fo_r obtaining uhat onc desires; by that praycr a desire
not torDidden by la1 is fulfilled,. as yhen ooc asks ,for .ofspring, or- wisdorn. Thuswas th: -Ptayer of Ann by wbich Samucl was given, and her canticle when shcgave _birth to him. lt -is as said by the Aposdle: 

-"'Whocvcr 
wants wisdom, lct him

ask God,lvho girc abundantly.; do not dqqbn, for He gtws to those who ask,rrs
a"d *9. in .co3formity with tbe saying of Our Lord: nAad all things vhatsoever
I3u^.tlT_,ll_,ro.lfyo -bclief:?e you shall lEeiw.'q Therc is also the priayer
g tf_:p-tual fathers fo1 thsir childrcn" such as the praycr said by paui, andnts commaDd to bis disciple, Timothy, about it.

RSTG {3; DESQ -!3r Ooe shall oot pray with an eroom&luaicatcd pricsr norwith an iufdel, even if it is in a housc. ivhosoever P'ar ;th--nt-,u"u u.d.gnoyd- DESQ 60. You, o''riur brothers, pray alvays fi irrat ttrose yho-"r. in-
:1":1 T Tj:1ythory reasgD B.y desist from a'ggr. iO. Wt.o an important p"rroo,
^T_1.-1Y"fc".or froP--tr. 

"g*try,. 
comes iqdonotcutslonyour talgrf O bi-snoP. Dul the brethsen shall reccillc lhis pcrsou among tbesr and the deacos shaggivc hin a place [6t for him[ rc rhat ttrc ac."ou;s- ofto-r"v plcase God.

GLOSS: It is said in the canons of the Kings: A goman who is men-struating and a newty deliraered mother shati st rh.it p"4., ;;i;.-;;;
not in the church.

I

I
I

I
I

4. Jes. 5, 13,
41 . Acts le 5.
42. II Thcss. 3, l.
43. Jas. l, 5.
4. Mt. 21, 2_
45. t?C t "salk.- srends for ilF* , ..praycf,,- tlcrr, ..do Dot iDtarupr your pnyet.-
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GAPTEN, XY

ON AII TIIE FASTS'

Fasir.g is ebstinencc from food, aod is obscrvrd by Dan at ccrtaio timcs
detcrniacd by laq to atain forgirrcacss of sins aod much revar4 obcying thus the
One who fircd thc law. Fasting [alsol scrc to *=akea the force of concupisccncc
so that [tbe body] may obey the rational soul.

All thc faithful arc obliged to obecna thc fest of forty days rs did Ctrist-
nay He be prsised!-tlp frst which oocr to ra cod on the Friday of Fcsb2 rod
aftcr it lthc f8st o{l tbe wcck of Cnrcifixio. Tb6c fasr sbsll b obsencd until the
eod of thc day, aad duriag that tinc no bloodcd rlinslt uor what is produced!
by rnirnalc shall bc catca- And dso thc fess of Wcdncsday aad Fridey of cwty
wcct [sball bc obscrrcdJ, except during tbc ffty de5t end during thc fcasts of
Christnas aad Baptiqn' whcn thcsc fcascs fdl oa tbcsc daye On fss[ days oac
uust fast uatil tbc aiath hour, as it rp wriltro" ,.

There atc othcr fasts qfrich baw beca cstabfished by tb Copdc Churcb- Sonc of
thcse arc sirnilar to thc lrntco fast in the strictncss [of thc provisioas rqrrdiag thcir
ob,scrvanccJ: ttbte are thc *rck of Hcrkal, which fells bdorc. tlr grcu fest t the
threc days' fast of tbe people of Ninet-b, tbc fsst oa tbe Er= of Chrisnas, ud
thc fast oa tbe Eve of Baptio. Othcr fasrs are bss [stsictf fike thc fass of
Wednesday and Friday; sucb a fast is tbc fast prcccding Cbristnas, sbicb bcgios in
thc middle of Hedare and eads on the feast of Ctristnss. Tb.rc is d:o tbc fest
of thc Apcistles wbich follows th feast of Patccost and cods oa Hamle 5,to rrbich

Glorc: "tb rvca frdr'Tbcrc rccn frsts rrc: l) ?Uf r Ertr d Chrim; rnd Epiebrry;
2, qnJ-. 17 . bcrt: 3) jb?t} t rbc Hob Wcct; rt) tC{ r Fd&y: B Zfrtt Wcdncrdey;
6) It r A?Ct+ r thc frst of thc Apctb irludins thet of 6c Arsrqdo dec Hoty Vr!b;
D frt-.* r Advcat. If tic Ers of Cbrirunr rEd EDiebry rre couotcd rqntCy, .lG{lf t
1(10 r Fridey eod Wcdnesdey ere lunpcd toccthcr.nd &G auobcr of ftsrr nnrhs noduosd
(2/15CI. Aootbcr otrrrr of couotinj tbc fests b: l) lHlhttAdrEo3;z)tuf tEs ofCffi-
rnes rnd Epiphary; 3) tG{Sr4&t r Fridry rnd Wcdncsdey; 4) t}3 r tlrc frrt of t|r Ninivitrs
5) tll.3rt?r lat; O larjr?Cf.;}r rhc frrr of ore Apcrkr n qA0t r tlr frs
of th Asumptioo of thc Holy Virfin, FOEFNM 2llZ
Tblt i!, ttc Frilry fotlwin3 Frssiqr Suodey. Ia tic Edtiopiu liturtb Crbder. Prrsioo
Sundry comrgooOt ro taA?O r "Nipdcous Sundry-; bc, tbc Fridry b qrsrirn b tlo*u
rs 9CO I t+r!?Jl r "Ni>odcanui Fridey.- .)Cn r tFrrlr r ..F idly of Fat,- b rbo Ltrn
to uD tbe Fri&y bcfote Errrcr, Good Fridry, PIOEFNM 2163. Scc rbo thc iorcrad dc
@ p. 9-95 blow.
Glors: "iadudio3 6rt-; but : follo*ig FlsltEt"
MilL, buirr. drgsr, cllr,.!s. Se thc dE rnd FOEFNM 2t?-1.
Tlre fft!, den bctrr:a Esrct ud Pcar6-
Thc fasr of Epipluo .
Thb b thc frst loo*a rs Ir t j}rCIA r \hc hsl of EncErs,- rUct f'rk r rcct Horc
LcoL
They rrt lcs *rist b tbrt thc nii-i'rup ttrE finrn fq fistirg b Eir bmr wtccer b otFr
aq ig Gtrcod. &ocr rrndrc to thincco bour:, FOEFNM 2l&2 rad e/t5t).
lrrc liorab.
Mial-July.
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is the fcast of Petcr and Paut. Thcsc fasts must bc obs.rvcd in their cntircty. bccause

tt ry *.* observcd by the pcople togcthcr with nany patriarchf whose number

ercrrds lthat of thc 
- 
bishops Fthcted atl 1- -few Councils whose canons are

obsrt*A.i, Fina[y, theic aie some fasts which atr observed by Tany. Fople-
such is the fast prccedine tfic feast of our l-ady. which is obserrad mainly by

[.trirt .nO -on[.; it deins on the first of Nehaset2 and ends on the fcast of

Our l.ady.

ln thc fasts laid down by lawn one shatl fast untit the ninth hour of the day.tt

No rneat shall bc caten during that Pcriod unlcss it is fish.r' Hq tho _observes a

i; ;; tU"tti than is comtiaaded-shall rcceiw a Fcatcr rcward. On Sunday and

SaturOay, onc sitall not fast; however, one sb4l abstain from milk products'

Fastins is thc tribute of the body, just as gyisg alns is thc rriburc of weatth.

1'ire oumoic olthe law ia imposiag fasting is to *takco the force'of concupisceoce
il;;-ft-ir-th. latrcr submit to-ttre raiional rcul,-just T ltc PPrPgse.of 2rapr
ir 

-t" -;3" 
the force of anger submit to the mind. And through the bcaefit we

J*"r iia f"ttio& we reseiiblc spqitu{ t_Utlpt.-_with -this resemblancc, he who

emutates gains tbJ power to aPProaci thc [spiritua[ rnodcl.

Fasting is comnendablg as the pcrson who fasts is eoabled to realize the suficr-
ins of buieer aad nay f"* ptty 

-for 
tbc hungry and thosc who ask for dnl

tO-ne rngstl 
-ateo, 

tf.stl ii order io 
-rccaiw 

tbe Eucbaris having aa ardcnt dcsire to
L feO with it' aiA ii order to rcceirrc it witb a spiritual aad corporcal eagsrness-

toae nustl also [asQ ia order 16 9E worship to-tbe lfA.tf ivcry.way.'. bl^
irstiog prob.rly. fibrr, when oae fasts, le woships the Irrdl with tbe aniEal hatf

"f 
hf f"trit", *nttos with pratcr he [worshipe tlic Iardl witlh thl spiritual tdf of

his natur:. " ADd ia the carioni taiO do*a oa fasting [t is *tittenl: DESQ 29.
.,Thc Lcntca fast tbat bcgins on thc secosd Monday of tbe weckls and cods on
the Friday preceding Fesf t6 tbat is, the week _ subscqucot to whieh the *eek of
Fesh comes.it shatt-b. rercrcd among you. Aftcr that you shall be carcful and
complete thc wcck of thc Holy Eancr aftsr the Itnten fast-"

GLOSS: Thc week preccding the week of Eastcr is known es the week of
Fesh.

And so they bave commanded us to fast oo six days [of tbc Holy Wcc$,
and to fast on Wednesday and Friday of every *lek. Oa Wedncsday, becausc- the
consultationtt was made that day, and on Friday, because the sill of Our Lord
was done. People shall rcst from fasting oa tbe scventh day _ at cock'crow.
One shalt not fast on Saturday, for on that day the Lord resAd from His work:
bur on the [Holy] Saturday oae shall fast, bccause oa tbat day thc Crcator of
all creaturs 

-war-lying 
ia 

-a 
tomb. 30. lD these six days" oaly btead, salt aad

I
I
l r

I
I

I
I

l l .
12.
1 3 .
1 4 .

t 5 .

t 6 .
l 7 -

I t .

Guidi's intcrpreatioo is follo*cd (5/!59).

First *tek of AuSltlst-
6loss: 'ttckoDcd from tbc moroioi."

ill|?nir.F r ..crc!pt fsh,' b rnanifcst coouedictigD to tbe obvious tEttiuS, is rlso iocrprc-
rcd es .).? t t1l.QC r "irludisg 6stt," POEFI{M 2l9Z

More prceisely: ..T!rc Lcnrca fast bcdns oo ttre Mooday wtridr foltoss t@4 r 'Zalarada

Snodey,'" POEFNM &2.
Scc u 2 ugra-
Tbar b, fi4a r nlA+ r "dtc gcek of rhe Crrrci6rioo,- or thc Holy Wcck; but scc s2
gn ad thc brcrarl Css followiry the rcrt rborc,
The consulratioa ro kill Christ.
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erhtdo Cni-cfr farch e'rrd Cledex.

ou shall abstain from wirrc and racat on thcse da5, bccause
thcy arc days of sorrov and not days of feasting You shall fast oo Friday and
Saturday [of the Holy Weckl; and whosocver can, shall on thcse days aot take
anything until cock-crow at night. If someone cannot fast on botb days, bc shalt
obser.vr the fast of Saturday, Our Lord has said in refcreace to himsclf: 'ltben rhe
bridcgroom shall bc taken away from thcs\ thcn thcy shall fasL"re You shall
fast ou thcsc days until nighg as we did when Hc eas talcco fron us.

Aftcr thc cclebratioa of thc fcasr of Pentcsost is ovcr, you shdl celcbrarc again
another week and thcn you shall fasr,D baving Esilcd. Agai! wc comtaand you to
fast on cvery Wcdncsday and Friday, and if you ean fast morc the', this, do it,
and give alrns to the poor.

GLOSS of the chosca tcacher who compild this boolq Eay thc Lord have _
mcr;c! on bim!: The proof tbat w must lot cat druing tbis *tck'l is that 

-

at the ptace rfiere we ett commnndcd to tbst on Wcdacsdap and Fridap
Pcntccos! Christmar and Baptism arcslso mcatiouedlas thc days oo which *e
arc permincd to cat} but nothing is said aborrt thir week If it *crc similar to thc
&ys on which one is pcrmiccd to eat and aot to ftst, sucb as the aborc da1t,
it would have been mcotioncd explicidy. MoreovEr, this *tek is not irdudcd is
the days oa which ee are corrmanded not to fas and lot to pfosraa oursclws
as happcos ou Sundays, Satur&ys, ard tbc feasts of thc Lord. Also he rvho
hasfailedtoobservchis duties duiagtbc Holy Week has becs connssdcd to
postpone them uatil the fcast of Peotccost is ovrr. Thcs if oae were pcrnited to
cat io the q*k following tbc fcast of Pcntecost aftcr baviag catco for ffty deys,
it would hiVe said: 'aad dso [cat in thc wekJ followiag tb lbss of Rotu*
cosl" Morcover the word uscd is 'celebrate"; thercforc, with regd to this
wcek it bas beea said only: "Makc a fcast " [whic.h docs not ncao 'tat"].

GLOSS: fthusl it shows that the lbsts of Wcdnesday and Friday [must bc
obscrvedl during this wcck. lt does Dot prove tbat onc ntS spcod lthe cck
catingl. Basil and Chrysostom barc said that'to cclebratc" docs not DGaa 'to
eat"; and it is known that to cclebrate on fast da1ls coosists of ttading what
is appropriatc to the feast and not of earing oa that day. Thc c.aoa bas con'
manded us then, to celebrate for threc days, when a bishop is oasccratcd; it
is known that wc do not eat during those threc days if tbcy fdl o fast days,
nor is the fcast celebratcd with eating. Morcovetr, thcy have eaded this caaoa by
s.eying: "tf you can fast more than tbis, do it" Thcrefore, if disputc should
arise on fasting to fast is bettcr thaD to ealz Also, tierc uerc couacils beld
by as fcw as twenty [bishopsl; we have observed the fast during this weck in
the lifetime of many Patriarchs of Alexandria, whose numbcr is more than
twenty.! If wc'fail to observe [what isthe same as] the command of a council,
it would not be a good thing; it would be an act contrary to thc couDsil,
cspccially bccausc it would bc in opposition to the pcrfection of our law, nadc
up of a bad thing-namely, making our greed for food manifest. Moreover, as
lrloscs fasred before announcing to thc people the Law of the Pentateuch hc

Mu 9, lJ; Mt. 3, lt: LL. 5, 33.
Gloas: ".-.the fasl of rhe Aposrlcs and rbet of Fridry rnd Wedrcday.-
Tbc rrc.t foUowbg rhc fees of Pcnrccosr. FOEFNM 2Z-1.
Gloss: "...bccanre through fesdag one acqube bouff.-
As thc?c are councils rbar scre arreaded by twory bishops whoec canoos ert obccrvcd rs
bs, thb fesr, obcncd duiry thc lifctfuac of rrqe $eD traty F.trhrbsr most be coosidcrcd
.s ooe Fcacribcd by e rcfubr coumil. Sc! lbo Guidi's ilcrpctedoa (tcxt/16).
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reccivcd fron tbe Lord in tbe fcasr of 6fiy days, Our Lord dso fastcd afier
tbe dcscent of thc Holy Spirit on Him, before giving His l.gw to the people.
So thc Apostles also fastcd when tlrc Holy Spirit descended upon thear on thc
fcast of Pcntccost, bcforc prcaching the Christian Law to thc people; and wc
arc guided by them in tbis mattcs. Tbc end of the gloss.

RSTA 2& If Christmas coiocides with and , fallsx on a fast d"y, that is,
Wcdncsday or Friday, the faithfuls shall pray and rcccirc thc Holy Mystery and
sball not br.cak thc fast until the ninth,,hour.,RSTB. {0. lf oae is uavcling at sca
and [does,acit fast .bccau$ he],:is unaware of the days of the ,Holy ]Veek, bc shall
fast aftg! ,the,l.,feast,,of Pcntccost...lt is.,sot the Friod of :thc Holy T/cck as such
whieh, lrc ohnFntt ,but,somcrhiag likc it; np mrrst fas to,eompctrsatc for nissing
it. BSTG 60; RSTB {&, Whosoever does, Dot obccttGr the Lcotca fsst 8ad tbe fass
of liledncsdays 8nd. Fridays;,,if bc is a pricsq sb8ll bc dcposcd unlcss bc is visibly
itl; if bc is e laymaa, hc sbsll',bc &grepr€d- nSfB {l; XSIG ?. If a pricst calc.
bratcs the Holy Weck bcfor Bight and day !rc cqu8lt6 hc shall bc depoacd. And
thosc clergrmeo wbo fast oa Suadays and Saturdays otbcr tbaa the grcat Saturday
of the Holy fVcelq sbell be deposed.

DAQ 3L We tnust Dot elebrate'th feass of uartyn during tbe Lentcn fast;
ntber, thc commenoratioa of nartyn sbrll be celebrafcd oa Suadays and Sanrrdays.
f,L Ne rrcddiag sball bc calebratcd duing tbc lrDt€o fast, aor shall thc,rc bc aoy
cclcbratioa if';gwomaa gircs birth to child thco, and ao pcople'shall bc invitcd to
a driakiag bousc.to &ink drniag that tioc. EAS 7t No dcrgrman shall driot wisc
druiog the Lcntcn fast nor, d.uriag the fascs ott Wcdncsday and'Fridan aor shall
hc cntcr the [public]'bath- Mao shdl not dcep sith his wife on fan days" {L In
case tbe fcast of tnartyrs falls on a fast &y aad tbc Ushop or pricst celebratcs
thc feast dnd causcs thc peoplc to cat on aecouttt of the dcath of thc nartgs, bc
shall be dcposcd, for hc has bcca the cause of scaadal to maoy souls. lf thc people
cat of their own will, the bishop or the priest sball cxpcl tbern; it is Dot propcr
to cat on tbe feast day of martyrs wheo the feast falls oa a fast &y, siuce thc
martfs scle put to dcath and burat with irc ia a state of huager aod thirst.
Regarding thc days of Christmas aad Baptism as *cll as the fcast of Pcntccost, the
Council of Nicaca cornmanded that mass bc cclebratcd at aight

During thc Holy Lcntca fast, for the 6rst lcck pcoplc shatl fast uotil sunset;
aftcrwards, they shall fast until the elevcoth hour; but druiog the days of the Holy
Wcck it sball bc until the stars Bome oul No oac shall wcar orDaEeats oa thosc
days; women shall put asidc their oraaments. Eyeryone must avoid $ying dovn with
his wifcJ duriog the kntcn fast and tlrc Holy !*reek, bccausc our rcdemptioa and
the forgivcness of our sins ocurred dudng this period. It is aD act eontrarl to tbe
law of marriage for ooc [spouscJ to stay near the other in bcd during thc Lcaten
fasr Woc to him wbo commits this sin in the days of tbe Holy Week. U we
fulfill our rdll in plcasurc in thc Holy Lcnten liast, where then will be our joy to
scc tbe rsurrestioa? And fastiag docs aot coasist mcrely of [taking] brcad and
watcr only; the fast vhich is acccptablc before God is liviag ia purity of beart.
If the body is huagry aad thirsty, but the soul eats whatever it likes and the bcart
is cntircly givcu to delights, shat bencfit deris frocr your fast?

Anbic rr*t; ..lf r fcast fdb,.." (31163).
"Hc !ru$ Dot dcm.nd thet tbe drurch ccnrnonics of the Holy Wc.k b p"rfqlDcd for trir
rrb,- FOEFNM Z2+1.
|r?t+ r "Holl Wet- $.D& for +?nL r "E :ncr-: hryt tbc pGs.tF rlrould rad: .llf
r pri:a dG Dot cdcbnrc Erltr iD GoDfuoity witb th. G*lst drts of thc Eorruc fclgtt,

: 

* bc dcpcd.- Scc FOEFNM Z2$2 fq otb iorcrpraetior.
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GLoss: xREsrA 30. one sball fast for forty &p with rnortification andhumility and gust abtain from taking mitk'ptoot.lt.--xo onc shalt rermaried, nor shdl any baptism take -place during the Holy wcek. 
-Th;

shall bc no. ordination of priests or funerat scni-ccs for thJ dead, *a--"ll
pust F fully devorcd to the church in thgsc days. on Fatrn sunday, th;
forr, the office of thcdead, thc book oftheAp6sttes, thc Gospel, ;i-ii
absolutioa for thosc who will die during the'Holy weck snfut- tc roa.
oa Tbursday-.-thc -pnrycr 9f--saluta{on, ttc [pr"y"r].[rrd of, living- and
tp_.qoyo of bcacdiction shall oot bc rccitcd: But oo Saturday Of'-Lord
of living" thc abrsolutioa, and'tbc praycr of iacense-without tle riss-suatt
be rccitcd. The dcad shalt noi ti cashroudcd o! sundan nor shall
!lt.:: .be any weeping on Eastcr day- And tbe conon 

"bo 
sai,i thar therr

shll be-no joyful feasts, aor shall thctr 
'bc 

8ny wecpisg ordination of
gne{r baPtisq or weddiogs du{!g thc fasq with tbc cxccpnioa of praprs
for thc dying and thc baptisa of if,oec sbo arre in 

-dar8pr 
;adyd-:

GLOSS: This is fouod ia the caaons of the Kbgs. The nrle conccrabg
the grcat fast is that it must last for eight rets. il bedls rt thc coa oiwiatcr-this does aot mean tbe tcrait of Ethiopir:-d--dt ;tb;
begrDring of -sumnrsr, r'itb frrc _days of fastiag i! cacb wd neopre sral
eaj.p-saturday, which is the fcast of the eaccst I:w, aad oa'suoday,whicb is the fcast of the New Lcw. people stall aot Lt-r""*J-f;e:
The fasts of wednesdays aad Fridays thntt 

"h.yr 
b" tbrilr4 **pt ;

$:..l=t,toJ Ctiryaland- Baptisnl_aod duriig tbe ffrv d;r,s tb.hrc.s
T,Y,*i ltat*ost} I* t{t-!g*-grl- goq His obedieit tsivinsl areobnged to oixsre thc fast of His Dsciples aftcr the reas dr Ratiost,with thc acaption of Saturdays and Suniays
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CHAPTEN XVT

ALMS

To give alms is one of tbe acts of mcrca. lt is an act of man's pity [donet
with his own propcrty for thosc who an in nce{ witbout any desire to be rep.rid
by thcm, but [donel to fulfill the command of Our Lor4 who said: "Scll what
you posscss and give alms to thc poor: make to your:clves raEs whigh Srow not
ol4 l, trcasurE in heaven which is ncirher comrptiblc uor ttaository."t Our Lord
has also said: ..Givc alms and evcrytbiag will bc clcan to you.n: Through alms,
a man emulatcs bis Creator to thc crtant he can, bccaure to glv! dms and to
bc merciful is an attributc of thc divine Daturt. Aad Our lrrd' has said: "Be
mcrciful as your heavenly Father."l Alms are a loan made to God, and to glve
thcm is'also a sure [and] profitablc tradc uith God. Thcy a,se a deposit which a
wisc man eotrusls to tbc- Lor4 his .Go4 for as long as hc wishcs. They att an
acceptable ofreriag lplaccd] upon a rcasonablc dtar. And the Lord - Eay His
name be exalted! - has siid: 'I dcsfue alms ard not sactrificc.'{ Moreovcr, as the
prophet has ,gid: "Fasting is acceptcd with ahng"s and as it sas said to Corae-
Iius: "With alms, the praycr is also acceptcd.6 As is wdnco of the fve foohsh
virgins, without the giving of alms, virgnity isctf is of ao vzluc. Tbc provisions
and parables regardiag drrs conraincd in the Holy Books arc innumerable. Our
Lord has said concerning alms: "Gir€ to hin thrr asks of'tbcc,'a aod He also
said ',Btesscd arc the d'er"ifU, for tbey shall obtain .tnct€y."t He atrc said to
the merciful:"'Gb into the kingdom prcpa:ed for you from the foundation of rhe
world.'e There is also the saying of the Apostlc Faul: "Do not forget mersy
towards the poor; bc their companions. By such sacrificc man futflls the pleasure
of God."lo'

Thc utiliry of alms may bc considered from many points of view.rt The
first is that dl peoplc, rich or poor, must give what thcy can afrord; the reward
for giving depends on the intention of the girar, regardlcss whether he girrcs much
or little.t2 Wi& regard to the rich thcre is the sayrng of the Highest: "To whom-
soever much is given. of him much sball be requircd";I3 and the saying: "Who-
ever has loved much, [much] vill be forgiven him"'r' so also His saying: "Giye,

l
I
I
I
I

t

I I

Lt. 12. 33.
Lt .  t t .  4 t .
Lk. 6, 36.
Hos. 6, 6.
Tob. !2, 8.
Acts toi 4.
ML 5, 42.
Mt. 5, 7.
Mr. 15, 3f.
Heb. 13. 16.
Arabic ra.t: "Alras rnay be considered from mauy poinrs of viety* (6i167).
Arabic rcxr: "Thc tesard b b p'roponioa ro thc inrcarioo of rhc ivct and oot ro thc
guantity of stat is frrca- (1 168).
Lk. t2, 48.
l*- 7, 47.
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blessings shall also rcap in blessings: cvery man does as he deems in his hcart.'.r6
TEf ,1.'€ommand the rich of this wortd no_t to bc highmindcd but to be joyful
in giving and obeying ii order to lay down for themsclies a good foundatidn'for
thc timc to conrc."l?

As _for lhe poor, when the woman ofrercd the two mitcs" Our Highest Lord
said: "Shc has given all the living shc hag while the othcrs havc giv& of their
surylus."lt He also said: "Whosoevsr has glven you a cup of coot warcr to
driak in My Name, because you bclong to .christ, Amcn, I iay to.you, hc shail
not lose his reward."re The Highest Lord bas also said with the rroutb of- the
proph{ Isaiah: ."Sharc thy brread betweco thee and thc hungry.'a The Apoiles
haw dso seftl in the Didascalia: 'Love the l.ord with your wealrh that He has
grven !o yoq in the measurrc you can; what you caa [girrcl to Hin, casil it in the
box of alms, cithcr one or two or tbree mitcg and if you want to obcy lGodl,
be the courpanion of the pilgnms with your *catth 2l. As for the breid 

-which

is gv1t.ttq Of Po!r] from the toil ,of sidouls, it is truty laudable and acccptable
even if it is little. 25. He who has nothing sbell fsst and shall girc to tbe siiats:t
half of his brcad."

The almc which.l -rrsgn grrst_gve ale of two t]?cs: [alas giwoJ sccr€tly
aad- [dms gvFttl publicly. [In 4e first cascJ thc atns go from oi g"* to tb;
needy, the httnlry, the thirsty- thc nake4 thc siclq tbe prisoacrs aad tbe cxilcd,
pursu?nt to the fiollowingJ sayng of our Lord-nay Hc be praisd!--But ler thy
alms be in *crct, aod _thy Father wbo sces in sccrct will repav thcc opcnly,€
and pursuant-to s'hat He will say o! the day of judgncat totlosc cfro wil-stay
at His riglr" His Apostle Paul dso said: EB 10, -ADd do pot forgct to acccpt ttc
pilgrims, for thcreby some had the lot to receirc, all unarratt, piErisrs who wcre
angels; rernember the prisonefls, 3s if you u'cre in fettcrs togcthc" witb t5cn.q

Alms lgltlcnl publiclv are thosc brou-eht by the Errcr to tbe priesc cbarged with
receiving thcm. Such dms arc tithes, fint-fruits, and voua, punilaat to tbc words
of the Aposttes, who said: DESQ & *Tbe tithcs, frst-ftuits aad vo*: wbich arc
brought to the church, as thc Lord has commaaded, sball be shared betweeo tlre
servants of God.'% The pan brought to the poor, as it is a thing of which
God shall ask account, becausc He has cntrusted tbis administratioo to Oeir hands
so that they may divide it among the very needy, shall be administcred by good

efOrrSn:ry DC gwn to you rvtth fuII, supcrabundant and over*'helmiaq, neasurc
in your bosom, for witb the same Dcasurs that you shatl metc, it sbafl bc nrea-
sured to !ou."ti The Apostle Paul has also rcitcraad thc word of his Lord and
has said: 'He who sows sparingly shall atso rcap sparingly. but ha who sows in

Lk. 6, 3t.
lI Cor. 9, 6. otto . 'lnCO t OO4ht r "he who soqa in blcssinjs" b cquirratcor ro ..bc
sbo rc*: msch,- POEFNM ::9-:.
I Tim- q lz.

+e4? r ..!ains- dcnotr* &avt+@1 r ,\?h.tf | {l^o. . ?r.r+ r rFt6ljl. | .lmartyrs
vho *=ot to jdl rrrbcr thaa dcny rheir Crcaror.- POEFNM 2Ar-Z
ML 6, 4-
Mt. 21 3{ fr-
Hcb. la 2-3.
That is, thc p*3rs, dcacoo$ erc., FOEFNM Z3l-1.

- 9 9 -

I
a

-
rt

I

I

t'
r
r
r
r
r

T
1-
r
-

t
l-
I

I}- 21, 4.
Mt. c, {o.
Is. 5t, 7

t 5 .
t 6 .

l 7 -
I t .
t 9 .
m.
2 1 .

23.
2i .
u .

t
t ,r l

I
.-

-
I

I

ww"w,eth i o p i a norf h o d ox'org



erhtdo Ch'*-ch farch e'nd Cleder'
www.ert h' i  o p i  a no rth o d ox, o rq

administrators, who shall dividc.it among the orphans, widonr, thosc in distrts, and
also pilgrims who att in oecd. Do not dissipatc rhe propcrty of thc church; nci-
thcr shall yoY gonsgmc nor spcnd it f9r your own usc, bcnrcssl yoursclvcs oaly;
gtlrer, you _shall help thc necdy with il so that it vill be a right patb for you
bcfore thc lord. 60. Hcar what' was said at tln bcgianing and wc rspeat it to
you: thc vows, the tithes" and the first-fruits mentioned abov: are desr,ined for thc
highest priest of Christ and for the pcrson who serves him.

Tbe tithes" the first-fruits, and the vows wtrich you llugt gire, sboutd bc brought
to hin vho is tbe pricst appointcd to cosutr that ao onc takcs twicc or tDore
than once in a day or in a wcek whilc therc arc others who havr not yet rccciyed
aaything He taows who is in distrcss aad providcs to cacb om.as it is occcssary.
60. Briag to hirr the frst-fruits, your titbes of yopr cropc ard of your handicrafg so that
he 4ay bhss you. You shall grvc to lim your trst-fruits, yoBr vours, aad your gifts"
sod frotn tbc fnrits that rigcn 6rst of your wirc, oil ftritf sml, aad evcry oUer
thing which God h8s grastcd to yon, bccausc b is the pricst of the Lord so
tbat your offcring g4y b acceptcd and your iocensc plcasant bdore the Lord your
God, and so that He may bless .rbe work of your hands and make most abun-
dant to you the .fruis of tbe tan4 sincc blessiog descesds oa thosc nlbo givc alms.

Alms should be-givta to some m-prefcrcace to othcr$ At&ough evtryoDe nay
glve alqs e h. wishel rhns rbould^ fryt be gtm to the oac who is iD dificulty,
to supply him with w.hat be accds.r Such [worthy rscipicoBl alc nartyrs, th;
clerglmen, thep, Christiaa tdratives, thcn all thc f8ithful and fhco i!6dsls, ia con-
formity with:rt'-hat tF lq^ottlo Fid. DESQ 1+ A vidow wbo is sclf-suppo,rtiag is
Dot a poor widow, but if sbe g poor througb siclocss or toro poor to 

-b6iog 
up

bcr childtto, or poor bcca!.e of physical wcatacss, stsctch yorn- hand more oftei
to bcr, .in considcration of ber conditioa. TEf 7. If aoy 6f tbc faithful havt
[relatives who arel widows, tbey shrll help theo" so tbat 

-thc 
church may uoi be

burdencd sith them" since tbosc sho are truly bclplcss sidows art a sufrcieat
[burdeal to the church.t The priests vho executc tbcir duties properly shalt bc sivra
double hoa91,z _cspecrally tlose who tabor witb words and tcaching:o tp""tl
has also said: "If any Ea! bas rclativeq cspccidly if tbey are faithful and 

-akci

Do carc to bc uscful to then, he has dcoid his faith aaO is vorse rlaa tbe in-
fidels."r GALATyA 7. i'!ow thcrcforc, sbile ua havr tioc let rs do good to-
wards all mea and especially to*zrds tbose wbo bcloag to tbe faith.-tt

According to the word of Our Lord, who said: 'Girc to hiur that asks of
thee.and do not frustrate_ the hope-of,anothcr; E yo9 pcrfect as your heavealy
Father who rains upon- the just and thc unjust "t alms should be grveu to ail
the needy, bc they christians or infdels, good or bad. DESQ ls. Give to the
needy even if they do aot belong to Christ- Thercforc, as oDe must be mindfut
to give alms, he must give in the most perfect of times.t3 Although it is good

26.
).,

28.

29.

30.
3r .
32.
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Anbic rcxt: "-..ro lhc Eo3t Dccdy- QllTO).
I Tim. 5, 16-
,anotJ.. r Ah{6i'+r' 1 "rhGf shall bc aircn double honor,'b rcodcccd .s oFs r ff,{l r },f
Ct@. t thtBzFo r '.t|ry strdl rcceirc rvicc rs urudr [s rbe othcrs from rhc atrns
rcccivtd)," PCIEFNM 3}.f.
otA r oj|.tuc+ r 'trith words aad rcacbbg,- b ralcn ro urc.D o'!rc I llrtal+rtc t
"ltbqc vho arc dcvorcdl ro srudy :nd rashing" FOEFNM Z3ll.
I Tigt- g, t.
Gat 6 t0.
Mr 5, 42,4, 45.
Tbat b, oa Suadays rod fcasr cfla (a/t7l).
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9vc oa orbcr occasioas n. **, tbc pnacllet- &F .r, suadey aod rbelbst days, as indicared _by thc following worils of ttc ianc ln 
-tu 

iltlucr,
concerning fcast daW: 'Do not aDGef with cmotrr hrnrlc bf^- rtr- r ^-i -.---concerning fcast dap: 'Do nor appcar wi& curpty bssds bcfqc G i.oJ;;*
9o{ go feast days, but cvcryone of y9u ll,"tt_"tr9t pan 9f tu trr" to'iii'uy
God in the urcasurr that hc BD, eo tbet the Lord vbur God neJ hrecc -i., -r9f jl-g: TTlT,tF,^l'Fr, .1. iret-31re lrq your coo srai 6*, ;;.
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It* 4potttf dso said to thc Coriathiaos: 2a *As foi rhe coUcctids that 
"ri-r"o.for tbe saintq as I harrc ordcrcd thc Church of Galatia, so you stral Oo arso;

on Sunday- let every_onc of you put [soarcthingt apart in lib rou*rs io tb; ;."-
sure that hc can. Everyone shrll be careful 

-i! -this, 
rc rhat there nray be- no

quarrel amoDg you at thc tirne of my coming to you.-r
Thc giving of alms is ncessary ar alt tines, and thc words said about this

are. T the followingl sayag of om lord: -Givr to hirn tbat asts of th6,"37
qnd the vord of Paul-wbo siid: -wuc *e h,arc lifs, ltet 

"s 
ao 

-1".6t;d-"ta 

"rrothc word of of Apostles: xsrB x4 -Do Dot ccase ri g.o rs 
-loogi'as 

y* rHrt
somcrlirg to giui- tecayse the fy of thc Lord is ncar.--Ald ahs Lrst-bc pven
to thosc oentioned p1{orylr-; they shatl aot ! grvta to ottcrs, b.c""s" the ip*-
tlcs harr said: DES.Q a 'If onc coosunes his-suberaacc u.cti r"a iurpioe.ai,io
drunkcaacss or in laziaess, aad tbc tpoorl wido*s of this world arc'ariwu' to
misE y, the onc who behanes jf,qrs chq-tt a6t Ue Upca.-

. tt is -Proper, then, tbat the ncedy.rcccivE alrrrc 3s6t lray foi thosc who grsnt
alms to then. Those wb9 arc p1ryrav must nor rccdtl'rhr, rs oc tiouoi,iagsaysS of_the Aposttcs.shgws;.DEs! rb. *ntssca is L *o in urp ftr..u uy
F oP, [workJ aud .galatain hinself by his [substaoceJ --",to de aot dr* in Bis3ry
!!e oPltalq ibc pitgriEs, aad tbe widorr," for a! the Lord hes said: *Mo;
blcssgd- is hc that givcs than he wbo rrcssivts.Ele Hc atso said: -Woe 1s hirrsle
has substance and rcceiraes alars, aod slso to hin whJ caa srainAis hinself andwants tQ takc fron otbers; 9o6 sbrtl ask accouat of hinr i! thc Oay-ofJuagpcoe"
But hc who receivcs-tatnsl -because hc is an orptao, ota, * sich dr te&G Ocre
are lnany who arc e{ UV hiq must not ! tiasrci; it-wi[ *'to his Slory,-asathe Lord rrill hoaor him becausc it is considcrcd ;'" ooi6* otrcrcd ti a'"i n.
:!:]!_._"1*g:- npr f.or thosc 'rvho. grve bim rrns. He rratt oot t [. r"zily wrat uertceives, but for the hoaofl_ glvea hin be shall rctura to thc pcfsons who gave
him alns morc reward ia thc forar of pra)rcrs for ttco, ro the GrtsDt that hc
can. Paul also said "whosocver will aot woit, he slall 6t eal".r

- Everyonc Dlust Eli.Y.- tbat alms purify frour sia, forgive the fault aad savefrom evil: because of $viag them ont rcbi"es a oiuLii-re*zra. He who, wbile
abJg' ne-efects to ttve dms G ftke the infidel aad the sicked. Our Lord has alsosatcl: "(irvr alos and all- rhings shdl be clcaa for you."a The Apostles also harc
119_Ilt..orneJ ia.the Didascaiia. 14. sinilarty, oaalcinas-r"iai lo rs"i-Li-v
couuscl be acceptable to thee. [Give almsJ so that tby sia Eay be forgi-vea witl

I

ll

M l a l a
Gd- 5, t0.
Acrs 20, 35.

v .
35.

36.
37 .
38.
39.
4 .
4l .
12.

Deut. 16, 16l?.

*rn=ry't--g"rfit#.'ffi loft-n*t 
t 14 t tuD? I '€o Sundrv bt l-

I Cc. t6, t-2.

h{C r ..booor- irsds for fiffi} r ..-h=a, FOEFNM Z3!Z
lI Tbcga 3, 10.
I.k. tt, 41.
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alms and.thy iniquirigs with.having-.mercy to thc poor.'{r David alrc has said:"Blcssed is he who has unders-tanoing--c6ncerning 
-the 

nccdy *t th"-e;: thetord w-itt.dctirar him gn..qc evil aay::.r a;b;;;""rJ Jio, -Hc rhar satisfied thenccd of th-c poor. it shall bc- given lo hirn; and trc will be rewardJ OouUfJ'rf,"t
|: *r:: {e tlrar .srory h! pietv foq. n9t l.atiry- tlr cry of the p""r. 

-".iii* 
*iu

T_l1p,i:Tlg be heard when he *ill .implora".' TEtr s, -He wbo has rctadves.
fp.lllly rl lh:y arc among rhc fai!h{u!.-a!9- olr 

"gt 
bother to hetp them, deniesthe fatth .and..is worse dran tlc inldels's The_Gospet also speaks abour what

uur l-ord wril. say to those who win s&ty at His lefLo such as the rich manwho ord not give to the poor l-azanq and the five foolish virgins.{

Whosocvcr waats to bc pcrf-eet- Etust gryr -"tt lit propcrty in akas; however,
nor evrlyone must -gtve- alrJ 8Il -his p_lopcrty in allas. ltr tirsr is borne out by
lle words -of our,Lord, who said: ;If -tbou 

vih bc perfecg g" *li-*h; thou
lrrr- *9 gv9 ro ttc pooi."o And the secoad trs den'onstraieoi bv ibs ilrd ofPaul who _said: "ln ttril tgresgq -tine, ra youi condition bc' 

"d*l 

-t - 
irro*

3qut youJ, thar what is in abuadaoce to you may suppty their Janr" Iia *r,.t
is in abundance to tbem may supply your wa6-!o-

Thc followilg Te some spccifiC provisioas on thc law of etms: that it mustn-ot be givco with blpocrisy, tlrar it rnust-E_gne joyfuly, *m6ut sonos,'anathar onc Bust Dor rcpeat lhaviug grra itJ. HJwho-6;';,tE' nG-b.; tovrr
:l3*-r1"lio_-1 

pd*o iro ii aot tauitrty toeards-the one to whom lo g*alms. tle Eust not ask for aD accouat of it from the bishop, Drrst Dot iavcstigaeinto is adrriaistrarior\ aad Eust not doubt, U"t n*t tno; &at O. f-ora lUlfrewar'd him for ir Thc substance to be_giwo in ahs;batt Fur"-rr*t] rrri,is -in coaformity_ with the words of our Lird who -d, ;po * ey."iG 
"r-,before tned' to be scen by tbcn, otbersisc you shall aot rhvc tb. fo61iJor io-heaveoly Fatber. If thol givest alms round. 

-aot 
a t.r-p4 a" til bypocrites-at inthe asscmbly -aad in thc 

-strcsts 
so that ney--may-E 

-q;r*d 
by nco. Amen, I

TY to- you they have reaeived theh re*lard.i"r 
- 
TrL Do aot * sad T,hen-'yougive alms to your brother;

alms as he has dctermined in his hcah.t2 a?q fot wi&-ofrcfionsr oi oaG, ro,God lows a cheerful Fner.-g trhe AposthJ bas j; sii: ..r I shall distributeall my goods to fbed thc poor, 
-and 

have n6t ctrarity, ii-po6s -.--o"tr,ioil-it

PET- Do not drive aw-ay the poor from the door of your housc and donot be heedless of his words. Do oot reproach nor despise tii-. uui *rd-ni-

I
I
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43.
4 .
45.
s .
47.
4t .
49.
50.
5 t .
(t

53.
v .
55.

Da!- a. 14.
k.  lo ,2.
Prov. 2t. t3.
I Tin.5, t.
Mr. 2!1,4l f.
Lr. 15, t9 fi.
Mr. t9, 21.
II Cor. t. 14.
Mr.6.  l -2 .
That is, eva]onc of you sba[ girc alms rdUiogry, frccly rnd clrecrfully.
Not under fqce or courpulsion.
Il Cor. 9, 7.
I Cor. 13, 3.
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console him ard render hira dtccrful, rc tbat the lord may
rcndcr you checrful. Makc him sit dorm with you at your tabtc, and rive hirn
drink in thc glass that you driak with; do not bc proud towards him.

. PgSq 7. You shall not catl the bishop to account fior the alms giyen] or
inquirc about the administration [of the alms[ that is, what he does wiih tticm,
when, whcrg and to shom he givcs thcn, or if hc admiuisters rhe alms as pj1F
pcrly as he shoul4 bccause God has enrusted rbis adminiscration to him. RSTB- 12"
lf you hare property aad give it away to achieve with it thc salvarion of your
soul from sins, do aot bc double.{carted. lf you havc giveo a*?y your property
know Who it is Wiro will reward you.

The Aposrlcs harrc dso prohibircd accepting atms from tfts hard5 of tbc wicked, as
alrcady said ia the chapter oa the Eucharisa Tbe Apoctlcs havc said: DESQ.2l,
ilf yot say: Tbcy arc [tbc oncsJ who gir? rhnc, 

- 
atd if *t do aot accept it

from them with what will we lipd tbe widorrr aad with wbat will w bdng up
the orphans aad what wilt wc gve to tbc ady sho arc aooog thc pcople?-hcar
us! Do you Dot takc, out of this [necessity[ tbc bonor whic,h E thc hrst-fruits of
cora of tbe kvitcs? And is not taking tbc drst-&nic grwn to you by your people
lgftcicnt for yoursclvcs aad tbc acedy? Do not tate tbco sly&ihg fron tbc wickld.
If dl thc community does tbis aad .tlrere is no goodacss anong mco it is bettcr
f9r you to dic, to pedsh of starratioo, tbao foi you to r.ciiv€ [aaythiogJ froo
the enerry of God. Aad he [who accepr r]rrrc froa tbe wicfedJ should 

-be 
put

to shame aa! , derision "nong his courpaaioas" As rcgards thern, tbc propbct has
said: "Lct abt the oil of sinners fattca ny bcad-4 rtEsQ 2L la etrcry oue of
you prove himself and acccpt [tbe alnsl of all tbose who arc rigbtcous b dl
their conduct. lt has also bcen said: -If -by 

neccssity you scccpt moaey fron oae
whom ;ou do not likc that is, from ao impure Da!, an i''fidet, usc it to buy
wood for,firc so that the widoqn aad the orptrans E y Dat tale it aod may not
desire to buy with it food aad driak ia an inproper m"tner; it is rig[t thai Uis
substance of the impious become the food of nie aad aot thc food- 6f seirts."

He who has amassed wcalth for binsclf aad is suspcetd of haviag committed
injustice in collecting rL must not amass it unjualy and without good counsal,
[plaaning !9 u-sc itJ for alms, for [he nust reatiecl rhat fby this acf bc does uot
oblitetate his sin. Rathcr, be rnust repent of his deids aad r€nrrtr tbe substaace to
the one from whom hc took it unjuslly. If he canaot do so, he shall divide it
and giv-9 it to the poor, as commanded by the Lord in tbe Pentateuch and the
Gospcl-t The command of the Hi-ehest God contained in tbc Peatateuch says
that thosc who take someone's property by violeace must rgtura forthwith what
they took, five-fold of it and must ofier sacrifce to the Lord. lf rhe lrnon who
was robbed or any of his rclatirrcs cannot be found, it shdl bc ofrered to God,
1nd glven to the priest together with the sacrifice. The Gospel [alrc commands
this], on thc basis of what our Lord said in thc parable He told about the uujusr
steward. who garhered ttre dcbtors of his landlord and left thern half of what was
due ro his landlord: the Erraugelist says that God$ praiscd the unjust steward
because he acred as a prudent EaD vould. And our Lord said: -ADd I say to
you, make yourself friends with wcalth acquired unjustly so that wheo you have

t
' l -
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I

56-
t7.
5t .
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Ps- lr|0, 5.
Nurn. a 7; Lev- 5, 5.
lo tbe biblir:alfrcxr ir b said that rhe landtord, end not rhc lrrd, Friscd rhc nqverd.
I . t . t 6 . &
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finishedr they rnay- I=ir. you into erertartiog d*tllings.-o He also said: -tf
you havt aot been faithful in unjust $attb rfro sill fiis yo,r *6r 

-rf13t 
*fri"r,is true? Ard if- you hara nor bcen faithfui in that wtricr, ii ;oti;;.J *r,o'*ugirr you rhar which is .your osn?".r our Lo-rd ;*t d th. p"."itG-*lie.o

lr propertJ for His_service, when she rcpcnted roi rcr sins; mot:over, the Lorddid. not jrr* ly-"I zacheus, and deoy riir trope of bcin! saved, when tlrc rancr
Tfg Eo Hrm: -r | ^haF wronged any rnsn fof anythingf I will resrone him four-fold. I rill girr hatf of ny go5ds to'thc pd.'.c 

r ----e' '

As the book of rhe Apostles shows. the.Apostles.used to take the properry
of thc faithful 

"so 
FE to cach man accordioi t" tls 

"*oi. 
aoa ii-ir''ffi*o

that bccausc the people [around thc Aposttcsl wert- nuncrors end *.t" oot--*iEno
vcrs" -tbc -4postlq did not- accep] ttclr atqiJ if tbcrc scrc enong tbem goy 

-yho

hsd blemishcs with regard to -thcir propaqr.o Ho*rrrr, rr. o"iraples iir'--ro
!!c?t q 

"qrs 
&3 sooa ss rbcy rcpentcd 

-aod 
bcc8nc nemtcts oi o. aittrur;

+Fy. !r.* lo .gvc 1he. dT" * ft -noot And Se Gregory, tt".thaoi.rgi"a' 
-tioic

a1 the- bqinning of the -homily- delirrcred aftcr his siics;{: -If rt 
-Gi""G- 

u.q.*o tl {{ts it.?mcpDg which caanor bc oFsc{ it is a .m,lt thiog.d- ti it isor smatt things' 1,oe -efr.l -"kF. it-.'gei.sr- frhe co-mmaad ofl thq opf;sht ib"clWe should oot accepr ttriigs gneg?ny.-acquirid *irb-i'"j,rrd"c'rnd wiraiis io-lcofiered, if colleercd froa an-1mh.oe,- ifraf 
'noi 

U, 
-*rAioalo

l t "

I
I
I
I

59.
@ .

6 t .
62.
63.

& .

65.

6 .
67 .

At rhc cod of your lifc.
lr t6, g.
Lr. t5, lt-12.
LL. 19. 8.
itc Aribic rerr :eyr thet- o\rins to rhc frst _rtilar ttroec c,bo rlcd to bring goods GteDumerous and aor coorcncd ya, ir *es G.ny ro tnc rnonr qrco, ,*r. ,to-ili-i*p*rf'of unjrsr ecqubirioa of rrraith eilm.
ItFtzrlrcFF*r "drcr hb iltocc,- b ausletcd |s flut.j]f rhtrroairhjlor
h+i?'rtei, 'tficr hc bccarac a.bcrnir: tficr trc ,.p".d;;r.ff i3g,111 ;ih- 

-il;
POEFNM 241-1, hn rce a- 6?, bclos.

Tb., F tro: oiogt gvcn io arras r:re srorcn or-Fle tyforce ??i{tr ?+(rz+.?.r+-rr(L.rr,thc ofrcrios b nor repreble by God. F'OEFNM Zli-i. 
-- "-"

Thrr b, oheincd ftur rn rubro*rr rourEe
The rboqc rnostetion of lhe quoredon ftun tl*^ lpf.ff of St. Grcjory b prrrly bescd qr
.G--uidi's tnnslarioo" {trg,!tn). in rtrc pOeffuU Zil,-iiir-irlrin-i'"oo*ooO as fououa:
::lf tt* rnen vlro g,Gs elEs b e sinncr, hb rtns *,.I 

""f 
u..*p-:..d. ! bc. rficr r sinfulIife' rcpcots of hb !ins. it is aor. riritilo-rte,r. t*-.ri*-Eiiir-r,ifir,],ilJoHi

And vbrl ooc ofrcrs withour rcpcotiar-1retf aor F l*preelEiToo. of rtnse rcndidooscorrcspoads ro rhe oririaat areir rcri.l;-i;, A-"UiEn ifiai-ri*"p""slt b fouad insr-GrcAory ltazieazco's booily.le Juti'< fi ar'. Ei iJ-'Xii.o"-1. Thc bomilv rasdelircrcd. tt sL GrcEory subccqueor ro iris rcritcntcnr q,i J-i:tl"*4 rhc dceth of hisfathcr. Acsordin8 ro rbe Gr€ct tcxr (Mirne t. lOSi- ilC.lil rb;.d;' quorcd nssatc rc &:"No oEcrin3 rra+ ro God is scrau or 
-u6t6tecrc 

ilb-irli E-it-rr rad rrry in dFgure" (t,jl7t).
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CIIAPTER XVU

TI|E ONE IN CuA"RcE OF c(x)Ds crvEN rN AIffq
THE PNOPERTY OF TIIE CXIURCII. AI{D TI{E OTFERIIIiGS
MADE TO THE CTITJRCII: HOW iIIEY MUST BE GTVEN-
AND DrsrRIBItrED, AND orIfER, REx/trED MATTERS.

This Chaptcr is dividcd iato thrce pans"
Prtt L Ttrt ec bi*a bc rcsponsibh for rll propcrty of lte ctnrcb rd use it rosuppct hirccf rd rh pricss ioa acecons tito'aj f-l

RsTc {0. we order that thc bishop har: po*r owr the propcrty of thcchurch. If the houorcd souls of oe pcopie 
"te "fi"rsoa 

io nin, what arc dl tbepropcrtics ald seatr\ r_hic.h arc gv; 
'to 

tin t" .dlrinist' aio wio *ucn ncmay, as he secs fit, fccd tlrc ngg'r- ttrgugh ths b-d, .f ih, priests -a ao*rr,fearing God aad trcnbliag? ana aro bt-thco ,.to td.*.t"- prrpdt -i?*accordiag to thcir nced, t6 the broths: sbo arc h'-;rcd Gsd to pilgrins whosart to visit tbe bisbop. Lttf,As Tie Apostlcs d.-E"r oatbe tfi"6 t 
""gntto theu ro eye.ryoaq iTor+g .to his ieeaz nsra z[ rm un mp 

-*"i'-lr.
care of whatever is in the chrirch aad sball di.p"." iof itl as oEG uodcr the s'-veillaace oflGod does. He shall not uate pod--i-rir--it'-i* bi.r.lf-""ly Ti;
i-tl l* tradae; nor shal F:.s* gr prg**y of c&L-u, *-d.EG"o*if they are -poor: nor shan E aade ;tt. G tF;"p"rry ir tb.] 

"n-rrr"u 
ufr'o'tt

ii;s'tl; lTgi1i,,.d, *q #i, tr, }"ffi r",f"*iH #ffifrfgrl pe'expease of .thc peopte'or us noirsc; dd a;-irii shoct-tnc-gild'orthc church to the oriesq 
-and 

dcacons, r.!.nii io-"or,-.s..bcr with G i-pr. orhis. famity. {hc priglt or deacon [whomas with hinl-ihall iolg?'out aod tbe bishop shalnot go far from rhc church, r& on this- accouit, thc d.-;;-#- #" ri"iilr"rmurtnur against hiE. 31. The goods of the cnrhcn nrG-be kuorras bv ;ricsrand deacons known ft9 be_9f gooJ repurationl as-rnuJ ,h.;;dr.v-Jiin" 
-&.n|l'l 

rrthe bishop dies, nither.r,il-nr"n 
"!-i* 

tn", of tbe 
"".:"nfr;-i*hich'il 

-riT'*,
apart aftcrJ bcing rccqaized,-shaU 6. Oir.ip"t a. 

-- ---.-

ENQORI l{- A[ th9 -lerongngs 9f the church of Go4 such as crothing
[goldeo or sitverl objcrts, 6erds, ̂vi-nefard-s, animats, aad orher iir1"i &iogr- ;"rrbc kcpt. bv pe_dpb 

-who 
fear cod';d';:6;*--"rrlt ir 

"ov 
priest or otherper5on dares scll any of thesc belongings be rurt ta;J". *u"t n sold from theone to whom he soid it: .ana *mitadl-ihe onc tho-h", Lught the thing aad hasit in his possession must give it back. ir tn Itoryw 

"e 
d-"frut"tr ii *,Er* u""r.to the ehurch, the puuishment of the scller'-a dr irr.luy.t sball be to ,cstorr

L
L
L

t .
)
, .

4 .

Ar*rc Err "- 
".d 

rhe poor. rhrough rhe haadr of rhc pricsts end dcecos: (2/t?s).
Acrs a. 35.
Atrbic ttae "lf he does,nol!. obectre rhir"..,- th.r ir, thc provirion ldd dowo h thc tarnty-6fth ceaoo of SAK (2/t?9).
@[tcAF 'r "-Jrd dc nor shos-..to...- is auslarcd as egff?,For ..if hc dcnot girr...ro...-in ,rhc POEFNM 242-2. 

- '- '

-Tf*1ffi?;-J* 
gpods of rrr c*rursrr gx'r bc cor.srcd b, or D,or bc tcpr by, pricstq

I
L

i
L

l
I

1

-
r

I
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l ; l
I

double of vhat they tooli, according to the judgment of the bishop; the latrer
shall dccide this mattcr as he dcems propsr, in thc fear of God.

BAS t5. lf somebody dies and bcqueatbes his propcrty to the church, and if
this property consists of gold, clothing. coppet, or crops, tlie administrator designa-
ted by 

'rhc 
bishop or thc priest of the church6 shall takc iL But if it is an oblea

rrhich is subjcd to tsxation or to tithc by tbe kiag it shall not be accepted; thc
church must not bc undcr thc royal po*tr.

Prrt It. Oo &c lcccsslty of eppotnting dolaistrilors for lbc income rnd erpenditurcs
of tbe cfurct end on 6c Dcccsdty of givi4 scprtrtc plres for thc dd( rod pil3rins
rnd eppoiatiq rssisillts for ttcm: ' 

,
MQYA 87. A kccper and admiaistrators shall be appoiated for cach c'hurch,

to administcr thc expcaditurcs ald thc imoue of the churcb. Eash of tbs sdmini-
silratort rb8ll bc assigncd specific duties rdating to tbc ofrcc of tecpiog by those
rvbo appointcd thcm to thesc dutics in thc uprightaess of God.? None of them
shall be like the wicked scrw^Bt wbo bid the gold of his malter, did not trade
with it, and so did aot fnia eithcr onc or frt t

75. A scpants dwlling place sball'ti rcscryed ia crcry city for tbc pilgrins,
.thc poor, and the sick, aad the bisbop sball chooce a forcign rnouk of god
charactcr from a distaat country aad appoint him rdrrrinistsator of this place. Thc
appointcd.moDlli,Ahdl not lcave thc city, but shall talc a hopse for dwrlliog tbcre,
and sball prcpare enough bcds and blaatea asd otbcr tbings shich tbe sick and
thc poor aecd. If the cbureh docs lot o*a nuch lrropcrqf, bc shalt, wbcaercr it
is ncccssary, collect food for the sick aad the poor fron thc' faithful, to tbe cx-
tent they cag afrord to grve. Becarrsc of this [act of cbarityJ, rnaay sins are for-
grven; it is aa ofreriag made to God-

6{. The inbabians of the couDtry shalt choose ia every sctttement a nran who
lives alonc, apart from tbe people, aod who is of good charaeter. They shatl dlot
ro him a sepatatc room, aear the church or Dcar the houscs of tbc siclc, for
dwelting. The property of the sick sball be dcpositcd with hicr- He shall have
responsibility for thc pilgrims and the sick" and shall supewise thena. He shall
visit also thosc Christiaas who are in prisoo, and shall do aothing cxcept what
they desirc. [If tbey desirc somethiag], he shall scck it for them anoag th; faith-
ful. be they men or women.e If there is oae who needs someoue io stand as
a guarantor for him, he himsclf shall stand as guafiantor for him, or sbatl seek
someone else to sran{ a; guarantor. As for the prisoner who has comrnitted a grave
crime, if he cannot find a way to sarrc and rclease bim, he shall take care of him
[and provide him with] food and _clothiag. If any of the faitMul is uoable ro pay
[a debtlo the man _responsiblc fo: the pilgrims and the sick shall give him wbat
is in his possession. if he cannot [find the means to pay the debt]lt 

-from 
others.
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fo+ ' hcott}' lo!r-, -".-.lhe pricst in che4e of rhc adminisrariou of rhc propcrty of
rhc cburch,- FOEFNM 243-t.
Anbic tcxt: "Ertty onc sball-bc gven arpccific duty; cwrlooc strall do wh.t he is ctra4gd
ro do, and shall do it in conformity wi&...' (3/tt0).
Mt. 25. 14 fi.; I.t- f9, 20.
Arabic lclt: "He shall visit thosc in jail, end slrall devotc himsclf to thc rclcase of rhc
Chrinians wbo dcscnt so be rclcas€d: aadif thcy areinndofsomahi4 to €et...-(l/ltlt
POEFIIM 22{-3 insds the *ord O4 r ..dcbt,- in rhc Amharic tanslarion
Abo foUowiq thc POEFNM iarcrpretarioa, rfid.
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&L lf the pcoplc choosc a distinguishcd man to bc administrator for rhe sicl
and that man rcfuscs what is requircd from him, he shall bc preventcd from
associating vith the cornmunity. No administralor shall be appointcd ovtr one
[appoinad bcforc] until thc death of the latter, or untess he commits a
fault for which his degree must bc shorn from him: Iia this cascJ be shall be
excommunicated.n The administration bclongs to hiur [yntess bis fauh is provedJ.
lf he is weak, 'the 

bishop shall give him anothcr administrator. BADAS ZS. fdc
bishop shall also dcliver to the administrator the utcnsils for the usc of the sick.

Prrt tIL Tbe distihion of ehs:

This pan is dividcd ioto thrcc scstions.

First. RSTA 50. Att tithes go to thc pqiests and to thosc who are responsible
for alns.

The secoad is froo tbe sarne ciraou, [that i$ ISTA 30]: Tbc frst-fmits, that is, thc
fu'51 thin8s, bcloag solely to thc clcrgr aad to thosc iho 8rc at &e scrvicc of
thc clergr. 40. The bishop shall tale the first-fruits and sball blcss thcn, meationiog
the aame of tbc one who brougb-t the frst-tufu 6 hil' s6! say: "$s than!
Theq O Lor4 bccause Thou hast commandcd the lssd to producc all the fruits
on [the trccsl to the joy aod food .of att rlen and qninrrls; 'to 

fhec we offcr the
first-fruits thst Tbou bast giwo rs to fecd ourselvcs r/ith." The foltowbg are tbc
fruis that Dust be blesscd: grape$ 69$ ponegralatc$ olircq 8pphs, pcachcs, asd
chcrries. Tle' forowiog must not bc blcsscd: sycanorcq oaioos, garlie Delons;n
gourds aad.'otber kiads of v:gaables. People shrtt slso ofrcr roscs but aot otber
fiower:; they shall eat ercrythisg that is edibh aad shall thaak and gloriry God.

Third. 6f; DESQ & Wbat is ldt over from tbe sacrifce lof tbe mass] aad not
gtrered [9n the alarJ, sball be shared by thc dcacor according to tbe 

-advicc 
of

thc bishop or the phest. They shall gvi four parts to thc biihop, tbrec para to
thc priests ald two parB to the deacoas; as for-tbe otherq suc*r es tbe subdeacons
thc leclors, the singsrs, and the dcacoaesses, oac part shalt bc givca to each oae
of them. And this is good aad acceptablc before God, that iq 

-tbat 
cach oae be

honored according to his rank.

"lf hc lras committcd a fault, his dcgrcc stdt bc slrora from bim,- FOEFNM 2*3.
Gloss: "purnpkia.-
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, CHA?TER XVUI
. TITHES, FTRST-FRUrrS, VOWS AND

CHARTTABLE LEGACIES

- This. -chaptcr is dividcd- into two patts: the firs1 dcats sith whar rcrnains yet
ro be said about tithes and 6rst-fruits: the seond, with vows aod charitable legacies"
whiih are considcrcd public alms.

Perr L

- Regardin^g tbe frst, our Lord has said: TII 9. "You shall girc errry ycar
tbe titbcs- of all your crops _and seeds agd of any fruit your land Foduccs.hr
our., Lord oalso said ia tbc Gospct_: -Readcr ro God tbe thineB that-arc Godl
aad to Cacsar the thiags that arc Caesar's.'{ He showcd by thii His reproach to
the Pharisces for lcaving justicc, merc? and faith. He said t6 thm: *you mus do
this and nust Dot leave tbat undoae."!

DESQ 7. He who is permanentty employed in church scrvice-priests" kvitcs
and ninisten of God - must take fron the chutch evcrythiag trC oceas in as-
cordaace'ri'ith wtrat is *rittca in tbc book of Numbers trg"tdfrni itiottr.-Gaoa-Coo
said to Aaron: "Thou aod thy soas aad thy relativts wi-U ta[J O. eiftr ;hi"h 

"r"givcn ro God,,for your priestly ofrce; I Fave appoiated you to t"t. can" oi tL
ofrerings'vowed !o M! by thq chl|glco of Israet;-i gaw t[crn to thee aad to thy
childreo, as"to thcr, for happincss."e ADd a few tiaes taar He said: -All &e6rst
of olirc; sine. and com, and whatsoerar is ofrcred to God, I haw givcn thcar to
thee; and'dt the first born of rner aad animals, and all the &st ridof tlre iruits
and whatever is consecrated shall be thiac, whatsoercr is forSiAAeo-aod whatsocver
is pcroittcd."5 BAI)AS 35. Evcryoae shall scnd to thc shurch thc fust-fnris of the
land he has- All shatl bring to thc bishop tbe 6rst of their vorf ,and of thcir
wine prss, the first of their oif honey, milk, wool, and the irsr of the rcward for
their work. Similarly. [all.strall bria-gJ the frst-fruits of their trrees. The priest who
receives rhem shall frst thank God for them outside the curain, while ihosc g'ho
brought them stand up.
lPtrtl II.

A vow. according _ to the law, is a pact madc by man with his crcator,
[binding himselfl to fulfill works of perfection with respea to himsctf, his children,
ald his ovn.Pfopeny. to obtain from God-may Hc be praiscd!-[rhe fulfillment
9ll a good wish. Man may'express it menrally or verbatly,- by comm-unicating with
God or ln_the presence of a witness nominatcd by himsitf. [He may promiil that
he *'ill fulfill thc vow when he achieves his wish as he wisLed.? tf may be inadc
through the intercession of a manyr or a saint or without their interccssion. we
have already dealt with a vow made concerning one's property. one who makes a
vow with r*pcct to himsclf is like one yho makes a iou. of fasting or pr:ryer or

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

t .

J .

4 -

6 .
1 .t l

Dcut. la, 22.
Ml 22, 2l; Mt. t\ 11; Lk. 20, 25.
Mr. al, 23: Lk. ll. 42.
Num. tt, t.
Nun. tt. 12. fi.
Anbic rcxt: ..... rhe frsr-fruits of rheir harr/€sr- (2/tt3).
Anbic t!r't: "---if bG obraias strar hc scqucsB or es long as the rhing he rcqucsted 11513-(ul9l).
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ur-*ry er te leeom to Ee rid
of crvit or to acquire goods-cithcr goods 6gurd as such, sucb as the thiacs of
the world, or rrcriuble goodr such as the things of the world to corDc.

I
I

t,
As for a vow made with sespect to childrcq TG ?jl; IftAG tltr [say: Regar-

dingJ a man who vows to God and the sanctuary a malc or a femalc of 
-hii 

chitdren
the l-ord has said: "lf' a man has made a yow. tbe price of the soul bclonrs to
9o!, "od_ 

thc pricc of a male bctwcca tweaty and sixty ycars of age shatl UJ Ofty
shekels of silver, in tbe nrsasurc of the shckels of tbc sanctuary. Thc price of I
woman shall be thirty shekels If the agc is bctrveco fivr aad twaty Yearl the
pncc of a male sball be tweaty shekels and thc price of a fccrale stratt Uc twelve
sbclcds If ir is bctweea oae month and firrc years, the pricc of a urale shall be
five shekels of silwr, and tbe pricc of a feoale sball bc tbrcc shekels of silwr.
If thc ags is abora sixty years tbe pnce of thc Eale sbsll bc fftccn shckels of
silwr aod tbc psice of thc womal shall be,tcn shctds. If tbc p€rsoa who riadc
thc vow is poor aad canaot girrc this pricC tut nsdc thc vow ia rirne of diarpss,
he shall go to tbs bishop or to the priest, so that tbcy may fix the amount, aftcr
gving considcration to his ncans.'r

If the Yow was made by c rich man who poEscsscs f,octs aad dl kiods of
aaimals, aad be irtca& to futfll thi vow by eiving the cquivslot price of wbat [c
vo*{ to glva Sc pricst nrust fix the price of tbc [vowedt o!frn eitb thc fcar of
ttts Higbest Go& He sball aot favor thc churcb i! his dccisioa, bccansc tb l-ord
is ricb, and cnricbes those who worship Him; He gircs tbcor got4 silvcr, f,oces,
laad. and wharctrr is ia ir Nor sball ths Ficst hd!rc tossr& tbc pcrsoa rbo
raadc thc va\if rcither shll be fear him nor despisc hinut &f all thcse cstinsAs
shall bre madc ia accordaacc with tbe sibekcls of tbe ssDctusry; onc shatd is equsl
to tqrcnty nitcs. All vows shall bc mca$rcd ia this Ealosr.

TD lil; MAG f00. ..If you bavt nade aDy vow to thc Lor4 your Go4 you shall
not ncglect or bc lazy in fulfilling it, kst you bc 8c$sed of sit bccarrse of iL
siose God 11ll rcquire it from you. U you do Dot wsat to ua&e a yow' you
commit ao sia, brr wbat is gonc out of your urout\ you shall do aad fulfilt it
sirne you harre nade tlrc vow to thc l.ord your God. Therdorc, you nust firlfll
what you haw proniscd with thc word of your Eouth.-to TD. -If a[y Darr Eelcs
a voy or [binds hiosdfJ by an oath, aad thca malcs hinsetf the propcrty of God,tt
hc shall not go back upon his word aad shdl not la what is goae out of his
mouth go to wastc. If a woman has made a voe to God aad has made hersctf
a thing consecratcd to God while srill a girl staytag in her fathcr's housg asd
her fiather, aware of this acg has not changd it in aay [rcspectJ, the vow madc
remains v-{id, aod is biading upon hcr as wcll as thc sacred thing proaiscd by
her. But if her fathcr changes [the vow] and rcndcrs tbe word ianalid 

- 
the day trc

hears [about 14 the vow sradc by her ind what she has decided about herctf has
no effcct; she is lot bound before God, who will oot catl hcr to accouat for it;
because hcr father bas rendered ber vow void haviag power to do this upou bcr.
If shc bas a busband, the qucstioa of the vow is hil coaccra: if bc wishes he
shall annul it: if not, he sball confirm it. If her husband rakes no heed, saying
nothing the day bc learns of ir, every vow rnade is biading upon her. If-hci

Lcv- n. I E.
FOEFNM 25Gl:"Nor strallhc lighrcohis burdcn bccarsc offcer.- Ai$ic tcrt:..Nor sb.tl
h bc $just touards higr" (l,,lt5).
Darr 23, 2l E
Arabic r!xt:'..-.if hc uadenakcs to do 3omcthiog for God- (2/lSj)r
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husband leeps silcnt rhc day he hears about thc Yow, rnd ennuls it some time
ffi;. L; eoinnis a sin. li for thc vow of e widory'or e fi:c woman. when

they makc a vos, binding themsclvc so do sorncthing they have to fulfill it,"r:

The [discussion of rheJ chariuble .legasy is divided into six pars- Thc first

Orafs- *itfi ihe c333tio; oi i 
"ttutioble 

lcgacy: .thc-sccond :tth thc thing left as a

cfrarisUlc 1n,saq1.; rmlnirO with thc h.EBtor; thc fourtb with the legarcc: the fifih

;th- tt* p.*ioti'r'f,t F appoinreC. adminisrrator [of tbc leptyl and. with the super'

;;; ;i i*- administraroi-and rhe sir& yith rhc erecurion of whar is stipulared

leoncerning thc hgasYf.

nL Lecacies are 'of rwo 0iindst: donations and alms Jtc first consists in

rea"i[I fi'i?ligt-t i* *lo'it a6t poor, + th!:.tirPe s: te*"y i:.*9: in his
iid""irch';;;;,-a-relarivr or r fricnd. Ilds is I donation sith which one

ilf,} ilL;*-;;il;;-to tr. Dancd pcrso!$ ritb tbe iarcadon [of obtai'

,rirg f.i bi.*tt] a good repuratioa in this 16114 end grcater rY*ard in the other-

Thc sccond, [atnrl is what is left f-o-t t!* Poor: .onc 9a] 0care llernl to

relativrs or non-rciati"ei fUs is the natcrlt dcah vith ia this chaptcr- -Thcsc are
i6, d; that tbe dooor hacs sith &B inrcotio to bec{r tlf pgot of this vorld

-A rc gatn an 
""ctt"triog 

bcncit irod- resard tfo'r binsdq in the coming world'

ft i, 
" 

f,udable Forrr oi alms, whicb is coasidcrcd advanrtaleorrs -[to-tbe- donor
Lt-ftl in nit fifaiin" and ar his dralh" ArO if, as tbc APo{te Paul sai$. ttrc gar-

;;A;i sin ioUo* a EraB, which gtc:ros that thc dccds of oac wbo nakcs as evil

i;;i r;-fi.fs f* aearh, bow muc.b mor=_is_il crpedieot ia tbe.jusricc of God'
;.-t'di;" *rd-d..dr, tl"t 

-ttrt 
be a rt*zrd for good dccds' whicb also reoain

afir OJ Joer's passiag aod follos' bin?

tiil. Thc thing tcft as a chgrit3blc legcy rnay be any immovable objest that
."" lli.rj-" ft"fi rc ths persoos- to ruhom it is left. lt utust not be [in coinl
such as dinar! or &rahirn.t3 And especially, it must not bc anythlng bur-that
which has pcnnanenr utilitr-: it mus 

'be 
an imnroYable. such as buildings. -fields.

taios. gnC ihc like. as musi bc [rhc legacy to hl lcft -to the church. according to
wtrar is said in thc canons. Objccts wtrich yield no fruis. such as fields which are
ariJ. or un6r to be worked, or-useless to the oc€upanL or_not transferabler6 [shall
o"i- U. lcfi as legaeyl. So also. slaves. anirnals an! !9=s -lrrust -!o! be leftJ. sincc
ih.r. 

"o 
not driraUtc thinp and the leg3ee rnay bc dePriEd of thcm' if ths;- are

iiofrn. or if the;* f,ee. or the likc. As they ane -not Cu3b.h. things if one contem-

il;;- fea"iig uir- of thesc things as. charitablc l*gw. it is _bctrer ro sclt them. and
l.irt rt.it f;ce'Uuy somethini which is immorrable and from which some profit

*l; * oUrainea. Ii the lcg""t: consists of slavrs, iocks. and tools belonging to a
i"tir. 

"oa 
their owner wishes to learrc this farm. includiag ever-rnhing on iL - as a

.fr"tit"Uf. hgacy, it is good to leara the immovable as a legaca. [and thc slaves'I
t .

15 .
I
l

t l .
t 3 .
14 .
1 5 .

Nrrn. il0. ? fi.
Ttnt ia dnritable legacica.

"t|fho dct Gvit d-.15.- FOEFNM :5:-a

Anbic coils- Dins (fronr thc Gtcck dctts'i'nl is I told coin rnd dl?hifit' (frorn the Grcct'

;l;;-;rt"Lt-Oiitem. is e sib=r coin- (5ttt6). Thc rcrnrs "din r- es sin3ular.end
;.d-i'n31;: .s 

-pfu31t. -dirbern- es sinSuLt ud "dlnhirn" s plunl ete rneinreinsd lhtoughout

thb tr.lslrtio&
a,|.g;ltrtA r lc|Alf* r liradly. 'tnd i3 not rn$rfcr.bb.- Morc cobctlDtly $G FOEFNM

ZS-i: rf, al5'61+ tf*1lgf.A! "lot_-plowebla- Arztric rc*t: -fllrhfr ghictr do. aot

1.oot-rff-itcL ilirfficnsl (thal b. duqb{iry' fcrtiliry a19-itmtoUlity), $cb $ . dcrert

f,hidt b infctsilc 
'Oough 

ir b drseblc rad itttnonbb-. -- Oi lfD.
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aninals ild tools as almsl so that thc tegatca -rmy bccoare .thc owncr of both theirnmovable rhines.t? and the arras and nay disposc of thc 
"btt 

-;;-l"Jil 
u,sclling them or in another ray.

iii- Tl" legator tnust be one who is entitled to disposc of his property, punsuanr
to what is said in tlrc Abalisat, rrhich treats in dcrail ine cuprcr oa'oorijtibni 

"ncall provisions conccming legacJ,rr whidr are [n suramaryJ as fono*s:
A man" when he nakcs a legacy, nus herr reachcd thc -right_.age, harc ful{tkaowhdgg and be a frce man,te chosc4n pcaceful in his aqis,rt--.nd ;a i".dctaraer.

iv. Thc-legetee must Dot bc oac of toT wbo-ary opcaly out of 6odt prcccprs
or out of faith, such as the idolatcrs, fnO, eartiartrarti, bi rnusr aot be one of
*= :1" :?,ohip orbcrs rhaa e6d:2 [Nor'nrrsr he-L out of God's prc*Jq'i.
nls dctds, such as tbsse who lie in weit for pcoph, and thosa vbo ionmit 

-tbe
sia. of sodogrv.f If one abandons his apcasy, ind eootfer fis w*Aoioi- 

"nethcir convctsioa is kaora,-tttcy sha[ takc shat fli *co lcft for thcn ir dr. T.g""y.
The legcy nust lot bc foolish or unknowasr or .oncthing tfet is 

"*h.. 
to- tl.

legilrr,.

tyJ Th" administrarol b E appointed over the bgasy by'thc lcgntor shail bc
-.t|"itl9 dunTg the lifcritae of tbc lancr or aftcr his dcaih.tt tf thc- t egroi-hir"
TI *?r,F,,T t.tbe adoinisrator of thc rctssy hG r--k's, unril his o&r\ u isauo*Ed'to do thtr providcd tbat hc 6€ tthr kryasyl di*inaly. If thc hgrior hssnot--appoinad [an administraror[ be it hinsctf or sdieone ai rn adrni-uistrationshall be entru*cd ro thc legas; himself, provided tLt 

-i.-1, 
caFbb; otl*irq 

"i:1ry-1"]! -appoin-t a.penon sclcctcd uv trirnsaf rna suatt-appoidt 
" 

itp.*l*io"orne acmrnistrator. This supcrvisor owr thc dninisreror stjti Ue rhe biihop at thartirne- And shcthcr the oae to wiom thc lcgrcy E cafi,ilcd is the raato,r bisooc-oae elsq thc_^suPcvisot nust dismis rhc ooc-towbou the administradoi oi the r.bois enrruned if it is prov:d by witness 1lnr^ lF is nrixaJ-il li rhir i; It p,ii'ri.ryknowo. the administnator stratt te disrnisscd hnA r.pl"& byJ onc *tro it-ioo*;3for trustworthiness and- capabiliry. In the saurc mannc; as thc iforuLt 
"Lltriiil 

or,the newly appoinred adrninistrator shall not'do rnnhiai-on-G tr^'ioiri"rit", *trout consultiltB tbc suPe"l'i$r; .sgrtarly, thc- mperviior s-hall not oo anntiag *irtrootconsulting rhc appointed [administrator]: rhey'shail do so-
All this is demoostratcd by what is said in the canons in tlrc chaper on rheadministration of alnrs. Ttrc said canons read: If the honorcd souk oC the peoplc

+

!
t

i

r
r
r
r
r
I
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r
f-
l-
i
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l 7 - Arebic rcrt: .The bcr vay ir ro lcrrt rn immonblc ls cherinblc lcjesy rnd to 3ire e*ayrnorzble 3oods rs r^has_.-so rlrer onc sray dirporc oi rh*t- by;; or ii ooer iiys .rhi6lle &EDCd best- (4. lTD.
Arebic ur: "...in lhc duprcr on dondottl end rilts- (4tlglr.
aDil. "1-- B iilcrprsrcd b FOEFNM l5r|-l rs 71a>rr?Ua, ..indcpcldca1. -lf-ruppo.ing.-'lcl, t "ctrqrco.- asnr ta4.l . .tctious, otE rlro lcepe hir word- FoEFNM :sl .
Fczccful in Ns rcbrios wirh orlrcrr FOEFNM 2J4_t.
Asrbb Err: ".--ia 'tron, or grro ror:tripr tods oth6 d,.D $c tnr God- (3/rts).
lrl t ?drrD'+ t oM r ?/.'loetp> r ..th6c nrn rto to ooe upo! tDofttcr.- cgaDor€.m4, rtrF7. e ?alp+ r 'trorc rao conurir rhc .b of tooo.l.- poiFr.$tr zsr-r
Fa* r 'J1f6rf r 'lornerhin8 rhc urc of rlridr b not Laorn,- proEFNM 25a_LThc. ftrror {dt. egpoinr the edrninistnlor &rriag hb lifcrirt end carnrsr ro him ric rd-hmfifiilnm of rhe hreca, or hc rtreu tesiperc en rorninis;traroi io succccd hisr dier bisdcau tdltt)
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erc entrustcd to rhe bishop, what'is all the *tahh &livctcd to hin for administra-
tion according to his command? They also say: Evcrphing 'belonging to God's
Church shall bc kept by faithful men, rvho fear God. And,[they sayJ other simitar
things.

[vi.J The stipulations rcgarding the erecution [of lhc le3nst arc ten in number.

First. Thc leprq shall not bc raken away from rhc lcgatce until his dcath: nor
shall anyone appointed adrninistrator of the tsg[e]. J-t9 hit ofrce until his death;
nor shal tthc idrniniscnator or supervircrJ sell anytbing from tlrc legacy; if anything
is sold. the price shall be rcturncd in accordance rith shat is laid do*r in the
chaptcr oa the edministration of alms; thc leg4y lnrril, not be gtYs avay tro
otben! aor reeircd [by othcrsJ, Dor 3lrcn or tetca I Plcdte, nor girrcn in slns,
aq disPo*d of, qcept is thc ProPcr tltaEDer.-

Sccood Thc aaa of tbc lcaarcl Eust, ss said in the ehapct of Abtclisat on
grviDg drns, bc suctr that i1 does oot rficst its pwposq shich rl namcly, getting
coDstaat bencft from it

Tbird. If thc legacy is made in favor of a pcrson oo e jouracy, sod if it is larcr
discowrcd that bc died bcforc the tsSBcV iD his fevor *rs srinco, tbc legacy shatl
go to the church, providcd that, iir'conformity wilh what is said about Fgncy aad
other thing5t it bc put to thc usc of tbc poor mly.

If tbe, fabccntl legatcc has a relatitc sbo is accdy. it is rigbt to give him
somethiag'but of thd legacy ia proponioD to bis ccd; otbcrsisc, it shall bc givcn
to tbe poor aad thc rclativ:s of tbe hgarot shall bare priority ovrr tbe others.
If therc is no poor peGoB alrong then, it shall bc grveo to tbc poor only, and
especidly to the poorqst pet:oas. So also, if a legnq.is npde in favor of a person
who is'not entirled to havs iL o: if the lagarec rcfuses to sccapt the legaqr, it
shatl go to one who is entitled to rcceivr it rather rhji to one who is not entitted
to it-

lf the lcgator has lcfi [a part of the legasyl to one entitlcd to tgr il and
[another part] to one not so entitled, the first stipulatioa shall bc fulfilled and the
share of the one sho is aot cutided shall go to tbe church, as dready providcd.
lf both somcthing that is allourcd [by the lawJ and rcmethiag uhich is prohibitcd
are stipulated regardiog the legacy, thc forsrer shall baw cfiect and the lattcr shall
bc void.
' If the erecution of the legacy is 6xed for a ccrtain tinc, it shall be cxecuted

at rhat time. and whsr is stipulatcd shall take efreet with rcpest to the onc entitled
to it thereafter. If the legaree is needy. he may take the profit from the legncl for
his nced [aad take the legacyJ when the legator dies"

Founh. The legatec, by vinue of thc faet that bc akcs poscssio4 of thc legac-v.
must futfilt the order of the lcgator, whether thc laner disposed of the profir
obaincd from the legacy or Dot and whether rhe leFrec agces with ttrc lcaacy or
aot.r

I
I
I

26.
n.
2t.

Anbic tsfir: "unlcss ir bc wirh the jrcarcsr crra" (3/lt9).
Glo.s: "doa.d@--
Tbc FOEFNM iotcpraerion. 25e3, b follorr=d hcra Thc "o,tdcr of rbc lcfrror- ro bc
fulElbd by thc lcjerce raey h, for i!$rocE 

"ro 
oblitetioo to follou hirn rhco bc tocs ro

w.r l|nnoio r ss2o| r;- For odrcr inuprcrn-ions, : (l/l9l). Tb. Anbic trr,l reys: ..tf
rbe hator brs Dor 3ivcn rycci6c dirccrioas .s to hory tbc tc!.cy b to bc brrcsred, oc rbetl
br,cst it ia the aon proirable rey, rc8zrdlcss rvbcthcs fbc lclrtor b$ $ipr$ilcd rh6. coD-
didoas or tot-" Ibitl.
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.Flh. If rcme pan of &e legacy vhich yel& fruis is dcstroyed, ir rausr be
rcpatrcd forthwith or .t soflre larcr rirns"

Shth. lf a hgator who hft something for the poor is poor himsclf, hc must
bc Fwn what hc needs for his subsistcncc frorn what is eollccrcd.

Screnth. lf a rnan is the owncr of a dacrnrinarc portion of sonre property, he
may nake a bgnsy of ir lf aftcr rhil hb panner in thc oraerrhip of the propeny
comes, thc Lscr tnsy urke bis sharc if rhc propcrty [owaed in cornrnonJ can bc divided.

Eighth. As Basil has said: -Tbe hgacy nust Dot bc somettring burdened with [a
duty olf ropl triburL"

Ninth. The hpsy is aot valid ualess il is ettested by witncssa. Thc words to
be ud ere thc words of the foruule that nns: 'I neke, or vowi or havc ia
cbstitaHc Wrcy, ronethiag such rs a bourc fc pilgriDs or r tell." The wituc*bs
whose tcstinony hes cfrccr i! the dsrncct rnu![ be ]ao*a crr4'vhcre for &cir
goodness aod intclligence, ia accordanc sitb rvbat thc Abalisat says about thc
tcstatorP &cy shatl bc sctrn or Err in n.'nber. If tb k,psy is nadc ia a place
whcre ssrEn or five witncsscs ar: Dot nzitablq tby shsll be tvo or tbrcc, chosca
fron rnoag tbc bcat people sho fitt i! tbat Crca

Tctth. Ncithcr ttn bgarce aor otbcrs nay hida the hgrct, citbcr cotircly or
partidly, to use it later oo. Thcy sball fcar qrhet bspprocd i! sirnilar circsrrunatrcca
rc Aaaahs aad his wife upoo vhor the dcrth of [God's] *'natt fell wheo they
rcld the field,,t[cy had coasccratd to God aod agrccd to 

-bide 
baf of tbc pnq

as tte books'b,f the Aas of the Apostlcs tell us.t Tbey nust etso lccrcabcr hoa'
God punished Achaq the soa of C-arni: nhco hc hid thc oQiccs trtca froo ths
rnen of Jericho, objccts which Joshua thc so of Nun" bad consccrated to thc [ord.
so that .tbe punishnent for this [guih] passed over to his e,hildrca aod his bcs$s.tt

llAlt r tF.ar3 r *f,nr r "oE thc book of rdls.- b rcodccd. FGFNM 25n2' rs
?rrftrt r ltcr etbout rhc rsutor.r to thc Antlc rcer: "io rbc drrprcr oadlts- (3/t9l).
A€rs 5. I fi.
Jo& Z lt tI.
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cllArrER xtx
suNDaYS, SATURDAyS' AND fEAST DI\YS-OF THE

LoRD, ixo wuY THEY AnE GELEBRATEDT

DAQ 2!t. Christians must nor stgn 19rr on sltur{11'.t q! Jc*s. do, but es
Christiar; thcy shatt work oo this day..lf amoog-the [Chri$ant FqPb so-mc-atc
f;;i to behar€ as Jenr, they will bc driwn 14-y fron th: fqce of- Christ.-mQYA
2XL You shatt not obccrrc Saturday rs a holiday, ts ,tbe Je*s do. MAf. Tbcre
if"ff bc Do profGrBtioD on Sundays aad-on g_Gat f-Gast da5 for !h*!f da-ys-of
h"ppi"r.; ticrefors, ee nust not work oa,,Suldays c fcast days- This cbaper
doci aot entail c*conmunicadon,

MAX gt On Sunday, thc ju{icial dccisioos of thc authoritics sball aot be
imposed on tte faitbful- And no suit o-r jSdgneat. shall -rake p-hf-, .nor .shall aoy-
otiz claim his propcrty from anothcr.t No member of the fsitbful shall demaod
pa)'tneat of a loia br sue anotbey' or'do,any sirrilar $oq -All shsll go-to church
bo Oat day. Each of thc faitbful shall conc to cburch vith purity and bumility,
*a *iOo,it any fcar of tbe Eatiscratas thc creditor, tb iudp' 6r any-other
such pcrson. If;' h tax .cotlector dans ttb tributc from ttose wbo go to chutch,
he rbatl py doubh

DESQ lll Gatber crcry &y in tbc ehurrcL' Gsecdslty m Satur{ay and oa tbe
dav of resurrccrion, Sunday. Ia fact, wc sce tbat ths gentiles do aot ncglect to
-i"t s"t. oa tbcii fcast ilays, but all are diligrot oa tbose days: so also, the

"o-]mu-nity 
of the Jews, g'ho undeselrcdly are called 'Ayhud-q Tbey work for six

davs and oa thc sewoth &y tbey Fthcr in tbeir tcoplcs: wbco they gathet, they
drop the work they werc ordered to do. lf the Je*s ar: so diligent to hold their
idto mecriags" which are of Eo usc to thcn, what will you reply to the Lord,
you who algtcst the Churcti? tI. You rnust aot urlk about idh things' Dor Eru$
vou do usct& things, especially on Sunday, whea you nust rejoicc with spiritual
iheerfulness, sincc Elavid, the prophct, has said: 'Scrrc p tbe Lord with fear, and
rejoicc unto Him with tr:mblin&q

GLOSS referring to thi words of Davidr wlg sai{: 'T.tL is the day which
the Lord has mldc: lct us bc glad and rcjoiee therein-'t

RSTA 67. Servana shall s,orl for fivr &ys, but on Sundays and Saturdays
they shall go to church to be instruetcd in lhe scrvice of God, becausc the Lord

l. Arabic Ert: ". -. .Dd holy pillrinutps' C/192).

2. Rcad clt r "tttyonc- insced of lrfilu I 'frolD hitl" PIOEFNM 25&3.

3. Arabic scrr: .....1to ooc shell. dcrrrand th.t s.rcs due ro thc LinC bc Fid" (4il92l-

4. Anbic rcrt -... by rnans of e lnt:uir- (U193).

5. That is. thc tn4buerc ?ho ssls for judichl fs" FTOEFNM 259-1.

6. LriL r ..;rrdtr,' dcnotcs hcrc L|.l|ati , 'nbc bbhop" *tro dernands Fyflrcrrt of rithcs
FOEFNM ?59.I.

7. lgo.3 r Janr. is iot rpreted t \.ft/t r -bclietrr:"; hcoce'... thcJ*r who undcscnedly
erc calhd bclkrq!."

t .  F l .  2 ,  l l .
9 .  B .  t 7 , n .
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tcstcd on Saturday shcn He finisbed tbc cretion of rhe crcltures ead He rose from
dcath on Sunday. DESQ 31. On dl Saturdap except ttrc day of Fcsh,ro.oa-"i .ff
Sundayr you shall receirrc thc Eucharist betnaea yourt in tbc churc*r an--rejoice.

_ ln thc chaprcr on fasting it is said that no one shall fast on Sundarn aod
Saturdayq cxepr thc Saturday oa whiclr Our Lord Jcsus Christ was buded'in the
tomb. And at the Council of Nicaca tbe 3lt [Fathcrs], seokg propcrly and corrcGty.
our_Lord Fog-wirh them in rhc truth of Go4n iuout ttc fcssrs of our Lor{,
[as foundl in this book, rc that the feasts of Our lord msy b obscned and Hii
rniracles and praiscs lray bc aforified.

Thc fcasts of Oui Lord are the followiag: the fcast of Christma$ thc fcas of
P"p{sm,_ tbe feast of Paln, dl rhe fcasts of ttr Incaraationlt brought ro an cod
by thc Rcsurrecion of Our Lord from dcath, tbe fcast of Asccasion, tbc fi:aE of
Pcntccogt, tbst rs, thc day of thc desceot of ttc Holy Spiri! thc Fandetc, asour
fga- EF prornised to His disciplcs, [ao4 fiaally,J thc first of Tebor, rbe-day on
yhich His face rras transfigurcd,-and his disciplii'tncv tbc gtory of His Oivinity.
Tbcse serrco fcasts arc solims according to ihe word dictaid to thc Council as
found in thc Didascalia.

The Pnncipal fcast is Chrismas. Sonc hatt sdd tbot tbc tbst of lacaroarioa
i._ Q. principal fcast, but sc do Dot a!t!c thst tbc lacaraatiou is thc naia fcert,
of our Lordra-praise be to God! Tbe first of thc fcass of our l-ord b &c AD-
nuaciatio-n made_by God-may He bc praised-throus the noutb of tb ADFI Crrbrid,
who spole_ ta Our Lady tbe Virgis Mary, Motbcr of Go4 Otn Rcdcccs, oo tbc
tweaty-ninth I day ol Megabirrs DESQ r9. 

_o.becnle, o brabrco, ttc feis oays,
[the pri:nary one o{l which is thc fcast of Chrisnes. @bl:ate Chrisoas oa ile
tyqtf'-nftn {"y o{ thc ninth sronth of the Jer6 which concspoads to thc tnrcory-
ninth -day 9f the fourth urooth of tbe E$Dtiass. Aftcr this you sball cclcbrate rb
feast 9f Epipha^ay, which is rhe fcasr of _Haptig._!! $.alt be-a solcon reasl, anoog
you, becausc our Lord began to maaifest His Divinity strco bc *as tagtizea in
the Rivcr Jordan by Joh" inc faptist. You shall celcbiatc it oa the sird &v of
the tenth month of the Jec6, which correspoa& to thi elettoth day of tm 

-mr

lont! of the Eglptiaas. BAS 30. On Ctrrisnas eod Baptiso, 'n'cs 
-shall 

be ccte-
lot d at midnight, not to avoid fasting but in hoaor of 

-thc 
feast GENER ll. The

Ieast of Hosanaar6 shall be elcbratcd.

-.-DESQ 3L You, my brethren, acquired by thc prccious btood which is thc blood
of Jesus thtist, must elebratc the fclst of Eastcr wiO att catt and gtc"t diligpoo,
after thc fcast of the azyrnes.t? Do not cchbrate this feast, whicb is the *mfr"."-

Erssioo Setnrday?: FOEFNM 2SGl stla -Holy Slrrrdry."
Thc rdcrsnce is to prksrs, tr6rcc, -on etl srturd+rs... te, o pricss, slrrlt rcceiw thc
Eucn n$ by trving ir to cach orhcr-(/193).
Gloes: "by God's rctrladoln -

Tbcsc fcasrs rre thce crlcbrered during rhc Holy Wcct teffel
Thc eborc rcnditioa follorr thc POEFI.IM 261-l shic*t rs ladJrl | .Our l"ord.- iurad
of lr?ttlr:}l r "'our bdy.- Guidi, rrtio3 rhc btrcr, tnnshd rs follor::..... r1d thcre
b rmconc *tro rdd thrt thc fcasr of lncernlim, lnixoaaioa.-b dtc bcrioniur or oc rcrrsls.
but sc do not r.e ... therit is tbc rn in rcesiof JausCttii, ar.iol-oilGy;ttii,rgei
Eerly Merch-
Deln Suadey.

Bt !l-g o96 : 5ih:l r "fc.sr of ezyrncs,- insrcad of odLj r ql+ r..dr cetiag of ezvns.:FOEFNM 262-2- Azyrncs rre unlcavcncd btad, lo ttnt rac rcfse b-ro G f&of hssor,tr-
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ratign ^ o-f $c !*tql of lh9 _Only [Begottsn Sonln rtwie in a ycari but only ooe
timc, for the Om Who,,died for us one time. Bcware of rhc, Jcwjslt :feast at which
azymcs ah. elten. and which takcs placc in Miazia.re And.you shal! not celebrate
Easrcr until thc twcnty:first ,day qf lhe month, so that ,il may not fall oD the
fourtcenlh da-.- of thc month, in a ,rveck othcr than that in which Fesh is cetebra-
tcd.t Celebrate the fcasr of thc Rcsurrestion cif Our Lord and Rcdcemer Jesus
Christ onll' on a Sunday. You shall eat at cock-crow, olhcrwisc in the morning
and bc vigilant during that night: gongtctnts t the -.{rgt"h. and pray by rcading
the Psalml Prophecies. and Law. Afier thc baprism of the catechumens, you shaii
read thc Gospcl sith fcar and trembling. and_ shall'dcliver to thc people speeches
that arc fit for thcir salvarion. Offcr the sacdfie which Our Lord has commanded
you through us by saying: "Do this in remcrnlrance of Me.'zl Aftcr this you shall
brcak your fast'sith joy aod chcerfulnesg bccause Our l. rd Jesus ,Christ has riscn
from the dead and is:thc guarantcc ot our rcsurrcction. This ihrill bc a pcrmaniirt
law for you until the cod.of rhe world aod thc conring of Oui Lbrd-

Afrcr eight days celebratc for yoursclvg a-Ercrrt feasta becausc on this day
Our Lord appcarcd to mq Thomas, whco I refused to belicrc. ia His rcsurrection,
and. showcd hc the sign of the nails and tbc sign of thc spc?rr.the wound on
His heart--- You _shall_ couqt forty dap from lhe 6ttt day of- the week foltowing
Easter until the fifth Saturday, aod thco you shall celebratc thc fcasr of rbe Asccnsioi
of our Lord and Redeemcr, thc day oa which He brought to perfection His
tcaching- of all pfovisionl lreprd-ing Christiaa lifeJ, iastitutcd the lHoly] Ordcn :r
ascended to God, tbe Fathcr Wbo 'scot' Hiq aad sat at thc right iide of tbe
Powcr. The tcnth day aftcr the feast of Asccusion-aad tbat day is tbe fiftieth
day counting from the *,eek of Eastcr-shatl bc, amoog you, a great fcasq bccausc
on that day, at thc third hour, Our Lord Jesus Christ seat to us the Faracletc, the
lRirit of Trutb" and we werc full of His will and spokc in.new languages as the
Spirit was moving into us: we preached to tbe Je*s and the gcntiles 

-that 
He was

Christ God. After you finisb celebratiag thc feast of Patecost, you shall cclebratc
for another seven days to rcjoice for God's gift which has baco granad to us.
But one who fasts on Sunday, which is the day of resurrectioa, is I sinns, and
musr be punished, as will be one who fasts during the feast of PentecosL or sho
is sad on Our Lord's feast days. days in which we must rejoicc with spiritual
cheerfulness and not be sorrowful.

RSTA 27. Do not work during the week of the Passion. nor during the fiollo-
wing weck n'hich is [a great] feasr: during the first because Our Lord was crucified,
and during the second because He rose from death. Do not work on the feast day
of Pcntecost. because the decrccs of God were fulfilled on that day. Again. do not
work on the fcast day of Pentecost. because the Holy Ghost. who descended uoon
those *'ho believed in- chrisr. was manifested on thar 

'day. 
Do not *.;f 

-;;-dil:

mas. bccause on that day the grace [of GodJ was given to men. Do not work on
the feast of Baprism. bccause Christ revcaled His Divinity on that day and becausc

Arabic tert: "... of ooe passion only" (3. t9t.
Mid-April. The Arabic rerr says: ..sprin8 dme" (4/t95)-
The rendition of thc above passagF follo*s in parr the FOEFNM 261-3. whidr sornnr,err3
rhal Easrer shall not be -cclebratcd during the first tvo *rcks of rhc month. bur bctrpecn
rhe ffieenth and tutoty-firsl days of the mooth-
l*. 2j2, 19.
As found in FOEFNM 263-2. r,hidr rcads?o{. r Ahc- r oirl r it|.? r ..celebrate a 3rcar feasL-
P9EFNM 364-l -ssvs: hfu+' ilnt+ r F:fc r AJth r tt3' fi+t+ t trtot, aaFl .
"from thr nnk of rhc parriareh do*rr to tbat of the doorkeepcr.-

I t .
t9 .
20.

2 t .
'7''

:3 .
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the Father witnesscd His bptisarr and the Holy Ghost dcscended upon Hin in
the likeness of a dorrc, -rcvcaling to those who_ r'gf,e- prcscst that Cirise is truly
God and the Son of God. Do not work on the fcast day of the Aposles, bccause
they taught you to know Chtist and made you worthy to $arc tttc gifts of thc
Holy Ghosc And in the chapter on alms it is said that on feast days you must
not appcar nakeds bcforc the Lord your God.

The scction on pilgrimags to vcocratcd Jcrusalcru, bone of tbe lligtcst God,
follonr tbis- MAK l2l. Anyone amoog you wbo bas tbc opportunity to pray in
thc sanctuary of the City of God, wbcrc thc holy stsps sre found, shall not hesitate
to go for_ any reasoD which night prcrcat him $rom goingl, unless be is prcvcntcd
by force. [Onc must Uc cagerl to visit thc place in which C[rist, 0rrr Lord, sufrered
the pains in His body and to scc the phcc of His tcsnrtcction end to gein bcacdic-
tion frosr thosc divioc steps. Ooc who is unabh lto go thcrc] sbatl send, according
to his lreans, offcrings to funisb the sancluary rd to support the rfio dwcll
there, be they gold or silvtr, clothing or books aeptad las caaoaical by the Cturc-hl
or thc like. Thc sanctuaty [of Jerusalcm] sbdl harrc g sharc in dl estatcs fleftl
by urembcn of the faithful, qrbo aust look upon it as ooc of their hsirs, for tbis
is a omneadablc decd before God. [Wbocvrr does thisJ sill baw grace in tbe
Hgly- City { qd, land shatcrrcr he shall -eragl-r{-bc b choeco and rcceptsblc
ofrering to God, the Fathcr, the Soo.and the Holy Gbocr-

' J t !

I
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a
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C}IAPTER XX

MARTYRS, CONFESSORS AIiD APOSTATES

DESQ n. Martyrs shall be honorC .among you, as thc blessed James,
bishop of Jcnrsalca, and Sr SEphen, our companion and deacon, rrcrc honorcd
among us. Marryn are those who scre blessd by God aad whose emincnce is not
attainable. 25. You sball not neglect a Cbistian brougbt to trial by the wicked
for tlre sake of tbe name of Our [ord, for thc true faitlu and for thc lorc of
God. AEd you shall sead him what be necds: something out of wbat you gained
with your truc toilt and with thc speat of your brow, so that he may find
strenph through it; and something to gtvr as a tp*ard to the soldiers who watch him,
so that they may bc good to him. He is a saintly Bartyr, brother of Christ, son
of the Highest, and dwelling of thc Holy Ghost, sitness to Christ's Passion, com-
panion in the example of His Glory. Thercforq O faithful, let you also save tbe saintly
[martyrsJ ythin- your trcasurcs and your toils. If any membcr of the faithful anong you
has nothing of his own ro grrc' he shall fas for thc saintly [narOmj and shall
set aside for their usc half of bis food. But he who is ia comfort 

-and 
wealth

shalt feed them"from bis comfort and *ealth. And cfroeycr grres of his own to
free' them fror:r fetters sbal! bc blcsse{ and catted a friead of 

-Ctrisc 
Thosc abour

whom Christ said: "Whosoever shall confess Mc before meg I will also confcss
him before Mj Father who is in Heav'cn,"2 alc m:r4yrs. If you rill be their
companions ia tbeir ribulation, this shatl bc coasidered as a astimony on your
parr bccause of your diligencc.

If any of those who help the martyrs is punished he is blesse4 becausc he is
compa'{on of martyrs aod is like Ctrist in His Passion. Ctrrist also sufiered nany
blows from the priests, and rve went out from their prcsence rcjoiciag becausc we
vere worthy to sufer for the sake of Christ, Our Redeegrer. You also shall rcjoie
when you meer such suFeriog becausc you will be blessed oa the day of judeneat.
Those who arc exiled oa account of thcir faith, and f,ee frorn 

- 
city 

- 
to city,

according to the order of Our Lord. you shall accept and rnake rcst. Suppty their
needs and honor them as martyrs. You shall be glad when you rcceiii them.
because the Lord christ has said: -Blessed are ye: when' men shail pcrsccute you
for My sake: be glad and rejoice. for your reward is [very] great i; heaven. so
they persecurcd the prophets fthat wercJ before you."3 ..lf they havc persecuted
Me, thcy will also persccutc you."' "And when they drive you away lrom this
city, fiee to anothcr."s He said also: -Tribulations and afiIioions 

-shalt 
befatl

you in this world; they will deliver you up in councils and will bring you bcfore
kines and Sovernors for My sakc for a tcstimony. He that shall perseve6 to the
end shall be saved."6

t. ^'.^nhc r ||oA'lil r ..yirh your true roil,'. is interprcrd as n'\@t+ r l2ifif6 r

""t4+D 
r 'lrom your pnopeny gained honcsrly,- POEFTT|M 2&2.

2. Mr. t0, 33.
3. Mr. 5, tr-12.
4. Jn. t5, 20.
5. Mr. 10, :3-
6. Mt. U, 9, 13; t0. t7.
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Jralso dcny him and substitute fior his namc -anothertJ -lfore My Heavenb Fattrcr." t
He also said to us, His -discip-lT: 

-He that loves his father, his moiher or- t i,
son and daughter morc than Me is not worthy of Me; and hc who does nor
rake the cross of his death and who follo*s Me not, is not worthy of Mc. He
who loves his soul. let him lose it; and be who loscs his soul for idy sake shall
find it What pro6t is it to a man if hc gaias thc whole gorld ano sutfcrs tlrc
loss of his soul? Or what exchangc shdl a man girc for the ransom of his soulF
He dso said: "Do not fcar those who would kill your body and ar: nnable to
kill your rcuL but rathcr fear thosc who can destroy both sout aoO UoOy in hell.'t

Wc rnust pray constastly, not cotsr into tcnptation; if we arc chosen to be
martyrq ve must stay 6rm wi& confdence, confcssiag tbc hoaored name which is
tbe nane of our Redccmcr, and nusc not dcoy L w[a thcy pssccutc us, rc shall
not lo\G this world aad fu honorq or the 49ty or nco. wc must Dot accept
".e .gl"ty from princcs as the Jees, wbo could not betian, did; for ttrey lovid
the glory of ncn more than thc glory of God" La rs coafes tthc faithl so that
we raay sarc ounelves aad fortify othcrs, so thst *r will nof be thc'causc of
pcrditioa .tg othcrs and so tbat *t may aot rcach tctcsDatl prnishmcnt bccagsc of
this [perditionJ. [rt us Dot delircr oursctvts to afilietions,- Uecansc Orn Lod has
said:.'Thc sPrlt is yni$, bg tlrc itcsl is sgal.-lolf *e arc persccure4 la us
not deny our faitb for fcar [of paiu" shich tastsl for a short i'ne. f soneoae
denies his bo6 Who is Chrisr, tbe Son of Go4 and fcars this dcath shich is
for but a shoft" tine - if he, iadccd, tomotrog hlts into a scriou illDcss with
no remedy -and witl be out of this life, abcert fron &is world and ia the othcr
life - he sbdl stay foreover in thc extcrior dartacsc sbcce thcre is wccpiag- aad
gna:hing of tceth. An! that oag [wh9 suficts-raart5ndour aodt who is not 

-ba;d;,

ler ldm n9t- F sad,. becausc tbe pain thar hc suficts for Qrist shalt bc gj1 higl
a- chosen ba^ptigm, since he dies with our Lord 8t thc momcit he acccpts to"aO1like tbat of Christ- RSTA 32. He mrst not bc double.beartcd, bccaulc ii-Gev
{Y"o!- toJ- kill him and he is killd he is saved, siacc hc was baprized ooty ii
his blood.

ENQORA 3. lf a mag Eccs bccausc of his faith aad bccause of thc la*s of
his faith, for fear of the wickcd; aad if be havcs his hittr, consrrairrcd Ui force
and'if after this he shows his sincere rcpcutaoce for what he was beforc, i.itl 

"tthis hcan and mind, with purc humility-and by following the law;rr tma he-shalt
n-ot be prcvenrcd from receiving rhc Eucharisl or participatiog on [the scndce 

"n 
gt"r.

if he is-a clergyman, because be has rot doue- it v6luatiily. ir n. *as a'simgl.
layman.- he may eater the service of the church and bcconre i pt * if he was in-
vol_ved in no scandatous facts other than that [of his fceingJ.If he has p.r**,."*.A io
doing well, hc shall bc faithful in pral-er. 

-5. 
He wbo 

-iras 
dcnied iis f"ittt out

of fear. before bcing struck and dcprived of his propcf,ty, and who was not firnr
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Mr- t0. 33.
ML 10, 37-38; 16 2$26-
Mr. 10, 2t.
ML 26, 4t.
Anbic rc*: ':Dd by opcrrry professing rhe ntigion hc carlicr dcoied" elmry
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for manj days whcn he rsturns to us. lf he is
conwtd sholchcartedly and asks for the Eucharisl, bc shall be giran it. tf hc
falls sick and is about ro die. he shall bc allowcd to rcccivr the Eucharisl and
shall rcturn to do penance if he rccovrn. 7. The persons of rhis catcgory shall bc
receivcd aftcr they have done penane for a long timc, and shall bc trcated like
the [othcrJ faithful, because our law is a law of compassion and mercy. t Who-
ewr not only dcnicd [the faithJ for himscli but atso causcd anothcr to dcny it
and to bccome an apostats, shall do a grater Frnance.

Ps. .13. 2Z
Rocr. t, 35 f.
Cor, 11,23 fi.

- 1 2 0 -
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RSTG 21. Comrnemorations shall bc hcld for all those who shed their blood
for tlrc faith of Our Lord Jesus Christ aad sufrered martyrdom. BAS 33. Thc plae
in which thc martyrs' bodics rcst shall bc undcr the jurisdiction of the Church, one
and universal. ''tt is Dot the Churcb that is fJorifcd bccausc of thc bones of the
martlr$ but ratber tfie martyn who ,tcccive glory frorn tbe Clrurch, ,Thc glory, in
fac( bcloags to the Church, as the Holy Ghost said witb rcspcct to the samc
Church. oae aod uaiversat, buitt by Our Fathcrs, tbe Saintly Apostles. NIQYA- Ttre
martJtr:' bones shall bc ptaccd in the church aod moaasterics, so tbat they may
heal the siek and benefit the iufnn, aod thosc sbo arc ia aecd of aid snd mcdicine.
Thosc who blaspheme the boncs of rthesc purc Dattyrs and desccratc them arc
punishcd by God wi& miracles pcrfonrrcd through thcse bones. lt is from thcsc
bones that the bealing of thc sick aod' of thosc sho str sick in rcul and body,
and that expulsion of devils arc obtaiacd.

GEIYER 2Il. He wbo despiscs those who gather druiag thc feasts of the marryrs
is one who is full of pride, and tnust be excomrausicarcd. DESQ 3& Thc faithlul
must not neglgtd' the ;martyrs of Christ.and go,to thc place of thc martyrs of
heretics. Tbe Apostle P,aul has writtea what our' spisitud struggle for tbc sale of
Christ Eust be, aad has said ia his lctrer to tbe Rooaas: LL "What shall scpararc
us from tbe lorle of Cbrist? Perhaps tribulation, f*tcrs" cxile, famine, nakidncss,
quarrel, swor-d? As it is sritten: For Tby sake, *p arc put to dea-th cyery day; we
are lilc slaughtercd sheep;tz dl this tribulatioo we ovcrcome for the sake
of the One Who bas lowd us. I arn certaia tbat aotbing sball divide us: neither
death nor lifc neither angels nor principalities, neitbcr prescnt things nor ttrings to
come, neither might nor height nor depth lor any othcr qcaturc tbat is ulderacath,
shall be _able to sepante me from thc lovr of God [which isl ia Our [.ord Jesus
CJrrisl"rs Aad thc Apostle was tnrc to his sords $atcd iD his sccord cprstte to
the Corinthians ll: he bore aad sufrercd for Cbiist's sate fcttcrs and blows,
imprisonmeot and exilc with fcar, labor,exhaustior,.vigllancq hungcr, thirst, naked-
ness, cold and all similar thingS whco others nlerc at the poiat of throwiag hin
to the bcasts.r' At the cnd he persevered, sbed his blood, and received the bown
of martyrdom in the city of Rome. Aod many Apostles ivere martyn and borc
witness, as is evidenccd by their stories wbich arc read oD their fcast days. I.et us
bcscech God thar He may gira us union, aad help us in everything. To Hirn be
praise and thanksgiviog in the world without cnd. Amen.
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CHAPTER nI

THE SICTI

This chaptcr is dividcd iato two parls:
The first dcals with what must bc done for thc sick. Apostlc Jamcs has saidia his letter:'lf any m?n-is lcL r.t hi- Ji 

". 
o* of fte churEh and retthem pray ovtr hilt-aoointing him'with oil in ttre-aanic-oio* Lord, Jcsus chrisr

!b9 p-rapr wirh faith shail iara Oc sict rl."t tb*;rf, sudt raise him up aadif be has sins thev $"lt b"- fotey*.;; Asd rh; c.rp.i-;;fi", 
'f,; 

il;'iJorroanointed and hcai.d q" ri"r,, 
-*i." 

o,;-L;";;H in_to thc cltlcs, dro b,vtwo, at the beeinaing of.[tbcir]^preaching A, + b.d""i"g oi-tm-epoilo;"io-
9hina.3 the evit spiit trrit t ir,i"O--ii'lcarc tbe nao it .-had rcndsed lunatic wasbrought before thi lord, * tut H. woutd ** th. .i" It, Lord said: ..This
tig$ tof piri11 is =r_oirl onrv_uv-ianiPg--a-p-'*.ii--m" prophcr David arsosaid in the book of psarms: ;gftr.d ii t"--urii-Giersraads thc acedy aad thepoor' Tbe Lord wilt bcJn hi' o! his bcd tor -'.*r lil ,nar u'o his sicksess[iaro health] wbea bc is on tbe *c oi bis'sorrowi"Tt- boot of the Kiugs saysthat the Lord rcoroacbed the ooe wto sent to coasult thc god of Fann rqgardilghis sickacss, 1_.ld madc him die 

"t 
ab"r samc nmcnt

,, j,. ,,!

Tbe secobd deats with what the faithful nus do to seilc tbe sict our lordhas said: 't was sick3n{ you 
"isitea *..- A"d i; iJ saia: ..r1DGD, r say royon" whatever vou vill do-to oo. of +* yi-r"ii u*tn*q you will do it toMe"'r Hc praisca m pcnon- *lo iia.! aod icd* il; hcir of rbe HeaveatyKingdom, 'ind scordcd 

-rd-;;;rri-iia 
;a d;;-Li-*o. hi,n asay with esevere punishmant In conncction witb tbt , H.-i"ld tt-paraUfc of tbe Snrnaritansho took care of thc_peron who qras wounded aad tiy on thc road., TbcApostles harrc said: qEsa. .fie sick *h; ;;;;oi'Juilt"rness aad caaaot ro rochurch shall be visited cvery day by those who knowl[;.';Bsi; d iliri"oo,also sball inforur oe bishgn 

"-b."t 
rh; si"t, ;-th"r il.ira, visit then- Thc con-clusion of this treatise is fJund i; rh" ctrapier-oa;;: 

-'

I
t.

I r
r
r

t -
.,

3 .

4 .
5 .
6 .

Glos: "what othcr: rnrrsr do for rhc aict rnd *,iat thc bttcr crusr do for rhcrasclws..J& 5, l4-t5.
ofl+ r1{lea- r ...r. rlo @qnrns of rheir--rrc_r!,- mc.!s O.',+rffiftfo r.tr rhcbcsinnios of the Apctrcs- pr.atiri.: ibdfrrrr zz-t-
Mt. 17. !0: Mt. 9, 2t-
h. ao, I fi.
cf' lv Krs' t' 2 ff', strcre ir is rcponed rtut .ochozias scnr ronrcone ro corrsutr Bcetzcbubth tod of Accaroa. Ia_prmishmeni or rrrit,-ba" pr.oicrJ hr."&;. {.,r?r..Fans\-r!ditr thc FOEFNM Zn-2. SSgt-;-.;Af;;i-r.-, ro be bed rrodirions of Acseroo.Mr lq r.
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CHAPTER XXTI

TIIE DEADI

DESQ 34 to thc church you shdl gatlF.r wirhgut lazines to rcad the- Holy
Books and say malms for lhosc who art aslccp, such as tbe martyns and forsrer
sainq2 and ioi yout brcthrcn who alt sslc? and werc -Slieyers-_ia pu1 l,ord.
Offcr for them ia your churcb tbc prayer of sacrificc - which is His holy body
aod His precious biood-ro the Kiog of Hcaven. [Offer itJ to say farcwcll to thc
onc who 

-sleens. 
hay for thc oae who is aslcep by walking bcforc his bier and

J"io" osalns. tf be 
-was 

faithful to Christ, the prophct David has ssid: 'Precious

fc?o# inc trtA is the dcatb of His saints"3 He also said: "Turn, O my soul,
uoto thy rest, for the brd has becD bountiful to tlrce""

Tbosc sho believed in the l,ord do aot die, 8s was said- by -the Lord to the
Sadd;cccs.t Tberefore, the boaes of tbosc vho- at.ti{og. io t Lord. are uot
despiscd or defild because thcpropkt EIiTuq.{!* bF 9*9 9a0e th9 dcad.maa
UttiO Uy tbe Syrian soldiers risc; wbco the bod19f -t!F dCq atan touched- the
boaes oi Eliseu+ he came baek to life and rose.6 This qpe*{ -*f"f tE _U"Oy
of Eliscus nras saintly and pure. Jot ph, the wisc, also embraccd the body of Jacob
his father on the bed aftei he died.? Similarly' Moccs and Joshua bTought with
them the body of Joscpb, and it was not considcrcd as a sin on thcir parfl

We also,Obishops and laymen, Elust take carc of tbe body ot-the one wbo
is dead; you must aot bclieve ihit you will bc contaminatcd by so doiag aor shall
you therifoie aespisc their boaes. It is said in ttre caaoos *riaea for thc Sags:
*bcu a poman Aics in childbirth or dies shortly aftcr giviag birth to a child, she
shall bc bathed and wrapped ia othcr clothcs, Bot us€d duriag hcc childbirth" and
prayers must tr said ovcr-hcr body in-churcb, Uq"f -a+l has purificd -ho._ Th"
i".i UoOy must be bathed bcforc bcing *rapne{ -$is is lot aa iovcntioa,e for
ir,. 

-U""f 'of 
the Acts of rbe Apostles savs--t4 Tatitbe the disciple whom Petcr

made risc up, w:rs bafhed aftcr- her dcath.lo Thus' { it yre a -wToDg- thio& tbc
fairhful *ould not have donc it in tlc time of the DsciplcX and [*l kaowJ that
they did aot forbid them to do rc. Moreowr, th9 dca-d are dirty bccausc of the
traces of their sickness" and it is for tAat reasoa that thcy should Dot bc brought
into the church beforc they are bathed.
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Gloss: "what pcoplc must do for rhe dcad.-

+441 t itno/t | '.fonDcr 
[seinS,' rnay bc rcad as ].B4? t tttltDj'l | "the saintly

mools,- FOEFNM 2713.
Ps. tls' 15.
Ps. tl4, 7.
ML2a 3 f.
IV l(rs. 13, 21.
Gco. 30, l.
Ex. t3. 19.
A bctr6 rcnderin8 of this Fassa8c is found in POEFNM wtsion, ?5-1, shich says: 'lfo
barhe rhe dcad body bcfore it is *rappcd up b not ea intgnion, hrt b comnandcd bV tlrc
Holy Book- (Otf*G t ?*ail t t@ t); thc Arabic tcrt ra],s: "ll is Sood but not
Ery lto rr.p upl -..- (312!f,L
Al! 9, 36
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lf thc dcad perrcn is a pricst, hc shall be plaed bcforc the altar of God
[in thc sanctuaryl: if he is a layman hc shall be placed under the rltar.rr Then
thc archpricst shall ofer inccnsc with praycr to God in thanksgiving Aftcr him.
thc ministers shall read selectcd passaggs from the psalma passaps dcaling with rhc
hopc of true rcsurrertion-a rcsunccl,ion about which we hara ao doubt-and
passagcs dcaling with thc confession [of sinJ acceptable [to Godl. Aftcr this, the
archpriest shall go forward and pray over him. At the eod of the p:a1tr hc shall
ldss hiat, saying: 'Farcwellln' and aftcr hirn, dl thoec prescnt sball kiss bin. Then
the archpricst shall pour oil orcr him and recitc ovcr hirn tbe appropriarc pm)€r:
then his body shatl bc placcd in an honorcd placa near the purc bodies of thosc
who uttt his cguals in rank.

RSTA il. On thc third day, you shall comneEroratc those who slecp with
psalms and praycrg bccausc of tbc Onc Wbo ross on thc third day. On --thc
scnenrh day, you shall eonmenonrtc tbc living 8sd thc dcad; do it dso
at the eod of the mooth as thc ancieots did.l2 Tbrs indecd tbc pcoplc urcpt
for Moscs. You shall also commernorate thcm at &e ead of tbe ycar, like tbc
ancien8' comrnemorations, and grc to thc poor fron the wslth of the deccased so
that it may serve as a sornenoration of hin. lf you arc invited on that day,
you sball eat with modcration aad in thc fcar of God. BAS 3L Sacrificc [of natsl
must be ofrered in rhc Church. whieh ,is ona and univcrsal, for those sho died,
on the third. the sewnth and the fourtceoth day aftcr their dlalh. PET. And
[alsoJ on the ninth and t*clfth dayr and also oo tbe fo'rticth day and a.ftct two
moaths. And what is estabtished in our Church is to oFcr sacrifice on the day of
burial. aftcr i#f montL at ihe end of six rnonths, aad aftcr orr ycar. ln particu-
lar. sacrificc sball be ofrered for forty days from thc day of brrial, if it is possible.
and [alms] must be giwu to the poor. He who docs morc th"a rhis will bave for
himsclf and the deceased a greltrr reward, according to thc care bc took; there shall
be hapFio.ess for thc deccascd.

NIQYA 6E. lf a bishop dies, the archpriest and thc archdeacoa sbdl *alk bcfore
his bier, ar sons walk before the bier of their Frcuts" And if the archpriest or
the archdeacon dics. the bishop shall nralk beforc his bier, as a fathcr walks beforc
thc bier of his children: at thcir funerals he shall rcad praycrs as the [sPiritual
teacher and the good spiritual fathcrs must dp. All the flock shdl be prcscnt at
their funerals. bccausc they were calted the fathcrs of all: oa the day of their death
ofrerings shall be scntl3 to all churchcs or monasteries ncar that placa so that the
latler may commemorate them- Failurc to do this does not mlail excommunication.

RST-{ .3?. Ouc shall not fel anno;-ed at bur.ving the dcad, but shall girc
compensatioo to the -eravediggers: the latter shall keep that place carefully. The
bishop shall supply their need from what is offered to the church.

TfSALO:{QE ll. We must Dot b sorry for those who are asleep, as are
peoplc who have no hope,t' QORONTOS 7, for tbe sorrow that is for God's
sake yields to us the penancc of lifc.rt but thc sortow that is for ttrc world earns

That is. out of the gtrruary. in rhe placc wl*re ttr soqs arc clrantcd, POEFNM Z?S:.
FOEFNM :?F3, lnaLA ' ttCl. I }tt.it0d r "as the lsraclites uscd ro do." lt is en
elltsion ro thc coilcng of Dcut. 31, t (l:l07).
Arabic tcrt "... rnd thcir dcath sh.ll bc lrnouoccd" (U':0tI
I Thcss a, lZ
Ot, a barct rendcriog. according ro POEFNM :?t-1, b Jlrf r r...ftjr{l.LC ' {lA@ z ?'U
rt!* r .ltfl r rgFt@ r ih.Bot . ,@ t..The sorrow &ar b for God's srke lras for its tDal
objcct lertrhsingl lifc."
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dcath.r6- BAS SS' MAG 9ll. As for the priesl. if onc of his rclativcs dics, he stralt
not feel -sorry for him, as othcr pcople do, nor shatl he tear bis clottring-ior
weep endlessly nor uproot his hair; but thinling lof the erarlasting tife!, he'sbatt
thank God and bc patient in his tribularion. fkt J;b, thc jusl

End of thc first o"o *;';; ;": l,ono, to God. wc improre rrom Hiar
help and hcalth. Glory to God, world withour end, Ameq Aden.
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t6. U Cor. 7, 10.
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